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The AWF Dialogue Team

Opening Remarks

On behalf of the dialogue team, let me first express our deep gratitude to
you all for arranging a meeting with you this morning{afternoon).

We are here in a spirit of dialogue with the following purposes:
to explain about the aims, activities and components of the Asian Women's
Fund for your better understanding of the Fund,
2. to have a clearer picture of the problem of the "wartime comfort women” by
Tistening to the views and wishes of the persons and organizations directly
concerned, 5o that the views, wishes and needs of you may be duly
reflected in the activities of the Fund.

This is the first, but hopefully not the last time for us to have
dialogues with you. We wish to continue our dialegues as occasion calls in the
months or years to come. It is our firm belief that the purposes of the Fund
{or the peace and friendship of Asia) would not be fully attained without

sincere dialogues with you, especially in the case of impiementing medical and
welfare projects for you.

Ne will try to continue our dialogues, availing ourselves of any
opportunity here in Manila and in Tokyo in the future.
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01
National atonement will come form citizens, not from Government, as the
expression of sincere apology and profound remorse of each and every citizen.

02:
As for legal aspects of the issue, all issues of reparations, property and
claims relating to the war, including those of wartime “comfort women™ have
been legally settled in accordance with the (San Francisco Peace Treaty,
bilateral peace treaties and other) relevant international agreements.
The Government, however, has considered seriously this “"comfort women® tssue,
ard will express sincere apologies and remorse to each victim.

Furthermore, through the use of government funding, Fund will support those
people implement medical and welfare projects which are of service to them. In
addition, the Government will collate historical documents on former "comfort
women”to serve as a lesson of history.

And through the use of goverrment funding also, the Fund will make efforts to
address contemporary problems related to the honor and dignity of women.

The matter is being studied by Government. The Fund is asking the Government

to deliver a letter of sincere apologies and profound remorse from the Prime
Minister to each victims.

Q3:
The PR activities have not progressed satisfactorily and the public awareness
is not yet enough. However, we have been continuously appealing to the pubtic
through mass media - - TV, radio and with posters and leaflets. More and more

donations are coming in, so there is no reason why we should be prematurel y
overpessimistic about the level and pace of the fund-raising.

Q4:
As we are now studying the matter, we have not yet come to a definite
conclusion. Through the important dialogue with you this time and paying due
consideration to your views and opinions, we hope that we will be able to
reach a fair conclusion. In any event, our position is this: we should

endeavour to ensure that the amount of atonement be appropriate from
international view-point.

Q5:

Our position is that in principle all the cases should be treated equally.
(the same principle should be applied to all the cases e

qually, irrespective
of country, state and contents of demages.)

06

The matter is being studied. We endeavour to respect the data and information
owned by the Goverrment and organizations concerned.

07:
It may be difficult to trea® the two categories completely on an equal level.
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