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‘forced into sextal s
‘i the Imperia)_ Aarmy in- the
", 1930s_and ’40s” and’ formally

_‘apolog;tze aSouthKoreanfor-

.7 “Ubave had it with the J

-sex slave Issue.-

women who testified for the"
first time’ before 'the .U.§ d:ers....
-1 House ' of - Representatives. -

i-Foreign Mfalrs Subcommit-’

’. g BT . o et

g

TR et 32

the day'for the enslaved’

“th.ls Jissue’ at “its own conv_e-
idel “nience,”: she’sai :“They 100k
Jis - and fotced.; “usito become

b ind,"‘even
oW, they contmu odeny he
‘_facts"

.mer- “comfort woman"
manded Wednesday. .-

anese govemment’s shrewp&
ways,! Lee . Yong ‘Soo said,
peaJcmg on a.panel with op-. *On dn événing'in 1944; Japa-
position lawmake:s who have 7 ese ‘soldiers forced their. - way
a bill before.the House- of‘*« into:14-year-old ‘Lee’s home
Councilors ‘oo’ the wartune ‘and. dragged her . out by’ the
p neck She, was -taken' to: Tai-
- Lee, 78, was one of thé: three ‘wan, where she was forced to
have

._\.._'\
N .

ng Japan for: havmg used.
comfort womer,” theterm of -

S gt

 €XW

age of 14: I remamed tmma::

*who Wwas.of the panel _saud he*:

?add.ressmg thenational issue;
“but the U.S, 5w Gimiosy
" “An apology is betwéen two
people, Nakaniya said:!{One

sxde must,aclmowledge the .-}

serrorand apdlogize.fromthe,,

~heart: When.the-othier:; iside”
“-truly'understands (the sincer-

-ity),.that-is: whenan. apology -
s complete’] ain angry that -

i3 - sthis is motthecaserright now-
wrin i Japan?. mthuthe ,former
t ‘“coinfort women.’

S
£ 3o

. Since 2001; .amonparmsan
group of opposxhon.lawmak

T M \.n-‘\ P RCT ]
el ...-‘.uh RRcie

‘T1ed,” Lee said.. <1 cari. never

,Dtet ‘several times cang’for

- e R attempt toiréstore.the " official: -apology s L
o Masayoshx_.“"?akamya Sual
.Democratic:Party’ of' Tapan-
“member.o£ the Upper House'':

women s dignit] y‘*mciudmg
“réompéiisation. %

Yover. into this session?"

.<bill a8 soon.as possible.(so the
<Women'can): regaif their- lost
—honor;'l <saldDPJ-<Upper

“House" themiber: Tomiko’ “Oka-

.submltted tothe “House “f

" "Represéntatives at'the end of

‘rJanuary by. Democratic Eep.

‘Vm:e Honda of Cahforma and-

qaee e A R R

: : ‘b:I].‘wa.s. :

zsubmitted to' the Lpper House_,_‘sponsabzhty ng'clear and: s
“was’ embarrassed_that -t was T during ; ‘last year’s or

ent:::Diet:session by the:DPJ the i
*Japapese-Communist - Partv_' .
Zand: the=Sodial. Derocratic -
sParty;eIt . has: been’ camed_

cIudes a req.mst that 1he Jap—.' .'
“an official apology and. steps.’”, anese prime rainister give any

-The ‘goveinment?:
- gize. and ‘agcept historical-Tey;
eqmvocal manner, _.the reso-,

 Edrlier: r}'ns week.‘”‘f‘o

~Hesaid; “the former Impe?

g nal Japanese _Armv was, af
*rectly ;or- indirectiy: involved. .
“in establisking and managmg b
. facilities "and’ _transport
(the comfgrt woren).”

-

: ormahy acimowledge apo;o::

€I
- Minister, TaroAso exp*&csed
'Jns dspleasm-e over the reso- .
:““The: Dief’ should pass the--; B85 L2 ¥ g e B
< EIn 1993 then efCabmer._ -
Secretary Yohel. "Kono madé
"the first. publié: stagement-'-
“abont the sex slaves. S
-zald, also-on. the panelza or. .
“%The=T.S. "resolitionTwas



P R S S O 1T

\R)‘odoﬂems f ﬁ(:"'
o’ Forelgn l\‘lmlsler‘r'l“u‘o asor
sexpressed -displeasure -Mon:
day over a U.S: Hotse of Rep
resentatwes ‘resolution” éon-
demning Japan’ for ‘acts .of,
- sexual. exploitation durfng’
World War 11, saymg he finds'
it groundless, ;... i
11t is éxtréndely” régreﬂable
and - definifely’ not . based on’
facis,” Aso fold a Lower: ouse,
Budget Committee séssion. .
- | - 'The bipartisan fésolution'ls,
- waimed at ¢efisuring Japan for! -
foreing womén of other. parts’
‘of Asia to provide sex for the'
Japanese mlhtary and " éalis.
“on’ToKyo-to formally’ -ac-, -
1-knowledge, apologize and ac-
vécpt historival responiibility’
in a clear and unequivocal
manner" for. thé" exploitation.
/A group ,of:bipartisan taw- -
makers lncludmg Demograuc
‘Rep. Mikp!Honda ‘and: some
powerfill RefublicAns, ‘subinit-

‘1 ,.-
C‘ 15

T T e T R HRE TES

la ’ e_S"groundl

: tedthermolution.)an 31 urg_

e it g J‘lﬂ({
" Ing l’rlme Minister Shinzp’ Abe
“to offer an offictal apology.

- ' With developments, such ds

& heafing -én! the "matter

Thursday. working In favor of '. -

-the teselution’s passage™in .
Congress, "Aso -said, *“The .
-draft resolution has abSOIute
ly no binding force,”:: Liu2’
‘A hearing vas held Thiirs- .

déy in a House foreign réla-
tions subcommitted with ‘vic- . |
-tiths of Japanese sexual ex—_ Yoo

plmtat!on lestifylng.. Sr
"+ Chief- Cabinet Seereta.ry Ya-

suhisa Shiozaki sald. thé™gov- -

* érninient malitains its baslc po-
 sition honbring-.a- 1993 staté.
‘ment 1ssued by then's Chisf
“Cabinet Secrétary. Yohiel Kono, **

The statement officlally a¢- .
knowledged that the Imperial }’

~Japanese Army forced Aslan -
‘women into sexual servitude
Jor its soldlers: Some Liberal >
 Democratic Party lawmakers -
‘hdve launched a campalgn to
haye that position ehanged.

7»00’] ZTTP/
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Z;Fo
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*”WASEmG'rB ,i?AIp ree

, Japanese. soldiers,” and’ the_-.-
I mental. and,,physxcar scars "

“'that” remam,*as They') by.to
| persuade U'S’ lawmakgrS‘ to
i *adopt amoluuon demandmg

a:rapology from Tokyo Pl

§ “The two Koreans and a" for--_ i
"mer’ ! “Dutel” "colonist iwere::,
‘among as many: as’ 200,000, .80
‘ hstomans say .
; ‘were ‘forced. to’have_ sex ‘with
“millions ot‘ Japanese ‘soldiers .

. dunng “the " war ’Japan objec15=

| women "whom'

"'t0-the, Congressional T molu‘aon

“ttroduced last: nmonth’that has' :
. caused unease “in” ot‘herwise

strong ‘bilateral relalions T
In prepar'éd testimony, Sib-

SR SR G

2GS waa;ﬁg%‘*‘wnoa- B

e

<resentatives’ F,‘orelgn Aﬁamg smdLm Zletter sen; 1o t‘h&“com— -

i‘ w2 RV e

- N :&—;\q - N -.- " 0
2l %ﬁk oy
Dkl Dt o B S¥or

6aring by the House, oﬁRep?
ubcommttee —on A&a:«Klm. ot women" that hefelt sncare

ears? shef spent‘as a: young“v ple‘and
gitl heing' raped‘ by Japanese’: =¥ Japan acknowledged in:the
ldiers; sometimes 40 a day.%
newar hasended “but for’ RandFran; “brothels’ “forits
Ty t_roops But: 11: ‘hass rejected

‘-postwar treanes =)
“The As:an‘Women thd

fhat mm‘bod.ies a.nd our _mno- 'ﬁdepmdenﬂynm and fanded

¥ private donations, has pro-
vided a way for; Japan 16 com-
“pensate‘r'ﬁo fmerisex. slaves '
viwithout:-offeringoffical gov-

not iofget.”

"o Japa.n reckons ts eaders- s rriment. tompensation =i

"The s i resolutlo -whmh

‘?WWJ-Q-

have repeated.ly apologmed. In
SR

3.9905 that its;military set up .

um 440 nsj‘go u;mr i ..-\.:‘."-_:

hasyet % Ve eadorsed by the
House, urges the:prime minis-’
ter to “forma]Iy ackriowledge,
apoIogtze and accept histori-

—~

'_\cal’responsibzht} n"alclear
,pamfulexpenencﬁ.. .-;

‘and unequ.woca.l manner” for
the women’s’ ordeal.”

“Jan Ruff’ OHerne ‘was a
"Dtrtch ‘colonist in' Java when
she was made 1o, wqu _J.n a

’ J Japanese | brotbel

“ She'said n herprepared tes.
“t:mony to Congre-:-s that memo-

"’ries of being réped and beaten

“day and night, even by the doc-
Jtor who ¢ examined her for vene-
“real disease, “have torun-ed my
mmd all my life?”" © B
“Japan must come 0 terms
w1th xts ]:ustorv ‘and, ackngwi-
edge (its)’ wartu:ue atrocx-
‘tiés,"she said, !
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WASINNCGTON (Kyodo) Mak- .
ing sense of the horror of war s

- lis arguably ‘much easler fo

. the vietory. the sacri{ices,’
‘though. tragic, ‘can be ratio-

-, nalized in the context of hat-y'

#’tles won, enemies bcstcd and i

“freedoms defended. ool o

-~ 1 'The defeated mcanwhile is.. i

" teft to ask how it all happened. '

.-‘and what it was worth, ques<a)

_+tions that can haunt-a "natio
;and guxde its [ulure for a gen-
icration or more. o, U R
” Yluklo Okaamutg, a former - BE.

sdiplomat and-aide, t¢ Prime},

“iMinister Junichire Kolzuml, Y.uklo Okamot'o T
‘has seen the country striggle « country whose bombcrs Te- !
wnth its past since the humili<7 .duced. more than 60 citles’ tol
--ating 1945 defeat that- ended‘ “Fubble'before unloading *the

-‘perhaps the niost dismal peri-*.- ullimaté weapons of mass-de-!

' ocl in the national mémory..: tistruction over.lllroshlma and *

E 2k Speaking recently at thd Ja  {Nagasaki - has’ ‘always bEén
¢ .- ‘pan Information and Culturé i"an ally and friend “Thé’ ideal-
& ¢ 1Cepter in Washington,: Okay, f‘d that it was ever- anything elsen
_-‘moto addressed the knolty js- becomeéd moreé -abstract «Wlth
- sue of Japan's role in the war . each passing year, 5

.:actions,” he sald,

". vited

ds60l

aﬁlcse péoples collec!live hls»
storical memory."y

o e—

F I ISfor what took flace in
;this decadd that Japanese

have, i the eyes of Chinese
and Koreans; ins’ufﬂelently

i

and felt remorse about then

T
O

~Wih China; the’ hiSlo i y
prickl{ relatlonshlp Is agdra-

y it host of modernién-
‘sions, Inciuding: térritorial
‘disputes over East China Sea

1 io:l fields and visits by Jabsp _

;riese leaders to the dontrove
isial-Yasukuni Shrine vioul g
i " Education'*is also- ab fault
{.for thé bad blood, Okamolo
:said: “n’China, sludents ‘are -

‘taught: by texibonks ‘every,
tyear,’so théfells a_reproduc-”
tion . of ; ant:JJapan sentlment"-'

.cveryeyear “Japanese” Stu-

- dents doh't-cvén éare o knbw;'

;what we_did_to-China,’
.gulf 5 widening ik s

But\even‘*worse than‘iJaf:

reflected upon their deeds’ -

years on,

;mlul ) ;f & Iy 3

sions..Ok'tmolo l:; optimistic
‘that Japan will eventually. be.
.able to mend fences with. Chi-
nu and South Kovea.sdr, -

- 2+ As for how the Japanescre-
gard lhelr.roleiin the-war,-
Okamotg admitted Mbe! trau-,
ma stili haunts Japan today. "

He faults the fcursed” war-.
.tame leadershijp -for- driving.
the natfon into ruin apd, sug-3

~.gested that, lo:heal the-nag-

’ -gmgr infeinal: wounds,. the

country, needs to finally..~nt
blame where blame' js dv'

i “Japanese society, even wn-

.til today, has not succeeded in
«drawing a line separating the
_real culprits.of the wac from
. the rest of the. population;* he

-said, “This wil: be our. task "

l 1 3t

b

W \;,%_‘.I' ‘rl H ‘tﬁ) Iy

7 fand, how, even;aftef § 60-plus’; 's.\- L60king toward ; the \Aman pans savagery in China, k'f
" lyears, some '5COres: remain contiuent ho“ever, the post- i .mo(o ‘said, was] ‘the. rorCed an’
- “unsettled. “ 1, WL AT LEAE wal narratWeireads much ¢ nexatlonof Koreh in 1910 and
% As the 61- yeaH)ld Okamoto.{fdlfferent]y ‘Rap rochement! ‘subseguént’ peciod of imperi-_{:
. 'Sees it, Japan’s reconcillation ;' wilh Chinaand South Koreéa: ‘alist control there, *\9‘,‘ soa |

“with the U.S. began atmost -

‘ remains stubbornly elusive: 1}

:“We robbed. thelr ‘national |

limmediately following:the.i.v. Okamoto sald'it i is Japan S -
‘surrender,-when "U.S. {roops ' selective "memory” of sthe

1dentity, we ! t‘obbéd‘thelr

marnes; ‘we robbed their fan- |

- of Japan’s populdtion, there is

" sarrived to begin the Occupa-
" tion that would remake Japan ..

.as a democratic society.

- . 1. “The air that American sol- .

“diers brought to Japan really

" idid a lot to change Japanese
- ‘perceptions;” - Okamote ‘said,”

.recounting how as a child heY

" 'was given chocolates by.the.: onciliation with. its mainlapd |
. " .newly arrived troops. “That's

the ‘only thing, as a kid, Ii:
;would remember.” .. i D
.And for a growing segment

inothing else to .remémber.;

¢ saw Japan visit its mllitarls—

. war *—acknowledging the val. | !
Aant v but sifajled v struggle! ICi:.me Japanese,” he saidisT§
‘against U.S.x{forces “while’

-accounts of unilateral inya-! fred, yet frictions femairi over

sion and aggression in places‘ :the Yasukuni -visits ‘and ’ﬂlS-_
‘puted claims to small lslets in'
‘the Sea of Japan. ‘Okamotola* -
‘mented that, whilé final irap-

‘likg Manchuria, Nanjing and |
i Korea =-.that has made rec- ..

nelghbors so diffieudt. .2 -
-“The memory i§.all’ about,-
by lhe Paclfic War,"he sald, The -was président of Séuth Koréa,
-decade precéding 1941, which - the two ¢ountries aré now “al-
‘most - fiy sa"confronfalional

‘.prochement ‘seemed ‘within

guage and forced them {6 be -

: The war’s close ended’ Ja‘.
-glossing over:les§ flatleringy lpans -oppressive ruléiin: Ko~

réach when Klm. Daé Jung’

_ Zitie firy pon nearby lands to 'stagé again’ under Kim’s sdc~
. ,For so many Japanese, the. devastating effect, "has’re-: cessor, Roh Moo Hyun S ars
Uni_te States . the same .. mamecla blank in many Jap L Desmtk the currgn

e !

zood- 2‘- 14 I 3@
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