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i.ola Rosa looks forward

(4H178477

to $20,000 compensation

The money will be accompanied with a-kncr

THE FIRST Filipino woman to go public in
1992 with her story of how she was forced into
sexual slavery by Japanese soldiers durinu World

Warll yesterdn)f welcomed an uggommﬁ 320,000 .
compensation lrom a o yo-iitlatec privale

fund.

_Maria Rosa Henson, 68, said she was ecstatic

when she heard the fund would provide a lump
sum of $20,000 each to her and 300 other Asian

n-

*

-

=«-h *r_\,.ﬁ,.»,;‘,,_,, iere comfort women, as the wartime sex slaves have-
. come 10 bs known.

Lola Rosa looks forward

(From page 1)

nese government (o sll women victims
of Japanese wartime atrocities.

“lus a timg t
¢romgnt

Shc urzed the Japanese gnvcmmem

{0 give the money directly 1g the yig.

nms. sather than to-the Philippine gov-
“emment or any non-govEMmECN! Oigani-
zations.

In Tokye, sources in the Asian Peace
Nationa! Fund for Women said the pay-
ment of $20,000 to' each of the 300
comfort wommen is still subject to for-
. malapproval by the private fund’s boasd

: inameeting Wednesday.
Rccapienls would include sex tlaves

* living in South Korea, Taiwan and the

* Philippines.

Fixing compemtmn
The sum of $20,000 is the same

smount which Tokyo paid from 1993.
1995 1o Taiwonese who were killed in

" aetion or suffered serious injuries while

serving in'the Japanese Imperial Army,
the sources said.
The figure niso correlates with the

- $20,000 paid by Washington in com-

peasation for each Japanese-American
put into concentration camps in the
United States during the war.

Seversl Asfan nations have joined
the comfon women in dermanding that
the Japacese government compensate
the viclims.

The report to the UN Humao Rights '
Commission, prepared by UN special’

rapporicur Redihika Coomaraswamy,
recorunended the Japanese government

pay compensaiion to former comfort

women and punish those responsible.
The fund was sct up last July under

of apology from the Japanese Prime Minister

Ryutaro Hashimoto.

g orward toit. ] am old and sick.

fenson. who.is b} R ;
hammmmﬂm_f’_aghﬂz;
Henson said she and other Filipmo comfort

women were stil} looking forward to individual _

compensation and formal apologies by the Japa- |
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to $2(D,000 compensaﬁon

the Cabine: of Prime Minister Tomiichi
Murayamz amid celebrations marking
the 50th anniversary of the end of Worid
War IL
. Idea rejected

Nelia Saficho, who heads 3 support
group.1o7 Filipino comfort women, has
repeatedly rejected the idea behind the
private Asian Peace National Fand for
Women, saying the Japanese govern-
ment should pay reparations itself to
the victims and their familics with ap-
proptme apologies,

“The privaie sector should not bear
the burden of its government’s atroci-
ties. We do not want condolence money
for charity money,” Sancho said in an
eadicr intervicw.

. She was in Geneva Monday amd
could not be reached for comment.
Last year, Murayama expressed his
“heartfelt apology”’ for the damage and
suffering inflicted on the women by hig

country during the war.

Many govemments, inchuding Ma-
nila, proised Munyama's gesture, but
others, such as Beijing and Scoul were
cautious.

Henson was among 44 Filipinocom-
fort women who filed a class action
suit in a Tokyo coust inn 1993 demand-
ing $200,000in compensation foreach
cornfort worman or her heirs,

The women said they found accept-
sble the propoesal of the Geneva-bosed
Interoational Commission of Jurists for
a 340,000 compensation by Tokyo, but
added they would continue with their
suit. Similar suits have glto been filed

by victims in South Korca and China.

Histodans cstimated that boween
80,000 and 200,000 women iz Kosea,
the Philippines, Indonesia and China
were forced into sexual stavery in
frontline brothels for the Japanese Im-
perial Anny dusing the war.  Eyodo
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TOKY0 — A government-

initisted und will start paying
The payments, which remain

subject to formal approval by the

The Asia Peace National
{ land’s board in

Fund for women will provide the

mp-sum paymentis 1o women

cach for some 300 Asian
warlime “comfort women”

forced inlo sekual servitude foc
.] Japanese soldiers, sowrces at the

Monday. |

oday, will be issued together

said,
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Hashimotd -1
to push firms
on Asia fund

Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto pledged Tuesday
-to urge four major business
organizations to help revamp
& cush-sirapped private tund
to compengate Asian ‘“‘com-
fort women” forced into sexu-
al slavery for the Japanese
military before and during
World War 11. :

Hashimoto made the pledge
in response to the request of
the leading promoter of the
private fund, officials said.

Bunbei Hara, a former
president of the House of
Councilers, told Hashimoto
that the fund hopes to start
distributing money *‘in [July
when the fund éelebrates its
first anniversary or in A
at latest.”

Hashimoto pledged his |"ut-
most efforts’ to persuade the
four business organizations to
contribute to the fund, of-

CONTMIVED BN PAGE 3 |

Hashimoto to push ﬁnﬁsqf_t“

CONTINGER FROM PARE 1

. ficials said. ..

The four groups are the Ja-
pan Federation of Economic
Organizations, the Japan
Federation of Employers’ As.
sociations, the Japan Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try, and the Japan Associa-
tion of Corporate Executives.

The Asian Women’s Fund is

j intended to pay a lump sum of

¥3 million to each of the
roughly 300 surviving former
sex slaves in South Korea, the
Philippines and Taiwan.

But due to a sluggish re-

-sponse from the Japanese

public, fundraisers have col-
lected only ¥330 million of the
¥1 billion needed for the
scheme, not counting the ex-
pected payments to former
sex slaves in other Asian
countries such as Indonesia
and China.

The fund was set up last Ju-
ly under the Cabinet of then
Prime Minister Tomiichi
Murayama as g main pillar of
projects marking the 50th an-
niversary of the ¢nd of World
War I1. .

Historians estimate that be.
twreen 80,000 and 200,000 worn.-
en, mostly from the Koreéan
Peninsula but also from the
Philippines, Indonesia and
China, were forced into sexu-
al slavery in {rontline broth-
els for the Imperial J.

Forces.

Emerging from the meet-
ing, Hata told reporters that
the resignation of fundraiser
Mutsuko Miki wili not affect
the payments from the fund.

Miki, widow of former
Prime Minister Takeo Miki,
submitted her letter of resig-
E:tion to the fund las{ Thurs-

y.

In the meeting with Hashi-
moto the same day, Miki told
the prime minister she felt
bashiul because her action
might not beip alleviate the
agony of the victims and
urged the government to di-
rectly pay compensation to
the women, informed sources
said.

Hashimoto, however, reit-
erated the long-held govern-
ment line that the compensa-
tion issue has already been
resolved,

_The private fund is under
fire from within and outside
of Japan for being used to let
Tokyo get around paying gov-
ernment compensation.

Hara will report Miki’s res-
ignation to a ing of the
fund's board of directors

y. An official at the
fund’s secretariat said he
does not know whether Hara
and Miki discussed the mat.
ter with eah other or wheth-
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PAYMENT PLAN UNDER STUDY

Fund teams want to meet sex slaves

The government-initiated
Aslan Women's Fund will dis-
patch delegates later this
month to three Asian desting-
tions to present a plan to pay
at least ¥2 million to each of

Japan’s wartime sex slaves, a-

source close to the fund said
Thursday,

According to the source, the
teams will visit South Korea,
the Philippines and Taiwan
around May 15 to meet the
women, who were forced to

" serve as sex slaves before and
during World War II for Im-
perial Japanese forces. The
teams hope to nteet the wom-
en’s supporters and govern-
ment officials, :

Fund officials want to reach
an agreement regarding the
amoutyt of money before July
and make payments around
July 15, the sources added.

Many of the victims and
their supporters have refused
ta participate and continue to
demand direct compensation
and an apology from the Jap-
anese government,

A fund official had earlier
said the total amount of the
compensation would be decig-
ed after taking into account
the ¥2 million the govern-

ment has paid to Taiwanese
conscripts injured or killed
while serving in the Imperial
Japanese Army.,

The figure also compares
with the $20,000 paid by the
U.S. and Canadian govern-
ments to each Japanese im-
migrant put inte internment
camps during World War I1.

He said fund officials want
{o pay an amount that would
be internationally aceeptable,
adding there will be room for
negotiations.

They want to start pay-
ments to women living in
South Korea, the Philippines
and Taiwan because these are
the only locations where both
civic groups and govern-
ments have conducted inves-
tigations and drawn up lists of
victims,

The officials do not plan to
conduct their own investiga-
tions to designate recipients
and instead intend to rely on
the lists compiled by those
governments,

The fund was set up last Ju-
ly under the Cabinet of then
Prime Minister Tomiichi
Murayama as one of the main
projects marking the 50th an-
niversary of " "end of World

~

War J1. So far, only ¥326 mil-
lion has been raised, about
half of what will be needed in
the three areas.

In Taiwan, more than 230
percent of the legislators
from both the ruling and op-
position parties have jointly
urged Prime Minister Ryuta-
ro Hashimoto to **face histori-
cal facts,” and ‘‘draw up leg-
islation to fulfill (Japan’s) dy-
ties for compensation and
apology.”

The appeal is expected to be
adopted by Taiwan’s legisla-
ture in the pear future.

In a similar move, seven
mayors from the three loca-
tions have sent letters to Ha-
shimoto urging Tokyo to apol-
ogize and pay official com-
pensation to the individual

former sex slaves, known eu- .

phemistically in Japan as
“comfort women.”

“I strongly request that the
Japanese government issue
an apology and offer direct
compensation to each vietim
of sexual slavery by the Japa-
nese military forces as soon
as possible," said Taipei
Mayor Chen Shui-bian.

He said such actions would

 Tig
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be in accord with the report
and recommendations sub-
mitted to the United Nations’
Human Rights Commission in
February.

Other mayors who joined
the action included Seoul
Mayor Cho Soon and Manila
Mayor Ignacio Bunye.

Historians estimate that
more than 200,000 women
from the Korean Peninsula,
the Philippines, the Putch
East Indies (the current Indo-
nesia) and China were forced
into sexual slavery for the
Japanese forces.

No apology coming

Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto told a group of ce-
lebrities Thursday that he
would not apologize to Ja-
pan's wartime sex slaves.

He made the remark when-
the group’s representatives,
including Mutsuko Miki, wid-
ow of the late Prime Minister
Takeo Miki, and Yoshikazu
Sakamoto and Mikio Sumiya,
both professors emeritus at
University of Tokyo, submit-
ted an appeal urging the gov-
ernment to adhere to a report
by » UN.-appointed human
expert calling for offi-

|
|

cial compensation for the
women.

During the meeting, Hashi. *

raoto said the issue of official
compensation to the former
sex slaves should have been
resolved 10 or 20 years after
the end of World War i1, ac-
cording to Sumiya.

At a news conference, Su-
miya said Haskimotc added
that now more than 50 years {
after the end of the war, Ja- i
pan should take responsibility |
for the future. “It is not the
time to apologize,” Sumiya
said quoting Hashimoto.

Sakamoto said Hashimoto
also told the representatives
of the group that he believes
this issue will not be reselved
by apologizing or paying mon-
ey. Thus, he is telling South
Korean Président Kim Young
Sam and other Asian counter-
parts “1 would not apologize
(to the former sex slaves),”
the professor added.

Miki, who has been appoint-

ed to call for popular contri-
butions to the controversial ;

Asian Women’s Fund, said:

“I never expected the yourg
prime minister to say such a
thing.”
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