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Governmeht;demands Kostumca back extradmon of suspects to J_U_ N

BbLGRADE (APJ T e eaders‘ :
o{ Yugeslavia’s dominant re--
‘Serbia, .demanded .
Monday - that: the. ‘country’s ..

public,

president support the extradi-

tion of war crimes suspects or’
take responsibility for the.in:-
ternational-iseolation: and fi-~.
nancial rum tlu'eatenmg the:

country

tance.

warrants for four.Milosevie

aides, charged along with him~

with erimes against humanity
during- the, 1998 99 Kosovo
war.

Some 15 suspects mdluted
in connection .with bloodshed
in Kosovo, Bosnia and Croatia
still remain at large. U.S. Se¢-
vetary of State Colin Powell is
to decide this week whether to
make the suspension final.

_Yugoslav President Voii-

slav Kostunica calls the U.N.

tribunal illegat and anti-Serb,

He has said he opposes extra- -
ditions to the court until the -

o

Serbia’ s ;Justlce Mlmstry on'-'_'--
Smlday served police arrest’

"country passes a domestlc-‘

law regulating extraditions.

But other leaders, afraid to-
{ose the U.S. :support .neces-
" sary for recovery of the coun-
" try's ‘devastated economy;
have pushed to -extradite .
- some"of the-15,) who held: top+
".positions in former. Yugoslav.

sevnc 'S regime

In an mtervnew pubhshed :
Monday, Kostunica sald oo~
"operatmn -cannot be’avoided !
-,. . it’s something we have.to:.
live with.” -But he insisted that
. without a clear national law
regulating:the - cooperation, .
‘handing over any-suspects -
“would resuit’in the “destabili-.
“Zation of the country.”’

In the interview pubhshed

_by the weekly Bosnian Serb -
Reporter, Kostunica blamed -
“his’ prodemocracy rivals in

the Serbian government for
altegedly obstructing a draft

‘law regulating cooperation
“with- The Hague, and said

they were responsible for the

- looming sanctions. -

The Serbian Justice M1ms~'-
try said it expected police to
‘follow through on the four in-
dictments and apprehend Mi-.
lan Mihutinovic, the current

Serbxan premdent N;kola

Acting on'a “similar ultima:

‘tumn; the Serbian government -~
last’ year arrested Milosevic,
now -standing. trial ‘in- The"
Hague for atrocities’that his’
_forces allegedly committed in
Koscvo, Bosnia and Lroatm in-
. the 1980s. .:. -
"That handover Iast year;'.
trlggered protests from Kos- 7.
- tunica-and his nationalist fol- .
. lowers. Determined to avoid a -
: similar crisis, the Serbian’
government has ‘demanded .’
that Kostunica either agree to .
the handovers or take respon- '
sibility for.the punitive sanc-

tions,

*“The Umted States will im-
“pose sanctions ...
- mean turning the clock back:
- to the era of Slobodan Milo- -

that will

sevic, te misery. and isola-

- tion,” Serbian Justice Minis- -
-ter Viadan Batic told report-

ers early Monday, alluding to

...‘[2...

. at midh ght Sunday i
Sainovie; Mllosewcs top se-. -
curity adviser and former..
""deputy.prime minister;: Dra-- -
“goljub Ojdanic, a former Yu-
-gostav Army. commander;
‘and Viajko Stonl]kovnc for—l--""
mer Serbian intetior mmlster
-in charge of the police. :
i Presuient Slobodan Milo-::
- The U, S Congress had giv-1
en Yugoslav- authorities until -
March 31. to -cooperate with.
the UJ.N. tribunal by handing’
over the suspects or lose $120 .,
million . in - fmancsal assxs-.--f

7,0»2.4—.2. 7.7

in Serbia

'.'“:"t

- Batic and other me;nbers of>

‘the ‘Serbian .- government_—-
.- blamed Kostunica,, for;Stuin- "
= ing all the.good: deeds” of the :
.. mostly democratic leadership
that jointly ‘ousted. Mllosewc.-- T
2 dn October 2000, Ph
'-'-:;Serb suspect cau ht = .
" SARAJEVO (AFP: JIJI) NATO—-'-.'_- o
‘led peacekeepers Monday ar- "
~. rested a former:Bosnian-Serb. |
,;'lmhtary offxcer who could be -
linked to war crimes commit-’, " |
“ted in:Srebrenica,” Bosnia- |
Herzegovma a pohce sourcei'- .

said.

1992-95 Bosnian war as deputy

. intelligence chief with the -
.-Bratunac brigade that alleg-*

edly togk part in the 1995 at-

- tack on the former Muslim

enclave of Srebrenica. -

-Some 7,000 Muslim men‘and -
boys were -executed by Serb .
< forces ‘at. Srebrénica in the = .
_ . worst known war crime of the'-
the U.S. deadline that exp:red '

Balkans confhct

The pohce SQurce in, Zvor- TR
nik said Momir leohc was ;-
‘arrested by the NATO-led. °

. Stabilization Force around ;. -
noon in thé nearby -town of: ..
Bratunac, in eastern Bosnia..

- Nikolic served during the
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Yugoslav war crime. suspect opens’ |
negotiations on surrender to Hague: -

Ancther former senior offi-

BELGRADE {Reuters) Former
Yugoslav. Deputy Prime Min-
ister Nikola Sainovic has be-
gun negotiations about sur-
rendering to the U.N. war
crimes tribunal, Serbian Jus-
tice Minister Viadan Batic
said Monday,

Batic said lawyers for Sai-

novic, indicted with ex-Presi-
dent Slobodan Milesevic over
atrocities in Kosovo, contact-
ed Serbian authorities Friday
after the Yugoslav. Parlia-
ment passed & law on cooper-
ation with The Hague tribu.
nal. -

. “Nikola Sainovic’s lawyers
were in contact with us on
Friday, straight after the law
was passed,” Batic said,

A prominent Belgrade legal
firm, which said it repre-
sented Sainovic, denied talks
had taken place. But a Serbi-
an. government source stood
by Batic's statement.

The war of words over Sai-
novic's intentions under-
scored the high political sen-
sitivity in Serbia of relations
with the tribunal. Many Serbs
see the court as biased

.against them.

cial indicted aver Kosovo, ex-

Interior Minister Vlajko-Sto-

jiljkovic, shot himself cutside
the Parliamient on Thursday
evening to protest the new
law. He died from his i m]urles
Saturday night. , .

The law, agreed upon: under
heavy 1. S financial pressure

afte¥ more than a year-of ar- .
guments _among -the .reform: -
ers who ousted Milosevie in

2000, .paves the way for sus-
pects indicted by the tribunal

to be handed over..

Batic’s comments came a
day after the.former army
chief of staff, Gen: Dragoljub
QOjdanic, also indicted  over
mass killings and expulssons
of ethnic Albanians in Kosovo

in 1999, was reported to be
ready to surrender to the. tn—_

bunai.

His iawyer, Vopslav Sele‘
zan, said Monday that Ojdan-
ic was not planning to surren-
der unprompted but would re-
spond to any court order
related. to the tribunal's m
dictment.

“It's wrong to use the word
‘surrender.” It’s a strong and

25~

insulting word.- 1t would be
right to say he will.respoud to

a summons and voluntarily .
appear before the court,”’ he.

said, - - - G afe

Under the new Iaw local-'

courts play a key" role in-the -

legal procedure leading tn the

handover of ‘a suspect.

{ Yugoslav ahd Serb:an ofﬂ-_
cials have said. the proteed:

- ings. stipulated: by the law i
‘might’take up to two weeks -
before the first. transfer. But
they have’ urged- suspects ta-
turn .themselves’ in rathez;"

than waxt to be arrested

.- Yugoslav. Justice. ‘Minister
' Savo ‘Markovic told the. Beta

news agency Monday his min-

istry” had not :forwarded  in-"

dictments to local courts but

" coutd do so sogn,

. The Hague tribunal is seek-"
ing more than 3¢ fugitives,

most of them believed to be in .

Yugoslavla or “Bosnia-Herze-"|
govina's. Serb’ republic: The :
most-wanted “are Bosnian .
Serb wartime leaders Rade-'

van Karadzic and Ratko Mla-*
dic, both charged thh geno—'
cxde :



wgz...

BELGRAI}E (AP) Two key.'
- suspects of the U.N. 'war.

crimes: court said Monday:

that they would surrender to -

_the tribunal, just Hours before |
a Yugoslav government dead-
line expires for, 23 people to.
turn tbemselves inor face ar~;
‘reste ¢ L bl

" Lawyers for fcrmer army
commander Gen. Dragoljub; .
*Qjdanic and former-Croatian -
- Serb rebel'ieader Milan Mar-+
tic submitted surrender pa-.

-pets to the: Yugoslav Justice

| Ministey just before midday::

Justice Minister Savo Mar-: ~

kavic told the state Tanjug

news agency that a deadline

“to. surrender was.extended’
from noon “until mxdmght

Monday alter Iawyers of sev-

. L »
R AT AT

P Adtamar oA e s d 4 £ S tmeraa

eral suspects cantacted the

‘ministry. He.refused to pro-
‘vide names; | "ol

. Ojdanic, who commauded
‘the army - during the -1989
NATQ airstrikes ‘against Yu-:
goslavia, was chirged by the.
‘court in The Hague, the Neth- .

er!ands, with - alleged war ;‘
crimes in Kosove during 8

Serb crackdown in the prov+-

‘ince. About 00,000 Kosova Al- T~ SAR.AJ’EVO (&FP J:j: . s
_brenica’s Bosnian Muslitn ad- -
- ministration’ plans to préss’

harges at the Intermational .
Criminal Ceurt against Dutch:’.}
“officers and U,N. officials fo
- failing,to prevént the piassa
re in. the enclave during the”

banians, were deported from ;
their homes and thousand
‘were killed - ¥

“1 don’t feel gmity he smd
. Qjdanic told a Jocal radi
station Monday that he., wil

Jtravel to The Hague this week

50 he can “defend the dignity!

.of the: (Serb) pesple and the

army’ m iront of r.he tnbunal

’from ‘Yugoslavia 1591, As

. Croatian forces regamed e
el-beld territories, Martic .af
. iégedly ordered - retaliatos
rmssde fire agamst the Lro-

.2002 +23 J’T

atian’ capstal Zagreb ti:at

'ka.lled several cwzhans in”

Iawyer for Ma.rtzc sa’d M-:m—,
© day that his client “wanls to -
" surrender to his stale and e

e my and my campah'whs mn.o—

der to highlsghx the mdmdual
responsﬂuhty of "those in~;

“yolved in the Srebrenica mas-.

sacre on the basts of their po-7.
litical or military role af the

the Dnevni Avaz, a daily-

.}'uly 1955 n the worst ma.ssa—
ere in Europe smce World
War o . :

"He said charges wauld be- der. .
- Government off:cxals have ;

f[led with the ICC.against-

time,” " the town's Buslim . . Dutch officers.and UN. offi-_’
mayor, Sevket Hafizovie, told -

volved .in the ‘massacre but -

cials who were not direétly in'";

‘cence”" - ' ‘
£: Yoiislav Se&ezan, Ojdamcs H
lawyer, said that “the depar-}

3 e of pry client to The Hague -
;“has been.agreed” bot that;

" guarantees wust be provided ;

‘granting the former ger:eral

* freedom pending trial !
Tte federal Parliament thrs ;

" month passed 2 law regulat-
- ing. extraditions and omeri
[ forms of cooperation with the .
T.N. eourt and granting privi- |

. leges for those whe surven-

‘published a list of 23 suspects -
- wanted by the court. Serbian ’
Justxce Minister Viadan Batic «

‘.Mors than 7,500° Muslims’ <did not do enough to pre‘-’ent‘ ‘suggested that -al- of them !

were " killed when ‘Bosnian

e,

.Bosman Serb troaps £ro

would be bunted down xf they i
do. not surrender

PR
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YASUKUNI ANGER

Beii

The ambassadars of China
and South Korea on Monday
protested Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi's weekend
visit to Yasukuni Skrine, say-

ing it hurt the feelings of their

countries’ people.

In separate meetings with
Vice Foreign Minister. Yukio
Takeuchi at the Foreign Min-

istry, Chinese Ambassador .

Wu Dawei expressed “deep
regrets and strong opposi-
tion” to Koizumi's surprise
visit Sunday.

, Although Koizumi has de-
cided not to visit Yasukuni in
August, close to the anniver-
sary of Japan's surrender in
World War 11, Wu said China
opposes visits to Yasukuni by
Japanese Ieaders Mat any
time in any form.”

China claims- that - the
shrine, which honors 14
Class-A war criminals among
Japan's other war dead, sym-

holizes the nanons past mili-

tarism,

South Korean Ambassador
Cho Se Hyung also expressed
“regret” over Koizumi's visit,
and urged an early establish-
ment of an alternative memo-
ria! for the war dead that does
not’ enshrine  Class-A war
criminals.

A government panel is cur-
rently studying the creation
of such a memorial. -

However, Cho at the same
time expressed hope that the
“friendly atmosphers” be-
tween Japan and South Korea
will continue during the co-
hasting of the World Cup soc-
cer finals and various other

exchange events,
It is feared that Koizumi’s

- yisit to the shrine, his second

since he took office in April
2001, will spark anti-Japanese
sentiments in South Korea

. just six weeks ahead of the’
_Wor‘d Cup. .

Many Seuth Koreans smi
harbor bitterness toward Ja-
pan for its colonial rule of the,
Korsan Peninsula between

1810 and 1845,

I Naha, Qkinawa Prefec-

ture, Monday, Takenori Kan- .
zakt the leader of New Kome- ..~ World Cup finals ‘when Japa—

ito, a cogalition partner of Xo-

izumi's dominant .Liberal -

Democratic Party indicated. ..
New Komeito is unhappy with .

szumts visit-and.the criti- .-

cism mounting at home and
abroad.

C4IE is undesxrable for the i

visit by the prime minister of
one nation to Yasukuni Shrine.

to become a major issue do- -’

mestically and international-
iy," Kanzaki said in a speech.

on Sunday had- sullied the--
awarding of the event to the
rival neighbors.

The World Cup starts May
31 in Seoul and ends June 30
with the championship game

" in Yokohama, FIFA awarded ;

the event to the two neighbors I

‘partiy to help them" Qvercome - “Japanese’ Prime M:mster -
Junichiro Koizumi's visit to>
In a statement Teleased by-"_Yasukum Shrine has causea., e
Jconeeérn ‘on many sides,” the- '

past hostilities,

hls parharne_ntary ‘office;,
"Chung said: It d:rectiy
breached the purpose and
.spirit of the. cohosting of the ..

nese Prime Minister Koizumi .
-yisited Yasukuni Shr'ne on’;
Apnl r B . 1*
‘Toierance urged

“TAIPES (Kyudu) -Whiie .Ia

“pan’s other East Asxan ne:gh—--

o

, Seoul ehvbys slam V]Slt

bors have condemned Prime
M:nister Junichiro Kofzumi's
. visit ‘Sunday to a shrine for .

" the war-dead that also honors

'cormcted war criminals, Tai-

.. wan on: Monday urged more. .
tolerance concemmg Japans ‘

wartime history, -

Fore1gn Ministry said in a
press release, and that Taipei
understood the domestic poiit,,

';:cai reasons that tr:ggered
+ the visit,

[ “The: Forexgn Mm:stry
stresses that while history.
_can.mt be forgotten, it should

attltude " the statemen[ 52Ys.

War bereaved lea_dgr hmls Komum

WAKAYAMA (K.yodo] Makoty
Knga president of the Japan °, y
War-Bereaved Assogiation,;:

War-Bereaved Association do E

‘riot sharé his view that paying

. But Kanzaki also showed | praised Prime Minister Jun-7 homage at the shrine does not,

some understanding of Koizu-.,
mi's actlon, deseribing it as
“a private visit,”

World Cup exec upset

-SEOLL (AFP-Jiji) South Ko- -
rea’s World Cup chief Chung

Mong-Joon on Monday ac- -

cused Prime Minister Jun-'
ichire Koizumi of undermin--
ing efforts to successfully co-
host the event in less than 49
days. .. '
Chung, a vice presxdent of
FIFA, [oothall's international
governing hody, said Koizu-
mi's visit to Yasukuni Shrine

ichiro Keizumi on Monday for
“visiting Yasukuni Shrine on-
Su.nday and alsc for. dec:dmg
not to visit it Aug. 15, the anni-,

. versary of Japan's defeat in
:World War IL, EELAAS

".-“The prime minister has ul-"
timate responsibility as Ja--;

pan’s leader; When mainng a N

‘decision (on visiting. the’

_have to be on Aug 15.

- But he said it is essentiai o
f ind-z way tc achieve greater
understanding of the issue be-
tween Japan and ne.ghbormg

« countries, where visits to Lng militarism in Japan,

Yasukum by prime ministers
. are-a sensitive topic.. -

“Bfforts must also be made -
“to explain the prime minister's

Ea 3
SEQUL — Demonstrators shout during a faliy Morsday 0 nro-
test Prime Minister Junichiro Kolzumi's visit the prevmus Gay‘

1o Yasukum Shnne in Tokyo Apmm JE Y .-

izumi's wisit to Yase.kum )
Shr.ne calling it a sign bf ris- |

“Is a statemerit, the- group
said Koirumi's Sunday visit |
“trampled on the feeimgs of
the {amilies of victims'of war

shrine), he 'should be mﬂuw feelings' more frenkly to China  in the'Asia-Pacific regien am

“enced not “rherely by Japans

* interests,” Koga, a former sec-"

" retary genera.l of the. rulmg
Liberal Democratic Party,
rcld a gathering in Wakayama.

Koga said he is aware t!‘at

and Scuth Korea " he saad .

szens protest !

A Tok_vo -based " citizens’
group on Monday protested
Prime ’\‘hmster Junichiro z(o-

X

betrayed seimble  Citizens in; i
.}'apan : -

Aiong with les under” dis- !
cussion in the Diet aimed at :
smoother’ operations by the
Self—Defense Forces du:-mg

emergencxes the s'atemem‘
said, “The visit to the shrine.
€an be seen as an action lead-
ing Japan to be able bo gre-:
pare for waragain. i -y
7 In“December, the g}‘oup:
filed a damages suic against
"Koizumi” “with the Tolkyo Dis-
trict Court over his visit to.
Yasukum Shrine’last August,
;" The, body cizimed that the
tnp to the shrine mfrmged an
_the constitutional” separaiion
behs een stzte and rehglen -
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Former Chinese war slaves
appeal lower court rullng

FUKUOKA (Kyedo) Fifteen
Chinese men who were forced
to work in coal mines here

during World War [I-appealed -

d lower court ruling Thursday
at the' Fukuoka High- Court

. that ordered Mitsui Mining

Co. - but not the government
-~ to pay them compensation.
The plaintiffs had demand-

ed a total of ¥345 mitlion in

compensation” from the cen-
tral government ang the To-

kyo-based mining company: .

“Ti}q government's-ir

: Rity canné'itbe«aqc.gpf rg,, a“-’vi,gp?p?n
- lawyer for the plaintiffs said,
““and we cannot stand without

their apology.”
The lawyer said the plain-

tiffs" legal team will cooper-
ate with other lawyers work-
* ing ‘on similar damages suits,

and keep pushing until the

government admits its re-’

sponsibility in the case.
On April. 26, the Fukuoka
District Court. ordered Mitsui

-_-‘V[mmg to pay W65 mni!ton n’

N 1,._.-x-. E ORI ),,.._-'-'

compensation tothe 15 men )

Premdmg Judge Motoaki ;
Kimura's rullng, which |
awarded ¥11 mitlion to each’
plaintiff, was the first in Ja-
pan to acknowlédge the liabil-
ity of ' company and the gov-
ernment’ over wartlme slave' i
labor. T

-But Kl,mura regected the
plaintit{s’ démand for govern-

“‘ment. compensat:on uphold-

e defendant S assertgon
i ;Cionstltuh,on of
ohzJapaniSpared

g T

compensate‘thnse‘ ddmsged
by the exercise of state pow-
er. The-Meiji Constitution was
in éffect between 1890 and
1947,

~Mitsui Mlmng has also filed
an appeal against the’ Iower
court ruling. .

An estimated 40 000 Chinese
were captured by the Japa-

‘nese military during the war

and fq ctbly- b

ought to*Jai-
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Litting the veil on sex abuse

Critics say child molestation rife in Catholic Church

By SHAWN POGATCHNIK

DUBLAN, {réiand (AP}

cross the zlabe this holy sea-

son for Christians, a wou-

bled Roman Catholic

Church is expressing repentance

and, increasingly, being forced to
pay for :1s sins.

From Australia to lreland,
church leaders have been criti-
eized for protecting priests who
sexially abused boys and girls
without punishmnent, often for de-
cades. The record has leit the
chuceh’s moral authority weak-
ened and its finances vulnerabie to
potential lawsuits frem tens of
thousands of emotionally scarred
vietims,

In several countries, church
leaders nave published blueprints
for reform, overhauled their re-

THE EVIL AMONG US — Pope John Paul I acrives in St Peler's Square

cruitnient and serutiny of semi-
nariansg, and oromisec to report
abusive priests to the police in-
stead of transferring them to an-
other parish More than 100 priests
have been imprisoned, scores
more torced to issue apologies and
resign.

Pope Johr Paul [I, in his mest
detailed public comments a0 {he
subject, sai@ in his pre-Easter
message that the church “shows
her concern for the vietims and
sirives to respond in truth and jus
tice to each of these painful situa.
tions.”

Critics, Jed by victims of pedo-
phile priests, say Catholic leaders
are responding grudgingly and
with the preservation of thewr own
position pringipally in mind. Oth-
ers say the church's response is

T AY - o

at the Vatlcan prior to calabrating his outdoor Easter Mass, March 31.in
a pr2-Enaler message, the pope sald that the church “shows her non-

marn tas ths vinline it gavial ahens b neiastal sad giriteee ta racnaad

s

scatiershol with loo little leader-
ship from Reme.

“The church 15 trying to squirm
away like a snake. They have
more to hide than they would have
us believe,” said John Kelly, lead-
er of Irisk Survivors of Child
Abuse.

His 300-member group rejects as
inadequate a landmark dea, be-
tween Ireland’s government and
tishops to compensate an estimat-
ad 3,000 viclims from church-run

industrial schools and orphanages, ¥

-Kelly, who says he was repeated-
ly raped and whipped by priests ina
rural sehool in the. mid-1960s, would
rather get the oniy priest still alive
thrown in jail than receive a single
cent in compensatien,

“Anyene they feel they can buy
off, they do it. But [ want vindica-
tion,” Kelly said.

Most Americans’ attention this
year has focused on the case of one
Boston priest, John Geoghan, ac-
cused of abusing mere than 100
children while being shuffled from
parish 1o parish.

But simular stories have shocked

. congregations in Australia, Brit-

ain, Canada ard France. Analysts
say it's doubt{ul that any major
Cathalic community has been
spared, although in many coun-
teias past abuse remains a secret,

Even in predominantly Catholic
countries where pedophilia has yet
to emerae as an issue, the church's
unberding policy or clerical celi-
bacy is under assault from other
sex scandals, often involving the
homesexual harassment of young
priests and altar beys.

The latest mgh-profile casualty
came Thursday in the pepe's Pol-
ish homeiand, when Archbishop
Juliusz Paetz resigned after being
aceused of making sexual advanc-
es to priests and seminarians.
Earkier this month a Florida bish-
op resigned after admitting he mo-
lested a tesnage seminanan in the
1970s.

Nowhere has iifting the veil on
sex abuse caused mcre travma
thaa in treland, an ovarwhelming-
ly Catholic country long renowned
for exporting priests worldwide,

Ireland's equivalent to Geoghan
was the Rev. Brendan Smyth, who
preyed of young boys over a $0.
vear career that took him all ever
Ireland and to parishes in the
American states of North Dakota
and Rhode Isiand. His ecase, re-
vealed in 1934, nroveked the col.
lapse of an Irish gov--~-nent and a
sascade of allegatic ‘ainst oth-
£r priests '

Simvtn Aisel in priean in 1047 af.

AFTER THE FALL - Baston's archbishop, Cardinal Bernard Law {right), gestures as he conducis a

Y

£ross tn Baston, March 29, Around 200 protesters gathered outside during the service 1o pray loc the victims of abuse by members ¢f the clergy
and cali far Law's resignation over his alleged mishandling of a serial pedopnile priest.  arr.ieeoros

of children, But the leader of his
Norbertine religious arder, Monsi-
gnor Kevin Smith, revealed the
chureh’s instinet for protecling its
own when in his own resignztion
fetter he irsisted Sinyth had been
repeatedly transferred fc deter
him from fcrreing “attachments”
with children.

While church officials have
vowed to no longer let child moles-
tation go unpunished, a study pul-
lished this weex in the monthiy Je-
suil magazine, America, suggests
that a2 surprisingly high percent-
age of Catholic officials worldwide
are aware of 4 sex abuser in their
midst.

The Rev Joseph Guido, a Do-
minican priest who is an assistani
psychology prefessar at Provi-
dence College in Rhcde Island,
s2id he had surveyed 81 church of-

ficials from one glabally organized

Catholic order.

"Church leaders’ dire¢t know!-
edge of sexual abuse was more
widespread than had been antici-
pated.” he said.

His research found that B3 per-
cent of North American officials
surveysd kmew about abuse alle-
gations against at least one col-
ieague. In the Caritbean and Cen-
wal America, the figure was 12
percent, in the rest of the world
abou: 33 percent.

“Sexual akbuse of chiidren by
priests is a problem for the church
evervwhere.” Guido said.

LR o LTI

confront allegations of systemic
abuse in Catholic institutions.

In 3988, about 200 former resi-
dents of Austraiian schools run by
the Christian Brothers, an irish
teaching order infamous for its
harsh discipline, filed suil alleging
they were repeatedly raped and
heaten by brothers. The church in
1996 se'tled out of court for §2.6
million, 2 deal that left each of the
victims with $2,000 to $7,500,

Similar grievances are stili work-
ing their way through Canada's
courts over decades of abuse ai a
closed Christian Brothers orphan-
age in S Joh's, Newfoundland.

The province's governmeant paid
37 miliion 1o victims in 1995, shert-
ly after the Christian Erothers’
schocis network in Canada filed
for bankrupley when faced with
massive lawsuits.

The order today faces $50 mil-
lion in outstanding claims from
more than 1! victims and the
Newfoundland government, which
hopes to receup morey it paid out.

In France, nearly 30 priesis
have heen convicted over the past
decade of pedophiliz. One, the
Rev Rene Bissay, received an 18-
year sentence after being convict-
ed of raping or mciesting 11 boys
in the mid-198Cs. ang the priest's
bishop received a suspended sen-
ience [or keeping hi 52 a se-
cret, the first suc. . aviction
woridwide But French courts
have dismissed plher cases of al-

- ing that it is too long ago.

in England and Wales, 31 Catho-
lic priests were convicied from
1995 to 1599 for abusing children,
and the arcabishop of Westmia-
ster, Cardiza! Cormac. Murpky
O'Conner, has been accused of al-
lowing abuse by one priest, Mi-
<hael Hill, to po undetected. On
Thursday, Hill was charged with
sexuaily assaulting seven beys and
girls between 1950 and 1989, afier
serving rore than three years in
prisent {or nine uther assauits.

But the British church has also
taken the mest eomprehensive
look in Europe at what's gone
wrong. A 2001 report by a former
appeals judge, Lord Nolar, said al}
church officials, including volun-
teers, should be subiect 1o police
checks and any allegations of
abuse investigated swiftly.

In Ireiand, church and govern-
maent Jeaders have issued a string
of apologies azd, in January, un-
veiled a corapersasion package for
people abused in schools and or-
phanages, most of which are Jong
closed.

The church agreed 1o pay the
government §116 million, mostiy uw
dorzated property; and the govern-
ment in turn would establish a
board w0 pay settiements projected
to run possibly four times higher.
Anybedy who aceepts compensa-
tion by this route must drop pec-
sonz] lawsuits.

The lrish churel. has also an-

who 5 supposed to encourage peo-
ple to report abuse to a netwock of
“ehild protection delegates” — ail
of them priests - 2 move that is
being copied in other coumntzies.

“Daly in the last 20 years have
we Sgen 3 separation of church
and state in Iredand, and peope
have begun to tafk openiy about
child abuse,” said the child protec-
on officer, Paul Bailey, 2 furmer
veleras social worker who teak bis
new post lest July.

Bailey conceded it was “ques-
aonshle whether pecpie know my
office is even here.” He said infor-
mation on how Catholics could re-
port abuse generaiy wasn't pested
on churca ulletin boards, nor had
his olfice referred a single new
case o police

He ig aise advising priests on
how to protect their swm reputa-
te0s

“Priezts should observe cem-
mon-sense nes for ensuring they
do not put themselves in situaticns
where they czn be accused,” he
said. “A priest now should never
be in 2 reom with 2 child on s
owm. We're enconraging priests to
near a child’s {irst confession o
the aitar, to have the child walk up
the steps to the priest whare e
eryone £an see”

He said this advice “annoyed
znd {rustratad” some priests, who
consider being friendly with kids 3
favorite part of their jobs. “Their
understundable reaction s,
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NASSAU (AFY The Roman.

Catholic _leader of the Baha-
mas admitted Tuesday that

priests and lay workers here -

have: sexually abused chil-
dren, and said. perpetramrs
have. been . dismissed.
Archbishop. - Lawrence
Burke cdlled the abuse “insid-
ious and sinful,” bt refused

to provide any. deta;ls, includ- |

ing when cases had occurred

and how many priests or’

workers had been punished.
“We've had cases, and

‘we ve handled them accord-

ing to the policy,” the Jamai-

. can-born archbishop said in a

[

telephone interview.
yes, absolutely, people, have

been dismissed. That mcludeS'
- priests.”

As Burke made the com-
ments, Pope John Paul If told
U.S." cardinals meeting in

Rome that there was no place -

in the priesthood “for those
who would harm the young,”
saying sex abuse by priests

" was both a erirae and “an ap-

pailing sin in the eyes of

. GOd.”

The pape made his toughest

“But | ‘
.policy he said the church in

2002. 4. 25. J-T
Cathohc priests in Bahamas abused kldS

statement since a!legatlons of

sex abuse by priests began
pouring out in January, shak-
ing “the Roman, Catholic
Church in the United States.
Burke, who is set to attend

© the conierenr;e this week,
- called a news -conference

Monday to answer reportex‘s

.questions. He told oné that'the .

church should try to “under-
stand whether there is a con-
nection between a life of celi-
bacy and this dewant behav-
lﬂr »

Burke reassured people
that ‘Catholic schools and
churches were safe for -chil-
dren, and released copies of a

the Bahamas adopted in 1984.

“The archdidcese will not

toierate pedophilia or any

form of child abuse’ by -any

clergy; religious, lay person,
whether an employee or vol-
unteer,” the eight-point docu-
ment states.

It says the church would act

promptly to.investigate alle-

‘gations, and-that .confirma-

tion would lead to the perma.-
nent removal of the offender

-41-

from his mlmstry

- It also says the church’
would abide by Bahamian law

by reporting accusations to
the police and assisting In in-

.vestlgatmns

Burke said that complamts
had been registered with the
attorney -general’s office. -

But the director of publnc‘
prosecutmns .Bernard Turn-

er, said he has worked in the
attorney general’s office since
the 1980s and knew of no com-
plaints filed or prosecutions

‘of Catholic priests or laymen.

The church's policy said it

--examined the background of
‘its workers to ensure new

priests and staff had never

_ faced sexual allegations. It al-

so said it would help rehabili-
tate offenders and support
victims and their families to
2id in their emotional and
spiritual recovery.

Priest in rape case

WARSAW (AFP.Jiji) A Polish’
priest is being investigated.

for allegedly beating up a 60-

‘year-old man, raping him and

then threatening to kill him if

he revealed the mudent
prosecutors said Tuesday.
The 44-year-oid Roman
Catholic priest, whe has_ not
been named, stands, accused
of raping the man following a
boozy dinner after first of-all
beating him.up, spokesman’

" - Romuald Sitarz told the. PAPJ
| NewWS ageney e g I

The priest faces a 10 year

prison sentence if “convicted,
prosecutors in the town of To-
maszow Lubelski said.
- The man was “knocked to
the ground, received several
kicks to the thorax and a frac-
tured rib,"” the spokesman
said.

The incident was reported
to have occurred in January

in a flat belonging to the elder

man, who was appareptly a
friend of the priest.

The priest is also accused of
“threatening to kill the victim
if he revealed the incident,”
according to the report:

_ The priest s not being held
in custody, but has been
banned from leaving the

.country, the spokesman add-

ed.
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Asians flock
to Net for

porn: report

SINGAPORE (Reuters) Asian
Internet users (locked to
pornographic Web sites_in+
March, with. Smgaporean ex- |
ectitives and South Korean |
students topping the list, a
four-country report by Net-
Value shows.

Some 10:7 million South
Koreans headed to adult
sites in March, a hefty 72
percent jump from the year
hefore, the Internet mea-
surement firm said Thurs- l
day. o

Taiwan, Hong Kong and p
Singapore all saw a 30" per--,
cent to 40 percent jump.in

.the number of visitors to the.'

sites. In Taiwan, 2.5 mitlion:
unlque users clicked on porn ;
sites, with 715,700 in Hong!
Kong and 373,100 in Singa-:
pore. ' ;
Given Singapore's “strict;
law of enforcement agalnst‘
all sorts of vices, the Inter-
net offers a convenient
source to sther unorthodox
materials,” NetValue Sales
Divector Alan Choo said.
Asians also spent more
time at porn sites. -
Internet surfers in Taiwan |
were glued to adult material |
on their screens for an aver-
age of 90 minutes in. March,
Hong Kongers spent 73 min-»
utes, Singaporeans 66 mm-!
utes, while Koreans were,
captivated -for just half anl.
hour.- - - .
Students across the four:
countries were also spend:
ing more time on porn .and
downloading more Web pag-
es, NetValue said.

("
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Cardinal Law

admits knowing

of abuse in °84

Los Angeies Tures

BOSTON — Cardinal Bernard
Law on Wednesday testified
that ke knew as early as 1984
that John Geoghan — then a
priest in the Boston Archdio-
cese — was having sexuai en-
counters with young boys.

“[ was aware that there was
involvement because ... of
having removed him out of
one parish and putting him
between assignments before
sending him back to another,™
Law said in an extraordinary,
daylong deposition at Sulfolk
County courthouse here.

Testifying in a civil lawsuit
brought by 86 alleged viclims,
Law conceded that he recog-
nized his signature on an at-
iachment to a 1984 letter from
a woman who said Geoghan
had abused her sons and
nephews,

But again and again
Wednesday, the cardinal said
that he had no recollection of
the actual letter from Marge

‘Gallant, .

“1 found chat lo be absolute-
ly amazing," sald Mitchell
Garabedian, an attorney for
the &6 alleged Geoghan vie-
tims.

“He didn't recall the letter
even though the envelope
said: ‘Urgent,'” Garabedian
said after Wednesday's ques-

tioning concluded. “He just
didn’t recall Marge Gallant
stating that her children were
being abused.”

It was Garabedian who
forced the unusual interroga-
tion of the nation’s senier
Catholic prelate. After the
Boston Archdiocese pulled out
of a $15 million to $30 million
settlement with his clients
last week, Garabediar de-
manded an immediate oppor-
tunity to depose the cardinal.

Law, who on at least four
other occasions has failed to
appear for scheduled deposi-
tions, arrived by police escort
Wednesday in a siiver limou-
sine with darkenea windows.
A small crowd waited outside
the courthouse in the city's fi-
nancial district, some carry-
ing protest signs aimed at the
cardinal. )

Diocesan lawyer Wilson
Rogers Jr., one of several at-
torneys who accompanied
Law on Wednesday, declined
to comment on the day’s pro-
ceedings.

In his black suit and cleri-

cal collar, Law looked grim

as he entered the courtroom.
The cardinal has rebuffed
calls for his resignation in the
face of a clerical sexual abuse
scandal that has shaken the
Catholic Church in the United

’ 1 2 ! T

States and around the worid.
The crisis erupted in Janu-
ary when the Boston Globe
published documents showing
that church officials knew of
Geoghan's long pattern of mo-
lesting children. Rather than
removing him from the

priesthood, the records re-
vealed, church leaders sim-
ply placed Geoghar in new
parishes — where he contin-
sied to work with children.

Geoghan was convicted in |

January of a single count of
child molestation. He is serv-

o~

CARDINAL BERNARD LAW (second right) leaves Sutfolk County courthouse Wednesday. are.aaproto

ing'a 10-year prison sentence.
The scandal escalated in
April when other records
were made pubiic, showing
that the church aisc had pro-

tected the Rev. Paul Shanley, '

an alleged pedophile. Shan-
ley, arrested fast week in San

Diego, was arraigned here
Monday on three counts of
child rape.

The Boston Archdiocese has
provided prosecutors with the
names of close to 100 priests
accused of sexual abuse over
a 40-year period.
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Koizumi, Kawaguchi briefed.
on closure of sex slave fund

Former Prime Minister To-
miichi Murayama on Monday
briefed Prime. Minister Jun-
ichiro Koizumi and Forelgn
Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi
on the discontinuation-of com-
pensating World War It sex
slaves under the Asian Wom-
en’s Fund, according to goy-
ernment officials. T

‘Murayama issued separate
reports Lo Koizumi and Kawa-
guchi on the May end of the
AWT project that has provid-
ed “comfort women" with fi-
nancial compensation, the of-
ficials said.

During his meeting with
Kawaguchi at a Foreign Min-
istry facility, Murayama re-
guested continued support for
a separale project that seeks
to provide the women with
medical and welfare assis-
tance.

Kawaguchi voiced appreci-
ation for the organization's ef-
forts and assured Murayama
that the Foreign Ministry will
continue Lo support its activi
ties, the officials said.

The project is aimed at pro-
viding former comfort women
in Indonesia with social wel-
fare services, such as new
residential facilities.

I1 also seeks to enhance, via

FpRm AN

¥ w7 _
%qwgﬁﬁ sHTEZH E I
SRWBCHEB SZBETH  Fa
RhRtRsRINBEREERY RE
ST LI PR L
'%ﬁﬂ.ﬁ“ﬁ—ﬂmﬁgﬁﬁhgn
RE BSeRHsESO T g9
w e D P‘i@gkcd:ﬂﬁv w2
BEa SEEAE - 0Bm S
XEm SEERENMEED I —
= — g o H R MME j iE
ITHEIR M bl i el
22 % Lo ErE B LEBR
2 AN I A - L F A e T L,
A R L R AL E R IO T MED S
AN LEME R @ &3 E y 1 08
3 S -G "ENBSIOE
siglLRESER R Rpengnen
D PEARTZEL IR BRPLERYZ
EE%%R%%&%ét; AEREHD—FBED

-53-

the provision of various goods
and services, the llving stan.
dards of wemen in the Nether-
lands whoe suffered incurable
physical and psychological
wounds as a result of sexual
slavery. B

‘The AWF's board of direc-
tors decided in February to:
discontinug its “Atonement ;
Money” program, through:
which it has paid ¥2 million '
apiece to South Korean, Phil-!
ippine and Taiwanese appli-i
cants, :

As of early April, 236 wom-
en had received payments,
according to AWF officials,

The fund was established in
July 1995, based primarily on
donations from the public. |

It ran into difficulty after!
the payment program was in- |
augurated in South Korea in
January 1997, with many for-
mer sex slaves-reportedly re.
fusing to accept money from
the fund in lieu of an official
apology and compensation
from the Japanese govern-
ment.

Seoul, which has also pro-
vided former comfort women
with financial aid, asked the
fund to cease its payments in
September 2000 !
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