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The Japan-South Kore a Students’ Forum: New Discoveries and Spirit 
of Trust Borne Out of Candid Dialogue  
 

 

 

 
On July 1, 2003, the Asian Women’s Fund 
(AWF) hosted a forum for Japanese and South 
Korean students entitled “The Present, Past 
and Future of Relations between Japan and 
South Korea: Dialogue for a New Generation” 

at the United Nations University in Tokyo.  The forum was divided into two parts:  
Session I, titled “The Issues of ‘Comfort W omen’ and Japan-South Korea Relations: 
Our Views,” and Session II, “The Current State of Relations between Japan and South 
Korea (South Korea and Japan): Our Plans for Change.”  The seminar was jointly 
hosted by the Asian Women’s Fund, a legally incorporated foundation, and the United 
Nations University, with the support of Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  The event 
was well attended by over 140 people, mostly students, requiring additional seating to 
be brought in to the packed conference room. 
 
Seventeen students from South Korea, sixteen Japanese students, and two South Korean 
students studying in Japan met to discuss the dawn of a new era in relations between 
Japan and South Korea.  Starting with an exchange of opinions based on interests with 
respect to each other’s country and individual experiences, the students launched into 
discussions on the past history of the bilateral relationship and how they envisioned its 
future.  Opinions were candid but the atmosphere was calm.   The students departed 
with the promise of being in touch with each other via email. 
 
The South Korean youths who attended were students of either Kwandong University or 
Sogang University (Graduate School of International Studies).   Students from Chuo 
Univeristy, Tsuda College, Tokai University, Kyorin University, Meiji University and 
Waseda University represented the Japanese delegation.   Korean students currently 
residing and studying in Japan were also present.  Professor Won-woong  Lee 

 of Kwandong University, Mr. Takanori Aiba, lecturer at Waseda University, Professor 
Yozo Yokota of Chuo University, and Ms. Momoyo Ise, Executive Director of the AWF, 
attended as advisors. 




