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(EH
5. Requests the Special Rapporteur, given his experience, to consider
the possibility or presenting his comments and suggestions to the Working
Group on Contemporary Forms of Slavery, if possible by attending the session
of the Group: :

6. Requests the Under-Secretary-General for Human Rights to provide the
Sub-Commission with the necessary support for the fulfilment of this mandate;

7. Decides to consider the question at its forty-ninth session under

the agenda item entitled "Rights of the child”.

55th meeting
5 March 1992
[Adopted without a vote. See chap. XXII.]

ANNEX
ogramme of action for the prevention of the _sale of children,

child prostitution and child pornography

General

1. Child victims of trafficking and sale, child prostitution &nd child
pornography are children in especially difficult circumstances, as indicated
in the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of
Children, adopted in New York on 30 September 1990 by the World Summit for
Children (See E/CN.4/1991/59, annex).

2. The Eraf[icking in and sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography constituteAggﬁg;gﬂjgyms_pjmglayegyuwhich are incompatible with
human vights, huwnan dignity and values and jeopardize the welfare of
individuals, families and society as a whole.

3. To prevent the trafficking in and sale of children, child prostitution

and child pornography,‘concerted measures are called for at the national,
regional and international levels, including information, education, assistance
and rehabilitation, legislative measures and a strengthening of law enforcement
in this field. Coordinating agencies should be appointed or established at

the national, regional and global levels.

4. At the global level, coordination of the Programme of Action should

be carried out by the Centre for Human Rights in cooperation with other
sections of the United Nations Secretariat, the Centre for Social Development
and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, the United Nations Development
Programme, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the

United Nations Children’'s Fund, the International Labour Organisation, the
United Natjons Educatjional, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the



Wworld Health Organization. Cooperation should also be established with
regional bodies, the World Tourism Organization, the International Criminal
olice Organization and non-governmental organizations.

5. Economic conditions will continue to have considerable influence over the
destiny of children, particularly in the developing countries. For the future
of all children, it is absolutely essential to ensure or revive sustained and
sustainable economic growth and development in all countries.

6. The best interests of the child should govern every decision and guide
all efforts undertaken to implement this Programme of Action.

7. The measures contained within this Programme of Action should be
implemented bearing in mind the economic imbalance which exists between
industrialized States and the developing nations and the need to support the -
eftorts of developing countries in this regard. :

fa. States are required to. accord a clear high level of commitment and
priority to combat and eliminate the trafficking .in, sale and sexual
exploitation of children. : :

9. States should systematically discourage the exercise of ‘all customs,
traditions and practices which encourage the trafficking in and sale or sexual
exploitation - of children.

10. The sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography cannot be
justified by reason of poverty -or underdevelopment. Besides the .long-term
action required to treat the underlying causes and thus prevent these phenomena
from occurring in the future, it is essential that States take urgent and
immediate measures to reduce the dangers that children .face. - ’

11. 1In situations of emergency, national or international conflicts, or
disasters, when communities and normal patterns of life break down, children
are especially vulnerable. In such circumstances, States should take all
necessary.measures to protect children from trafficking, sale and sexual
exploitation.

Information

12. 1International, regional and national information campaigns are required

to raise public awareness at all levels of the grave problems of trafficking
in, and sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography by:

(a) Warning and informing people about these grave abuses:;
(b) Informing them about prevention programmes;

. {(c) Publicizing ways of reporting these abuses:;
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(d) Publicizing services for victims;
(e) Making known the penalties for the perpetrators:

(f) Teaching that culture and traditions which encourage these forms of
child abuse are contrary to international norms for the protection of children.

13. .In order to increase the availability and to improve the quality of
information, investigation of abuses should be undertaken by public and
private institutions. The results should, wherever possible, be made public
and exchanged between governmental and non-governmental organizations at the’
local, national and international levels. Due regard should be paid to the
need for confidentiality with regard to the identity of the victims.

14. It is imperative that information programmes be carried out on a
continuous basis. Nevertheless, to provide a focus for the campaigns,
States should consider the possibility of proclaiming a world day for the
aholition of contemporary forms of slavéry. The anniversary of the adoption
of the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of.the
Fxploitation of the Prostitution of Others, 2 December, might be an
appropriate date. Alternatively, an international children's day already
established in a State's calendar might be used for this purpose.

15. The media should contribute fully to these information efforts with a
view to ending the silence surrounding these forms of child exploitation.

16. Non-governmental organizations and associations should be encouraged to
lend their full support to these efforts. ' '

17. Law enforcement agencies should bé given a significant role in these
information campaigns.

Education
18. The following educational goals are central to this Programme of Action:
. (a) Universal primary education for all, with special emphasis on girls;
(b) Accelerated literacy programmes for women and girls; ' .
(c) Vocation-oriented formal and/or non-formal education curricula.
19. Preventive educational programmes could usefully be integrated into
primary and secondary school curricula. Similar programmes should be designed
for out-of-school children and particularly vulnerable groups, for example,
street children, adolescent mothers and single and abandoned mothers.
20. Specific educational measures and training should be directed towards

professionals who work with children, including teachers, social workers,
health workers, members of the police, members of the judiciary and religious



personnel. Special educational measures should be directed towards the general
public, especially men and parents, and to particular groups, such as travel
agencies, tourists and the military.

21. All educational efforts should be based on universal ethical principles
including the recognition of the integrity of the family and of every child's
fundamental rights to the integrity of his or her own body and the protect1on
of his or her 1dent1ty Such educational programmes should include:

(a) The rights of the child and the respect due to all children by all:

{b) The inculcation of values such as self-esteem;

{c) The transmission of universal ethical principles;

(d) Making the child understand the dangers of trafficking and sale,
child prostitution and pornography, including health risks such as acquired

immunodeficiency syndrome, and of drug and alcohol consumption and their
damaging effects;

(e) Ways to'pfevent, identify and expose such abuses and to help child
victims: ‘

“(€) Fducation in fatherhood and motherhood, including the need to creaté
a family atmosphere of trust and communication within which a child can expose
these issues: '

(g) The principle of equality between men and women.
22. Innovative methods, including the use of the mass media, and grass-root
community-based methods reaching the widest 90551b1e public, including
potential victims, should be encouraged.
23. In all educational measures, care should be taken to ‘avoid both
underplaying and sensationalizing these issues. Account should be taken of

the sociocultural characteristics and economic conditions of each country and,
where children are involved, of the age of the child.

Legal measures and law enforcement

24. Preventive legislation aimed at protecting children should be promulgated,

strengthened and better enforced. Poljce, courts and treatment and support
systems should focus on the welfare and protection of children. Legal aid
should be made available to those who claim to have been sexually violated and

to parents or legal guardians in cases of trafficking in and sale of children.
Methods should be developed to obtain evidence from the child without further
traumatization, and witnesses should be afforded protection.

25. Trafficking in, sale or sexual exploitation of children are serious crimes
and must be treated as such. Efforts should be made to detect, arrest and



convict clients, consumers, procurers, intermediaries and accomplices, and
provision made for sanctions which take into account the grave nature of these
offences.

26. Effective legislative and enforcement measures must also be directed
against the intermediaries and others who.encourage and make profits from the
trafficking in, sale and sexual exploitation of children, such as agents,
dealers, bhrothel-owners, policemen, and others involved. The proceeds from
such activities should be seized and confiscated. '

27. The Convention on the Rights of the Child provides protection against
trafficking in, sale and sexual exploitation of children. States are
encouraged to become parties to the Convention at the earliest possible date.
For its implementation within States, national institutions composed of
representatives of public agencies, non-governmental ofganizations and
associations should be established to coordinate action and to protect
children and their rights.

28. States are urged to become parties to the International Labour
Organisation conventions pertaining to the employment of children, in
particular the Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138), and effectively to
enforce laws which prohibit the employment of children in work likely to
endanger their morals and physical health.

20. States are urged to ratify and effectively implement the Supplementary
Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions and
Practices Similar to Slavery of 1956, and the Convention for the Suppression

of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others
of 1949, and, furthermore, Lo submit reports reqularly to the Secrétary—General
of the United Nations on their implementation.

30. States are urged to take all necessary measures to ensure that persons
involved in trafficking in, sale or sexual exploitation of children are
punished or extradited to other countries.

3J1. States should keep under review all new forms of technology which could -
be used for trafficking in, sale or sexual exploitation of children, and adopt
appropriate legislation.

Social measures and development assistance

12. These abuses are often linked with poverty. Their prevention and
elimination requires long-range structural reforms in the social and economic
fields. In the short term, development activities of United Nations agencies,
especially the World Rank and the International Monetary Fund, and of other
international and national agencies should have a substantive and positive
impact on children and promote appropriate development strategies and policies.
Priovity should be given to formulating a family policy to prevent abuse and
to policies aimed at improving the social, economic and working conditions of



girls and women in general, and of the poorest girls and women in particular.
Local community-based projects, including collective self-help projects- should
also be encouraged.

33. The needs of children who have been victims of trafficking, sale or
sexual exploitation should be taken into account in development plans and
assistance. Special attention should be given to certain groups of children
at risk, for example, street children, teenage single mothers, children of
broken homes or those whose mothers are in prostitution and other children

in especially difficult circumstances. Governments, specialized agencies,
United Nations bodies and non-governmental organizations should be encouraged
to initiate projects designed to protect street children from sexual abuse
(mobile units to offer social and medical aid, small-scale enterprise projects
for children, “safe houses'", emergency centres, etc.). Efforts should be made
to reunite street children in cities with their families in rural areas and in
general to improve the social, economic and working conditions of parents
whose children are victims of sexual exploitation or are at high risk.

Rehabilitation and reintegration

34. Rehabilitation and reintegration programmes using an interdisciplinary
approach should be established to assist children who have been victims of
trafficking, sale or sexual exploitation and their families. ' Agencies
implementing such programmes, whether public or non-governmental, should be
established, or strengthened by being provided with the necessary support
and funding. They should be encouraged to request technical assistance,
evaluational assistance, information on new methods of self-funding schemes,
etc., from United Nations bodies ‘and from public or private, national or
international sources with relevant competence.

-International coordination

35. Bilateral and multilateral cooperation among law enforcement agencies

is essential. States should establish their own data bases, improve their
reporting at all levels, exchange information and report to the International
Criminal Police Organization to enable a special data bank on suspects
involved in cross-border trafficking, sale or sexual exploitation of children
to be set up. The experience gained in international police cooperation in
combating drug traffic should be used to prevent international traffic in and
sexual exploitation of children. i

36. A special intergovernmental task force should be set up at the regional
level to assist Governments in devising ways and means of checking the
phenomena of the trafficking. in, sale and sexual exploitation of children;
niational level commissions should plan new measures to address these problems
in cooperation with concerned non-governmental organizations.



_Lgfficking in _and sale of children

37. The measures mentioned in the following paragraphs specific to the
trafficking in and sale of children are required.

. 38. States should take effective legal and administrative measures to prevent
the abduction and sale of children for whatever purpose (sexual exploitation,
any form of labour, adoption, criminal activities, trafficking in organs,
etc.). Laws should be adopted or strengthened which impose penalties on
parents. and on all others knowingly involved in the trafficking in and sale
of children. '

39. States should pay special attention to preventing and severely punishing
any case of sale, abduction or traffic of children for transplantation of
organs, particularly from developing to developed countries. They should
conperate with each other and with intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations to these ends.

40). States should adopt urgent and effective procedures .at the national
level and through bilateral and international cooperation to find abducted,
unlawfully removed or disappeared children and to trace families and reunite
such children with their families. In this regard, special attention should
be given to the situation of refugee children and their need for protection
from trafficking, sale and sexual exploitation.

41. Measures should be taken to ensure that international adoptions do not
involve the sale of children by their parents or their illicit removal.
Procedures for this purpose should be based on the Declaration on Social

and Leqgal Principles relating to the Protection and Welfare of Children,

with Special Reference to Foster Placement and Adoption Nationally and
Internationally of 1986, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Under no circumstances must adoption be allowed to involve financial gain for
any of the parties involved. The commercialization of adoption procedures
should he prohibited. )

42. Inter-country adoptions, where permitted by national law, should only
take place through competent, professional and authorized agencies in both the
country of origin and the receiving country of the children.

43. The procedures for child birth registration, renunciation of -parental
rights and consent to adoption by a parent should be strictly regulated by law
and adequate counselling offered to the biological parents.

44. Governmental and non-governmental bodies should cooperate at.the national
and international levels in order to promote and develop local and national
alternatives to inter-country adoptions, such as child care facilities,
including day care and other support services for parents, care by relatives,
foster family care and domestic adoptions. Special efforts should be made to
ensure that parents are not incited to part with their children for
socio-economic reasons. V
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Chila prostitution

45. The measures mentioned in the following paragraphs specific to child
prostitution, independently of whether the clients are locals or foreigners
should be: taken.

46. Incest and sexual abuse within the family or by the child's employers.may
lead to child prostitution. States therefore should take all appropriate
legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to protect
children against all forms of abuse while in the care of parents, family or
legal guardians or any other person. '

47. Special attention should be paid to the problem of sex tourism.
Legislative and other measures should be taken to prevent and combat sex
tourism, both in the countries from which the customers come and those to
which they go. Marketing tourism through the enticement of sex with children
should he penalized on the same level as procurement.

48. The World Tourism Organization should be encouraged to convene an expert
meeting designed to offer practical measures to combat sex tourism.

19. States with military bases or troops, stationed on foreign territory
ov not, should take all the necessary measures to prevent such military
personnel fvom bheing involved in child prostitution. The same applies to
other categories of public servants who for professional reasons are posted
abroad.

50. Legislation should be adopted to prevent new forms of technology from
being used for soliciting for child prostitution.

Child pornography

51. The measures mentioned in the following paragraphs specific to child
pornography are required. )

52. Law enforcement agencies, and social and other services should place a
higher priority on the investigation of child pornography in order to prevent
and eliminate any exploitation of children.

53. States that have not yet done so are urged to enact legislation making it
n crime to produce, distribute or possess pornographic material involving
children.

51. Where required, new legislation and penalties should be introduced for
the mass media which broadcast or publish material threatening the psychic

or moral integrity of children or containing unhealthy or pornographic
descriptions and to prevent new technology being used to produce pornography,
including video films and pornographic computer games.



55. States should be encouraged to protect children from exposure to- adult
pornography, especially through new forms of technology, by adopting suitable
legislation and appropriate measures of control.

56. States should encourage the imass media and the journalistic profession to
adopt codes of practice governing the publication of material, including
aldvertising, with pornographic overtones, and should remind them of their
responsibility in influencing public attitudes. -

Follow-up

57. States are invited to consider this Programme of Action in relation to
‘the Plan of Action for Implementing the World Declaration on the Survival,
Protection and Development of Children in the 1990s.(See E/CN.4/1991/59,
annex) and to the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

58. States are further invited to inform the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities periodically on measures taken to
implement the Programme of Action, whether or not they are parties to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

59. United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and non-governmental
organizations are invited to examine the application of the above Programme
of Action as appropriate to their mandates.

1992/75. Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

IU‘

The Commission on Human Rights,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 467112 of 17 December 1991 and
Commission resolution 1991/52 of 6 March 1991,

Reaffirming that the rights of children require special protection and
call for continuous improvement of their situation all over the world, as well
as for their development and education in conditions of peace and security,

Profoundly concerned that the situation of children in many parts of the
world remains critical as a result of inadequate social conditions, natural
disasters, armed conflicts, exploitation, illiteracy, hunger and disability,
and convinced that urgent and effective national and international action is
called for, '

Mindful of the important role of the United Nations Children's Fund and
of the United Nations in promoting the well-being of children and their
development:,

Convinced that the Convention on the Rights of the Child, as a standard-
setting accomplishment of the United Nations in the field of human rights,
makes a positive contribution to protecting the rights of chlldren and
ensuring their well-beiung,
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Recommendation No. R (91) 11

of the Committee of Ministers to member states -
concerning sexual exploitation, pornography

and prostitution of, and trafficking in,

children and young adults

(Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 9 Septemb.er 1991
at the 461st meeting of the Ministers' Deputies)

The Committee of Ministers, under fhe terms of Article 15.b of the.
Statute of the Council of Europe, '

Considering that the well-being and interests of children and young
adults are fundamental issues for any society ;

Considering that sexual exploitation of children and young adults for
profit-making purposes in the form of pornography, prostitution and
traffic of human beings has assumed new and alarmmg dimensions at
national and international level;

Considering that sexual experience Iink'ed to this social phenomenon,
often associated with early sexual abuse within the family or outside of
it, may be detrimental to a child's and young adult’s psychosocial dev-
elopment;

Considering that it is in the interests of member states of the Council of
Europe to harmonise their national legislation on sexual exploitation of
children and young adults in order. to improve the co-ordination and
effectiveness of action taken at national and international level with a
view to tackling this problem;;

Having regard to Recommendation 1065 (1987) of the Paduamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe on the traffic in children and other
forms of child exploitation;



Recommendation No. R (91) 11

Recalling Resolution No. 3 on sexual exploitation, pornography and
prostitution of, and trafficking in, children and.young adults of the
16th Conference of European Ministers of Justice (Lisbon, 1988);

Recalling Recommendation No. R (85) 4 on violence in the family,
Recommendation No. R (85) 11 on the position of the victim in
the framework of criminal law and procedure, Recommendation-
No. R (87) 20 on social reactions to juvenile delinquency and Rec-
ommendation No. R (89) 7 concerning principles on the distribution of
videograms having a violent, brutal or pornographic content;

Bearing in mind the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms (1950) and the European Social Charter
(1961); .

Bearing also in mind the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child (1989),

I. Recommends that the governments of member states review their
legislation and practice with a view to introducing, if necessary, and
implementing the following measures:

A. General measures .
a. Public awareness, education and information

1. make appropriate documentation on sexual exploitation of children
and young adults available to parents, persons having minors in their
_care and other concerned groups and associations;

2. include in the programmes of primary and secondary school edu-
cation information about the dangers of sexual exploitation and abuse
to which children and young adults might be exposed, and about how
they may defend themselves; '

3. promote and encourage programmes aimed at furthering aware-
ness and training for those who have functions involving support and
protection of children and young adults in the fields of education,
health, social welfare, justice and the police force in order to enable
them to identify cases of sexual exploitation and to take the necessary
measures, ' '



Recommendation No. R (91) 11

4. make the public aware of the devastating effects of sexual exploi-
tation which transforms children and young adults into consumer
objects and urge the general public to take part in the efforts of associ-
ations and organisations intervening in the field;

5. invite the media to contribute to a general awareness of the subject
and to adopt appropriate rules of conduct;

6. discourage and prevent any abuse of the picture and the voice of
the child in an erotic context;

b. Collection and exchange of information

7. urge public and private institutions and agencies dealing with
children and young adults who have been victims of all forms of sexual
exploitation, to keep appropriate statistical information for scientific
purposes and crime policy, while respecting anonymity and confi-
dentiality ; ' :

8. encourage co-operation between the police and all 'public and pri-
vate organisations handling cases of sexual abuse within the family or
outside of it and of various forms of sexual exploitation;

c. Prevention, detection, assistance

9. urge police services to give special attention to prevention, de-
tection, and investigation of offences involving sexual exploitation of
children and young adults, and allocate to them sufficient means
towards that end;

10. promote and further the creation and operation of specialised
public and private services for the protection of children and young
adults at risk in order to prevent and detect all forms of sexual exploi-
tation;

11. support public and private initiatives at local level to set up helplines
and centres with a view to providing medical, psychological, social or
legal assistance to children and young adults who are at risk or who
have been victims of sexual exploitation ;



Recommendation No. R (91) 11

d. Criminal law and criminal procedure

12. ensure that the rights ahd interests of children and young adults are
safeguarded throughout proceedings while respecting the rights of the
alleged offenders;

13. ensure throughout judicial and administrative proceedings -con-
fidentiality of record and the respect for privacy rights of children and
young adults who have been victims of sexual exploitation by avoiding,
in particular, the disclosure of any information that could lead to their
identification;

14. provide for special conditions at hearings involving children who
are victims or witnesses of sexual exploitation, in order to diminish the
traumatising effects of such hearings and to increase the cred|b|||ty of
their statements while respecting their dignity ;

15.- provide under an appropriate scheme for compensation of children
and young adults who have been victims of sexual exploitation;

16. provide for the possibility of seizing and confiscating the proceeds
from offences relating to sexual exploitation of children and young
adults;

B. Measures relating to pornography involving children

1. provide for appropriate sanctions taking into account the gravity of
the offence committed by those involved in the production and distri-
bution of any pornographic material involving children;

2. examine the advisability of introducing penal sanctions for mere
possession of pornographic material involving children;

3. ensure, particularly through international co-operation, the detec-
tion of firms, associations or individuals often linked with two or more
countries, using children for the production of pornographic material ;

4. envisage informing the public, in order to raise awareness, of the
implementation of penal policy, the number of prosecutions and con-
victions in cases involving child pornography, while ensuring the
anonymity of the children concerned and of the alleged offenders;



Recommendation No. R (91) 11

C. Measures relating to the prost/tut/on of children and young adults

1. increase the material and human resources of welfare and police"
services and improve their working methods so that places where child
prostitution may occur are regularly inspected;

2. encourage and support the setting up of mobile welfare units for
the surveillance of, or establishment of contact with, children at risk,
particularly street children, in order to assist them to return to their
families, if possible, and, if necessary, direct them to the appropriate
agencies for health care, training or education,

3. intensify efforts with a view to identifying and sanctlonlng those
who foster or encourage the prostitution of children or young adults, or -
who profit from it, on the one hand, and of the customers of child
prostitution, on the other;

4. create or develop special units within the police and, if necessary,
improve their working methods, in order to combat procuring of .
children and young adults ;

5 dissuade travel agencies from promoting sex tourism in any form,
especially through publicity, in particular by mstltutmg consultations
between them and the publlc services;

6. give priority to vocational training and reintegration programmes
involving children and young adults who are occasionally or habitually
prostituting themselves;

D. Measures relatihg to the trafficking in children and young adults.

1. supervise the activities of artistic, marriage and adoption agencies
in order to control the movement within, or between countries, of
children and young adults to prevent the possibility that they will be led
into prostitution or other forms of sexual exploitation;

"2. increase surveillance by immigration authorities and frontier police
in order to ensure that travel abroad by children, especially those not
accompanied by their parents or their guardian, is not related to
trafficking in human beings;

3. set up facilities and support those existing, in order to protect and
assist the victims of traffic in children and young adults.
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il. International aspects
Recommends that the governments of member states:

1. examine the advisability of signing and ratifying, if they have not
done so: : :

- the United Nations Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic
in Persons and the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others (1950);

- the Hague. Convention on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law and
Recognition of Decrees relating to Adoptions (1965) ;

- the European Convention on the Adoption of Children (1967);

- Convention No. 138 concerning Minimum Age for Admission to
Employment, of the International Labour Organisation (1973);

— the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(1989);

2. introduce rules on extraterritorial jurisdiction in order to allow the
prosecution and punishment of nationals who have committed offences
concerning sexual exploitation of children outside the national territory,
or, if applicable, review existing rules to that effect, and improve inter-
national co-operation to that end; '

3. increase and improve exchanges of information between countries
through Interpol, in order to identify and prosecute offenders involved
in sexual exploitation, and particularly in trafficking in children and
young adults, or those who organise it;

4. establish links with international associations and organisations
working for the welfare of children and young adults in order to benefit-
from data available to them and secure, if necessary, their collaboration
in combating sexual exploitation;

5. take steps towards the creation of a European register of missing
children.

ll. Research priorities

Recommends that the governments of member states promote.research
at national and international level, in particular in the following fields:

1. nature and extent of various forms' of sexual exploitation of
children and young adults, especially with a cross-cultural view;
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2. nature of paedophilia and factors contributing to it;"
3. links between adoption and sexual exploitation;
4. links between sexual abuse within the family and prostitution

5. characteristics, role and needs of the consumers of child prosti-
tution and child pornography ;

6. evaluation studies of vocational training and reintegration pro-
grammes concerning youth involved in prostitution;

7. structure, international networks, interconnections and earnings of
the sex industry; ‘

8. links between the sex industry and organised crime;

9. possibiliﬁes and limitations of the criminal justice system as an
instrument of prevention and repression of various forms of sexual
exploitation of children and young aduilts;

10. epidemiology, causes and consequences of sexually transmitted
diseases in children and young persons, and analysis of their links with
sexual abuse and exploitation. '
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Acts adopted pursuant to Title VI of
the Treaty on European Union

Pursuant to the Stockholm Conference the EU {covering 15 States, not to be confused with the Council of Europe)
has adopted a plan of Joint Action to combat human trafficking and the sexual exploitation of children. This is one
of the few instruments specifically aimed at the protection of children and requires all State Members to take
important measures at national level. Given the recent police incompetence in Belgium in detecting and breaking
up paedophile rings, which led to the loss of children’s lives, this instrument is to be particularly welcomed. It is
also to be welcomed as it recognises chiidren’s rights within the context of the Treaty on European Union. If fully
implemented by Member States, the proposals contained in this joint action would promote co-operation between
States Parties’ poiice forces, ensure that trafficking and sexual exploitation of chiidren is firmly recognised as

a crime, and lead to better co-operation between national police forces and between the poiice and the famiiies

of victims.

JOINT ACTION of 24 February 1997
adopted by the Council on the basis of
Article K.3 of the Treaty on European
Union concerning action to combat traf-
ficking in human beings and sexual
exploitation of children (97/1 54/JHA)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty on European
Union, and in particular Article K.3 (2)
(b) thereof,

Having regard to the initiative of the
Kingdom of Belgium,

Whereas the establishment of common

. rules for action to combat trafficking in
human beings and sexual exploitation of
children is likely to contribute to the
fight against certain unauthorized immi-
gration and to improve judicial coopera-
tion in criminal matters, which are of
common interest to the Member States
within the meaning of Article K.1 (3)
and (7) of the Treaty;

Having regard to the Resolution on traf-
ficking in human beings and adopted by
the European Parliament on 18 January

1996 ! and the Resolution on victims of
violence who are minors, adopted on 19
September 19962;

Bearing in mind the Recommendations
on combating trafficking in human
beings adopted by the Council on 29 and
30 November 1993;

Bearing in mind the conclusions of the
European Conference on trafficking in
- women, held in Vienna on 10 and 11
June 1996;

Bearing in mind the conclusions of the

World Congress against commercial sex-
ual exploitation of children, held in
Stockholm from 27 to 31 August 1996;

Recalling Article 34 of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child of 20
November 1989.

Whereas trafficking in human beings
and sexual exploitation of children con-
stitute serious infringements of funda-
mental human rights, in particular
human dignity;

Aware of the need to take account of the
particularly vulnerable position of the
victims of this type of crime, in particu-
lar the vulnerability of children;

Whereas trafficking in human beings
and sexual exploitation of children may
constitute an important form of interna-
tional organized crime, the extent of
which within the European Union is
becoming increasingly worrying;

Anxious to implement the necessary
measures to put a stop to trafficking in
human beings and the sexual explonta-
tion of children;

Taking into account the fact that the
Council already has decided to take
effective measures against the trafficking
in human beings by the adoption of a
Joint Action to set up a Directory of
Centres of excellence 3 and by establish-
ing an Exchange Programme for training
of persons competent in this matter?;

Considering that the Member States of

the European Union concerning certain
types of trafficking in human beings and
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sexual exploitation of children should
take concerted action to counter obsta-
cles, where they exist, to effective judi-
cial cooperation on the subject, in accor-
dance with the multiannual programme
on cooperation in Justice and Home
Affairs, adopted by the Council on 14
October. 1996

Aware of the need for a multi-discipli-
nary approach to the question of traf-
ficking in human beings and sexual
exploitation of children;

Noting that the terms used in this Joint
Action do not refer to any specific legal
system or national law but rather should
be interpreted in the light of the legal

systems of Member States;

Noting that the provisions of this Joint
Action are without prejudice to obliga-
tions of Member States under conven-
tions to which. they are bound, such as
the 1950 UN Convention for the
Suppression of the Traffic in Persons
and of the Exploitation or the
Prostitution of others, or to the right of
Member States to take measures which
further enhance the protection of chil-
dren or combat trafficking in human

- beings,

HAS ADOPTED THIS JOINT ACTION.

TITLE I

Aims

A. For the guidance of Member States in
applying this Joint Action, and without
prejudice to more specific definitions in
the Member States’ legislation, the fol-
lowing concepts are understood, in the
context of this Joint Action:

(i) ‘trafficking’, as any behaviour which

--ooo-ooo-...o---o-o.uoooooooooo--oooooc;--'o;o....oooooooénoo--oooco-o-oooo....---.-o-oooo-o-oo-oo-o.-...ooo_oooo-oo.-oooooooooooooooooooc-o-o......o-ooo-a'o-.o-o-
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facilitates the entry into, transit through,
residence in or exit from the territory of
a Member State, for the purposes set out
in point B (b) and (d);

(ii) ‘sexual exploitation’ in relation to a
child, as the following behaviour:

(a) the inducement or coercion of a
child to engage in any unlawful sexual
activity;

(b) the exploitative use of a child in
prostitution or other unlawful sexual
practices;

(c) the exploitative use of children in
pornographic performances and materi-
als, including the production, sale and
distribution or other forms of trafficking
in such materials, and the possession of
such materials;

(iii) ‘sexual exploitation’ in relation to -
an adult, as at least the exploitative use
of the adult in prostitution.

B. In order to improve judicial co-oper-
ation in the context of combating traf-
ficking in human beings and sexual
exploitation of children, each Member
State undertakes, while respecting the
constitutional rules and legal traditions
of each Member State, to review their
relevant national laws concerning the
measures set out in Titles I1 and III relat-
ing to the following intentional types
of behaviour, in accordance with the
procedure set out in Title [IV:  ~

(a) Sexually exploiting a person other
than a child for gainful purposes, where:
- use is made of coercion, in particular
violence or threats, or

- deceit is used, or

- there is abuse of authority or other
pressure, which is such that the person
has no real and acceptable choice but to
submit to the pressure or abuse involved;
(b)trafficking in persons other than chil-
dren for gainful purposes with a view to
their sexual exploitation under the condi-
tions set out in paragraph (a); :

(c) sexually exploiting or sexually abus-
ing children;

(d) trafficking in children with a view to
their sexual exploitation or abuse.

TITLE II

Measures to be taken at national level
A. Each Member State shall review
existing law and practice with a view to
providing that:

(a) the types of behaviour set out in
Title B are classified as criminal
offences;

(b) these offences, and, with the excep-
tion of the possession referred to in Title
I A (ii) (c), participation in or attempt to

commit them, are punishable by effec-
tive, proportionate and dissuasive crimi-
nal penalties;

(c) legal persons may, where appropri-
ate, be held administratively liable in
connection with the offences listed in
Title 1 B or criminally responsible for
such offences, committed on behalf of
the legal person in accordance with
modalities to be defined in the national
law of the Member State. That liability
of the legal person is without prejudice
to the criminal responsibility of the
physical persons who have been accom-
plices in or instigators of those offences;
(d) the penalties and, where appropriate,
the administrative measures referred to
in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this Title
include: ’
- insofar as natural persons are concerned,
in serious cases at least, custodial penal-
ties which may involve extradition,

- confiscation, where appropriate, of
the instruments and proceeds of those
offences,

- where appropriate and as provided by
the administrative or criminal law of the
Member State, the temporary or perma-
nent closure of establishments which
have been used or intended for commnt-
ting such offences;

(e) the offences covered by this Joint
Action will, where appropriate, fall with-
in the scope of application of the
Council of Europe 1990 Convention on
Laundering, Search, Seizure and
Confiscation of the Proceeds from
Crime;

(f) its authorities are competent
regarding the offences set out in Title 1
B (c) and (d), at least in cases where:

(i) the offence is committed, wholly or
partly, on its territory,

(ii) with the exception of the offence of
possession of pornographic

material referred to in Title 1 A (ii)

(c), the person committing the offence is
a national or a habitual resident of that
Member State.

B. Where it would be otherwise con-
trary to the established principles of its
criminal law relating to jurisdiction, a
Member State may in either adopting or
exercising the competence referred to in
point A (f) (ii), provide that the offence
must also be punishable under the law of
the State where it was committed.

C. Where a Member State maintains the
requirement of double criminality pro-
vided for in point B, it shall keep its law
under review, with a view to ensuring

that this requirement is not an obstacle
to effective measures against its nation-
als or habitual residents who are suspect-
ed of engaging in such offences in juris--
dictions which may not have taken ade-
quate measures as referred to in Article
34 of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child of 20 November 1989.

D. Mémber States may provide that they
will only exercise the jurisdiction provid-
ed for in point A (f) (ii) if certain proce-
dural conditions are fulfilled, or where
the alleged offender cannot be extradited
because of:

- a refusal by the Member States con-
cerned to comply with a request for
extradition made by the State where the
offence was committed, or

- a confirmation by that latter State that
it does not intend to request the.extradi-
tion of the alleged offender, or

- failure by that State to request the
extradition of the alleged offender within
a reasonable time. -

E. Each Member State shall take the
measures necessary to ensure that in
addition to ordinary constraining mea-
sures such as search and seizure, ade-
quate investigation powers and tech-
niques are available to enable the
offences listed in point A (a), (b) and
(e) to be investigated and prosecuted
effectively, in compliance with the
rights of defence and privacy of the
persons subject to those measures.

F. Each Member State shall take the
measures necessary to ensure:

(a) appropriate protection for witnesses
who provide information concerning the
offences referred to in point A (a), (b)
and (e), in accordance with, in particular,
the Resolution of the Council of the
European Union of 23 November 1995
on the protection of witnesses in the
fight against organized crime;

(b) appropriate assistance for victims
and their families. '

For this purpose, each Member State
shall ensure that: '
(i) victims are available where required
by the Member State’s criminal justice
system to give evidence in any criminal
action, which may entail provisional res-
idence status in appropriate cases; and
(ii) victims are enabled to return to their
country of origin, or another country -
which is prepared to accept them, with the
full rights and protections accorded by the
national law of the Member States.



In addition, each Member State shall
ensure that victims of the offences
referred to in Title I B are given appro-
priate assistance to enable them to
defend their interests before the Courts.

Each Member State shall examine how
to keep families of children who are
victims of offences covered by this
Joint Action informed of the progress of
the enquiry. .

G. Each Member State shall take the
necessary measures to ensure that the
services which are likely to have relevant
experience in the context of the fight
against trafficking in human beings and
sexual exploitation of children, in partic-
ular the immigration, social security and
tax authonties, give special attention to

- the problems connected with trafficking
in human beings and sexual exploitation
of children and, while respecting the
internal law of the Member State, coop-
erate with the authorities responsible
for investigation and punishment of the
offences referred to in point A (a), (b)
and (e). In cases which merit special

" attention, these services should in partic-

ular:

- advise those authorities on their own

initiative, where there are reasonable

grounds for considering that one of these

offences has been committed,

- provide those authorities with all useful

information, either on request or on their

own initiative,

- if appropriate, take part in the proce-

dures as experts.

H. For the purposes of ensuring that
the fight against trafficking in human
beings and sexual exploitation of chil-
dren is fully effective, each Member
State shall ensure that the activities of
the authorities responsible for this fight
are properly coordinated, allowing for
the possibility of a multi-disciplinary

_ approach. Such coordination could, for
instance, involve a national or regional
level, depending on the administrative
structure and legal system of the
Member State concerned, ministerial
departments, the police services, the
Jjudicial authorities which specialize in
the matter, as well as public bodies
which have been given special responsi-
bilities in this area.

I. The authorities of each Member State
shall take due account of the contribution
to the fight against trafficking in human
beings and sexual exploitation of children
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of any group, foundation or association
which, by virtue of its Statute, has the aim
of combating such offences.

TITLE III

Cooperation between Member States

A. Member States shall grant each other
the widest possible judicial cooperation

in the investigations and judicial process-

es relating to the offences referred to in
Title II, point A (a), (b) and (e).

B. Each Member State which has made
a reservation or declaration with respect
to Article § of the European Convention
on Mutual Assistance in Criminal
Matters of 20 April 1959, shall review it
in order to verify whether it might pose
an obstacle to an effective cooperation
with other Member States in relation to
offences covered by this Joint Action.

C. Member States shall, in accordance
with the applicable arrangements and
conventions in force, ensure that letters
rogatory are dealt with as quickly as pos-
sible and shall keep the requesting State
fully informed of the progress of the
procedure.

D. Member States shall, where appro-
priate, take the necessary measures, to
allow the direct transmission of requests
for assistance between locally competent
authorities.

E. Each Member States shall, where
such appointments do not already exist,
appoint one or several contact authorities
which may be contacted in the event of
difficulty in complying with urgent let-

" ters rogatory.

F. Member States shall also, in confor-
mity with the respective legal traditions
of each Member State and applicable
conventions and arrangements, grant
each other assistance in the exchange of
information which in one of the Member
States is administrative in nature or
falls under the competence of admin-
istrative authorities.

G.  Each Member State shall ensure that
information concerning missing minors
and persons convicted of offences set out
in this Joint Action as well as informa-
tion which could be useful for investiga-
tions and prosecutions of such offences
is organized in such a way that it is read-
ily accessible and can be effectively used
and exchanged with other Member
States. ’

H. Without prejudice to its own investi-
gations and procedures, each Member
State may, without receiving a prior
request, communicate to another
Member State any factual information
where it considers that disclosure of the

-said information is likely to help the

recipient State to begin or carry out
investigations or procedures to prevent
or punish the offences referred to in Title
II, point A (a), (b) and (€) or is likely to
involve a request for judicial coopera-
tion from that Member State.

L. The exchange and communication of
information referred to in paragraphs F,
G and H shall be carried out in compli-
ance with the right to privacy and applic-
able instruments and national law relat-
ing to the computerized processing of
personal information.

J. Member States shall inform and alert
their diplomatic and consular posts, where
applicable, in third countries and make the
best use of the possibilities offered by
them, in the context of international coop-
eration against trafficking in human beings
and sexual exploitation of children.

TITLEIV

Commitment and follow-up

A. Each member State shall bring for-
ward appropriate proposals to implement
this Joint Action for consideration by
the competent authorities with a view to
their adoption.

B. The Council will assess, on the basis of
appropriate information, the fulfilment by
Member States of their obligations under
this Joint Action, by the end of 1999.

C.' This Joint Action shall be published
in the Official Journal.

D. It shall enter into force on the
date of its publication.

Done at Brussels, 24 February 1997.
For the Council

- The President

H. VAN MIERLO

1 OJ No C 32, 5.2.1996, p.88.

2 OJ No C 320, 28.10.1996.

3 OJNo L 342, 31.12.1996, p.2.
4 OJ No L 322, 12. 12.1996, p.7.
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NATIONAL LEGISLATION ON CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

Region & Country Law specifically prohibits Law prohibits Age of Legal age | Legal age CRC
child pormography both adult & majority for for sexual | ratification
child marriage relations
pornography ‘
under a general
law
Prod. Dist. Poss.
‘NORTH AMERICA

Canada Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 18 14 .

Mexico No No No Yes 18 18 . 18

United States Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 varies by varies by NO

state state
CENTRAL AMERICA

Belize No No No Yes 18 18 16 X

Costa Rica No No No Yes 18 15 17 X

El Salvador No No No Yes 18 14f/16m X

Guatemala No No No Yes 18 18 18 X

Honduras No ‘No No No 18 21 No law X

Nicaragua No No No No 21 18f21m X

Panama No No No No 1 8. 14f/16m 18 X

SOUTH AMERICA

Argentina No No No Yes 18 16£/18m 15 X

Bolivia Yes No - No Yes 21 14f/16m 17 X -

Brazil Yes No No Yes 21 16£/18m 14 X

Chile No No No Yes 18 18 12 | X
- Colombia No No No No 18 14£/16m 14 X

Ecuador No No"’ No Yes 18 12{/14m X

Guyana No No No 14f/16m X

Paraguay No No No Yes 20 12f/14m X

Peru No No No No 18 14{/16m 14 X

Suriname No No No Yes 21 18 12 X




Region & Country

Law specifically prohibits Law prohibits Ageof Legal age | Legal age CRC
child pormography both adult & majority for for sexual | ratification
child marriage relations
pormography
gnder a general
law
Prod. Dist. Poss.
Uruguay No No No Yes 18 18 16 X
Venezuela No No No Yes 18 14f/16m X
CARIBBEAN
Antigua & Barbuda No No No No 18 14 14 X
Bahamas No No | No Yes 18 18 14 X
Barbados No No No No 14 18 14 X
Cuba Yes Yes Yes No 21 18 14 X
Dominica No No No Yes 18 18 16 X
Dominican ‘No No No No 18 18 18 X
Republic
Grenada Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 - 21 X
Haiti No No No No 18 X
Jamaica No No No Yes 18 16 16 X
St. Kitts & Nevis X
St. Lucia No No No No 18 16 16 X
St. Vincent & The X
Grenadines
Trinidad & Tobago No ‘No No Yes 14 18 14 X
CENTRAL & EASTERN EUROPE
Albania No No No No - X
Armenia No No No Yes 18 16 16 X
Azerbaijan No No No Yes 16 X
Belarus No No No Yes 18 18 18 X
Bosnia Hercegovina No No No Yes X
Bulgaria No No No | Yes X
Croatia Yés Yes No No - 14 18 14 X
Ciech Republic Yes Yes No - Yes 18 18 15 X




Region & Country Law specifically prohibits Law prohibits Age of Legal age | Legal age CRC
child pornography both adult & majority ~ for forsexual | ratification
T child marriage relations
. pornography
under a general
law
P.rod. Dist. Poss.
Estonia Yes Yes Yes " No 18 X
Georgia No No No Yes 18 sexual X
maturity

Hungary No No No V Yes 16 X
Latvia Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 18 16 X
Lithuania No No No | No 18 14 X
Macedonia (former No No No Yes 18 16-18 14-16 X
Yugoslavia)

Republic of No* No* - No* Yes* 18 18 18 X
Moldova

Montenegro X
Poland Yes No No Yes 18 18f21m. 15 X
Romania No No No Yes 18 18 X
Ruséian Federation No No No Yes 18 18 no law X
Serbia X
Slovakia Yes Yes No Yes: 15 18 16 X
Slovenia Yes Yes No Yes 14 18 14 . X
Turkey No No No Yes 18 15f/17m 15 X
Ukraine No No No Yes 18 - 17f/18m 16 X

WESTERN EUROPE

Andorra Yes Yes No Yes 18 16 X
Austnia Yes Yes Yes Yes 14 16f/19m 14 X
Belgium Yes Yes Yes No 18 18 18 X
Cyprus No Nb No 16 X
Denmark Yes Yes Yes No 18 18 15 X
Finland Yes Yes No Yes 18 18 14 X
France Yes Yes " No Yes 18 18 18 X
Germany Yes Yes |° Yes Yes 18 18 X




Republic

Region & Country Law specifically prbhibits Law prohibits Age of Legal age | Legal age CRC
child pormography both adult & majority for for sexual ratification
oo _ child marriage relations -
pornography '
under a general
law
Prod. Dist. Poss.
Greece Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 18 18 X
Iceland No No No Yes 16-18 18 14 X
Ireland No No No Yes 18 18 17 X 7
ltaly No No No Yes 18 18 14/13 X
Liechtenstein No No No Yes 18 18£/20m 18 - X
Luxembourg No . No No Yes 18 15f/18m 16 X.
Malta No No No Yes 18 18 18 X
Monaco 18 18 18 X
Netherlands Yes Yes Yes No 18 18 16 X
Norway Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 18 1 6 X
Portugal Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 18 18 X
San Marino X
Spain Yes No " No Yes 18 16 12 X
Sweden Yes No No No 18 18 15 X
Switzerland Yes Yes No Yes 18 16 NO
United Kingdom Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 18 16 X
AFRICA
Algeria ' 19 18f/21m 16 X
Angola No No No Yes 18 18 18 X
Benin X
Botswana No No No Yes 18 18 18 X
Burkina Faso No No No No 21 17€21m | Nolaw X
Burundi X
United Republic of Yes Yes Yes Yes 21 16 18 X
Cameroon
Cape Verde
" Central African No No No Yes 18 18 18

—93—




Region & Country Law specifically prohibits Law prohibits Age of Legal age | Legal age CRC
child pormography both adult & majority for for sexual | ratification
child marriage relations
pornography
under a general
law
Prod. Dist. Poss.

Chad X
Comoros X
Congo No No " No | Yes 18 18 18 X
Cote d'Ivoire No - No No Yes Co21 18f/21m 21 X
Djibouti No* No*. No* Yes* 18 18 18 X
Egypt- | No* No* No* Yes* puberty puberty X
.Equaton'al Guinea No- No No | No 18 no law 18 X
Eritrea " No No’ | No Yes 18 X
Ethiopia . No* No* No* Yes* X
Gabon X
The Gambia Yes Yes Yes  Yes 18 18 ’ 18 X
Ghana No | No No. Yes 18 customary | customary X
Guinea Yes Yes Yes Yes ‘ 18 17€/21m X
Guinea-Bissau X
Kenya No " No No Yes 18 18 18/16 X
Lesotho . No | No No No 21 18 X
Liberia No No No Yes 18 18 18 X
Libyan Arab No No No Yes 18 18 marriage X
Jamahiriya '

Madagascar No No No | Yes 18 14f/17m X
Malawi X
Mali Yes Yes Yes Yes 21 18 18 X
Mauritania : No* No* | No* Yes* 18 21 21 X
Mauritius Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 16 16 X
Morocco No* No* No* Yes* X
Mozambique Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 21 18 X
Namibia No No No Yes 16 - 21 12/16 X




Region & Country Law specifically prohibits Law prohibits Age of Legal age | Legal age CRC
child pornography both adult & majority for for sexual | ratification
child marriage relations
pormnography )
under a general
law
Prod. Dist. Poss.
Niger No* No* Nd* Yes* 18 15f X
Nigerié 16 X
Rwanda No No No No 21 21 X
Sao Tome & No~ No No Yes X
Principe '
Senegal No* No* No* Yes* 21 18f/21m X
Sevchelles 18f/21m 21 21 X
Sierra Leone No No No No 18 18 X
Somalia NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NO
South Afﬁca No No No No 18 18 16 X
Sudan X
Swaziland Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 18 16 X
United Republic of No No No 12 14 X
Tanzania :
Togo 21 21 21 X
Tunisia No* No* No* .Yes"‘ 20 18f/20m 13 X
Uganda X
Zaire 18 X
Zambia No . No No Yes 18 18~ 16 X
Zimbabwe Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 15f/18m 16 X
MIDDLE EAST
Bahrain No* No* No* Yes* X
Iran No* No* No* Yes* 18 18 | NA X
Iraq No* No* No* Yes* 18 18 NA X
Israel | X
Jordan No* No* No* Yes* 18 16 NA X
Kuwait No* No* No* Yes* NA X




Region & Country

Law specifically prohibits Law prohibits Age of Legal age. | Legal age CRC
child pomography both adult & majority for for sexual | ratification
~ child marriage relations
pomography
under a general
law
Prod. Dist. Poss.
Lebanon 18 12-15 X
Oman 21 21 NO
Qatar No* No* No* Yes* puberty 18 18
Saudi Arabia No* No* No* Yes* puberty puberty | marriage
Syrian Arab No* No* No* Yes* 18 18 18
Republic
United Arab NO
Emirates
Yemen 18 16f/18m X -
ASIA
Afghanistan No* No* No* Yes* 16 18 (157) N/A X
Bangladesh No No No Yes 18f/22m X
Bhutan No - No No No 18 18 18 X
Brunei Darussalam No No No No X
People’s Republic of No* No* No* Yes* 18 20f/22m 14 X
China :
India No No No Yes 18 21f/18m 18 X
Indonesia No No No Yes. 18 16f/19m marriage X
Japan No No No Yes. 20 18 X
Kampuchea No No No Yes 18 18 X
Kazakhstan No No No Yes 18 18 X
Kyrgyzstan No No No Yes I8 18 X
Democratic X
People's Republic of
Korea
Republic of Korea Yes Yes Yes Yes 20 16f/18m no law
Lao People's - No No No Yes 18 18 15
Democratic
Republic
Malaysia No No No Yes 18 2] 16 X




Law specifically prohibits - Law prohibits Age of Legal age | Legal age CRC
child pornography both adult & majority for for sexual ratification
child marriage relations
pormography
under a general
law
Prod. Dist. Poss.
Maldives X
Mongolia Yes No No Yes 18 18 -X
| Myanmar (Burma) No No No Yes 14f/18m | 211/18m 14 X
Nepal Yes Yes No Yes 16 18f/21m marriage X
Pakistan No No No Yes 14 18 N/A X
Philippines Yes Yes Yes Yes 12 18£/7 12 X
Singapore No No’ No Yes 21 18 14 X
‘Sri Lanka Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 16 marriage X
or 21

Taiwan Yes No No X .
Tajikist:iln No No No Yes 18 18 X
‘Thailand No No No Yes 20 20 X
Turkmenistan No No No Yes 18 18 X
Uzbekistan No No No - Yes 18 18 X
Viet Nam No No No Yes 18 18£/20m X

PACIFIC
Australia

West.Australia Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 18 16 X
S. Australia Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 18 16 X
New S. Wales Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 .18 16 X
Victoria Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 18 16 X
Tasmania Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 18 16 X
_ Queen\sland Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 18 16 X
N. Termritories Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 18 16 X
Aust. Cap. Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 18 16 X
Fiji No No No Yes 14 21 16 X
Kinbati No No No Yes 18 18 18 X




Law specifically prohibits

Age of

Law prohibits Legal age | Legal age CRC
child pornography both adult & majority for for sexual | ratification
child marriage relations
pornography
under a general
law
Prod. Dist. Poss.
Marshall Islands No No No No 18 customary no law X
" marriage '

Micronesia

St. of Chuuk No No No No 18 18 13 X

St. of Pohnpei No - No No Yes 18 18 13 X

St. of Yap No No No No 18 18 13 X
Nauru Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 18 18 X
New Zealand Yes Yes Yes Yes 18 16 16 X
Palau No No No No 18 18 16 X
Papua New Guinea Yes Yes Yes Yes 16 16f/18m X
Sotomon Islands No No No Yes 18 customary .16 X

marriage

Tonga X
Tuvalu l X
Vanuatu X
Western Samoa No No No Yes 16f/18m 21 X
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