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Foreword

Japan has attained peace, prosperity, and
social stability in the more than 50 years since the
end of World War II. However, we cannot forget
the hardships and misery of those who have
suffered incurable physical and psychological
wounds as a result of that war, as so-called ‘com-
fort women.’

Furthermore, today many other women
throughout the world are forced to suffer unwar-
ranted violence and inhumane treatment.

The Asian Women'’s Fund(AWF) was founded
in July 1995 with the aim of expressing a sense of
national atonement from the Japanese people to
the former ‘comfort women,’ and to work to
address contemporary issues regarding the honor
and dignity of women. Since then, the AWF has
initiated and supported a range of activities with
the cooperation of the government and citizens of
Japan.

We have already begun activities in the
Philippines and the Republic of Korea, extending
atonement money from funds donated by the
Japanese people to the former ‘comfort women,’
and providing medical and welfare assistance to
the victims, financed by the government of Japan.

The Asian Women'’s Fund is also providing
financial support in Indonesia for promotion of
social welfare services for elderly people adminis-
tered by the Department of Social Welfare, gov-
ernment of Indonesia.

In addition, the Asian Women’s Fund is
actively addressing contemporary women'’s
human rights issues. We have held international
conferences on women'’s human rights, and
provide financial assistance to other NGOs
working to address today’s issues on women.

We will continue to strive to make the work of

the Asian Women'’s Fund a success. We hope that
you will give us your understanding and coopera-
tion.

Bunbei Hara
President
The Asian Women’s Fund
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What is the Asian Women’s Fund?

1.

Apologies and Atonement—Activities

on behalf of the Former ‘Comfort Women’
Atonement to the Former ‘Comfort Women’ .
Letter from the Prime Minister of Japan

Letter from the President of the Asian Women’s Fund .
Messages from Japanese Contributors
Atonement

Voices of the Former ‘Comfort Women’ ...

. Medical and Welfare Assistance Projects ...

. Programs Underscoring the Lessons of History ..

Program Outline
Collection of Materials Related to ‘Comfort Women’ ...

Publication of Official Documents Related to
the ‘Comfort Women’ Issue

. Efforts to Address Contemporary Issues on Women ..

Contemporary Issues on Women ...
Sponsoring International Forums ...

Support for Activities Promoting Women’s
Human Rights

Counselling and Guidance Projects

. References

Fund Overview ...

Chronological Development of
Asian Women’s Fund
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Since World War 11, Japan has forged new ties with other
countries, and has obtained peace, prosperity, and social stability.
However, we should not forget, the women who still bear the
scars of that war, and who as a result still live in unjust circum-
stances.

The Asian Women'’s Fund was established in July 1995 with
the support of the government of Japan. The primary aim of the
Fund is to extend atonement and support to those who suffered
as ‘wartime comfort women.” At the same time, recognizing that
prevailing attitudes of discrimination and violence against women
are part of the background to the suffering inflicted on the
‘comfort women,’ the second aim of the Fund is to address
contemporary issues which affront the dignity and rights of
women.
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pologies and Atonement—Activities on
behalf of the Former ‘Comfort Women’
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Since it was founded in 1995, the Asian Women's
Fund has widely solicited donations from the Japanese
people to administer activities expressing national
atonement to the former ‘comfort women.” As of March
1997, the AWF had collected a total of 475 million yen
in donations. At the time of donation, many contribu-
tors have offered words of advice and encouragement.

The AWF has also striven to listen to and reflect the
views of the former ‘comfort women’ in its activities.

The AWF began the process of extending atonement
money in the Philippines in August 1996, and provided
atonement money to seven former ‘comfort women’ in
the Republic of Korea in January 1997.

The AWF will continue its efforts in the future to
convey the feelings of atonement from the Japanese
people to as many of the victims as possible.

TAUEVHIRDORTILTITONIARER T, 7T [#
R DHLZICEBEROFHEMEENSD Ay Zz—
JEBREIITHEREEER (1996 8AH 14H)

Vice President Arima presents former ‘comfort
women' with a letter from the president and mes-
sages from contributors at a ceremony in a Ma-
nila hotel. (August 14, 1996)
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Atonement to the Former ‘Comfort Women’
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Letters and other documents to be extended
to the former ‘comfort women.’
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1. Atonement from the Japanese People

The money contributed by the Japanese people
is to be used in an attempt to express to the former
‘comfort women’ our sense of moral responsibility
and sincere apologies and remorse for what was
done in our name. The Fund will extend a sum of
¥2 million to each of the victims in the Republic of
Korea, the Philippines, and Taiwan. The victims are
being identified with the cooperation of the
governments and NGOs in the respective countries.

2. Letter from the Prime Minister of Japan

The government of Japan, recognizing that the
suffering inflicted upon the former ‘comfort
women’ was a grave affront to the honor and
dignity of women, has publicly expressed its
sincere apologies and remorse. Together with the
atonement money, a letter from the Prime Minister
expressing these sentiments is to be extended to
each victim.

(B&)
Donation

E R

The Japanese People b

l

()
Raising Public
Awarenes

B FF

The Government of Japan ‘

Awareness

Raising Public

(BRI FE)
State Budget

3. Medical and Welfare Assistance Projects

In order to further address its moral responsibil-
ity, the government of Japan will disburse approxi-
mately ¥700 million from the national budget to
fund the AWF medical and welfare assistance
projects for the former ‘comfort women,” including
housing improvement and provision of medical
treatment.

4. Letter from the President of the Asian
Women’s Fund

Bunbei Hara, president of the Asian Women’s
Fund, sends a letter to each of the former ‘comfort
women’ explaining the purposes of the AWF’s
activities for atonement at the time when the
atonement money is delivered.

5. Messages from Japanese Contributors

The Asian Women'’s Fund receives many mes-
sages from individuals and citizen'’s groups in
addition to donations. We translate these support-
ive messages from each contributor and deliver
them to the former ‘comfort women.’

sumswned RO ANZD2005M)
Atonement Money
(2 million yen per person)

FPIPHBES

Asian Women's Fund
ERENZIRRE (7{EMEHRIE) |
Medical and Welfare Support Projects
(700 million yen framework)

= =

EEROFHH
Letter from the President of the Asian Women' Fund  ©

|
J

ERNSOXyE—Y
Messages from Japanese Contributors

HIEDFH |
Letter from the Prime Minister of Japan
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Letter from the Prime Minister of Japan

’\

7~ o

(Provisional Translation)

The year of 1996
Dear Madam,

On the occasion that the Asian Women'’s Fund, in cooperation with
the Government and the people of Japan, offers atonement from the
Japanese people to the former wartime comfort women, I wish to express
my personal feelings as well.

The issue of comfort women, with an involvement of the Japanese
military authorities at that time, was a grave affront to the honor and
dignity of large numbers of women.

As Prime Minister of Japan, I thus extend anew my most sincere
apologies and remorse to all the women who underwent immeasurable
and painful experiences and suffered incurable physical and psychologi-
cal wounds as comfort women.

We must not evade the weight of the past, nor should we evade our
responsibilities for the future.

I believe that our country, painfully aware of its moral responsibility,
with feelings of apology and remorse, should face up squarely to its past
history and accurately convey it to future generations.

Furthermore, Japan also should take an active part in dealing with
violence and other forms of injustice to the honor and dignity of
women.

Finally, I pray from the bottom of my heart that each of you will
find peace for the rest of your lives.

Respectfully yours,

Ryutaro Hashimoto
Prime Minister of Japan
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Letter from the President of the Asian Women’s Fund
,'\

(Provisional Translation)
1996
Dear Madam,

The Asian Women'’s Fund, established in cooperation with the Government and
people of Japan, herein conveys to you the sense of atonement held by the Japanese
people for the unbearable suffering you were forced to endure as a wartime “comfort
woman.”

At a certain time of war in the past, many comfort stations were established with an
involvement of the former Japanese armed forces, and many women were recruited and
forced to become “comfort women” for officers and soldiers. There were cases where
young women, including 16-17 year-olds, were recruited without an indication of the
fate before them, and, in occupied areas, there were cases where direct coercive means
were also used. I understand that you were one of such victims.

This cruelty truly denigrated the fundamental dignity of women. As clearly ac-
knowledged in the Prime Minister’s letter, the Government and people of Japan today
bear moral responsibility for the acts inflicted upon you. We also extend our heartfelt
apologies to you.

I know that you not only experienced intolerable suffering during the war, but
through more than 50 years since, have lived with physical damage and cruel memories.

In such recognition, the Asian Women'’s Fund, in cooperation with the Government
of Japan, appealed to the Japanese people in a year-long campaign for contributions.
Many thoughtful people responded with contributions to the Fund. Many letters
accompanying contributions expressed sincere apologies and sense of atonement shared
in the hearts of the Japanese people.

We know that the pain you have endured could never be atoned for with words of
apology or with a monetary payment. However, we sincerely hope that you will accept
our atonement as a token of our people’s resolve to never repeat what happened in the
past.

In cooperation with the Government of Japan, the Asian Women’s Fund will launch
medical and welfare assistance programs as one of the Fund’s activities for atonement,
the intention of which is to fulfill our moral responsibilities. The Fund will furthermore
strive to make known the true facts relating to the “comfort women” issue, and proceed
with study and research programs which examine relevant documents and materials to
serve as lessons of history.

Since you stepped forward to pronounce your case, our eyes have been opened anew
to the events of the past. The Japanese people will never forget your suffering and your
courage. With all our hearts, we sincerely hope that you are able to find somewhat more
peace in your life.

Sincerely,

Bunbei Hara
President
The Asian Women’s Fund
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Messages from

Japanese Contributors
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A large number of individuals and citizens’
groups have sent donations to the Asian
Women’s Fund together with many messages.
It is these messages which truly express the
feelings of the contributors and show why they
responded to the Fund’s appeals for contribu-
tions. These messages have been translated
and are being passed on to the former ‘comfort
women.’ A selection of messages are printed
below:

An Apology as a Human Being

—Believing that actions are more important
than words, I have made this small contribu-
tion.

—I would like to express my heartfelt apolo-
gies to the women who were forced to lead
miserable lives as comfort women. I pray that
they will find peace and happiness in the
future. I cannot help much. However, if there
is any volunteer work that I can do for two
hours a day at home, please do not hesitate to
ask me. I sincerely hope that you will give
atonement to them as soon as possible.

—I have waited for a fund like the Asian
Women'’s Fund. It will help to relieve the
burden in my heart that I feel as a Japanese. I
am very glad that the Fund has been estab-
lished.

Doing What | Can, Little by Little

—I was only a child during the war, but when
I later learned of the comfort women and
tried to imagine their humiliation, I trembled
with rage at the Japanese troops who carried
out this inhumane scheme. I believe that each
Japanese citizen should make amends for this
crime on an individual basis. In my view, the
Asian Women'’s Fund is a meaningful and
concrete step towards accomplishing this task.

—I understand that the positions of the
countries and region involved and the reasons
given by the Japanese Government will have
to be taken into account, but I think compen-
sation to the victims should take precedence
over ODA (official development assistance).

—I would like you to use this donation to
help the former comfort women recover their
honor and dignity. However, this does not
absolve the Japanese Government of further
responsibility, so, at the same time, please
continue your various efforts to uncover the
historical facts.



From Those Too Young to Know the War

—As long as one is a citizen of this country, it
is not possible to escape from Japan’s past
mistakes or history. As a Japanese person, and
as a human being, I would like to express my
heartfelt apologies to all who were coerced
into becoming wartime comfort women. I
wish the Asian Women’s Fund success.—From
a 27-year-old youth born after the war

—1I am participating because I realize that the
Japanese people also share the responsibility
for the war.

To Make Full Atonement for the Past

— With deep humility, I would like to express
my apologies to the women who were coerced
into becoming comfort women. In principle, I
strongly believe that Japan should make
amends at the governmental level. But, fifty
years after the war, realizing that these
women are getting older and have little time
left, I should be flexible in my convictions. As
one Japanese citizen, I am sending you this
donation to use as atonement. I pray that it
will relieve their pains and sufferings, even if
only in a small way. This must never be
allowed to happen again.

HEEOAvE—IHEE
AFNEMERE AR

. L,
Postal savings account
transfer forms with
messages from donors.

Donating a Portion of My Military
Pension

—As a former soldier, I am contributing a
portion of my military pension. However, |
would like to say that only those who were
there can understand the mentality of the
battlefield. I do not want you to think lightly
of our experience.

Fifty Years After the War—A New Begin-
ning

—I would prefer government apology and
compensation, but I approve of a private
fund as a step towards this end. This small
donation is from my family of four. Please
put it to good use. My father is now 77 years
old and fought in Manchuria and Okinawa. I
pray for the success of your Fund.

—I would like to make a small contribution
to fostering good relations with other Asian
nations.

—There are many women who are still
suffering. Please keep up your good work.

—In addition to resolving issues of past war
responsibility, I hope you will also help the
fatherless children in Asian nations today,
who are still the victims of irresponsible
Japanese men.
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At a ceremony in the Philippines, Ambassa-
dor Yushita greets former ‘comfort woman’
Maria Rosa L. Henson. (August 14, 1996)
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Atonement

The Philippines

The Asian Women'’s Fund began the process
of distributing atonement money in the Philip-
pines in August 1996.

Official notifications about the AWF’s activi-
ties were published in two English-language
newspapers in the Philippines on August 13,
1996. A ceremony for conveying this atonement
was held on the afternoon of the 14th at a
Manila hotel. Of the four women identified as
victims by the Philippine government, Maria
Rosa L. Henson and two others were present at
the ceremony.

AWF Vice-President Makiko Arima delivered
some opening remarks, and then distributed the
letter from the Fund President and messages from
the contributors, and following this, Hiroyuki
Yushita, Ambassador of Japan to the Philippines,
delivered the letter from the Prime Minister.

At a press conference, Ms. Arima remarked,
“When I recall the cruelties Japan inflicted on
these women, I am moved by the kindness by
which these women, referred to as ‘comfort
women’, accepted our feelings of atonement in
the form of atonement money. This is just a
beginning, and we have many tasks facing us.”
She also expressed her thanks to the government
of the Philippines for its cooperation.

The Republic of Korea

A ceremony for conveying atonement was
held in a Seoul hotel on January 11, 1997.

In December 1996, seven former ‘comfort
women’ expressed their intention to accept
atonement from the Japanese people. Realizing
that these women had already reached an ad-
vanced age, the Asian Women'’s Fund concluded
that it would be important to respond to these
intentions as quickly as possible, and provided
them with the atonement money.

Five of the former ‘comfort women’ attended
the ceremony. Director Teruko Kanehira and
other representatives of the AWF came to provide
the atonement money, as well as the letter from
the Prime Minister that the government had
entrusted to them. Director Kanehira provided
the atonement money and letters individually to
the two women who were unable to attend the
ceremony.

Taiwan

In consideration of the advanced age of the
former ‘comfort women,’ the Asian Women’s
Fund is faithfully striving to create a climate of
understanding and support for its activities in
Taiwan, as it has in the Republic of Korea and the
Philippines.
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President Hara announces the start of activi-

ties in the Philippines at a press conference.
(August 14, 1996, at a Tokyo hotel)
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Voices of the Former
‘Comfort Women’

Comments from three former
‘Comfort women.’

The Philippines

Three of the victims from the Philippines
who have received the atonement money and
Prime Minister’s letter expressed their
thoughts during the ceremony:

“A dream that I always thought was
impossible has come true. I'm very happy.”
—Maria Rosa L. Henson

“I have struggled to be patient for more
than 50 years, but now I am very fortunate to
have received this justice and assistance.”

—Anastacia Cortez

“The reason I appear before you today is
because I received an apology from the Prime
Minister. I am thankful.”

—Rufina Fernandez

At a press conference following the
ceremony, Henson said that she was very
happy because she had finally received a letter
from the Prime Minister of Japan. When asked
whether she could forgive now, she replied,
“Since I identified myself publicly (as a former
‘comfort woman’) in September 1992, I have
been asked several times whether I could
forgive. I answered that I have forgiven,
because I think God will not forgive me unless
I do so. But, I would like the court case to
continue.”

Henson said that she would use the
money for “medical expenses, to repair my
home, help my children with their daily
expenses, and eat food that suits me.” Cortez
said, “I want to buy a house. I also want to
have a physical check-up, and take care of my
children.” Fernandez replied, “I want to find
out what’s wrong with me physically. I also
want to use the money to pay off my home
loan.”

President Hara greets former ‘comfort woman' Maria Rosa L. Henson
during her visit to Tokyo. (August 8, 1996)
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Project Outline

In order to further address its moral responsibility,
the government of Japan will disburse approximately
¥700 million from the national budget to fund the AWF
medical and welfare projects for the former ‘comfort
women’ including housing improvement, nursing
services, provision of medical treatment and medicines.

The AWF wants to conduct these programs in a
manner that enables fair access for each of the former
‘comfort women,’ and takes into account the actual
circumstances and wishes of each woman.
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The Philippines, the Republic of Korea

The Asian Women'’s Fund and the govern-
ment of the Philippines signed a memorandum
on January 11, 1997, to provide financial as-
sistance for medical and welfare support
projects for the former ‘comfort women.’

These operations will be conducted over
five years by the Department of Social Welfare
and Development of the Philippines. A study
will be made of the current conditions and
needs of the former ‘comfort women,” and an
individual operation plan formulated for each
of them. This plan will be the basis for the pro-
vision of goods and services, including food,
clothing, home improvements, medicine, medi-
cal treatment, nursing, wheelchairs and other
equipment, as well as counselling.

In the Republic of Korea, agreement was
reached on January 11, 1997 to provide
various goods and services over five years to
seven former ‘comfort women’ taking their
actual circumstances fully into account.
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Projects in Indonesia

In March 1997, the Asian Women’s Fund and the
Indonesian Department of Social Welfare signed a
memorandum whereby the AWF will support social
welfare services for elderly people in Indonesia as pro-
posed by the department of the Indonesian govern-
ment. The Department will cooperate with the AWF to
formulate an annual plan for these operations, and the
AWF will provide them with the money required to carry
them out.

Over the next 10 years, the Social Welfare Depart-
ment will build 50 facilities for those elderly with no
relatives and who cannot work due to illness or dis-
ability. These facilities will be annexed to the homes for
the aged the Department already operates. In addition
to providing food, lodging, and bathing services, they
will offer training for functional recovery. Plans call for
these facilities to accomodate 500 patients in 10 years.

The facilities will be placed primarily in those ar-
eas in which Japanese forces were stationed during
World War Il, and where many ‘comfort women’ are
thought to have been. Priority for admission to these
facilities will be given to women who proclaim them-
selves as having been ‘comfort women,” and to other
women.
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rograms Underscoring the Lessons of History
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Members of the Committee on Historical Materials on ‘Comfort Women’ (as of March 31, 1997)
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Program Outline

This is an important ongoing area of the work of
the Asian Women'’s Fund. The various documents
and materials will serve as a lesson of history, and
will help ensure that this kind of violation of the
rights and dignity of women is never repeated.

Collection of Materials Related to ‘Comfort
Women’

In October 1996, the Fund established a subcom-
mittee of historians, other experts and members of
the AWF secretariat to carry out fact-finding and
research, and to collate documents and materials
relating to the ‘comfort women’ issue.
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Documents associated with the ‘comfort women’ issue on
the Asian Women's Fund bookshelves.
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Publication of Official Documents Related
to the ‘Comfort Women’ Issue

The Japanese government conducted a full-
scale investigation into the issue of the ‘comfort
women,” and issued the results of this investiga-
tion on July 6, 1992, and August 4, 1993.

This research was partly carried out abroad,
and also involved individual hearings with
parties involved with the issue, including some
former ‘comfort women’ themselves. More than
260 documents were discovered in Japanese
government ministries and such sources as the
National Archives of the United States, including
some which have come to light since the investi-
gation. These documents have been made public.

The AWF will reprint the documents that
have been made public so that they will long
remain in the public memory as a lesson of
history.
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Efforts to Address Contemporary Issues on Women
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Contemporary Issues on Women

Since the UN International Women'’s Year in
1975, women's position in society has certainly
improved. However despite this progress, the
persistence of attitudes of violence and discrimina-
tion against women, manifested in such phenom-
ena as trafficking in women and female children,
domestic violence and sexual harassment, means
that many women throughout the world cannot
enjoy a guarantee of even their most fundamental
human rights.

However, the violation of the human rights of
women is not simply a question of lack of eco-
nomic power. This issue should rather be ap-
proached as one common to all countries, requir-
ing focus and cooperation between women and
men at all levels of the local, national and interna-
tional community.

At the 4th World Conference on Women, held
in Beijing in 1995, emphasis was placed on the
perspective of women’s rights as human rights, and
this commitment was formalised through the
adoption of the ‘Platform for Action.” In accor-
dance with the ‘Platform’ the Asian Women'’s Fund
believes that its responsibility for the future is to
address contemporary issues of violence against
women, and is thereby undertaking a wide range of
projects; initiating and supporting activities which
share the ultimate aim of creating a society where
women and men can be free to fulfil their human
potential and live with honour and dignity.

Sponsoring International
Forums

The Asian Women’s Fund
and the UN Economic Social
Commission for Asia-Pacific
(ESCAP), jointly sponsored
the 1996 AWF International
Forum, which was held on 5-6
August at the United Nations
University in Tokyo, and on
11 August at the Garden
Palace in Kyoto.

Experts from around the
world, with particulary strong
representation from the Asia-
Pacific region, gathered to
discuss the Forum’s theme of
‘women'’s rights as human
rights.” The debate focused on
strategies for tackling the
urgent problems of trafficking
in women and female chil-
dren, reproductive rights,
domestic violence, and
empowering women to take
charge of their own lives.

(The proceedings of the
Forum, Women'’s Rights as
Human Rights, have been
published in both English and
Japanese.)
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Scenes from a video taken at the
International Forum held at the
U.N. University in Tokyo in Au-
gust 1996
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Guidance and advice for those wish-
ing to undertake projects addressing
women’s human rights issue at the
offices of the AWF.
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Support for Activities Promoting
Women’s Human Rights

The Asian Women'’s Fund supports the
activities of many groups that are working
towards the goal of building a more equal
society, in which men and women can be
free to determine the course of their own
lives, without fear of gender-based intimi-
dation, discrimination or violence.

The AWF thereby provides support to
non-profit organizations working to
address the following issues:

1. Promotion of women'’s human rights;

2. Promotion of women'’s self-reliance;

3. Support for the victims of gender-based
violence.

The AWF provides financial assis-
tance, in amounts ranging from 300,000
to 3 million yen, for use by such groups
for public relations projects to increase
awareness of their activities, and also
amounts in the range of 500,000 to 5
million yen for projects that address the
relevant issues, either through direct
action, or indirectly through conscious-
raising and educational activities.



The criteria for application
for this assistance are that
groups must have the capability
to conduct activities on behalf of
the basic human rights of
women, and have achieved
tangible results in past activities;
are not affiliated with or support
specific political parties or
religious groups, and are non-
profit organizations. In prin-
ciple, the Fund supports groups
which are active in Japan. To
ensure that this support is
provided fairly, determinations
of assistance will be made by a
Financial Assistance Evaluation
Committee comprised of schol-
ars and others.

AWF Contemporary Women'’s Empowerment Project

The following NPO projects received financial support from the AWF Contemporary

Women's Empowerment Project in 1996:

—Tokyo Medical and Dental University (Tokyo Ikashika Daigaku), Counselling Service for
Victim Assistance
Preliminary project for the development of a nationwide network of counselling
services for the victims of crime.

—Fukuoka Study Group on Sexual Abuse, (Fukuoka SA Kenkyukai)
Production of pamphlets on sexual abuse.

—Planet (Puranetto)
Project to provide care and support for women with HIV and AIDS.

—Fukushima Association for Welfare in the Community
(Fukushima Machi Tsukuri no Kai)
Course aimed at training peer-counselling leaders, as part of the Association’s work
to assist and promote self-reliance for people with disabilities.

—Japan Civil Liberties Union,(Jiyu Jinken Kyokai)
Consciousness-raising courses on gender issues for working men-part of the Union’s
continued efforts towards creating a better society for both women and men.

— International Organization for Migration (I0M)
Survey on the current situation of trafficking in women to Japan for the purpose of
commercial sexual exploitation.

—PLACE Tokyo (Positive Living and Community Empowerment)(Pureisu Tokyo)
Operation of a shelter for women HIV and AIDS patients.
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Telephone counselling
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Counselling and Guidance Projects

The Asian Women’s Fund has initiated
and supports various counselling activities
as part of the AWF contemporary women'’s
empowerment project.

Researchers, volunteers or NGO
members wishing to undertake projects
addressing issues of women’s human
rights and empowerment are able to visit
the offices of the AWF to discuss the focus
and scope of their plans, and receive
information and guidance from experi-
enced staff.

In addition, at the request and with
the support of the AWF, the Family
Problems Information Centre in
Ikebukuro, Tokyo, is conducting tele-
phone counselling, by women and from a
feminist perspective, for women victims
of domestic violence.

Counselling services are also available
at various shelters supported financially
by the AWE, including counselling for
women victims of HIV and AIDS.
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The building housing the offices of the Asian
Women's Fund. (Minato Ward, Tokyo)
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Proponents

Ryoko Akamatsu, Former Minister of Education
Jinnosuke Ashida, Chairman, Japan Trade Union Confederation
Shinkichi Eto, Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo
Hisako Okita, Wife of Former Foreign Minister

Yoshiko Otaka, Former member of the House of Councilors
Yasuaki Onuma, Professor, University of Tokyo

Yukio Okamoto, International Consultant

Taki Kato, Coordinator

Mitsuko Shimomura, Journalist

Kenji Suzuki, Director, Kumamoto Prefectural Theater
Ryozo Sunobe, Former Ambassador to South Korea
Yoshikatsu Takahashi, Political Commentator
Shunsuke Tsurumi, Commentator

Aiko Noda, Attorney

Kuniko Nonaka, Attorney

Nobutoshi Hagiwara, Historian

Haruki Wada, Professor, University of Tokyo

Officers

President: Bunbei Hara,
Former President of the House of Councilors
Vice-President: Makiko Arima,
Journalist,
Japanese Representative to the U.N. Commission on
the Status of Women
Vice-President: Shinkichi Eto,
Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo
Directors: Nobuo Ishihara,
Former Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary
Tsuneo Enomoto,
Vice Chairman of the Central Executive Committee, All Japan
Prefectural and Municipal Workers' Union
Yoshiko Otaka,
Former Member of the House of Councilors
Ichiro Kaneda,
Vice-Chairman, National Council of Social Welfare
Teruko Kanehira,
Former Vice-Governor of the Tokyo Metropolitan District
Mitsuko Shimomura,
Journalist
Tsutomu Hotta,
Attorney, President of the Sawayaka Welfare Foundation
Isamu Miyazaki,
Former Director of the Economic Planning Agency
Tatsuo Yamaguchi,
Former Ambassador to Singapore
Etsuya Washio,
Secretary-General, Japanese Trade Union Confederation
Auditor: Yutaka Hashimoto,
Vice-President, Japan Association of Charitable Organizations

= l VY ) : u

. . FEUDITA. BER, EE2ERAICLD=ERE (1996F2A)
AdVISOI'y Committee Meeting of the Proponents, Officers, and Advisory Committee members.
Chair: Soji Takasaki, (February, 1996)

Professor, Tsuda College
Vice-Chair: Kuniko Nonaka,

Attorney, Chairman of the Committee on Women's Issues,

National Federation of Consultative Assemblies of Civil Liberties

Commissioners

Takanori Aeba,

Professor, Kyorin University

Makiko Arima,

Journalist, Japanese Representative to the U.N. Commission on

the Status of Women

Kenichi Goto,

Professor, Waseda University

Shigeru Nakajima,

Director, International Affairs, All Japan Prefectural and

Municipal Workers' Union

Hiroko Hashimoto,

Associate Professor, Jumoniji Gakuen Women's University

Yoko Hayashi,

Attorney

Yozo Yokota,

Professor, University of Tokyo

(As of March 31, 1997)
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Chronological Development of 1992%7H
Asian Women’s Fund

19934 8H

19944 8H

1994%9 R

19944 1048

1994 % 12H

BRI [+ SHE DOV D DR ERRR
BIREICDOWT] (88 1 XHE) 21K

BRO WO 2 EERRMEBEICDOVT]
(B2 GRE) ZREK. IHERRED [HR
IFEFRERRAERICET 2NEERREM
5] EFR

RILFSIED [RRIEAEDEE] T, L\bip
HUBHRHEEBICDOVTHSH T [MDH 5D
ARVREEBEVDOTFS | RN TRLL
ERSNDEZHRKT 2E X ZRA

5% 3% (AR, R, TENF) - MK 50FE
BEIOY I hEE

B70Y10 b REBRFEEESIEER
THREICAD

BINEDE 1 RIRE

MUFIEOFI T, HUDIEFHS LIFH2AMES (1995478 18H)
Director Otaka reads organizational statement with Prime Minister Murayama in attendance. (July 18, 1995)




Key Events Leading to the Establishment of the Asian Women’s Fund

Jul. 1992:  The government publicly announced the re- Oct. 1994: As part of this project, examination of the
sults of its first study, “The Issue of the So- military comfort woman issue begins in
Called Wartime ‘Comfort Women'’ from the subcommittee.

Wensan Pomiasmie: Dec. 1994: This subcommittee issues its first report.

Aug. 1993: The government publicly announced the re-
sults of its second study, “The Issue of the
So-Called Wartime ‘Comfort Women.”

Chief Cabinet Secretary Kono released his
“Chief Cabinet Secretary Announcement in
the Form of an Informal Talk Regarding the
Results of the Study on Wartime ‘Comfort
Women.”

Aug. 1994: Prime Minister Murayama stated his inten-
tion of searching for a way to obtain broad
national participation, expressing again his
“sincere apologies and remorse” in his “An-
nouncement in the form of an informal talk
as the Prime Minister” regarding the so-
called ‘comfort women.’

253l

TITRUBRRITDOENTHRHNT HMLBIRLRERR

Sep. 1994: The three parties of the ruling coalition (the
LDP, the Social Democrats, and the New (1995287 1 B, BROHZILT)

Party Saklgake)’ announce the Postwar 50 Prime Minister Murayama and President Hara in conversation at the meet-

Year Problem Project. ing for the establishment of the Asian Women’s Fund.
(August 1, 1995, at a Tokyo hotel)

£ OREBERTHREISATRERRE (19954 7H19H)
Chief Cabinet Secretary Igarashi delivers remarks at the first Directors’ Meeting. (July 19, 1995)

39



40

6R14H

7RH18H

7R 19H

8H1H
8H11H

8H 15H

9H22H
11TB10RtE

11B27H

12H6H
128 8H

12H25H

AtTEEBRED. ZDHDT
IT7FMRIFESE (RPN) OFBEA
B, BROM D HH M UEE O
MFANZFRR

FODNFIAD [FUNFX ] FLE
MR [CHLE D] X

TEDIHDT I 7 FHNEREED
HIE. RAEEEXAICEHPFHR

FIDDEL

B, 7 I 7 ZEBEEDREICTHN
THE. BETHE
FEEETHRUNFZETV., BRE
Bz RA

SE#4& 5000 BHIC

FRRIE- T 0w T - TR (B
BAFEODT ] ZiEH

HASEEI S TEHLERRIC. R
NAREER. THENREEER
SHHE

BEHE 1 BRZEBAD

LD DT7 I 7 FHERESZ
BAEEA & UTERILEFD] (FOEBAT -
NBFEHE)

7 I T ZEREENDEIHIEES T
EEFCHEESNERICAT

Jun. 14:

Jul. 18:

Jul. 19:

Aug. 1:
Aug. 11:

Aug. 15:

Sept. 22:
Nov. 10:

Nov. 27:

Dec. 6:
Dec. 8:

Dec. 25:

Chief Cabinet Secretary Igarashi an-
nounces proposed objectives of the Asian
Women’s Fund (provisional name), the
government’s role, and the names of the
Fund’s proponents.

The organizational statement of the propo-
nents and remarks by Prime Minister
Tomiichi Murayama were issued.

The Asian Women'’s Fund was established,
with offices in Minato Ward, Tokyo.

Establishment meeting held.

The government announces that the Cabi-
net has given its consent to cooperation
with the activities of the Asian Women'’s
Fund.

Appeal to the public for donations an-
nounced in newspapers and other media.

Donations total 50 million yen.

Call for cooperation in fundraising published
in national, regional, and local newspapers.

President Bunbei Hara and Hiroshi
Hirabayashi, Chief Cabinet Councilor on
External Affairs, Cabinet Secretariat, attend
press conference held by Japan National
Press Club.

Donations exceed 100 million yen.

Authorization received from the Prime
Minister’s Office and the Foreign Ministry
to establish the Asian Women'’s Fund as a
non-profit foundation.

Donations to the Asian Women'’s Fund ap-
proved as designated donations; an-
nounced in the Public Gazette.
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3(1&0)7“'&)0)7973{% Egﬁ The Asian Women'’s Fund widely adver-

tises in newspapers and magazines to
appeal for donations from citizens. The
AWF also seeks the cooperation of like-
minded groups by distributing donation
boxes.
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Mutsuko Miki, one of the proponents for the AWF, gives a speech at a
Hokkaido Citizen's Forum in Sapporo. (April 18, 1996)

BOEEICA TIHHT HEHLS (19965824 H)
Directors discussing the delivery of atonement money. (May 24, 1996)
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BEODT MRE] LEHE
SEBREHM. HLB50
FRICEZN O DFRESE
& (19965824 H)

President Hara listens in-
tently to the claims of former
‘comfort women’ from the
Republic of Korea during
their visit to the AWF of-
fices. (May 24, 1996)
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TAUEYTOMERICHRBLT MR\ OAXICHREOFREDRII T35 TARE
Ambassador Yushita delivers letters from the Prime Minister to the former ‘comfort women’ attending the ceremony in the Philippines.

Jan. 22:

Feb.—Mar.:

Mar. 8:

Apr. 9:

Mid—May:

Jun. 4:

44

The Asian Women'’s Fund Dialog team vis-
its the Philippines and Taiwan.

Advertisements calling for donations
placed in national, regional, and local
newspapers.

Donations exceed 200 million yen. Pro-
grams to raise awareness of the Fund’s
activities and appeal for cooperation in
fundraising are broadcast on national tele-
vision.

Secretary-General Wada attends meeting
of U.N. Human Rights Commission in
Geneva.

Roundtable discussions held with the Re-
public of Korean reporters resident in Ja-
pan and Japanese reporters.

Decision made to provide atonement
money of not less than two million yen, and
individual financial assistance for medical
care, welfare, and housing. Decision made
to establish a working group.

Jun. 13:
Jun. 14:

Jul. 19:

Donations exceed 400 million yen.

Roundtable discussion with visiting report-
ers from the Republic of Korea.

Decision made to provide atonement money
of two million yen in individual cases for
people in the Republic of Korea, the Philip-
pines and Taiwan, and to establish a frame-
work of 700 million yen for financial support
to provide medical and welfare services.

From the end of Jul.:

Aug. 5, 6:

Aug.11:

Dialog team visits the Republic of Korea,
Taiwan, the Philippines

International forum held in Tokyo on the
topic, “Women’s Rights As Human Rights,”
and in Kyoto on the 11th.

Director Shimomura attends subcommittee
meeting of U.N. Human Rights Commission
in Geneva.



TAUEY TORERBICOVTEEERR T DESELS
Directors at a press conference on AWF operations in the Philippines.

Aug. 14:

Sep. 5:

Sep. 11:

Sep. 30:

Early Oct.:

Oct. 22:

Nov. 29:

Letter from Prime Minister and atonement
money sent to four former ‘comfort women’
identified by the Philippine government.
Press conferences held in the Philippines
and Tokyo.

Roundtable discussion in Tokyo with repre-
sentatives of the Republic of Korean press.

Meeting held in Shinjuku Ward, Tokyo, to
report on activities of the Asian Women'’s
Fund.

Specified period for designated contribution
extended until March 31, 1997. (Notice in
Public Gazette)

Formal launch of Asian Women'’s Fund Com-
mittee in the Philippines.

Establishment of Committee on Historical
Materials on Comfort Women.

Meeting held in Osaka to report on activi-
ties of the Asian Women'’s Fund, attended
by Vice-President Arima and others.

T4UEY ORFHEIC|BEL T
[BHISHE | (1996588 13H)

Notice placed in English-
language newspaper in the
Philippines.

(August 13, 1996)

-
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ABULLETIN

THE NAYION'S LEADING NEWSPAPER

Tues., August 13, 1996

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Asian Women's Fund (AWF) wil disburse & sum
of money 10 offer slonement
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J1RX—TTHHINEEAEZERDE
ke PIYTPEMBEDBHELBHERBR%
BRELTVLET

A scene from the U.N. Commission on

Human Rights in Geneva. Several AWF
directors were observers.

3H21H
3A25H
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1997

Jan. 11:

Jan. 15:

Mar. 21:

Mar. 25:

Atonement money delivered to seven former ‘comfort
women'’in the Republic of Korea. Announcement made
at Tokyo Press Conference.

Memorandum signed with the Philippine government’s
Department of Social Welfare and Development regard-
ing medical and welfare assistance projects.

Specified period for designated contributions extended
until March 31, 1998. (Notice in Public Gazette)

Memorandum signed with the Indonesian government’s
Department of Social Welfare regarding financial sup-
port for promotion of social welfare services for elderly
people.
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The AWF holds roundtable discus-
sions with national and regional re-

porters from Taiwan and the Repub-
lic of Korea.
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