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Filipine comfort women receive formal
apology from Japanese Prime Minister

[y "::-w' :-i'.:mnw-t il o _‘-J:s:\':;-m
e Bl Sk
L Ty
ir:-u&'"‘-:.uuu; ""‘:‘:"“::.q.; :'" eyl .
‘Nankimele, i bl b ot M - e e e a g e berpt
T o R et

i}
!
4!
{
|
i
¢
i
it
i

Lo e o ke veneg Dok 1 ot ¥z e ~
e R A et T
A7 {VELOMEN. HAOBBAENS
EXOERUOFERERWR — iy
Malaya
et
ok il
rape mo o
3 Pilipino
comfort wommen
take Japan's
slonement
money
Isgees  ombsssader oy forret

ety of spelegs ™~ P hs-'vi
a il
- Tve ved Toictn ot

D s
shaves In P *- r.—l::g:u'm”"l
I
-"'WMM“ derid vLau!vnq-l
o, et hest ok thy bretha'y wan!
el inn e i bt
trdge vha wi ferced 1o 0 shont b pre-
ok nd \ide dsy £|‘N"-nl
rey He - e,
Ol io’p bedd 1 walbinr n-;"q el T wore-reed
o -Hm chalmg warg o '
Butmety preidnd P
by o4 e privd Alwe m ¥ leromet
L:: - ;r.. ] 1 srira sud 24
B At By = Loy
ey, the g prral
for “,:"' "WJ':-M-:I 7-'..’.'1 l‘:l ',:.:m Are
-t by “m.'l: el e
ha - . [ .
e e e -nlhbi::hlll:.hn-
1 [1 ¢ . rqmcrde 5 b way
|..u"|'¢"'"4.'§..‘.’.?"" b own wad A <t
Yo | eed rmy degrivy :3
Tt v 30l Carwde Theot Joirt 3o fopans
Walipidui, it o & el o prrAset vl

IRO7 (UL REMN,  LESREAEY pemmen
HEORLOL BRSPS  Jumiaimems Mol

Asiart Wometr's Fundeps oe ogis v ofs o g igs vt b o by o g S sy Sageeyw




-~ Asian - - -

Women's

Fund

.//m.\

AR REHINE S s

GRS i

CREQURLNNNEEEZEE ] O £F0S0RMERT THERENE
LURURY (DES RSO AR D NE QNS &?ﬁL@bb&#HU&n
RUESFOHVSTEVLY SRERovowol® (EEREKE, Yol
URTUEZTE S ORPEH o HB U UL ST USRS &L
HR SIS SRS RERERITETT OCORET IS 0w S
e R NN ERE AL SR ERHOL TNRRED LS IO

w8 IRV HET R UREET - PR QBN FRIC SITEWE
ST S QER U HBOUD QHRT Vaom O¢ TR 2RO il
EVHERT LIRS0 VR0 SRESEMaKHOL SEBRORYR
FhT ZEHQEL SFECW | {V-oRv SEFWORURED Mg+’
EEADRDWIRD Y S04 S UTI L3600 N LT R ST S
TETRYEERHULH TRV S

Aslan Wormen's Fund




(1) EE—FECES SIREW
TEEDINGE LORURT (S TELE
QT RINRNERETT FET DY ouAT IRSERERUEST 80K

s OO RO DAt

{1 RS-

THEDT THEEDNE ERU0 SV XFONHBEMIE S D
SUETUOY BIESAIDIFHLeREOVRST TESE wA
DA EEUHT N LR HERIOVE SO RIS -I0 e Ol

B I E D D dn®

(H1) A - o

R THEREXE! SRYURF XY - EEXREHRD SYERRENK

( QEEERSMEH RIS UL LT THE - BAVORRE N U
CRQEERUTD REOESTIRNC YEEEOTL IV 2 e
HISEREHEI QR ONEVEF UEBY Q1 <9 | <RUWTUNAY

N @RI EER O 500 S 0% S #n°

EROTED” SQEPHEQOHER - XRIP|REI BV Sad?

ASfun Womenw's. Fliidargea s sngs vge o agoe S Ve we s a4 4 gt bt e VS og




- Asian
Women's
Fund

(BI) MHSETTRAH- QMK

PSR S EEL 2l R NE G S 0" HESORFE OV
IR S T S AT RN R KEHE R OES | (VO S’

=HEgs Aﬁlwﬁﬁ}éﬁéé&FL HOESICF QB EE 0
o.“ﬂﬁﬁzﬂ ERERFICRICOXRI EESBEHE N Sl
5

ﬁz?fmﬂlib 2 RILNE SR ERTEUIICERIUIC LY
iﬁﬂfkt%n it& TR0 L EINIERGE R L O R Y S e
ﬁ@u‘:wiﬂﬁ o |L<ﬂbmbn5;om)fui1°

() PUSLHPERCCESER

KEQWHVERI R RR/IETEIERLUHIOTOLR BENDBRRE

T

,{.:.r. .
PO ER IR T S W

e i wripa b e e v s S Asian. Womer's Fund




/ I Y @
7 )'L L3 .': L ‘: o~ 3
Z5 R TR S (R I
» b S ¢ C 0 7
: T D O A S
3 A B S A
& A (I Yo 5
A S S A A
ik ;o on k7w
Lo W 7
b LA 1 i , I ,
1 EoToow &V
2 » oW o~ "7
| nowW b w4
il # Al J o
i I A
p> I LA 2% il
' y v % W P
Al £ * A A
7 o 14
:l{‘ J;[ Q = ,JHL'
7 . 14 ¥
S A B
7 7 @ ) OE
1 Wi W T e
4 WM I
55 1)
0 f_) \
A v %
A ‘c B &
N 2 fig 7
¢ fif L1
< %% I
+ ~ }, j}.i
1) & & {;\
: Asiun Women's fufkfﬁ*'r*ﬁ“‘f‘“f‘mmv‘qm*wmmw*q;;‘;




- Astan -

Women's
Fund
B z n B £ W

(19955816 | 1454900303 | 1996%r22 | 142,967,160
} 818 17,6554491) 28 | 144,457,949F)
: a3 | 20699563 26 | 14s.851.262M)

: 826 | 32,235,924F) 223 | 168,591,616/

: 91 ___37880269Fl ant | 178, 112,186
; 98| 43139,044M | < 211 214,928
ofi4 | 44766983 | 3115 | 213,432,168

sz | 60191561 | a2 | 217,2139150

929 | 65,049,281 Ao | 221,177,740

106 | 56,912,950M 42 | 318,853,124
o3| ses305018 | ang | 326,750,807

1020 | 60,711 987 426 | 332,825585M

1027 | 61,431,606 610 | 336,201,308

12| 618563900 517 | 338441,721M

w0 | eas071m | sea | ad0o072943m

1117 | 74,632,828/ 631 | 347,011.0050)

1wz 76,003,148R 67 | 378,154,182R
o dwea| 7737403 | 63 | 401254182

121 | ésgroacom | e8| 408647,704F

126 | ozpasssi | w5 | 4133655008

S 128 tiestse2em | 710 | 4147984856

12115 | 124568767A | 718 | 418231,279M

| voe | 1oa0sedet | 74 | 4198363820

1996 1/4 | 1237545077 [ 731 434,527,446

_n2| 1349908898 o | 437,324,4047)

e | 1asges7esm | 817 | 4398133708

~vze | 139,971,669M 822 | 440,004.221F3

RROHEN

S g S SR R e e v v e s e e e vt e o At Women's Fumd




4
H
H
= TOIITIENITIIN I T U L AL iy - - -

250,000,000

206,600,000

150,660,000

£
B
i
b

106,000,000

50,000,000

AN \

58 9 10§t 12 %1 2 3} 4 5 46 7 &

Aslin Womel's Fundega e oo o sipe s s Vs i bt wge sqre oo vpe vips epaoge vge




e ASTAN
WbpMWS
Fund

L
C
<“
2:
3
b
&
3
iz
5]
1]
Ly
(P2
7
L

TRO S’ SR
DETAVGE = g

P ¢ OREY HREOHELWHERVUNISR” 2 0 U-LEZV RS

EESETES

000 (M) ~Ne——Ow

MEKHSUESSMRAMNE-EHEME] ~+°

RO ERSE VS REERIVERYIRES

Pl SRBEREZTONESUSIIMES ) QBETT HE S U
—_

AP ADED 5 LIRS O DRI R Y GE QR LSRR

e —

A YT S
101.4}.3 -
~
RN

x5

“

-

? .

s e e e i e e i e P v e Ve U G S S Asiun Women's Fund




PSR IRV O VR BRI S nT
R 3 W Emh® FHETEFBERNTCEOERRES JSEL VRS WD-°
PO THXLORI UGSV LU BRECWREL OV SRS
T+ (W3O co-no (D) ~owo) (W22
WHAMENAWE (W co—xo (©) nronod)

HETHS NICE L7 TXEQULORNNIZEEEEL Y WERRD
Ny 30

PHESTAT AT cmURy SR80S

HEPHE TANIDLQ T OI<REOES ST — DA N0 O
5 44 :

HETANI DL NINNKEEHESRRRUIRR MoRSNeED
MR SO ST Qs e

BHESUSSANEEEIEME (AR EHMMN)

BEC oo () Mo
EE ot HEBEIRR il D E | BRI N AN

Asin Women's Fimdegs e v g oS i i i s sgs wife wife e o o S g




i-
i
b

- XU, - S DOHENE QRN

n .,.unn.d g oK FTETATRIRANL
2 m < Lim BN INEFamBXE
<S= wypE: R[ETIH

(bl o

ol widadnnl

L RFIER

5Tt — -
R ED
i G0

i.
b Tl
5=
Li=- S
=4

=

74

L

&

W&*@#‘%@%%W@@w‘ﬁ!hm Women's Fund

. .




b —

- =
W= W

e OF T RISSSEME B WY ETECETENEROETREE
<EOFS RRERRES ST B CEEEEE ST
& B EREREREET “wip ;s DNF—hDNL
T & e oliEEsEISY B R CUSSEELDWE
== wWm O REAIARE—2RY W RY  COREFOPESEETTY
e s
o

I a0 A 2 i O

-7, S oy o — — [
WU, B ONT EDEKEE

Taoy RT B ERY SE<CERRETECK TR

WOR MK XTI

SREES NF— N ERELIBERSETEEX
g B SECDEEE

=& H o OREERERCERSET

LU O SEREEXKE R

£ @ =

EE T SRAChAERE

Asian Women's Fundepe vipe ogs HEs oo it s soge vt G0 e oo s B et At St 2




ERXI3 pUPHEREDER ]

Activitics of the Asian Women's Fund , é?

[+ 5] .&!l

The Committee on Historical Materials on "comfort women” has been
established within the Fund, and actively promotes the colleetion of
materials on the "wartime comfort women” issue, in collaboration with
histerians and other expests.

In 1993, mention of the issue was introduced into senior high school
textbooks used in school education. In addition, it was decided this year
that junior high school textbooks contain mention of the issue. The
Pund wishes that the issue be treated cormrectly in school education.

(5) Dealing with Contémporary [ssues ot Women
In order to deal with the contemporary issucs which offer affront to the
honor and dignity of womeq, the Fund is carrying out the following

projecis.

(a) Sponsoring Intérnational Fora
in August 1996, the Fund sponsored with the Economic and Social

Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) an international forum
on such contemporary women issues as women's reproductive right,
international traffic in human beings, and domestic violence.
(b) Support for Activities Promoting Women's Rights

- Financial support to peopke ad organizations addressing a wide
varicty of contemporary women's problems.

* Assistance to investigations on the violence against women und
researches on cause and prevention of the violence against women.

- Counseling to voluntecers who address the contemporary issuds
which offer affront to the horor and dignity of women.
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Activities of the Asian Womien's Fund
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t0 each victim of the countries and region where the programs of
alonement are 10 be implemented .-« the Republic of Korea, the
Philippines, and Taiwan.

(2) Lettér trom the Prime Minister

With regard to the issue of "wartisne comfort women,” the
Govemment of Japan has expressed its sincere apologies and remosse,
recognizing it was a grave affron{ to the honor and dignity of women.
When atonement money is delivered to them, the Government of Japan
will convey a sincere letter from the Prime Minister expressing these
sentiments to cach and every former "comfort woman.”

{3) Medicat and Welfare Projects

In order to meet, it all sincerity, the moral responsibility of the
Govemment of Japan to the victims, medical and welfare projects will
be implemented for the former wartime "comfort women”, disbursing
govemment funds totaling approximately 700 million yen for the victims
of the countries and region conceémed «1+« the Republic of Korea, the
Philippines, and Taiwan, These projects will take into consideration the
actual circumstances and wishes of the victims, and will be implkemented
in a manner that permits the access of each one of them on an impartial
basis.

The medical and welfare projects would include to provide (a)
dwelling improvements, (b) personal care services and (c) medical
ireatment and pharmaceuticals.

(4) Programs Underscoring Lessons of History

As a pillar of its activities, the Asian Women's Fund has established
the goal that the programs should serve as a lesson of history for future
generations in order to ensure that the issue never arises again.
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Activities of the Astan Women's Fund -

(Provisional Translation)

Activities of the Asian Women's Fund
- August 1996

Since its cstablishonent in July 1995, the Astun Women's Fund has
contingted activitics whose puiposes are to deal with stonement 10 those
who suffered as “warlime comfort women" and to address the
contemporary issues which offer an affront to the honer and dignity of
woinen. As a result of its campaigns for contributions from i broad
range of Japanese cilizens, in order to implement programs enacling the
Japancse people’s atonement ta the former "wardime comtort women,”
as of 22 August, the total amount of donations colleeted had reached

440,004,221 yen (approximately US$4,110,000 ), and the Fund had
reccived a wide variety of opinions and much encouragement,

In addition, the Fund has conducted many discussions with the victims
and people concerned in the relevant countries and region, and has taken
steps to ensure that the resulis of these discussions are reflected in the
Fund's programs. The following describes the framework of the Fund's
programs which were decided upon after these discussions. The
Goevernment of Japan and the Asian Women's Fund will work together,
conlinuing their efforts 1w ensure that the Japanese people's feelings of
atonement be conveyed to as many victims as possible and to address
such contemporary issues as the violence against the women.

(1) Atonement Money - - Atonement from the Japanese peopié
The atorement money for those who suffered as “wartime comfort

wotnen” is to be provided on the basis of contributions from the

Japanesc people. The Fund will provide two million yen to cach
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The Committee on the Asian Women's Fund soif
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3. The Committee will Jiaise and discuss with representatives of the
Asian Women's Fund, Japanese and Philippine governments in the
processing, desighing, and implementation of AWR programs for the
SUrvivors,

Composition

The Committee is composed of experis in various fields that will
provide their expertise to suppost the 1.olas in the process of availment.
They include a psychologist, a medical doctos, a lawyer, a historian, two
full-time researchers, a representative fromt LILA Pitipina and a
representative from the Asian Women's Human Rights
Councif(AWHRC).
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A BRIEF PROFILE OF THE COMMITTEE
ON THE ASIAN WOMEN'S FUND
Committee on the Asian Women's Fund

Background

The Committee on the Asian Women's Fund was created following a
resolution of the Nationat Board of LILA Pilipina to evolve a
mechanism through which to chanae! support to the Filipino survivors
of Japan's wartime military "comfort women" wheo are availing of the
Asian Women's Fund. The Committee is scparate from, and independent
of LILA Pilipina.

Functions and Purposes
The Committce has the following functions and purposes,

1. The Committee in consultation with the Philippine and Japanese
~ govemmients and support groups for the Filipino survivors, will
participate in the formulation of the process of availment of survivors of
the AWF, taking into account the padicelar needs and situations of cach
victims/survivors.

2. The Committee will assist the survivors in undertaking the
quatification process , in lerms of facifitating reguirements, articulating
needs and problems of individual survivors and safeguarding and
promoting the rights of the victims during the availment process.
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Ms. U read about the comfort women in the newspaper and was
shocked, When she saw a newspaper advertisement about the Fund in
August, she decided to withdraw her postal savings. Although she has
difficulty walking, she went to the post office by herself. She had
someone fill out the form and for this reason, could not make her
donation anonymously., She told the postal clerk fo send the estire
deposit with interest and that is why the amount she contributed was not
an cven sum,

Ms. U twice mentioned that she had been poor all her life, As such,
her contribution stems from a deep sense of sympathy. She referred o
recent vociferous accusations from South Kerea against Japan and
believes that it is necessary for Japan 1o atone for past wrongdoings.
When reminded that there were riticisms of the Fund and that vartous
views had been voiced, she asserted that there should be no need (o
make a distinction between the govemment aid the people of Japan,

“As a Korean Resident of Japan since Prewar Days..."

Mr. M, when first contacted on the phone, gave no impression
whatever that the person at the other end, behind the Japancse name,
was a Korean resident of Japan with many emotions buricd deep within
his heart, .

His wife opposed making this donation, saying that she could aot
understand why a Korean should huve to contribute ty this particular
cause. Mr. M told her that the victims were not just Koreans, but all the
women in the region of the so-called Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity

- Sphere. He explained that it was important for him to make the

donation as a person who had lived in Japan since the prewar days,
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Donating a Portion of My Milltary Pension

s As a former soldier, [ am contributing a portion of my milhary
pension. However, [ would like to say that only those who were there
can understand the mentality of the battlefiekd. [ do not want you to
think lightty of our experience,

Fifty Yoars After the War - ‘A New Beginning

* 1 would prefer government apology and compensation, but § approve
of u private fund as a step towards this end. ‘This small donation is from
my family of four. Please pul it 1o good use. My father is now 77 years
old and fought in Manchuria and Okinawa. [ pray for the success of
your Fund.

o 1 would like to make a sniali contribution to fostering good relations
with other Asian nations.

’ Tl_iei'c are many women who are still suffering. Please keep up your
good work,

¢ In addition 10 resolving issues of past war responsibility, 1 hope you
will also help the fathedess children of Asian nations today, who are
still the victims of irresponsible Japanese men.

Visits to Two Contributors

*I have béen poor all my lite..."

Ms, U lives in a home for the elderly in H city. Ms. U said that she
was 82 years old, had lost her husband more than 10 years ago, had no
children and was alone in the world,
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the reasons given by the Japanese Government will have to be taken
into account, but I think compensation to the victims should take
precedence over ODA (official development assistance).

» [ would like you to usc this donation to help the former comfort
women recover their honor and dignity. However, this does not absolve
the Japanese Government of further responsibility, so at the same time,
please continue your various efforts to uncover the historical facts.

From Those Too Young to Know the War

* As long as one is a citizen of this country, it is not possible to cscape
from Japan's past mistakes or history. As a Japanese persen, and as a
human being, ¥ would like to express my heartfelt apologics to all who
were coerced into becoming warlime comfort women. 1 wish the Asian
Women's Fund success. + *From a 27-year-old youth born afier the war
« [ am participating because | realize that the Japanese people also share
the responsibility for the war.

To Make Ful Atonement for the Past
* With deep humility, I would like to express my apologies to the
women who were coerced into becoming comfort women. In principle,
I strongly believe that Japan should make amends at the governmental
level, But, fifty years after the war, realizing that these women are
getting older and have little time left, 1 should be flexible inmy
convictions. As one Japanese citizen, I am sending you this donation to
use as atonement. 1 pray that it will relieve their pains and sufferings,
even if only in a smal way. This must aever be allowed (o happén
_again.



RIRZS REEDSDAYE—S g
'CJ;

“Contribution from the Heart” 25
Lixia H‘kﬂﬁ

"Contribution from the Heart"

A large number of individuals and cilizens' groups hiave sent their
donations to the Asian Women's Fund together with many messages. 1t
is these messages which truly express the feelings of the contributors
and show why they responded 1o the Fund's campaigas for
contributions. These messages have been translated into Bnglish and
are being pussed on to the victims. Following are some of the
messages:

An Apology as a Human Being

*» Belicving that actions are more important than words, 1 have made
this small contribution.

* 1 would like to express my heartfedt apologics o the women who were
forced to lead miscrable lives us comfort women. | pray that they will
find peace and happiness in the future. 1cannot help much. However, .
if there is any volunteer work that | can do for two hours a day at home,
please do not hesitate to ask me. 1 sincerely hope that you will give
atonement to them as soon as pussible.

+ § have waited for a fund like the Asian Women's Fund. It will help to
relieve the burden in my heart that I feel as a Japanese, T am very glad
that the Fund has been established.

Doing What { Can, Little by Little

e | was only a child during the war, but when | tater Icamed of the
comfort women and tricd to imagine their humiliation, 1 trembled with
rage al the Japanese troops who carried oult this inhumang scheme. 1
believe that each Japanese citizen should make amends for this crime on
an individual basis. In my view, the Asian Women's Fund is a
meaningful and concrete step towards accomplishing this task.

» [ understand that the positions of the countries and region involved and
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We know that the pain you have endured could never be atoned for
with words of apology or with a monetary payment, However, we
sincerely hope that you will accept our atonement as a wken of our
people’s resotve to never repeat what happencd in the past.

In cooperation with the Government of Japan, the Asian Women's
Fund will launch medical and wetfare assistance programs as one of the
Fund's activities for atonement, the intention of which is to fulfill our
moral responsibilities. The Fund will furthenmore sirive to make known
the true facts relating to the "comfort women" issue, and proceed with
sty and rescarch programs which examine relevant documents and
materials to serve as lessons of history,

Since you stepped forward to pronounce your case, our eyes have been
opened anew to the events of the past. The Jupanese people will never
forget your suffering and your courage. With alf our hearts, we
sincerely hope that you are able to find somewhat more peace in your
life.” N

Sincerely,

Bunbei Hara

President
The Asian Women's Fund
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{Provisional Translation)

1996
Dear Madam,

The Asian Women's Fund, cstablished in cooperation with the
Government and people of Japan, hergin conveys to you the sense of
atonement hekd by the Japanese people for the unbearable suffering you
were forced to endure as a wartime "comfort woman.”

At a certain time of war in the past, many comfort stations were
cstablished with an involvement of the former Japanese armed forees,
and many women were recruited and forced Lo become “comfort
women" for officers and soldiers. There were cases where young
women, including 16-17 year-olds, were recruited without an indication
of the fate before them, and, in occupied arcas, there were cases where
direct cocrcive means were also used. 1 understand that you were one of
such victims.

This cruelty uly denigrated the fundamental dignity of women. As
ckearly acknowledged in the Prime Minister's letter, the Government and
people of Japan today bear moral responsibility for the acts inflicted
upon you. We alse extend our heartfelt apologies to you.

I know that you not only experienced intolerable suffering during the
war, but through more than 50 years since, have lived with physical
damage and cruel memorics.

in such recognition, the Asian Women's Fund, in cooperation with the
Government of Japan, appealed to the Japanese people in a year-long
campaign for contsibutions. Many thoughtfui people responded with
contributions (o the Fund. Many letters accompanying contributions
expressed sincere apologies and sense of atonement shared in the hearts
of the Japanese people.
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, * Letter from the Prime Minister of Japan it

Finatly, I pray from the bottom of my heart thal cach of you will find
peace for the rest of your lives.
Respectfully yours,

Ryutaro Hushimoto
Prime Minister of Japan
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Letter from the Prime Minister of Japan

.W"?E%
o€ UL £ 8

(Provisignal ‘Transiatlon)

The year of 1996
Dear Madam,

On the occaston that the Asian Women's Fund, in cooperation with the
Government and the people of Japan, offers alonenient from the
Japanese people (0 the former wartime comfort women, [ wish to
express my personal feelings as well,

The issuc of comfort women, with an involvement of the Japanese
military authorities at that timwe, was a grave affront to the honor and
dignity of large numbers of women.

As Prime Minister of Japan, 1 thus extend ancw my most sincere
apologies and remorse (o all the women who underwent immeasurable
and painful experiences and suffered incurable physical and
psychological wounds as comfort women.

We must not evade the weight of the past, nor should we evade our
responsibilities for the future.

! believe that our country, painfully aware of its moral responsibility,
with feelings of apology and remorse, should face up squarely to its past
histosy and accurately convey it to fture generations.

Furthermore, Japan also should take an active part in dealing with

violence and other forms of injustice 10 the honor and dignity of women,

+ o e = = =
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