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National Atonement
Project

THHEER
Women's Dignity
Project

Purpose of Fund
What is the Asian Women's Fund
designed to do?

TITEUEEFDETED
BHBHEN E A 2 5, L SUTRERRT L THE
MREEFCLTEE LA, LaL, EOBSCHNT,
VhWSRERERE L TLHC DL BB A LB ER
DRI EDELALELHERABI LR TEE LA,

¥, SLEBHRAEHT, S0 BAHHTT
OERNP. BSCHEHZTORHVRPHF SE. FXXT
A9 T IMF LR (RRBADLPSORS) CEFLED
Whh G ERDPIEAENERVCELATVET,

FOTuMERE. T [HER] OB OMRVETS
EEHIZ. BOREOLILE->T, ZEEIOL S LRE
ERIZHAVWE S, TRICH T IRALESBDEE
ENELSHEANOBEREBNE LT, 1995F ILBRFORE
ICEWRRMSNE LT,

TIOPLMELE. TEODAEFEEINSTHNTHS
EHEOEELHE L, 7IOTERHEE & bFBEORIFIC
BETIALHIC, exEELFOTFLEEC TRy bT
—TEUATTVWEET, :

More than half a century has passed since the end of
World War |, and in that time Japan has achieved peace,
prosperity and social stability. However, the pain and
suffering of the so-called 'comfort women', who still carry
the physical and psychological scars of the cruelty inflicted
upon them during the war, should never be forgotten.

Today, many women still suffer from violence and
inhumane treatment throughout the world as can be seen
from the horrendous sexual crimes committed against
women under armed conflicts, sexual harassment in the
workplace and community, and domestic violence,
violence against and ill-treatment of women at the hands of
their husbands or partners.

Established in 1995 based on a decision of the
Japanese Government, the Asian Women's Fund (AWF)
afms to convey Japanese people's gesture of atonement to
the former '‘comfort women' and help solve contemporary
problems wemen are facing, such as violence against
women, so as not to allow the same mistakes to be
repeated again.

To help advance friendship between Japan and its Asian
neighbors and build a peaceful and free society where
women's rights are respected, the AWF has been striving
to foster a network of goodwill and action through the
implementation of various projects.

NS FUND
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Atonement for past injustices
-a token of apology

through participation of

the Japanese People

fBUEE

fHoEHN, BE2OFIFECEIVWTHFLERY —thed -
T TELBETT, TTIEBIESNAT [HER OF~
LT, BEROBERICLS [Hud! £ & ICREBAEDEFEY
OFE. 7UTUEEALSREROTH. BRE EE) »50 4y
-V EHELL BFRBEOBESCLVER - BUHESERET
S2TVWET, £/, ZEERUCCEERRTIEDEVEL S, FE
POFElE L TERICSIZHO TV ADIC, BRATOREEHD
MR, BRONWTET>TVwET,

The National Atonement Project has been implemented through a joint
effort of the Japanese Government and people in accordance with the
purpose of the establishment of the AWF. It delivers atcnement money
10 the aging former ‘comfort women' using funds raised from Japanese
people as contributions, along with the Prime Minister's letter of
apologies and remorse, a letter from the President of the AWF and the
messages of donors. It also incorporates medical and welfare
assistance projects funded by the Japanese Government. In addition, it
passes war-time experiences on 1o future generations as a lesson of
histary by, for example, collecting various documents and other
materials, both in Japan and abroad, making them available for the
public 1o view, and producing various publications, with a determination
not to allow the same misiakes to be repeated again.

ERAINE D) e

Background of The National Atonement Project

BATLHY S HEMTIBMEAHF M SmIEE L 2O, 1990FOESHN
THIET LI, BIEERIAL ABATIE, 1993 F8RICHEEE13 5 HATERE
ERB|LE LA, 1994F8H. FIUETAREIEAE (M48) 3. 58T
DrEDEEESRUCTHFbERBETILLLIC. BRBMIILS [#2]
AL T [REB] OF4~O [Hv] 8752 & #RRLE LA, 1995
F4R . HAFE Mtvgs] oS RER L. RE7A190. TEMRBEOR
VEMRFEEEISEAT A0 AOOT7 S TEHERES] FRELAED
TY, BR2ORBIZOWVWTHE. AFIACHECREE AL [F4AEEHRX

i OFETHAUCAUTRIEEhEL
It was during Diet deliberations in 1990 thal the issue of 'comiort women'
came to the fore in Japan. The Japanese Government launched an
investigation, and released informal talk acknowledging ‘comifort women' as
a historical fact in August 1993. in December 1994, then Prime Minister
Tomiichi Murayama expressed anew his sincere apologies and regret, and
announced his intentions to atone for the injustices caused 1o the former
‘comiort women' through the establishment of a fund based on the
participation of the people. In April 1995, the Government released an
outline of the National Atonement Project, and this led o the establishment
of the AWF on July 19, with Mr. Bunbei Hara, formerly the Chairperson of the
House of Councilors, as its President. During the 4th World Conference on
Women, held in September that year in Beijing. the establishment of the
AWF was announced before the international community.
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Efforts geared towards a better future
S - aiming to build a society where women can
' f live with peace and freedom '

THEEER

rﬁ ADEE SEFIRPHSICBIMNT 2HFNCIL, HICSE 58
i WAB-TIRENERA, Thilbrdbo T, LEOA
.1 BT AHESOEREKSE LTES . ABSE. 17
: Sl e NnTAAL N (MBMESN SE), FXXT 1 v
TenTF LA, ERELETMETH IS A DEE
i, g - BAMLTRATREL TV E T, ZHEKS
, ¥z, THEOIECHERICHT AHEOBEHESD. WE
U ERBICMLEL. TMLEMLFMTCERICEEZZED
TEAHREDETRETT,

Human rights, such as the right o live safely and the right to
v fresly take part in social activities, must apply equally to men
-'fﬂ and women. The reality, however, is that social awareness of
= women's human rights is still low, and women face various
forms of gender-specific problems, such as sexual
harassment, domestic violence, child prostitution and under-
age sexual expleitation, regardless of the regicn or country in
o which they live. The Women's Dignity Project aims to enhance
- social recognition of women's human rights and dignity and
prevent women from becoming victims of abuse in order to
build & society where women can live with peace and
freedom.
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ERERIELIE . ERtRUENERIOMBEICED TEE LS, 4%
B HEOBBPERICREURELADOTHALILE, EOFEEL
DPEPBESIIIERLESA, WEDL S, HRSHOLES B5H WL
HhiERAPEAENERVERUH TS EVWOSREICRESS &
&, A BARIRIANEREIFHENCHEB L OFUTHEIZIEE
BBt E2EBEtA, L L, TOREIC—DOUEOIWIHA T
PEVRERBEFIZ LN TEGZVDLERTT,

i, HESEOBRREBEYPNGOEHEHbE T, LMD AESE
HA-HICHENICEREERLTWS [FUFEMNRE) OBEL
FRIZRVICHIRFLTVET,

WA EMAD I BEESHMMRFL TVET,

| pin great hopes on steady progress in the efforts to tackle the reality head on.

FRR T & A wxaxE

Ryoko Akamatsa, Former Minister of Education

a g e

Since the establishment of the United Nations, the international
community has been working hard to dismantie gender
discrimination, but gender equality has proved to be difficult to
achieve, because gender discrimination is deeply rooted in social
norms and customs. When faced with the reality that many women
still have to endure viclence and inhumane treatment across the
world, I'm almaost overwhelmed by the enormity of the problem.
Nevertheless, we must tackle it head on and remave the numerous
hurdles one by one, or nothing will change. | pin great hopes an
steady progress in the efforts of the Asian Women's Fund, which
actively implement varicus projects aimed at protecting the dignity
of women in collaboration with government organizations of other
countries and NGOs.
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The Asian Women’s Fund strives to expand the network of action through
various activities geared towards protecting the honor and dignity of women.
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Public information and awaraness projects
- informing and educating the public

TVEROSIE. £IF—0RED A4
21—} RA4— MFLEDETERLT.
TEDAERZDZ L OAYE s 1HSLBHIC

Assistance activities
- providing support
D AR T 3 S HAMEIC YT R
FEFERFIEE (NGOX®NP Q) DEHEX
BLET, T/-BEEOLHOMESLEEE
RELEY,

INEO=ZEEES
= =

I OEANMEDOBEEIZRAL S EFTERC. D
BiicRALIZRETEL TWET, PHERHRREE4
BTY. #L(RTFR~s8MuEhETEL,

TEL : 03-3583-9322
FR— L~ http/iwww.awl.orjp
*2000FE . PREOHERGEO t 7N FEALERN
Y7Ly bOERE] [2—0X SEPHRAMTIRSEE]
[Ths—EEA2y 7HRBRE] & &5 ONGOHK
FIIEBETWELL,
The AWF supports public information activities concerning
the respect for women's basic human rights and activities
promoting their independence. Applications for assistance
are received in April each year. For more details, contact us
on + 81 3 3583 9322

via our home page (hitp:/ivww. awf.or.jp).
Many organizations have been earmarked to receive
assistance in FY 2001. Projects inciude the 'preparation of an
anti-domestic violence awareness leaflet’, 'public information

activities concerning shelters for fermale HIV carriers' and a
‘shelter management staff training course’.
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Friendship exchange activities
- fostering international ties

ERS#BY 7+ -7 LE0OEREECT. @
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LEEL E &I AL LD, FHRTRXE
MOXHEEELZT,

Research and investigation activities
- studying and disseminating facts
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