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More than half a century has passed since the end of
World War 1l, and in that time Japan has achieved peace,
prosperity and social stability. However, the pain and
suffering of the so-called ‘comfort women', whe still carry
the physical and psychological scars of the cruelty inflicted
upon them during the war, should never be forgotten.

Today, many women still suffer from violence and
inhurmane treatment throughout the world as can be seen
from the horrendous sexual crimes committed against
women under armed conilicts, sexual harassment in the
workplace and community, and domestic viclence,
violence against and ill-treatment of women at the hands of
their husbands or partners.

Established in 1995 based on a decision of the
Japanese Government, the Asian Women's Fund (AWF)
aims to convey Japanese people's gesture of atonement to
the former 'comfort women' and help solve contemporary
problems facing women, such as violence against women,
s0 as not o allow the same mistakes to be repeated again.

To help advance friendship between Japan and its Asian
neighbaors and build a peaceful and free society where

What 1 S the ASi&l’l Women's Fund women's rights are respected, the AWF has been striving

designed to do?

to foster a network of goodwill and action through the
implementation of various projects.
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Aiming to Eradicate Violence against Women

Human rights, such as the right to live and the right to take

ey T part in social, must apply equally to men and women. The
it —2BD . . .

‘afﬁlﬂbm reality, however, is that social awareness of women's

I
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human rights is still low, and women face various forms of
gender-specific problems, such as sexual harassment,
domestic violence, child prostitution and under-age sexual
exploitation, regardless of the region or country in which
they live. The Women's Dignity Project aims to enhance
social recognition of women's human rights and dignity
— . and prevent women from becoming victims of abuse in
It reana, >

order 1o build a society where women can live with peace
and freedom.
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The Asian Women’s Fund strives to expand the network of action through
various activities geared towards protecting the honor and dignity of women
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Asgsistance and trainig projects for the development of |
NGO/NPO and of human resources of various specialists !
handling victims of violence against women.
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The 7th intermnaticnal Conference on Crime . —
prevention and Criminal Justice was held ’ . iy, S ——
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Gratitude to all Contributors for Atoment Project
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8 years have passed since the establishment of the Asian
Women's Fund in 1885, and the atonement projects by the
AWF were recently completed in the Philippines, the Republic
of Korea and Taiwan.

The Asian Women's Fund would like to express our deep
gratitude to all who donated atenemeant money for those who
were forced
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Messages received from contributors in addition to donaticns
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Atonement Project for Former "Comfort Women"
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Atonement Money The AWF provided atonement money to those former “‘Comfort Women® in the Philippines, Korea and Taiwan,
amounting two miltion yen for each person from Japanese People's donation.

Madical and Welfare Assistance Projects Financed by the Japanese Government, the AWF provided the former *Comfort Women”® in
the Philippines, Korea, and Taiwan, with medical and welfare support, including the provision of nursing care products, like wheeichairs,
nursing services, pharmaceutical goods and medicines, housing improvement, etc. taking into account of individual circumstances of
each former "Comfort Women® . In the Netheriands, the AWF supported the project to provide goods and services in the medical and
welfare field conducted by the Project Implementation Committee in the Netherlands. The project in the Netherlands supposed July 2001.
In Indonesia, the AWF supports social welfare project for aged people conducted by their Government of Indonesia, which is expected to
comptete in 2007.

Letter from the Prime Minister of Japan The Government of dapan, recognizing that the suffering inflicted upon the former *Comfort
Women™ was a grave affront to the honor and dignity of women, has publicly expressed its sincere apelogies and remorse. Together with
the atonement money, the letter from the Prime Minister expressing these sentiments was extended to each recipient,
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\_. _Reactions of the recipients to the Atonement Projects
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The AWF translaied these suppeortive messages that
express the feeling of each contributor and delivered them
to the recipients.
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The Government starts the fact-finding study on the issue of the
so-called “Comfort Women.”

The Government publicly announces the results of its first study on
the Issue of the so-called *“Comfort Women™.

Japanese Government releases the results of its second study
{report entiled, On the issue of Wartime “Comfort Women”). Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yohei Kono issues a staternent on the results of
this study, saying, *The Government of Japan extends its sincere
apologies and feelings of remarse to all those who suffered much
pain and incurable physical and psychological damage as so-
called ‘Comfort Women'.”

Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama issues a statement expressing
once more his “profound and sincere remorse and apologies”
with regard to the “Comfort Women” issue, and states his desire
fo find an appropriate way to enable the wide participation of
Japanese people in the expressicn of such feelings of remorse
and apology.

Plenary session of the House of Representatives passes a
resolution entitled, “Renewing Japan's Determination for Peace,
Taking to Heart the Lessens of History.”

Chief Cabinet Secretary Kozo lgarashi gives information on
projects of the proposed Asian Women's Fund (provisional name
at that time), outlines the Government's role and names Fund
proponents.

The Asian Women's Fund's Proponents issues “An Appeal for
Donations for the Asian Women's Fund.” Remarks by Prime
Minister Tomiichi Murayama are released. Both appear in
newspapers throughout Japan.

The Asian Women's Fund is established, and its offices open in
Minato-ku, Toloye.

The Cabinet consents to the Government cooperating with Aslan
Women's Fund projects.

The Asian Women's Fund is given authorization to act as a non-
profit foundation, under the joint jurisdiction of the Prime Minister's
Office and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The Asian Women's Fund is placed under the jurisdiction of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as part of the restructuring of
government ministries and agencies.
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