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Abe protege urges ‘objective’ look
at sex slave apology, draws {lak

Kytdo Nows

Deputy Chiel Cubinet Secretary Hakubun
Shimomura's Wednesday remark that it is
necessary to review the “historical facts”
that led to a 1092 official apology for the suf-
ferings of Japan's wartime sex slaves, or
“comfort women,” was quickly played down
Thursday by the government. '

Chief Cablnel Seccetary Yasuhisa Shioza-
ki gave his assurance Thursday that Japan
will uphold the 1993 apology issued by then
Chief Cabinet Sccretary Yohel Kono,

“I have been told (that Shimomura) spoke
in a private capacily. The government’s po-
sition In honoring the 1993 Kono statement
remains unchanged,” Shiozaki, the top gov-
ernment spokesman, told reporters.

Prime Minisler Shinze Abe said in a Lower
House Budget Commitlee session ecarlier this
month that he accepls the Koo statement.

When Abe was asked Thursday if Shimo-
mura’s remarks contradicted his, the prime
minister réplied, “T believe he made the re-
marks in his capacity as an individual Diet
memiber. 1 see absolutely no problem at all”

In the 1993 statement, Kono officially ac-
knowledged that the Imperial Japanese Army
forced women in Asia into sexual servitude.

Shimomura said in a speech In Tokyo that
the Kono statement sheuld be reconsidered
“by sludying more about the facts after col-
lecting objective and scientific knowledge.”

Shimomura added, however, the govern-
ment is unlikely to consider revising the
statement or a 1995 statement in which then
Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama apalo-
gized for Japan’s warlime aggression and
colonial rule, due to a lack of time,

The matter is “an issue I am going to
study,” he said. _
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