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What are the Aims and objectives of the Asian
Women's Fund?

Now, more than half a century has passed since the war, and we have
achieved peace, prosperity, and social stability. However, we must never
forget the pain and grief of the women whe suffered physically and

psychologically as “Comfort Women'.

And it is also true that, today, many women are tormented by
unreasonable violence and inhumane treatment, such as violence toward
women under armed conflicts throughout the world, sexual abuses in work
places and in communities, and domestic violence and child abuse in

personal relationships, including those within families.

We try to extend atonement and support to those who suffered as the
former “Comfort Women” as well as to address contemporary issues
concerning women's human rights and women's dignity. Because, the
Asian Women's Fund (AWF) is convinced that the violence against
women and violation of women's human rights, whether they are
committed in the past or present, should not be forgotten, so that the

history of “Comfort Women" shall never be repeated.

The AWF aims to contribute to build a society in which peace, freedom
and human rights are protected, and to realize friendship between Japan

and other Asian countries and nations in the world, through such activities.
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Purpose of Establishment

Asian Peace and People's Fund for Women (Asian Women's Fund) was inaugurated in July 1995, in order to make
atonement from the Japanese people to the former “Comfort Women”. The AWF is also to deal today's problems
regarding women's honor and dignity. The AWF was authorized as a non-profit foundation on December § of the same
year. ‘

Incorporated Organization/Operation

As an incorporated foundation, the AWF has a Board of

. . - . e "Vice President
Directors as its decision-making organ, consisting of people from @

. . . | ( 0 ‘—"-__—‘ﬂ
various fields, including learned men and women. Soard o Directors GouncllorCommittee

Also, an Advisory Committee has been established. It will (XIErErmEITD )
I

deliberate and give advice on important matters in the Fund's B s = 1
activities. in response to requests from the President General'Affairs Division ‘PublicRelations Division
X .

How AWF was Established in 1995?

In 1990, the issue of “Wartime Comfort Women” first began to attract public attention, triggered by a deliberation in
Japanese Diet. Strong criticism was raised in Korea, because the japanese Government had denied involvement of the
Japanese military and its soldiers. Then, one former “Comfort Woman'', in Korea come out in public, to claim Japan's
responsibility.

Following the discovery of materials which proved the involvement of the Japanese military, the Japanese Government
launched a full investigation into the matter. On July 6, 1992, the Government announced the First Study Results, and the
Second Study Results were announced on August 4, 1993. On announcing the Second Study Results, Mr. Yohei Kono, the Chief
Cabinet Secretary, also made a statement, in which he acknowledged the following: “This matter is an issue, and through
involvement of our military at that time, we caused deep injury to many women's honor and dignity. The Government, on this
occasion would like to convey our feeling of apology and remorse to all people, regardless of nationality, who suffered much
pain and agony as so-called “Wartime Comfort Women” and who endured everlasting injury to mind and body.”

On August 31, 1994, Tomiichi Murayama, the Prime Minister, extended his most sincere apologies and remorse to all
women who underwent immeasurable and painful experiences and suffered incurable physical and psychological wounds as
“Comfort Women™ in his statement about the 50th anniversary of the end of the war. And he also stated his intention to search
for a way to obtain broad natienal participation, so that ail the people of Japan could share such feeling, Following that, the
three ruling parties (the LDP, the Social Democrats, and the New Party Sakigake) jointly inaugurated, the “The Issue of 50
Years After the War Project,” and established a “Subcommittee such issues as “Wartime Comfort Women”, Issue and
Others.” After consideration, they prepared their First Report on December 7. 1994.

The report said that “Japan must take its responsibility from the moral viewpeint,” and it was also announced, in the
report, that “Japan will express atonement from the people of Japan, based on our feeling of remorse and apology.” To be
more specific, it was announced that Japan would establish a citizen's fund and carry out atonement activity for the former
“Comfort Women,” while at the same time supporting any activities that aim to solve problems concerning the honor and
dignity of women. And in order te achieve these, the Subcommittee asked the Government to support the Fund, as much as
possible, in varigus forms including contribution of funds.

Following the Subcommittee's report, the Government appropriated a subsidy to the Fund, in the budget of fiscal 1995.
And on June 14, Mr. Kozo Igarashi, the Chief Cabinet Secretary, announced the establishment of the “Asian Peace and
Friendship Fund for Women” (provisional name) , the Government's role, and the names of the Fund's advocates. On July
18, Advocates' addresses and a letter from the Prime Minister were announced. On the following day, a Board of Directors
meeting was held, and the “Asian Peace and People’s Fund for Women” (abbreviation: Asian Women's Fund) was officially
started. At the end of July, Mr. Bunbei Hara, a former president of the House of Councilors, assumed the office of president of
the Fund. In September 2000, former Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama became president of the Fund.
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An Expression of Gratitude to All Donors

Tomiichi Muravama, The President of the AWF's message to all who kindly donated to the
Asian Women's Fund atonement projects

Seven years have passed since the establishment of the Asian Women's Fund, and the Fund's
atonement projects were recently completed in the Philippines, the Republic of Korea and Taiwan.
Here, [ would like to express our deep gratitude to all who donated atonement money for those forced
to become comfort women,

The term “comfort women” refers to those who were forced to provide sexual services to officers
and men at comfort stations established with the involvement of the former Japanese military during
the last World War. Many women at those comfort stations had their honor and dignity gravely
trampled upon, and suffered incurable physical and psychological trauma.

On August 4, 1993, the Chief Cabinet Secretary expressed the Japanese Government's sincere
feelings of apology and remorse. After his Statement, the government and people of Japan searched for
ways to offer atonement,

Painfully aware of its moral responsibility, the government decided to establish the Asian
Women's Fund, which would implement projects of atonement of the Japanese people, in cooperation
with the government and citizens of Japan. The Fund was established on July 19, 1995.

After the government took this initiative, the Asian Women's Fund decided that the project of
atonement of the Japanese people would consist of: (i) atonement money financed by donations from
the Japanese people; (ii) medical and welfare support projects financed by disbursements from the
Japanese govemment; and (iii) a letter of apology from the Prime Minister of Japan. The project was
sent to each former comfort woman. Concurrently, the Asian Women's Fund then launched a
campaign calling on the Japanese people to donate money.

The projects of atonement of the Japanese people began on August 13, 1996 in the Philippines, on
January 1, 1997 in the Republic of Korea, and on May 2, 1997 in Taiwan. Considering their advanced
age, there was an urgent need to implement the projects as soon as possible for the women and it was
decided that the project duration would be 5 years. The deadline for receipt of applications was
August 2001 in the Philippines, and May 2002 in the Republic of Korea and Taiwan. The projects of
atonement were recently concluded in those countries and region.

Project of atonement benefits were provided to 285 recipients in those countries and region. Many
recipients sent us comments, such as, “T never thought [ would receive apologies from the Prime
Minister and money. | know they represent the feelings of good will of the Japanese people.”

Since the establishment of the Asian Women's Fund, the total amount of money donated by
Japanese citizens has reached more than 565 million yen. All of this money was provided to former
comfort women of the Philippines, the Republic of Korea and Taiwan.

We are deeply grateful to all Japanese donors. I am pleased to note that cooperation among the
citizens and government of Japan made it possible for the projects of atonement of the Japanese people
to be implemented in the above-mentioned countries and region, and for the Asian Women’s Fund to
undertake the projects.

Some criticized he Asian Women's Fund atonement projects saying that the Japanese government
should acknowledge legal responsibility and pay compensation to individuals from the State treasury.
The Asian Women'’s Fund tried, in all sincerity, to enter into a dialogue with them in order to obtain
their understanding.

In the Netherlands, the medical and welfare support programs financed by Japanese government
disbursements were implemented from 1998 to 2001 through the Project Implementation Committee in
the Netherlands. The project goods and services were provided to 79 former comfort women of that
country. Each person was also given, together with the goods and services, a copy of the letter of
apology sent by Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto of Japan to Prime Minister Willem Kok of the
Netherlands.

Under a Memorandum of Understanding with the government of Indonesia, it was decided that
the Asian Women's Fund would support social welfare projects implemented by that government for
elderly people in Indonesia. The projects are planned to last 10 years, starting in March 1997, and are
now being implemented.

In addition to the projects of atonement, the Asian Women's Fund has also promoted projects
aimed at resolving problems faced by women today. The projects spring from a strong sense of
remorse for the Japan's past that created that detestable system, the comfort women system.

The Fund has also promoted a greater awareness of the comfort women issue, so that it will serve
as a lesson of history. The Fund's collection, survey and analysis of relevant historical documents, and
the public awareness campaigns based on the knowledge gained through those efforts, have
crystallized in a determination that the Japanese people must never forget the issue or repeat the same
mistakes. .

We believe in the importance of the Fund's projects described above, and intend to continue our efforts
in the future.

We sincerely hope that we can continue to count on the sympathetic understanding and support of
all Japanese citizens.

Qctober, 2002
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The People's Atonement Project to the Former “Comfort Women” in Japan
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by
The entire donation by

Japanese People is used as
Atonement Money

BEDSOIES
The entire contribution from
Japanese Government is used as
Medical / Welfare Support Projects
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The AWF provided atonement money to those former “Comfort

Women” in the Philippines, Korea and Taiwan, amounting two million
yen for each person from Japanese People's donation.

BV QXRS5 ERT,
2002F9BIcCETLELELRE,

. Duration of “Atonement Projects” {Syears)
74U (199688 13B~2001 €883 128)
& (1987%1511H8~2002%6R8 18}

= Z (198745 28~200285R 1 H) ;
The Philippines {Aug. 13, 1996 — Aug. 12, 2001)
Korea (Jan. 11, 1997 — May. 1. 2002)

t Taiwan {May 2, 1887 —May 1, 2002)

O ( Ef - BAUTIESEE  Medical and Welfare Assistance Projects )
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Financed by the Japanese Government, the AWF provided the former “Comfort Women™ in the Philippines,

Korea, and Taiwan, with medical and welfare support, incleding the provision of nursing care products, like

wheelchairs, as well as nursing services, pharmaceutical goods and medicines, housing improvement, etc. taking into

account of individual circumstances of each former “Comfort Women®.

In the Netherlands, the AWF supported the “Project to provide goods and services in the medical and welfare

field conducted by the Project Implementation Committee in the Netherlands”. The project in the Netherands

completed in July 2001.

In Indonesia, the AWF supports social welfare project for aged people conducted by their Government. which is

expected to complete in 2007
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The Government of Japan, recognizing that the | gg A ; E %\ o P ;’,‘ N A
suffering inflicted upon the former “Comfort g; ; %éf % [ i ? é 1 2 E
Women™ was a grave affront to the honor and dignity 4,"? i"' E ¥ %5 T g %_ é a A l;:f' :é: Q
of women, has publicly expressed its sincere apologies R op 1 % ? 3 % n ;{- i ;'E
and remorse. Together with the atonement money, a g’ # 3‘ k noe % * l
letter from the Prime Minister expressing these P

sentiments was extended to each victim. HEOER  Letter from the Prime Minister of Japan
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A letter from the President of the AWF was sent to each of the former “Comfort Women” explaining the purposes

TP UREEEEROFH Letter from the President of the Asian Women's Fund )

x

of the AWF's activities for atonement, when the atonement money was delivered.

O ( MEEODAVE—I Messages from Japanese Contributors )
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The AWF received many messages from individuals
and citizen’s groups together with donations. The
AWTF translated these supportive messages that
expressed the feeling of from each contributor and
delivered them to the former “Comfort Women™

B EbIlHFEONINEELSDA v
Messages received from contributors in addition to donations

O ( [EVE] ICERABRSEHICOVNTOBHASE  Report on the campaign for donations for the atonement money fund )

T RER] senicrme~d [EBhgs] OFEEEL We announce the conclusion of the campaign for donations to
finance atonement money for those forced to become comfort

CTHOFELBESDEHERT T TVWERLETY. & | “We thank all donors.

BAOCESBRLEFEY,
N Statement of receipts and payments,
——— BFEOINFTIRA 20020308 as of 30 september 2002
Total donations received
BENARE 565.005636M ;efazas) (includes interest on deposits) 565,005,636 yen
GZHHAER)  [ELE] 570,000,000H Breakdown of receipts and payments
o S =E 80.416M@ Atonement money 570,000,000 yen
HE&THKE 5700804161 Loss on foreign exchange 80,416 yen
HEAEH A5074.780H Total disbursed from donation fund 570,080,416 yen
() BROTRIE. BAMEO—BESTE LR, Danation fund shortfall 5,074,780 ven(-)
Note: The donation fund shortfall way by disposing of the AWF
Endenment func
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Project Related to Women's Honor and Dignity
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Enlightenment Project Regarding the importance of Human Rights
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Through seminars and publication of *“AWF News,” posters, and booklets, the AWF carries out
enlightenment activities to secure recognition of the importance of protecting women's rights thruughout
society.
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Projects to Prevent Activities such as violence against women
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The AWF promotes information sharing and exchange of opinions and views, and raising consciousness
with people who involve preventive activities of violence against women and/or human rights violations in
Japan and overseas, in hosting international conferences and forums,

[ZOERMAETE] LAY 5EEERE (1998 F 1M A3H. /207, 249)
Regional Conference on “Trafficking in Women™ (Nov. 3, 1998, Bangkok, Thailand)
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TTH ASIA CRIME PREVENTION FOUNDATION
WORLL COMFERENCE
L1

EFFECTIVE REGIONAL COOPERATION
IN CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE
IN THE KEXT MILLENNIUM .

INOHAN CRIKE PREYENTION FOUNDATION
21 7Q 1 NCYEMBER, tH)
HEW DELHE
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(200011 B. Za—-FU—, 128 (20031 A 12~148. XF L, ZL—2TF)
The 7th International Conference on Crime Prevention and Criminal 3rd Expert meeting on  “Women & Justice”
Justice was held jointly with ACPF, (Nov. 2000, in New Delhi, India) {January 12~ 14, 2003, Penang, Malaysia)
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Project Related to Women's Honor and Dignity
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Support Project for Womens NGO groups involving womens problems.

DO AEZBET 545 RN ) M REFFERIFE (NGO NPO) OF#HZEFRL T,
The AWF supports activities of private nonprofit organizations (NGOs and NPOs) that tackle with today's
problems regarding women's human rights,

HEE - MERCEORBEICEET 5%

Project to train Counsellers to support Victims

EMATIER L Ty 2B PR 2 HBICREICN T 2 B0 4 CoMESRBEO L0 OWHA TS L T
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The AWF holds training seminars and workshops to train counsellers to support victims of violence against
women,

BREOLBOT—72 a9 TORE (ER)
Workshops being held (Tokyo)
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Seminar on Domestic Violence

TEDAEFSEICHTHIREMRESR

Research and Study Project on Women's Human Rights, violence etc.
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The AWF conducts and supports research and study on ways to create a society that respects women's
human rights. The AWF also provides information on its activities.
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History

1991

1892

1983

1994

1995

2001

Dec.

Juil 6

Aug. 4

Aug. 31

Jun. 9

Jun. 14

Jul. 18

Jul. 19

Aug. 11

Dec. 8

Jan. B

The Government started the fact-finding study on the issue of the so-called “Wartime
Comfort Women."

The Government publicly announced the results of its first study, The issue of the so-
called "Wartime Comfort Women.”

Japanese government releases its second report an the results of its investigation.
{Report entitled On the Issue of Wartime “Comfort Women™.) Chief Cabinet Secretary
Yohei Kono issues a statement on the results of this investigation, saying, "The
Government of Japan extends its sincere apologies and feelings of remorse to all those
who suffered much pain and incurable physical and psychological damage as so-called
wartime comfort women. "

Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama issues a statement expressing once more his
“profound and sincere remorse and apologies™ with regard to the wartime comfort
women issue, and states his desire to find an appropriate way to enable the wide
participation of Japanese people in the expression of such feelings of remorse and
apology.

Plenary session of the House of Representatives passes a resolution entitled,
“Renewing Japan's Determination for Peace, Taking to Heart the Lessons of Mistary”

Chief Cabinet Secretary Kozo Igarashi gives information on projects of the proposed
Asian Women's Fund (provisional name at this time). outlines the government's role,
and names Fund proponents.

The AWF's Proponents issue “An Appeal for Donations for the Asian Women's Fund.”
Remarks by Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama are released. Both appear in
newspapers throughout Japan.

The Asian Women's Fund is established, and its offices open in Minato-ku, Tokyo.

The Cabinet consents to the Government cooperating with Asian Women's Fund
projects.

The Asian Women's Fund is given authorization to act as a non-profit foundation, under
the joint jurisdiction of the Prime Minister's Office and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The Asian Women's Fund is placed under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, as part of a restructuring of government ministries and agencies.

IPES Board of Directors
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Officers

EDirectors (14)

Prasident

Vice-President

Executive Director

Directar

W Auditor (1)

M Caouncilor (6)

Tomiichi Murayama
Former Prime Minister

Nobuo Ishihara

President, Research Institute for Local Government, Former Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary
Yashiko Otaka

Former Member of the House of Councilors

Momoyo Ise
Former Director, Specialist Service Division, Office of Human Resources Management, U. N,

Makiko Arima
Journalist, Former Japanese Representative to the U. N. Commission on the Status of Women
Shinkichi Eto
Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo
Yasuaki Onuma
Professor, University of Tokyo
Teruko Kanehira
Former Vice-Governor of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government
Tadayoshi Kusano
Chairperson, Japan Trade Union Confederation (RENGO)
Mitsuko Shimomura
Joumnalist
Kenji Okahe
Vice-President of Executive Committee, All Japan Prefectural and Municipal Workers' Union
Isamu Mivazaki
Former Minister of State, Economic Planning Agency
Tatsue Yamaguchi
Former Ambassadar to Singapore and then to Spain
Haruki Wada
Professar Emeritus, University of Tokyo

Yutaka Hashimoto
Permanent Director, Seibi Gakuen Schooal

Ryoko Akamatsu
Former Minister of Education
Ichika Ishihara
Member of Advisory Committee, Forbes Japan
Sumio Edamura
Former Ambassador to Russia
Seiko Hayashi
Vice-Chairperson, Japan Trade Union Confederation (RENGO}
Mitsuko Wakana
Attorney-at-Law
Kaichiro Kino
Former Secretariat Councilor, Management & Coordination Agency

Hl Advisory Committee (8)

Chalrperson

Members

Yozo Yokota
Professor, Chuo University; Senior Advisor to the Rector of U. N. University; Member of Sub-
commission of U.N. Human Rights Commission

Soji Takasaki
Professor, Tsuda Colfege
Shigeki Yamaguchi
Director of Political Department, All Japan Prefectural and Municipal Workers’ Union
Kuniko Nonaka
Attorney-at-Law, Chairperson of the Committee on Women's tssues, National Federation of
Consultative Assemblies of Civil Liberties Commissioners
Hiroke Hashimoto
Professor, Jumoniji Gakuen Women's University
Yoko Hayashi
Attorney-at-Law
Tatsuo Yamaguchl
Former Ambassador to Singapore and then to Spain
Haruki Wada
Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo
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Access
13 8-minute walk from Exit No.2, Kudanshita Station, Tozai Ling,
Hanzoman Line, Toei-Shinjuku Line

2} 10-minute walk from Exit No.5. Hanzomon Station. Hanzomen
Line

3) 9-minute walk from Exit No.A3. Ichigaya Station, Yurakuchou
Line, Nanboku Line., Toei-Shinjuku Line, and 12-minutes walk
from JR Ichigaya Statian
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T102-0074
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TELO3-3514-4071 FAX03-3514-4072
URL http://www.awf.or.jp

Asian Women's Fund

4th Flooor, Scugo Kudan minami building 2-7-6
Kudan minami Chivoda-ku, Tckyo 102-0074,JAPAN
Phone: 81-3-3514-4071 Fax: 81-3-3514-4072
URL http.//www.awf.or.jp



