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INF/ONG/96/11
10 April 1996

INVITATION

Following note INF/NGO/96/4, we are pleased to confirm the meetings with
representatives of non-governmental organizations as follows:

Thursday 11 April 1996: Ms. Ragdhika Coomaraswamy, Special Rapporteur on

Violence against women,;

Friday 12 April 1996: Mr. Francis Deng, Representative of the Secretary-

General on Internally displaced persons;

Monday 15 April 1996: Mr, Gaspdr Biro, Special Rapporteur on Sudan;

Tuesday 16 April 1996: Mr. Roberto Garretdn, Special Rapporteur on Zaire,

These meetings will take place in Room XXI from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

You are cordially invited to attend.
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REQUEST

We ask you to request the following of the members of the Unite
Nations Commission on Human Rights in your country.

At the 52 nd session of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights in Geneva
from March 18, please strongly support the recommendations of Radhika
Coomaraswamy (the Special Rapporteur)’s report on the problem of the Japanese
Military's sexual slavery

Japanese NGO’s working on the problem of the Japanese Military’s sexual slavery
welcome all the recommendations of the Coomaraswamy repott. We NGO's have
been persistently requesting the Japanese government for the apology and
individual compensation for the victim of sexual slavery. At the same time we
have been providing medical and other support to the victims. Since the
publication of the Coomaraswamy report’s recommendations we have increased our
efforts to get the recommendations accepted.

However, the Japanese government has no intention of admitling that following the
report’s recommendations would settle the problem of Japan’s war responsibilility.
Because of pressure from victims and their supporters from Korea and other
countries, the government grudgingly apologized, albeit insincerely, but claims that
everything was settled by treaties between the two countries and refuses to pay
individual compensation. But thatis not all. The government also refuses to
conduct the thorough investigation into the sfavery that the victims are requesting.

In addition, to deflect international criticism of the Japanese Military’s sexual slavery,
in July 1995 the government established the Asian Women'’s Fund. The government
hopes that by giving the victims money collected form citizens the Japanese
government's war crimes will be pardoned and this problem solved once and for all.

Victims of the Japanese Military’s sexual slavery are now very old and infirm. Many
of them are poor. Despite this they are refusing to accept money from the citizens of
japan and want an apology and individual compensation from the government.
This is because what they desire most is the restoration of their human rights and

dignity as women, not just money.

Itseems the Japanese government is lobbying to have the Coomaraswamy report's
recommendations declared meaningless. We hope you will all support the
recommendations and ask that you unanimously and unequivocally agree solving
the problem of the Japanese Military’s sexual slavery is an important issue.

March 19%
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Permanent' Court for Arb:tration Towards the Compensation
for Individual Victims of Mllitary Sexual Slavery by Japan
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Action Network in Japan on Military Sexual Slavery
Coalition of Groups Opposing the Asian Women’s Fund

Japanese Catholic Council for Justice and Peace | 5

Contact Address:
efoNCC .
Nishi-Washeda 2-3-18 | '
Shinjuku-ku 169 Tel 03-3204-0374
Tokyo-to Japan Fax 03-3204-9495
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This is » statement by Associstion to Support the
Victims of Former Japsnese Imperisl Army Sexual Slavery,
which consiats of Japanese who have solidarity with the
struggle of the vietims of Japanese millitery sexusl
slavery for the restoration of the degnity. We set up
the secretarist at Nsgoys Y.W.C.A. in Japan. Sinoce 1992
we have got elong with our sotivities to support the
victims, inviting Koresn snd Fhilippine women who were
forced to be sexual slaves to hear what they experienced.

Especially, we have been communicating with Korean women
in every day life.

When they told us their unbeerable experiences, sometimes
shedding tears quietly, sometimes their voice quivering
with great anger, we reslized whet cruel the Japenese
Imperisl Army had committed. Unfortunately snd shemefully

we Jspanese had never been informed of the fact throughbéut
our school education.

Their shouts for justice after postwar long psinful
silence struck us deeply. We 8ll were faced with a painful
problem how we Japasnese could compensate and rehabilitate
them. As we thought thet the grave c¢rime the Japanese
Imperial Army committed. in.the name of State must be

disolosed to all the people, we have been trying to share
in-this serlous problem.

And now clear measures hgve been shown by the Report of
-the Specisl Rapporteur on violence sgainst women by
Ms.Radhike Coomaraswamy. It is "Report of the Specisl
Rapporteur on violence sgainst women, its causes and
sequences, Ms.Rsdhiks Coomaraswamy, in accordance with
Commission on Humen Rights resolution 1994/45%,

The 137th paragraph points out the best way the Government
of Japen should take. We take the recommendstions based

on an esrnest inquiry in apprecietion for the inquiry
commission. They ave rsther strict recommendetions, but

we are willing to accept its strictness sll the more.
Because we are certain that Japen cannot restore “Justicen,
nor can she answer the heartbresking shouts of the victims
unless she acts upon these recommendations.

We have started demanding that she sccept and entirely
follow them. We are expecting that these recommendstions
will be supported generslly and adopted et .Commission

on Human Rights. We also would like you to urge Government
of Japan will follow the conclusion totaslly end sccept
its legal responsibility shown in the report which is the
very core of the report and put the six clasuse which

they pay the vietims compensation ss Government of Japan
instead of raising-funds from the private sector what

is ealled "Pundas by Citizens® in sction right sway. We
look to you for the direction in this matter.

We ere hoping that Commission on Human Ri
its utmoat to support the surviving victims who have

been going through grest pain vhich they suffered from
ﬁh$“33939e331;m?fr§a}'Army who are now giving cries fer

ghts would try
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We, the undarsigned, are active members of "“Action for
Sisterhood in Asia", a non-governmental organization based
in YWCA Nagoya, Japan. Our nmain activities are to support
south-east Asian migrant women in Japan who are in need of
help. So-called "Comfort Women" issue is also our major
concern.

We are writing to inform you that we appraise the report of
the special rapporteur on violence against women and fully
support 6 recommendations Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy made in
the 137th paragraph of the report.

We demand that the government of Japan should immediately
accept not only moral but also legal responsibilities to the
victims of the military sexual slavery, apologize
individually and pay compensation to each of thenm.

While the Japanese govermment is resisting Ms,. Radhika
Coomaraswary's report and has made refutation against it,
many of tha Japanese people including ourselves have Jjust
organized a committee and started a campaign to urge our
government to accept the United Natiocns' recommendations.

We do believe that Japan's decision on how she responds to
the report is the key to settlement of the "Comfort Women"
issue and we strongly hope that you, the members of
Commission on Humam Rights, will adopt the recommendation in
this session of the commission.

Action for Sisterhood in Asia

Nagoya YWCA, 2-3 Shinsakae-machi ‘

Naksa-ku, Nagoya, 460, Japan
= 81-52-961-7707/FAXB1-52-961-7719
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STATEMENL WELUUMANG RADHIKA CUUMAKADNARY > KEFUKL LU 1y
UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION & OBJECTING 70 THE
JAPANESE GOVERNMENT'S NEGATIVE RESPONSE

Refereace: REPORT; B/CN.4/1096/53/Add.1 (hereafter-E/63)
JAPAN'S RESPONSE; E/CN.4/1996/137 (hereafter-E/137)

From: tLialson Group of Citizens Promoting the Arbitration by the
Permanent Court for Arbitration Towards the Compensation for
Individual Yictims of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan

Coalition of Groups Opposing the Asian Woman's Fund

Japanese Catholic Council for Justice and Peace

Ao

¥e, the above groups from Japan, wish to point out several serious discrepencies
in the Japanese Covernment's response to Radhika Coomarasawey' s Report on

Military Sexual Slavery, the so~called "comfort women'. The following points
speak for themselves.

1 - (E-137: pg.3 - #2...Disclesure of documents...)
Regarding the 230 documents "found through investgation™ by the Japanese

Governemnt; 230 of these were returned to Japan from the U.S. National
Archives.

{The present government was forced to make its own investigation and study.]
because this issue vas brought up in the National Legisiature.
Professor Yoshiaki Yoshiml was the one who discovered documents in the

libraries of the National Poiice and tbe Defense Departaent, contrary to the
previous claims that such documents did not exist.

The government’ s " investigation® amounted to one order sent to various
departments to search for documents related to this issue.

(E-137; pg 4 ~ #5...documents...are open...)

As of April 6, 1996, many histSrical documents related to this issue that
are presently held by the National Police; National Records of Japanese
Government General of Korea and Japanese Government Ceneral of Taiwan; the
records of the Former Ministry of Interior are still restricted and not open to
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public access.

2 (E-187; pg 4 — #6...facts are difficult to ascertain...)

Through the efforts of NGO's, it was brought into the open that the system of

military sex-slavery had taken place in the following areas: Phillppines:
Indonesia; China, Malasia; Taiwan and the Pacific Islands. Accordingly, the
following facts have become clear: Young women were taken away while their
parents had to stand-by and waich; some were told that they would become
nurses and were taken away; they were all held against thelr wills and were
continually raped during the duration of their confinement.

3  (E-137; pg 4-5 - #2-3-4...expressions of remorse...)

The government' s so-called apologies vere in forms of Press Conferences,
and sounded more 1ike political statements. The reason for this is the
consistant refusal of the same Japanese officialdom to take legal
responsibiiity (for the past). As a result, the above kinds of statements
have only caused the survivors to feel greater frustration and anger.

4 (E-137; pg 6 ~ #5 - efforts in the field of education...)

In 1993, only one textbook was published containing information concerning

the Japanese military "comfort women'. Xn 1994, 34X mention this: and in 1995

61%. This increased mention of Japanese military sex-slaves, was not so much
the efforts of a concerned government, but was only done in response to
pressure by groups throughout Japan who have been concerned about this issue.
The Japanese government has often suppressed this kind of information through
its direct control over what is published in puplic school textbooks.

5 (E-137; pg 6 ~ I1i - #1 - developaent toward...Asian Woman' s Fund...)}

1) According to the Treasury Report for 19895, the Japanese Government
budgetted 481 miilion yen for advertisement fees to promote the Asian Yomen's
Fund; for operational fees, 8 million yen; besides this, the government is

paying salaries directly under a different item on the budget. [See E-53, pg 3
5 lines from the bottom.]

(E-137; pg 7 - #2- Q1) (2 (3)/A_ctlvitles of Fund...)

-~

-

2) Many scholars refuse to support the government on this fund saying,
the Japanese government must rather take legal responsibility in this matter.
ost support groups, and many NGO's oppose the fund, pointing out that in no
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3) As of March 14, 1996, the amount collected for the Aslan Women's Fund
is 211 million yen. Contrary to the goverpment's claim that 1t has raised the
consciouness of Japanese public regarding the 1ssues of ‘comfort women', this

meager response to the fund shows a great resistance on the part of the public
to cooperate with the fund.

(E-137; pg 7 ~ 8; #2 - (4) (5)...dlalogues...)

4) The Korean Council for the Women Drafted for Sexual Slavery by Japan

refused to recelve the team sent by the Asian Women's Furd, and to the groups
approached in the Phillipines and Taiwan, the teams seemed to be pressuring
them rather than engaging in a dialogue.

6 (E-137; Pg 9:

I11 Japan...[legal arguments]...) [see E-53; pg 24 -
£$102...]

1) As Radhika Coomaraswamy points out in her report, Japan Military
*comfort women' were sex-slaves. ®Japan violated the internation] obligations
arising from ..." these Conventlons, [1904, 1910, 1921], and until this day,

none of the women have received compensation; and, none of those responsible
have been punished.

2) In the San Francisco Treaty accepted and signed by Japan, the Batavian
War Crimes Trials [Indooesia)] reveal the cases of 12 officers and men who

were punished for foi'c'ing women from the Netherlands into military sexual

slaves.This leaves an un-answered questlon; are pot the rights of Aslan women to
be redressed in the same way as these Dutch women?

3) [E-53; pg 25 - 3107...]
a) In its various bi-lateral treaties with Aslan nations, Japan mever
brought up the issue of, nor claims for *comfort women’.

b) The first time the Japanese Government even admitted that 'comfort
women ever existed was in 1992 at the insistance of the survivors
and their support groups from Asia and Japan.

4) a) If the Japanese governae;ff-'wants to continue its claim of "no
responsibility’ for this crime against International Covenants and Treaties,
then it ought to take this claim to be mediated at the International Court

I e A AL Bt = e LSt AR RR SIS P2 AL T L
R AR il R s

PO S SRUE PN

PR RS

AN

P




)

b) In 1994, the FCA, [a group of Korean survivors] moved to take
this case with Japan to the mediation of the International Court of
Justice. The Japanesé governsent refused to do this; lustead, it moved to
set up the Aslan Woman' s Fund.

7 (B-137: pg 3 I - l...policles...issues of vlolence agzinst women., . )

At the same time that the Japnese government set up the Asian ¥pmen' s
Fund, the government approached many civil groups working with preseat day
women' § issues and problems with an offer of financial assistance to their
projJécts. These groups are In opposition to the Asian ¥owen's Fund, and so '
they refused to accept this government offer of ald.

¥e wish to conclude this statement by reminding ourselves that all of
these wvomen, in all of the natloos they were from, were physically and
psycologically wounded when they were made sex-slaves by the Japanese
Military: after the war, they were pointed out and discriminated agalast as
Japanese "comfort women'. Even now, the survivors suffer from thelr past.
In their own words; the Japanese government is once again trying to kill us
with their Asian Women's Fund!

There is only one way for the Japanese government to make amends, and to
restore the dignity and rights of all of theése women: that is to stop running
away from its responsibility, and to accept the recosmendations made in

the Special Rapporteur's Report to the Humsn Rights Commission at its fifty-
second session [E-53; pg 31-32...]

CONTACT ADDRESS
2-10-10 SHIOMI EOTO-XU TOKYO 135
JAPANESE CATHOLIC COUNCIL FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE
TEL. 03-5632-4444
FAX. 03-5632-4465
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TOWARDS REAL SOLUTION OF JAPAN'S
VILITARY SEXUAL SLAVERY .
AND WHAT THE SLRVIVOR WOMEN VICTIMS REALLY WANT

- -

e
Wednesday, 10 April 1996
10:00 to 12:00 )
Salle 21
Togram: Co-Chaired by: Rev. Hes-Soon Kwoxi. (Korean Courcil for T

the Women Drafied for Sexusl Slavery by Japan)
Mr. Etsuro Torsuka (Interpational Fellowship of

Receonciliarion)
1) Video Snowing: The issue of Reparation of &ic War Crimes bf Japan
2) Panel Discussion:
*Private Fund Carrot be the Real Soludon

The Posidon of Survivors and NGOs

- South Koreans (KCFWDF3SBI, ROK)

- Filipinos (Lilla Pilipina 2nd Supgoring Groups)

- Taiwapess (Taipei Women Rescue Foundation)

- Duich (Foundation of the Japanese Honorary Deb)

- North Koreans (COCOPA, DPRK) .

- Views of Asian NGOs: Resolution of Asian Solidarity Confereace (AWHRC)

- World Opinion: What the Internadonal Seminar organized by the ICJ7UN
University {oundadon (ICS)

*Japaness Goverrinent's amitude on its war responsibility (Fact-Finding Team on the
truth about the Forced Xorean Laboress, Japan) '

*Towards a Real Soluticn of Japan’s Military Sexual Slavery -

What can movezeats in Japan do?
What can the Japarese Dict do? (Diet Member)
What can the UN do? (IFOR)

Organized by: World Ceuncil of Chiwrches
Intemmztionzl Feilowsship of Reconciliation
International Asscciation of Democratic Lawyers
[nta—ational Federation of Women in L23al Caresrs
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Stop Military Sexual Slavery in Wartime

Victim
North Korea
‘South Korea

China
Taiwan
Philippines
Malaysia
Indonesia

the Netherlands
A Island of Guam(USA)

We would like to invite you
_a "Women in Black” march
and deliver a letter to
the Japanese Government.

contact : Aiko Cater
Hotel Mon-Repos(022-732-8010)

:HJ&?&E&SQONAL 16:30
Hotel Continental Japanese Government
Bus Stop _ Delegation
(N7
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UNITED NATIONS

Commission on Numen Rights
FLIty-second session
Agandas item 9
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Vielanca Against Women and Displaced Persohs

International Educationsl Development walcomes the report
{E/CR.4/19956/%3/A4A4.1) of the Spscial Rapporteur on
Against Woman regarding Japan's War rape victime. As
Our organization auwbmittad a aimilar report im 1993
articla by this speaker in 1994 on the same topic. W
that the Special Rapporteur agrees with our analyais
racommandations, sepacially the recommendation that
government of Japan pay individual compensation to e
victim. We are appallad that the governamnt of Japsn
pay compensation to thase victims.

We ars aware of curcest plasa to provide indivi
compangation through & govearpment-initisted private
tha governmant hac announead an inteastion to dictrib
than 2,000,000 yan per victim through that mechaais
«arly as next month, Our organization hés consistentfy urged
direct compensation througn a governasnt-astablis compansation
tribunal ss the baxt way to mast Japan'g internationil
responsinilty to compensate its victims., Wwe are not jconviaced
that the proposed tund sechsniss Zfully asets that obligation.
Howavex. if tha fundas for this fund ars provided by the Jsponaase
govecrnmant itself, this distridution comld be vi 43 & means
of partially fTulfflli Japan's obligation if othar elaments of
£full compensation, including a compsnsatioan tribungl, sre
carried out. We nots for comparativas purposss that the governmant
Ot Germany matablishad a wide range of compansation|programmes,
‘tncivding direct paymsnts and pensions, contributiohs to private
:nundatignl and contributions to funds established

y Israel.

te not less
baginning as
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MISSION PERMANENTE DU JAPON
AUPRES DES ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALKS

GENAVE-SVIR  Rlsasashacic against dalivacy
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STATEMENT BY
. HLE. AMBASSADOR MINORU ENDO

e ol i s it

HIAD OF THE JAPANESE DELEGATION
ON

ITEMS OF THE AGENDA No 9 & 17

52ad SESSION OF THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

10 April 1996
Geneva
Permanent Mission of Japan
to the Unised Nations Office

| and other Internationsl Organizations at Geangva




Mr. Chairman,

The Government of Japan regards the activities of the Commission on
Humen Rights as indispensable to further promote and encourage human rights
and fundamental freedoos around the world, and has made efforts to contribute
to them as one of its most important policy objectives. Referring to item 9 and
17 together, I would like to review the recent efforts made by Japan and affirm
its commitment to continuing and extending them further.

(Regional Arrangements for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the
Asian and Pacific Region)
Mr. Chairman,

On regional arrangements, I wish to take this opportunity to extend the
heartfelt gratitude of my delegation to His Majesty’s Government of Nepal for
having hosted the fourth session of the United Nations Workshops for the Asian
and Pacific Region on Human Rights and welcome the conclusion which
stressed the importance of initiating the process of establishing regional
arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights in the Asian and
Pacific region on a stop-by-step basis. This is exactly an approach the
Government of Japan has been advocating since the World Conference on
Human Rights held in Vienna in 1993, '

In view of the importance of sharing information and experience in the
field of human rights, the Ministry of Fereign Affairs of Japan co-hosted with
’ the'Uniteleﬁms*Uni_varsity a'symposium on Hurpan Righits in the Asia-
Pacific Region in Tokyo in: July 1995 which was subtitled *Toward partnership
for the promation and protection of human rights.” It was encouraging that the
importance of promoting regional cooperation in the field of Human Rights was

1
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reaffinmed by the prominent human right experts in the region. Japan intends to
bold this symposium every year, and the next one is scheduled for 4 and 5 July
of this year. I believe that the symposium will contribute to reaching a common
understanding on human rights among Asia-Pacific countries and cventually
lead to the establishment of a regional arrangement.

(Humen Rights Education)
Mr, Chairman,

Human rights education is e fundamental ‘means of promoting snd
protecting human rights. The Government of Japan therefore attaches great
importance to the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, which
aims at creating s universal culture of humaa rights. Last December, the
Govemnment of Japan established within its Cabinet the Headquarters for the
United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education to implement the Plan of
Action adopted by the United Nations.

(Humen Rights of Women)
Mr. Chairman,

The Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing last September
reconfirmed women's rights as human rights in the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action. The Beijing Conference was an important step forward in the
effort to advance the status of women and promots the human rights of women in
Asia and worldwide. As the first womnen's conference held in Asia, it reminded
us of Asian women's achievements in the sadvancement of their status snd their
active involvement in society. As a follow-up to the Beijing Conference, which
called on each country to develop a mational plan of action, the Government of
Japan is working out a revised national plan, taking due account of the report of

2
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the Council for Gender Equality, which is an advisory body to the Prime
Minister's Office.

At the Beijing Conference, the representative of Japan emphnsized that
violence sgainst women wag a matter of grave concern and constituted
violation of the human rights of women. At the initiative of the Government of
Japan, the United Nations General Assembly in 1995 adopted a resolution te
establish a trust fund on violence against women within the UN Development

Fund for Women (UNIFEM), to which Japan intends to maeke financial
contributions.

On another issue of importance, the Government of Japan has
officially.expressed its profound apologies to the former "comfort women”
through statements by its highest suthorities, because of the deep remorse it feels
over the issue. The Government has also conducted the fact-finding study on this

. issue, and snnounced its results. The related documents have been made open

tothepubhc Imhtouldthutthuusuehnuhobeenw:delyukmupinth-

. school education in order to make smdapts fully sware of it.

The Asian Women's Fund was established to address the issus of °
"comfort women" and other issues relating to the human rights of women. More
than three million US dollars have already been contributed to it by Japaness
citizens, and these and futurs contributions will ba conveyed to the former

“comfort women." The Japanese Government has also appropristed about 4.8

million US dollass for FY 1995 and about 6.3 million US dollars for FY 1996 to-

the Fund in order to assist it in realizing, among other things, medical and

welfare projects for former “comfort women." We would like to continue our

efforts so that the Fund will become fully operational and undertake its desired
activities a3 soon a3 pouible

22
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With regard to the legal aspscts of the report on the mission to Japan
and other countries issued by the Special Rapporteur on violence against

women, the Government of Japan reserves its position as contajned in the UN
document E/CN.4/1996/137.

(Centex for Human Rights)

The Govemmmt of Japan is of the view that further i lmprovement in the
functioning and efficiency of the Center for Human Rights is needed in order to
enable the Center to cope with its constantly ; incressing worklosd, I wish to
cxpress apprecistion for the efforts being made by the Ceuter in this regard,
especially the Change Plap submitted by the High Commissioner for Human
Rights. Iam delighted to angounce that the Govmment of Japan has just made
& contribution of one hundred thoutand US dollars to cover the expenses to

provide the necessary services to support the "Manage Information* project in
the Plan,

(Tecknical Cooperation)
Mr. Chairman,

Technical cooperation in the field of human rights is an effective
means of i improving human nzhn situation of countries where infrastructure for
protection of human nglm has not yet been fully developed. The Government of
Japan strongly supports therolnphyed by the Center for Human Rights in this
ﬁeldandnphnnmgtomcrmem combuuontoﬂu\follmmy?md for

Technical Coopcnnon from six hundred to.eight hundred thousand dollars in
FY 1996.
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(Human Rights Field Opention) ‘
Mr. Chairman, .

The ficld operation is particularly important for the protection of
humaa rights in the countries or regions where they are seriously endangered
because of armed conflict or other internal instability. Out of grave concern
over the situation of human rights in the former Yugosiavia, the Government of
Japan has decided to contribute six kundred thousand US doliargto the Canter

¢ for Human Rights for its field opetations. We strongly hope that it will help
halting and preventing viclations of human rights, thersby promoting the return
i of refugees and displaced persons.

Mr. Chairman,

In concluding my remarks, I wish to um'eyouthattha Government of
Japan will continue to support the activities undertaken by the Commission on
Human Rights and the Center for Human Rights for the further promotion and
encoursgement of human rights and fundamental freedoms. Despite the
enormity of tasks ahead of us, I am convinced that in the spirit of humanism,
mutual understarding and cooperation, we can achieve our common objective
of better and enhanced state of human rights throughout the entire world
community.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman
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Mr. Chairman,

The Charter of the United Nations is the first international
instrument acknowledging equal rights of men and women in
specific terms. Since its inception, the UN has made great
strides in the enhancement of women's rights as well as in the
advancement of the status of women.

Nevertheless, violence against women persists as the most
detrimental breach of women's basic human rights and
remains as an obstacle to the achievement of equality,
development and peace, as recognized in the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women.

It is noteworthy, however, that significant progress has been
made in recent years in eliminating violence against women.
The World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna, June
1993, the adoption by the UN General Assembly of the
Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women
in December 1993 and the Fourth World Conference on
Women in Beijing, September 1995 were key milestones of
such efforts.
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-
Along with these historic momentums, the appointment by f
the Cormunission on Human Rights of the Special Rapporteur
on violence against women, its causes and consequences,
constitutes another significant landmark in the process of
eliminating violence against women to the fullest extent
possible.

PR TTER YEPE SR FUE RN H AR TS

-

In this connection, my delegation highly commends the
devotion and efforts made by the Special Rapporteur, Ms.
Radhika Coomaraswamy, in fulfilling her mandate. We have

no doubt that her dedication will create further momentum
toward this goal.
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A comprehensive study on all forms of violence against
women in the family, contained in her report
E/CN.4/1996/53, provides specific guidance to aid the

international community in tackling this urgent problem of
the day.

Mr. Chairman,

The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action recognizes
all violations of the human rights of women in situations of
armed conflict as violations of the fundamental principles of
international human rights and humanitarian law. This has
been explicitly reaffirmed by this august forum in its
resolutions on the elimination of violence against women.




With this in mind, my delegation would like to comment on
another important report of the Special Rapporteur
(E/CN.4/1996/53/Add.1) on the issue of the military sexual
slavery in wartime which concerns the so-called “Comfort
Women”. Taking this opportunity, we would also like to
make clear the Korean Government’s position on this issue.

This is an issue which is of particularly deep concern to the
Govemnment of the Republic of Korea since Korean women
account for the vast majority of innumerable victims of the
sexual slavery perpetrated by the then Japanese Imperial

Army, since as early as 1932 and throughout the Second
World War. -

In this connection, the Government of the Republic of Korea
highly appraises the outcome of the in-depth, fact-finding
inquiries as well as the observations contained in the Special
Rapporteur’s report. Accordingly, my Government welcomes
and supports the recommendations made by the Special
Rapporteur, which are based upon the results of her fact-
finding missions to the countries concemed in July 1995.

My delegation shares the view of the Special Rapporteur with
regard to the use of the term “military sexual slavery in
wartime”, instead of the term “Comfort Women”, in order to
accurately and appropriately reflect the agonizing cruelties
and abuses which the victims were forced to endure during
their sexual subjugation in wartime.
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The Special Rapporteur’s view in this respect has been
endorsed by the Working Group on Contemporary Forms of
Slavery of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, as well as by the

ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions :

and Recommendations.

The said ILO Comimittee recognized, in its report issued last °

month, that matters related to the so-called military “Comfort
Stations” should be characterized as sexual slavery in
violation of the ILO Convention No. 29, namely, “the Forced

Labour Convention”, which Japan ratified in 1932,

Mr. Chairman,

My government announced in March 1993 that, with regard

to the so-called “comfort women” issue, it would not demand .

any material reparations at the government level vis-a-vis the
Japanese Government. We instead urged the Japanese
Government to work toward uncovering the historical truths
of the issue in a thorough manner so that it would provide
future generations with a historical lesson to help prevent the
recurrence of similar tragic and inhumane acts violating
fundamental human rights.

9




In this connection, the Korean Government acknowledged as
a positive step forward the statement made in August 1993 by
the then Chief Cabinet Secretary of the Japanese
Government, through which the Japanese Government, for
the first time, admitted the involvement of the Japanese
military authorities in these acts. The Japanese Government
also admitted that the so-called “Comfort Women” were
recruited and transferred against their own will, through such

means as coaxing, coercion, etc., and that they lived in misery
at comfort stations under a coercive atnosphere.

We still vividly remember the statement made by the Chief
Cabinet Secretary that (I quote) “the Government of Japan
would like to take this opportunity once again to extend its
sincere apologics and remorse to all those, irrespective of
place of origin, who suffered immeasurable pain and
incurable physical and psychological wounds as comfort
women” (unquote). Then, he stated that (I quote again) “we
shall face squarely the historical facts instead of evading
them, and take them to heart as lessons of history” (unquote).

Having said all this thus far, let me return to the Report of the
Special Rapporteur. The report made clear that the abduction
and systematic rape of women and girl children in the case of
“Comfort Women” constitutes an inhumane act against the
civilian population and “crimes against humanity”. The report
further stated that the “intent” of the parties to the treaties
concerned, including the San Francisco Peace Treaty, did not

-

b

5
5
§
T
,}:E
i
'_;:‘;.
A
fi,.

1
-
e
s,

. %3
o
&

gl

i G e L RS Ll

BRINEE SR RS ot

CATTEN

ol i e A R s S i S0 DR E %

i




cover the specific claims made by “comfort women”, and the
treaties were not concerned with human rights violations of
women during the conduct of war by Japan. Therefore, the
Special Rapporteur concluded that, notwithstanding the San
Francisco Peace Treaty and the ‘bilateral treaties_signed
subsequently, the Government of Japan remains legally

responsible for the consequent violations of international
humanitarian law.

Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

The Government of the Republic of Korea is firmly of the
view that if the Japanese Government is really determined to
“squarely face the historical facts and take them to heart as
lessons of history”, as was stated by the former Chief Cabinet
Secretary, the first step it should take is to publicly
acknowledge its past offenses, and then to assume due
responsibilities in a straightforward manner. )
Accordingly, the Korean Government calls upon the J apanese
Govemment to take the necessary steps in.implementing the
Special Rapporteur’s recommendations voluntarily and in an
expeditious manner. -
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My delegation would like to recall the Resolution 1994/45 by
which the Commission appointed Ms. Coomaraswamy as the
Special Rapporteur on violence against women and invited
her to recommend measures, ways and means to eliminate
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violence against women and its causes, and to remedy 1te
consequences. The Preliminary Report of the Specml

‘Rapporteur was accordingly welcomed by last year's:
Resolution 1995/85.

In addition, it is encouraging to note that the Commission on }
the Status of Women is to assist this Commission in the area
of violence against women as stated in the Resolution, :
entitled “Mainstreaming the human rights of women”, ;
adopted last month during its Fortieth session held at the

United Nations Headquarters in New. York.
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My delégaﬁon therefore considers it essential that the ?l
contents of the Spec1al Rapporteur’s Report be adequately

reflected in this year’s resolution on the elimination of ;
violence against women.

Before closing, my delegation wishes to reiterate that the %
Korean Government fully supports the United Nations in
addressing this issue and looks forward to the concerted ;

efforts of the international community to that end.




STATEMENT BY MR. ZHANG YISHAN, ALTERNATE
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CHINESE DELEGATION ON
ITEM9 AT T n OF
THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

April 10, 1996 )

Mr. Chairman,

Fifty years ago, when the founding fathers of the United Nations
were writing into the Charter the important principle of
safeguarding and promoting human rights, there were more than a
hundred countries in the world still under colonial rule. Thirty years
ago, when the international community was drafting the
Intemational Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination, Black people in some countries did not have the
right yet to ride with white people in the same bus. And ten years
ago, when the UNGA adopted the Declaration on the Right to
Development, certain countries were still refusing to accept the
right to development as a fundamental human right. All those are
history now, thanks to concerted efforts by the international
community, including our Commission® s important contribution. In
view of the end of the Cold War and the tremendous changes in the
world, people have high expectations for the Commission. However,
in spite of the fact that the Cold War has become a thing of the past,
its spirit is still-reluctant to go. This is regrettable. There is still no
shortage of people bent on political confrontation. Double standard

remains unchecked as ever. The politicization of human rights is
still obstructing the Commission’ s normal functioning.

The twenty-first century will be with us in four years’ time. Are we
really going to take these anomalies with us into the pext century
and leave them to our future generations? Deep soul-searching is
called for on our part in order to Jeamn the lessons of the past and
improve the Commission’ s work with an cye on the future. In this

connection, the Chinese delegation would like to offer some
preliminary views,
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1. Safeguarding the principle of equality.

The sovereign equality of states and non-interference in the internal
affairs of other states are guiding principles set forth in the UN
Charter. States are equal in the family of the United Nations. No
country has the prerogative to interfere in the internal affairs of
others and impose its will on others.

2. Respect for each country’ s specific situation.

Our world is a multi-faceted one. Countries have different political,
economic and social systems and their historic background, cultural
traditions and development levels vary from one to the other. The
implementation of the human rights principles can not be devoid of
a country’s actual situation. To promote human rights,
govemments and peoples are entitled to adopt realistic measures

suited to their national situations, This is only normal and should

not be subjected to censure.

3. Sharpening the work focus.

. In today’ s world, most countries are developing ones where most

people live. For them, the right to subsistence and the right to
development are of cardinal importance. Our Commission should
be focused in this area and strive to push and promote progress in
concrete terms, -

4. Equal attention to political and economic aspects.

Human rights is a wholistic concept. Political and civil rights are as
important as economic, social and cultural rights. Any lopsided
stress on and attention to certain set of rights are undesirable. The
Commission should adopt measures to promote the comprehensive
enjoyment of human rights.

3. Strengthening the regional balance. '

Regional balance is an important UN principle, but the
Commission’ s composition is at odds with such a principle. More
developing countries should be invited to sit on the Commission.
The abnormal phenomenon of certain region and group of countrics

occupying an excessive number of the Commission’ s seats should
not be allowed to continue.
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6. Setting up effective mechanism.

At present, UN human rights mechanisms and organs overlap with
functions blurred, agenda overloaded and documents piling up.

Such a serious problem requires effective measures and earnest
reforms.

Mr. Chairman,

The spectacular 4th World Conference on Women of the United
Nations was solemnly held in Beijing last September and was
crowned with resounding success. More than 40,000 participants
attended the Conference and NGO Forum, which was
unprecedented in UN history. The Beijing Declaration and Program
of Action adopted at the Conference will have profound impact on
the realization of equality between man and woman and the
participation of the world’ s women in their countries’ development,
The Conference has gone down in history as a milestone for the
advancement of women’s status and the promotion of peace and
development. The Chinese Government is honored to have had the
. Opportunity to play host to such an important conference, thus
contributing to the promotion of gender equality and realization of

various human rights and fundamenta! freedoms for women and the
girl child.

Mr. Chaimnan,

The Chinese delegation has taken note of the report contained in
document E/CN.4/1996/53/Add.1 submitted to the Commission by
Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy, Special Rapporteur on violence
against women. The report has exposed the crime of recruiting
“Comfort Women” by the Japanese militarist government during
the Second World War. We appreciate the Rapporteur’ s
constructive efforts and the results achieved. The Chinese
Government has deep sympathy for the women victims who have
suffered unspeakable miseries. Today, half a century after the end
of the War, the Japanese govemment must submit itself squarely to
history and reality and adopt a responsible

approach to the
apprOpriate/Wis problem.
resolutinaty
Thand you, Mr. Chairman.
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52KD SESSION OF THE UN COMMISSION ON EUMAN RIGHTS

STATEMENT ON AGENDA ITEM 9,

SUB-ITEMS A) ON ALTERNATIVE.APPROACHES
AND WAYS AND MEANS WITHIN THE UN SYSTEM

I A )

¥ #
AND B) NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR THE

PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF EUMAN RIGHTS

by:

Dr. Jaime Bautista

Assistant Secretary
Office of United Nations and
International Oxganizations
Department of Foreign Affairs

Geneva, 10 April 199g

ISSUED 8Y THE PHILIPPINE MISSION TO THE UNITED

6
NATIONS OFFICE ANp INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS |



MR. CHATRMAN

UNDER THIS AGENDA ITEM, TKE PRILIPPINE DELEGATION WOULD I.IKE TO :
ADDRESS TOGETHER THE QUESTIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION, !
REGIONAL ARRANGEMENTS, AND NATIONAL INSTITUTTIONS UNDER SUB-ITEMS .
A) AND B) AND THEN TO ADDRESS THE QUESTION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST
WOMEN IN SUB-ITEM A). :

MR. CHATRMAN

A DECADE AGO, THE PHILIPPINES ACCOMPLISHED A BLOODLESS PEOPLE
POWER REVOLUTION AGAINST A DICTATORIAL REGIME, AND PLACED THE
PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AT THE CORE OF ITS
PROGRAMME FOR THE FULL RESTORATION OF DEMOCRACY. -

ONE OF THE PRIORITIES OF THE DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT WAS TO SET !
UP A CONSTITUTIONALLY~-BASED NATIONAL INSTITUTION FOR THE B
PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, THE PHILIPPINE g
COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS (PCHR). AT THE OUTSET, IT WAS g
RECOGNIZED THAT THE OBJECTIVE OF HUMAN RIGHTS PROTECTION AND

PROMOTION COULD NOT BE ACHIEVED TOTALLY WITHOUT HUMAN RIGHTS E
EDUCATION.

THE WORK HAD BEEN PIONEERED BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN
THE COUNTRY, WHOSE ACTIVITIES ON HUMAN RIGHTS ADVOCACY STARTED
DURING THE DICTATORTIAL REGIME. NGOs REMAIN THE GOVERNMENT /

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS. THESE EDUCATIONAL,
ACTIVITIES TARGET ALL SECTORS OF SOCIETY, PARTICULARLY THE
MILITARY, TEACHERS AND STUDENTS, AND LOCATL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS.

N LR PR b S
T T

THE PHILIPPINES ACHIEVED GREAT SATISFACTION WHEN THE ITS EFFORTS
IN THIS FIELD WERE GIVEN INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION. YOU MAY :
RECALL THAT IN 1995, THE PCHR RECEIVED THE UNESCO AWARD FOR
EDUCATION IN HUMAN RIGHTS.
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NATIONAL AGENDA FOR THE DE'CADE, WITH THE THEME "BUILDING THE

HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION IS ALSO AT THE CENTER OF THE NATIONAL
HUMAN RIGHTS PLAN, EVOLVED BY THE PCHR AFTER SERIES OF SECTORAL
AND REGIONAL CONSULTATIONS, CULMINATING IN A NATIONAL PUBLIC

HERRING ON THE FORMULATION OF A LONG-TERM NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS

g s
INTEGRATED IN THE PCHR’S PLAN OF ACTION FOR THE UN DECADE FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION. THE PLAN OF ACTION INCLUDES SECTORAL
RIGHTS EDUCATION FOR VULNERABLE SECTORS. SUCH AS WOMEN, CHILDREN,
THE URBAN POOR, AND INDIGENOUS CULTURAL COMMUNITIES, AND REGULAR
EDUCATION FOR LJ\W-ENFORCERS, LEGAT, OFFICIALS AND THE MILITARY




. 2

THE CORE OF THE PLAN IS THE HUMAN RIGHTS ACTION CENTER PROGRAM “
AT THE VILLAGE LEVEL, WHICH WOULD IMPLEMENT HUMAN RIGHTS
EDUCATION AND INFORMATION AT THE GRASSROOTS LEVEL.

MR. CHAIRMAN

TWO MORE EVENTS MARKED THE PROMOTIO!:I OF HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION
IN THE PHILIPPINES IN 1995. THESE WERE THE INTERNATIONAL
WORKSHOP OF NATIONAY, HUMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS, HELD IN APRIL i
1995, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, AND THE
CONFERENCE WORKSHOP ON ASIA-PACIFIC HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION FOR ¢
DEVELOPMENI“ IN DECEMBER 1995.

PHILIPPINE CONTRIBUTION TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLAN OF 3
ACTION FOR THE UN DECADE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION.

MR. CHAIRMAN

WE WOULD LIKE TO DRAW THE COMMISSION’S ATTENTION TO DOCUMENT NO.
B/CN.4/1996/8, WHICH CONTAINS THE REPORT OF THE THIRD
INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS FOR THE PROMOTION :
AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS HELD IN MANYLA, FROM 18 TO 21 :
APRIL 1995, AND IN PARTICULAR TQ ANNEX IV OF THE DOCUMENT, GIVING
THE TEXT OF MANILA DECLARATION.

THE PHILIPPINES FULLY SUPPORTS THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 5
WORKSHOP, IN PARTICULAR ITS SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS WITH RESPECT 3
TO THE EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN, THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN, THE RIGHTS G
OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, THE FIGHT AGAINST RACISM AND RACIAL

DISCRIMINATION, THE RIGHTS OF MIGRANT WORKERS AND OF INDIGENOUS
PEOPLE. 2

MR. CHAIRMAN

MR. CHAIRMAN

WE PAID PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO THE REPORT’S CHAPTER XXX, ITEM

v &
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E, ON VIOLENCE AGAINST DOMESTIC WORKERS, PAGES 21 TO 23 OF THE
REPORT.

THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT HAS LONG AGO BEEN ACTIVE IN SEEKING
TO PROTECT ITS CITIZENS AGAINST THE VIOLENCE TO WHICH SOME OF ITS
WOMEN MIGRANT WORKERS ARE SUBJECTED, IN PARTICULAR DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE. THEREFORE, AS A SENDING STATE, WE TAKE EXCEPTION TO
THE STATEMENT MADE IN PARA. 77 OF THE REPORT ABOUT THE

WE NOTE THAT MS. COOMARASWAMY PLANS TO ADDRESS THE PARTICULAR

ISSUE OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN "MIGRANT WORKERS AND THAT OF
TRAFFICKING, IN HER PROGRAMME FOR 1996~-97, AND LOOK FORWARD TO

HER REPORT AT THE NEXT SESSION. ———

MR. CHAIRMAN

THE PHILIPPINES, AS A COUNTRY WITH SOME NATIONALS WHO WERE
"COMFORT WOMEN", READ CAREFULLY THE REPORT OF THE SPECIAL
RAPPORTEUR ENTITLED “REPORT ON THE MISSION TO THE ON HER VISITS
TO THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA, THE REPUBLIC OF

" KOREA AND JAPAN ON THE ISSUE OF MILITARY SEXUAL SLAVERY 1IN

WARTIME."

EVIDENTLY, PHTILIPPINE CONCERN ON THIYS QUESTION IS FOCUSED ON THE
PHILIPPINE VICTIMS OF THIS PRACTICE. TO THIS END + THE PHILIPPINES
HAS VIGOROUSLY PURSUED, INCLUDING AT THE HIGHEST OFFICIAL LEVELS,

BEST TO ASSIST THE VICTIMS, IN COORDINATION WITH CONCERNED NGOs.
THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT ALS0 FACILITATED THE VISIT TO THE
PHILIPPINES OF MS. LINDA CHAVEZ, THE SUB-COMMISSION’S EXPERT.

THE PHILIPPINES FEELS THAT DIALOGUE ON THIS ISSUE SHOULD CONTINUE
TO BE CONDUCTED, WITH THE FOCUS ON THE INTERESTS OF VICTIMS. THE
PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT RESPECTS THE POSITION OF INDIVIDUAL
CLAIMANTS AND HAS BEEN GUIDED BY THE CONSIDERATION THAT ONGOING
GOVERNMENT CONSULTATIONS WITH JAPAN SHOULD NOT 1IN ANY WAY
UNDERMINE THE POSITION OF THESE CLAIMANTS.

THANK YOU, MR. CHAIRMAN.
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Mr. Chairman,

1. My dalegation would like to address briefly agenda icm 9a. In New York, just & few
weeks ago, a1 interesting process has started in the context of the Commission on the
Status of Women. An open-ended working group, paraliel 1o the CSW, took up the issue
of a draft optional Protocol to the Convention of the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). The discustion took place on the basis of
elements proposed by the CEDAW Committee.

2. Despite various problems related in particular o the choice of the Chair of the  ~
open-ended Working group, very useful progress bas been made in the discussion, A fixst
reading of the elements and a thorough discussion on the issue of justiciability took place.
Although various difficultles will have to be surmounted, the general spirit was
constructive 0d an overwhelming majoricy of delegations present was in favour of an
optional protocol to the CEDAW Convention and the process initiated for its elaboration.

3, My detegation would like to confirm also in this forum its positive attitude towards
the establishment of an optional Protocol to the CEDAW Conveation. We have.actively

rticipated tn the discusslon in New York and will contioue to do 5o during the next
session of the open-ended working group in 1997, convinced that it is necessary to
mmmmeﬂmbmandpmmmemmofwm. In the view
of my delegarion the actual drafting of the proocol should be started a3 soon as possible
in order to use the momentum created by the Beijing Confersence.

4. lntbcumespiritwew:ieomcdtheemhlishmentohbechﬂﬁononthcﬂimimﬁon
of Violence agalnst Wornen, which was adopted by the General Asserubly of the United
Nations in 1993. We welcomed even more resolution 1994/45 of this Commissicn, by
wmchhpmpoudmmaSpccmmppomu:onViommithmn. Mrs.
Radhika Coomaraswamy is doing an excellent job. Her wotk is of very high quality and
of commendable thoroughness. We would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs
Coomaraswamy for her dedication.

5. Mmommmudommgummﬁghuofwm.lmmiomdﬂmdy
the possibility of strengthening the Convention by adopting an optional protocol.
Furthermore the possibilities of the CEDAW Committee should be broadened. The
cmﬁm&mﬁmhdm&;dmemmnmmcwwrwm-&pm
consideration of ail reports. Equally a thorough follow-up is not possible. We therefore
highly welkcomed the amendment o article 20.1 of the CEDAW-Convenrion which will
pamittthommineemimmiumudngmwmmmhundwchopcmnn
memhcrmmwmecmwmuﬁrymhmw.mmmm government
will do so as expeditigusly as possible.

Mr. Chairman,

6. In order to further promote the mainstreaming of women's human nights, closer
Cooperation is needed between the Division for the Advancement of Women aod the
Centre for Human Rights. Modern communication should be able to overcome the

distance New York - Geneva without major problems. My delegation welcomes the
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recens elaboration of the jolat work plan of the Division and the Centre for Human
Rights. Tncreased cooperation and coordination between these two units of the secretariat

is needed 1o ensure that the UN Human Rights mechanlsios address violatons of buman
xights of women.

r:]

7. Purthermore the Cooperntion between this Commission and the Cormmission on the

Status of Women should be strengthened. An example of such interactivity would be the

preparation of the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in

1998, With a view to participating in the celebration the Cormission on the Status of

- Women decided to put on its agenda for 1998 & number of truman rights issues related to
women. In this regard my delegation regrets that the teport of the Special Rapporteur on

Violence against Women bas not been made available to the Commission on the Status of
Women, as it was last year.

8. Finally, my delegation would like to draw the attention of the Commission o the
SXpert group meeting organized by the United Nations Development Fuad for Women and
the Commission oo Human Rights on the develogment of guidelines for the integration of
geader perspectives into human rights activities and programmes, We are of the opinion
that this meeting-has offered a useful framework to UN human rights-bodies and
" mechanisos for drafting geader-sessitive guidelines with the aim of incorporating the
gendez-dimension into their work and taking greater account of the human rights of
women. Itisﬂncfmhopedtmmrdembodieswmcomidenndmneps
appropriate to their mandates to implement the recommendations cootained in the repost
of this expert group meeting,

Thank you Mr. Chairmap.
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MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT,

FPERMETTEZ-MOI MAINTENANT DE PRENDRE LA PAROLE AU NOM DE
L'UNION EUROFEENNE SUR LES DROITS DE LA FEMME.

LA DECLARATION ET LA PLATE-FORME D'ACIION DE PEKIN SOULIGNENT
LA NECESSUE DINTENSIFIER LES EFFORTS DE COOPERATION ET DE
COORDINATION EN VUE D'ASSURER LEGALITE DES DROITS FONDAMENTA UX
DES FEMMES ET DES FILLES, ET DE FAIRE EN SORTE QUILS SOIENT INTEGRES
DANS L'ENSEMBLE DES ACTIVITES DU SYSTEME DES NATIONS UNIES ET
EVOQUES REGULIEREMENT ET DE MANIERE SYSTEMATIQUE DANS LES
ORGANES ET LES MECANISMES PERTINENTS DXS NATIONS UNIES,
A CEY EGARD LA COMMISSION DES DROITS DE LHOMME A UN ROLE CLEF A
JOUER.

LES INSTRUMENTS INTERNATIONAUX EN MATIERE DES DROITS DE LA
PERSONNE HUMAINE, NOTAMMENT LA CONVENTION SUR LELIMINATION DE
TOUTES LES FORMES DE DISCRIMINATION A LEGARD DES FEMMES,
CONSTITUENT L& CADRE NORMATIF DANS LEQUEL UNE AMELIORATION DU
RESPECT DES DROITS FONDAMENTAUX DE LA FEMME ET DES FILIES PUISSE
ETRE REALITE.

NOUS DEVONS EXAMINER LES OBSTACLES, LES ENTRAVES ET LES
YIOLATIONS DE CES DROITS DONT SONT VICTIMES LES FEMMES T FILLES.

LA CONFERENCE MONDIALE SUR LES DROITS DE LBOMME DE VIENNE
A RECONNU QUE LES DROITS FONDAMENTAUX DES FEMMES ET DES FILLETTES
FONT INALIENABLEMENT, INTEGRALEMENT ET INDISSOCIABLEMENT PARTIE

DES DROITS UNIVERSELS DE LA PERSONNE HUMAINE.
LA DECLARATION ET LA PLATE-FORME D'ACTION ADOPTEES A LA IVEME

CONFERENCE MONDIALE SUR LES FEMMES ONT REITERE CE PRINCIPE.

LES DROITS DE L'HOMME ET LE LIBERTES FONDAMENTALES SON'I:
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INHERENTS A TOUS LES ETRES HUMAINS SANS DISTINCTION AUCUNE, LEUR
'PROTECTION ET LEUR PROMOTION IN

COMBANT EN PREMIER CHEF AUX
GOUVERNEMENTS.

A PEKIN 1A COMMUNAUTE INTERNATIONALE A PROGRESSE

CONSIDERABLEMENT DANS LA VOIE DE LA PROMOTION DES FEMMES ET DYy
RENFORCEMENT DX LEURS DROITS. RILE 4

SANTE EN MATIERE DE SEXUALITE
CONTRAINTE, DISCRIMINATION Oy
FRENDRE LIBREMENT ET DE MANIERE RESPONSAELE DES

CE DOMAINE. LINCLUSION DE Ces DROITS DANS UN

CONTEXTE DES DROITS DE LHOMME A ETE UN RESULTAT MAJEUR.

s Pt 1A TR T B F i 1
D B )

~ ET DE PROCREATION, SANS AUCUNE
... VioLENG, B b
DECISIONS DANS

CE SONT LA QUELQUES-UNS DES PRINCIFES QUI ONT ORIENTE LA
POSITION DE LUNION EURO

PEENNE LORS DES TRAVAUX DE LA IVEME
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DROITS DE XA FEMME. LA DECLARATION ET LA PLATE-FORME D'ACTION g
ADOPTEES LORS DE CETTE CONFERENCE, QUT A DONNE UN NOUVEL ELAN AU :
DIALOGUE ENTRE' TOUS LES MEMBRES DE L4 COMMUNAUTE ﬁ
INTERNATIONALE, ONT TRACE UNE LIGNE DE CONDUITE DEMANDANT AUX i
GOUVERNEMENTS DE PRENDRE DES MESURES LEGISLATIVES ET POLITIQUES, L
AFIN DE METIRE EN OEUVRE LES PRINCIPES REPRIS DANS CES TEXTES. LES ﬁg
CONCLUSIONS DE PXXIN REPRESENTENT AUSSI UNE RECONNAISSANCE ET UN 5

ENCOURAGEMENT DE LA COMMUNAUTE INTERNATIONALE
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RENFORCEMENT DELEUR PARTICIPATION AU PROCESSUS DECISIONNELS p A s

TOUS CES DOMAINES DE MANIERE A GARANTIR LEGALITE, Ik
DEVELOPPEMENT ET LA PAIX DANS LE MONDE.

<

DESORMAIS LIMPORTANT EST QUE CHAQUE ETAT METYE EN OEUVRE
SANS DELAY LES. ENGAGEMENTS PRIS A PEKIN.

o~

POUR SA PART, L'UNION EUROFEENNE, QUI A CONTRIBUE ACTIVEMENT

*AUX: DIFFERENTES PHASES DE LA CONFERENCE ET A LELABORATION DU
+DOCUMENT FINAL, A DEIA REALISE. UN CERTAIN: NOMBRE DINITIATIVES
. DIRECTEMENT LIEES AUX RESULTATS DE PEKIN. AU SEN DE LUNION

I'APPROCHE CONVENUE AU NIVEAU DU CONSEIL VISE ENTRE AUTRES 4
PROMOUVOIR DANS LES ETATS MEMBRES DE L'UNION, UNE IMAGE
DIVERSIFIEE ET REALISTE DE LA FEMME ET DE LEOMME DANS LA SOCIETE:
FAR AILLXURS L'UNION REFLECHIT ACTUELLEMENT A UNE STRATEGIE
INTEGREE POUR DEVILOPPER ET INTRODUIRE DES MESURES ADEQUATES DE
NATURE LEGISLATIVES, REGLEMENTAIRES OU INCITATIVES POUR ABOUTIR a

LEGALITE D'ACCES ET A LA PLEINE PARTICIPATION AUX STRUCTURES DU
POUVOIR ET A LA PRISE DES DECISIONS. )
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'POUR SES PROGRAMMES DE COOPERATION AU DEVELOPPEMENT,
L'UNION AFFIRME LA NECESSITE QUE TOUT PROJET DE DEVELOPPEMENT
FINANCE PAR 1A COMMUNAUTE EUROPEENNE INTEGRE LA DIMENSION
"FEMMES". CETTE APPROCHE, QUI EST APPELEE A SE DEVELOPPER DANS
D'AUTRES DOMAINES DE COOPERATION, STNSCRIT DANS L'OBJECTIF GENERAL

PE RENFORCEMENT DES DROITS DE L'HOMME ET DES LIBERTES
FONDAMENTALES ET DE LA DEMOCRATIE.
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SINOUS NOUS REJOUISSONS DES RESULTATS OBTENUS TANT A VIENNE
EN 1993 QU'A PEKIN EN 1995, FORCE EST DE CONSTATER QUE LA FEMME EST
ENCORE TROP SOUVENT VICTIME DE VIOLATIONS DES DROITS DE LA
FERSONNE HUMAINE, TANT DANS SA VIE PUBLIQUE QUE PRIVEE. TOUS LES
GOUYERNEMENTS AINSI QUE LA COMMUNAUTE INTERNATIONALE SE DOIVENT _
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DE CONTINUER A LUTTER SANS REPIT POUR METTRE FIN A CES VIOLATIONS
ET ABUS ET DEN ELIMINER LES CAUSES.

IL EST IMPERATIF DE CONDAMNER KT ELIVINER TOUTES LES
VIOLATIONS ~DES DROITS DE L'HOMME ET DU DRoIT HUMANITAIRE
INIERNATIONAL, .¥ COMPRIS LORS DES CONFIITS ARMES, COMME PAR
XXEMPLE LE MEURTRE, LES VIOLENCES SEXUELLES SOUS TOUTES LEURS
FORMES, DONT LE VIOL, L'ESCLAVAGE SEXUEL ET La GROSSESSE FORCEE.
Il FAUT AUSSI ELIMINER .D'AUTRES VIOLATIONS : HARCELIMENTY SEXUEL,
EXPLOITATION, TRATTE INTERNATIONALE, PRATIQUES NOCIVES TELLE QUE

memmmsmvmusmu SELECTION PRENATALE DU SEXE,

-FREJUGES SOCIAUX, CULTURELS, ETHNIQUES OU ISSUS DINTOLERANCE

RELIGIEUSE.

LUNION EUROPEENNE SOUTIENDRA AUSSI LA COMMISSION DES nnong
DE LEOMME DANS SON ACTION VISEE A COMBATTRE LA VIOLENCE CONTRE
LES FEMMES DANS TOUTES SES FORMES,
NOUS TENONS A SOULIGNER LIMPORTANCE DU TRAVAILL DU RAPPORTEUR
SPECIAL CHARGE DE LA QUESTION DE LA VIOLENCE CONTRE LES FEMMES, T
FELICITE MME COOMARASWAMY POUR LA QUALITE DE SON TRAVAIL ET DE

LA POURSUITE DE SON MANDAT.

SON EXCELLENT RAPPORT EY LENCOURAGE ET LA SOUTIENT VIVEMENT DAI::S}

IL EST INACCEPTABLE QUE LES ETRES DANS LES CONDITIONS LES PLUS
DEMUNIES, LES FEMMES ET LES ENFANTS, SOIENT LES PRINCIPALES VICTIMES
DES CONFLITS ARMES, CONFUTS ACTUELLEMENT ET MALBEUREUSEMENT
ENCORE S1 NOMBREUX, QUI ENGENDRENT DES GENOCIDES, DES EXODES
MASSIFS DE POPULATIONS, DES FLUX DE REFUGIES CONTRAINTS DE VIVRE
DANS DES CONDITIONS DEPLORABLES. SANS COMPTER QUE LES FEMMES ET
LES ENFANTS SONT EGALEMENT Lx PRINCIPALES VICTIMES DE§ EFFERS
INDISCRIMINES DES MINES ANTI-PERSONNEL,

ILFAUTQUELES GOUVERNEMENTS PRENN ENTLEURS RESPONSABILITES
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ET SENGAGENT CONCRETEMENT EN SATTAQUANT AUX CAUSES DE CES
CRIMES, EYT ROURSUIVENT DEVANT LA JUSTICE LES AUTEURS DE CES
VIOLATIONS. LES DEUX TRIBUNAUX INTERNATIONAUX AD HOC CREES
RECEMMENT POUR REPRIMER LES VIOLATIONS LES PLUS GRAVES DU DROIT
INTERNATIONAL BUMANITAIRE, COMMISES AU RWANDA EI EN EX-
YOUGOSLAVIE SONT SEULEMENT UNE PREMIERE ETAYE MAIS UNE ETAPE
IMPORTANTE DANS LA PRISE DE CONSCIENCE DE LA COMMUNAUTE
INTERNATIONALE ET LA LIGNE DE SA VOLONTE DE POURSUIVRE LES AUTEURS
DE CES GRIMES ODIEUX OU QUTLS SE TROUVENT. LUNION Eunormmz
REITERE ICT LTMPORTANCE QUELLE ATTACHE A LETABLISSEMENT RAPIDE
DUNE COUR CRIMINKLLE INTERNATIONALE QUI POURRA POURSUIVRE ET
SANCTIONNER u:s VIOLATIONS LES PLUS GRAVES A L'ECHEILE MONDIALE.
BIEN QUE LA REPRESSION SOIT NECESSAIRE POUR TENTER DE METTRE UN

TERME A CES SITUATIONS DEPLORABLES, LES MXSURES PREVENTIVES
"RESTENT L'APPROCHE A PRIVILEGIER.

LE RENFORCEMENT DES MOYENS D'ACCES DES FEVIMES AU POUVOIR DE
DECISION ET D'ACTION A ETE DEFINI PAR LES CONFERENCES RECENTES DES
NATIONS UNIES COMME UN ELEMENT CLE POUR LA PROMOTION DTUNE

SOCIETE JUSTE ET EGALE. L'UNION EUROPEENNE REITERE SON ATTACEEMENT
A CE PRINCIPE. - B

<

L'UNION EUROPEENNE TIENT ICI A RAPPELER A NOUVEAU
LIMPORTANCE DETERMINANTE DE LEDUCATION A TOUS LES NIVEAUX,
COMME VECTEUR D'UNE VERITABLE EMANCIPATION POLITIQUE, CIVILE ET

SOCIALE DE LA FEMME DANS TOUS LES DOMAINES DE SA VIE TANT PUBLIQUE
QUE PRIVEE.

LUNION EUROPEENNE ES'HME QUE LES GOUVERNEMENTS ONT

L'OBHGA'I!ON DE FREVOIR DANS LEURS SYSTEMES EDUCATIFS DES
PROGRAMMES VISANT A FAIRE PRENDRE CONSCIENCE AUX ENFANTS DES

LEUR PREMIER AGE DE L'EGALITE FONDAMENTALE DE LA FEMME ET DE
L'HOMME DANS 1A JOUISSANCE DE LEURS DROITS ET PEUVENT S'INSPIRER
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POUR CELA DES ACTIVITES PREVUKS DANS LE CADRE DE LA DECENNIE DES
NATIONS UNIXS POUR LEDUCATION DANS LE DOMAINE DES DROITS DE

_ L'HOMME.

I FAUDRAIT EGALEMENT QUE LES GOUVERNEMENTS FAVORISENT DES
CAMYAGNES DINFORMATION POUR TOUTES LES COUCHES DE LA POPULATION
AFIN DE LES SENSIBILISER SUR LES PRINCIPES ADOPTES DANS LE DOMAINE
DES DROITS DE LHOMME LORS DES GRANDES CONFERENCES MONDIALES
TENUES SOUS L'EGIDE DES NATIONS UNIES. ‘

L'UNION EUROPEENNE ATTACHE UNE IMPORTANCE PARTICULIERE A LA
RATIFICATION ET A LA MISE EN OKUVRE DES INSTRUMENTS JURIDIQUES DES

* NATIONS UNIES DANS LE DOMAINE DES DROITS DEL'HOMME DANS CE CADRE,

LA CONVENTION SUR LELIMINATION DE TOUIES LXS FORMES DE
DISCRIMINATION A L'EGm DES FEMMES REFRESENTE UN INSTRUMENT
FONDAMENTAL POUR LA PROTECTION ET LA PROMOTION DES DROITS DE LA

FEMME

ETATS QUI-ONT PARTICIPE A LA CONFERENCE DF VIENNE EN VUE DUNE
ADHESION UNIVERSELLE A CES CONVENTIONS. NOUS INVITONS INSTAMMENT
TOUS LES ETATS A RATIFIER LA CONVENTION SUR L'ELIMINATION DE TOUTES
LES FORMES DE DISCRIMINATION A LEGARD DES FEMMES SANS DELAT A FIN
D'OBYENIR SA RATIFICATION UNIVERSELLE AVANT L'AN 2000, '

NOUS REITERONS AUSSI NOTRE APPEL ADRESSE A TOUS LES ETATS POUR QUE -
DES RESERVES ALLANT A LENCONTRE DES OBJECTIFS ET DES BUTS DE CES
INSTRUMENTS NE SOIENT PLUS NOTIFIEES ET POUR QUE LES RESERVES DEJA
FORMULELS SOIENT RECONSIDERRES AFIN DE LES RETIRER

L'UNION EUROPEENNE APPORTE EGALEMENT SON APPUI AUX

. INITIATIVES QUI PERMETTRAIENT DE RENFORCER DAYANTAGE LES SYSTEMES

DE FROTECTION FREVUS DANS LA CONVENTION SUR LELIVOINATION DE

TOUTES LES FORMES DE DISCRIMINATION A LECARD DES FEMMES ET QUI

CONSTITUENT UN INSTRUMENT COMPLEMENTAIRE PARTICULIEREMENT

e
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FRECIEUX POUR LA REALISATION DE LA PLEINE EGALITE DES DROITS ENTRE
LBOMME ET LA FEMME.

L'UNION EUROPEENNE SALUE LA DISCUSSION EN COURS SUR UN PROTOCOLE

FACULTATIF A LA CONVENTYION, EN VUL DE RENFORCER LA MISE EN. OEU VRE
DE CELLE-CL

L'UNION EUROPEENNE REITERE LTMPORTAN CE QUXS'ATTACEE A LUTTER

CONTRE LA DISCRIMINATION ENTRE FILLES ET GARCONS, HOMMES ET

. FEMMES, DANS TOUS LES DOMAINES, DEPUIS LEDUCATION ET LA FORMATION,

. JUSQUATEMPLOLET LA PRISE DE DECISION, EN PASSANT PAR LA SANTE ET LE

~ SPORT. EN MATIERE DX SPORT, NOTAMMENT, IL NOUS INCOMBE D'OFFRIR AUX
© FILLES ET AUX FEMMES DX TOUT AGE DES POSSIBILITES DE SPORT, DE

CULTURE PHYSIQUE ET DE LOISIRS EGALES A CELLES QUI SONT OFFERTES
AUX HOMMES ET AUX GARCONS.

-

LUNION EUROPEENNE CONSIDERE QUIL EST INDISPENSABLE
DINTENSIFIER IES EFFORTS POUR INTEGRER DANS LENSEMBLE DES
ACTIVITES DU SYSTEME DES NATIONS UNIES LES DIMENSIONS DE LEGALITE
ET DES DROIDS DE LA FEMME ET DEYTUDIER CES QUESTIONS
SYSTEMATIQUEMENT DANS TOUS LES ORGANES ET MECANISMES A PPROPRIES
DE L'ONU, Y- INCLUS AU SEIN DE LA COMMISSION DES DROITS DE LHOMME,

EN PARTICULIER EN CE QUI CONCERNE LES RAPPORTEURS SPECIAUX TOUT
COMME AU SEIN DU CENTRE DES DROITS DE L'HOMME.

CECI IMPLIQUE EN PARTICULIER UNE COORDINATION ET UNE COOPERATION
PLUS ETROITES ENTRE LA COMMISSION DE LA CONDITION DE LA FEMME, LA

COMMISSION DES DROITS DE LHOMME ET LE HAUT COMMISSAIRE DES DROITS
DE L'HOMME

NOUS PRENONS NOTE AVEC SATISFACTION DE LA COOPERATION EN COURS

ENTRE LA DIVISION POUR LA PROMOTION DE LA FEMME ET LE CENTRE DES
DROITS DE LHOMME.

 L'UNION EUROPEENNE TIENT A SALUER ET A SOULIGNER LE ROLE
DETERMINANT DES ONG AINSI QUE DES MOUVEMENTS ET ASSOCIATIONS
FEMININES QUI PARTOUT DANS LE MONDE SE MULTIPLIENT EN VUE
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D'OEUVRER PACHIQUEMENT, INDIVIDUELLEMENT OU EN ASSOCIATION, A XA
. FROTECTION ET A LA PROMOTION DES DROITS DES FEMMES EN VUE DE POSER

LES BASES D'UNE SOCIETE PLUS JUSTE ET FLUS DEMOCRATIQUE A LAUEE D
a CE NOUVEAU MILLENAIRE.

 FOIS LIMPORTANCE QUE REVET LINTEGRATION DES DROITS DE LA FEMME
_ PANS TOUTES LES ACTIVITES DES NATIONS UNIES VISANT A LA PROMOTION
..* ... - ETLA PROTECTION DES DROITS DE LHOMME DANS CETTE PERSPECTIVE, ELLE

-7 : ESTDAVIS QUE LA COMMISSION DEVRAIT REFLECATR DAVANTAGE A LA

-
N

(. MANIERELA FLUS APFROPRICE DE DISCUTER DE CRTTE QUESTION,
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March 15, 1996

Chiba University, Chiba, Japan
Mr. Jose Ayala Lasso

High Commissioner of Human Rights
United Nations

Dca.r'M_r. 'Lgssp: '
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Enclosed 1s acopy of - my letter I sent to Ms. Radhika Coomaxaswamy, thc Special Rapponeur
- on V:olcnca agamst Women. In this letter, I express my deep regret and dlssausfacmn on her
inaccurate quotation and interpretation of my explanation to her.

Please take some time to ook at the attached copy, and distribute it to the member States at the
coming Human Rights Committee,

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

W 2 Iaf—(:‘”
Ikuhiko HATA
Professor, Chiba University

Japan
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March 15, 1996

Chiba University, Japan
Ms. Radhlka Coomaraswamy

Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women

Dear Ms. Coomaraswamy:

'

I have received your report on your mission to the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the
Republic of Korgg andJapan on the issue of military sexual slavery in wartime (E/CN.4/1996/53
- [Add.1). However, ] haire-fpund with much regret that what I éxplained to you at our meeting held
on July 23, 1995, in.Tokyo, was not precisely reflected at alf in paragraph 40 in the Addendum to
your report. I would like to ask you to duly rectify the following points so that my opinion is more
correctly recorded in your report. '

1. Line 14 to line 17 in paragraph 40, means almost the opposite of what I explained. | explained

that those comfort women were not under contract with the Japanese military but with private brothel
masters, and that the contractual status (i.e., terms of employment, income distribution, condition of
daily lives, etc.) are clear with the inquiry records of the twenty Korean comfort women and masters

who were prisoners of war detained by the U.S, Army. I wish to ask you to check once again my

resume on "comfort women* issue and a copy of inquiry records by the U.S. Army which [ have
handed over to you. A copy of the resume is attached to this letter.

2.  The purpose of my visiting Saishu Island in March, 1992, was to examine whether there was a

fact that some women were abducted with violence, as described in Sei ji Yoshida's book. Asa result
of the research, with the evidence including newspaper articles and testimony, I was firmly
convinced that the description by Yoshida was a mere fiction which is completely groundless. |
remind you that | informed that Yoshida was a "professional liar,” judging from his behavior in other
fields as well,

3. Line 9tolinc 14 is not the result of my rescarch in Saishu Island, but the conclusion which [

reached after studying various materials, records and having interviews with a number of people.
Morcover, although I classified the types of recruitment into type A and type Binil (2) in my
resume, I told you that most cases were of type A, and that no evidence for type B has been

discovered. Accordingly, I pointed out Just the possibility of cases where village chiefs acted as
collaborators.

€7

T A NPT TR} RO, AR TR LN JUR ORI 29 SR Y L NE PPV TR E S PEN IR L IR
i;‘-{‘h;.}';..y@'«i&:%-i%ii‘;éw%ﬁ" T T L P e L AP ke s Bk by e L R A R
6 g R SR Y R

b e R




In addition to this misinterpretation of my e\:;‘slanalion, I'am quite dissatisfied with the fact that
the above mentioned U.S, inquiry records are not quoted in your report. It is also regrettable that
most of the factual information in your report are cited from “The Comfort Women* by George
chks(IQQSJ Hicks' book has such problems as follows:

(A) Hicks, at *Acknowledgement” in his book, confesses that he is not capable of coliecting
and analyzing literature written in Japanese, ‘and that he relied on Ms. Yumi Lee, a Korean
national living in Japan, to collect them (and probably translate them into English).

(B) This seems to have resulted in the extremely primitive and substantive mistakes in dealing
with j important mfonnanon and transiation. For example, in paragraph 24 which descnbcs the
first comf'on statlon. you wnte that anumber of "Korean womcn f roma Korean community in
Japan were sent to Shanghal by the Governor of Nagasaki prefecture cmng the description of
- Mr H:cks' book. The information source of his book is "Marriage between the Japanese and
Korean Comfort women (tentative translation: there is no English issue)" written by Ms. Yuko
Suzuki according to its footnote. Ms. Suzuki's book is written based upon "Records by

General Yasuji Okamura (tentative translation: there i is no English issue). But thereis no
mentioning to "Korean women® in both books.

(C) I cannot detect the source of the information because thcrc are not footnotes in his book.,

(D) The bibliography mentioned in his book does not contain several important Japanese

documents on "comfort women," such as Hata's "Mistery of Showa History" containing my
two articles written in 1992.

I sincerely hope that you have the kindness to pay due regard to my opinion. I am always

available to help you in accomplishing your task on violence against women.

Sincerely yours,

HR Mt Vi

ikuhiko HATA
Professor, Chiba University
Japan

P.S. I have sent a copy of this letter to Mr. Ayala Lasso, High Commissioner of Human Rights, and

~ asked him to distribute it to the member States at the commg Human Rights Committee. e
¥
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On “"Comfort Women” (lafli)
. 95/1/23° HATA

1937  Sino-J war

1941-45 War with US, GB.

1965 J=K treaty . - )

1978 Senda' s bookss ‘3. vols. (500,000 copies) .
1983 "Yoshida Seiji' s bookf(trans. to Korean 1989)

1991/12 8 ex—~lanfu suit
.,"1.992/3 Hata to S. Korea for reseafrch
(-r 1882/7 J gov-t' 'Ir.e‘port and K -govt ‘ré‘po‘rt
' 19_95._/_8 Ianf‘u:_NG_O fund start

I Peacetime _
(1) Licensed prostitution(1958 abolished) —Brothels area-was under police
control--registration, health check--crime investigation
wowan — {parent) —broker—brothel owner
170.000 women (1) +12,000 wosea(®) in 1941

. .(2)Unlicensed prostitution —about same number

V' I Wartime (1937—-45)
(I)Hili.tary- units received thier hque town brothel owners and women and
.opéned comfort house it; 1937 in China.
~ {2 in Korea--recruit system
Type A
. woman{K) — (parent=K) —broker (X} ~brothel owner(house master, J or
K) —ailitary unit(J)
Type B
woman(K) ~parent () -villa‘ge chief and police(K) —viceroy of

Korea(J) ~brothel owner -—*nili‘tary unit(J)
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(DTotal figure 60,000 ~0, 000 (70%-Korean, 301-Japane.se)
Survived the war—wore than 90
-(A.‘;)Contract.uul Status (see attached US Army Ret)
' parent:(mén) —broker (master) | _
advance mnley(debt) ¥300 —%1,000 -7
Incowe distribution 40— 60%
. incone of woman 31,000 —%2,000(wonth) .
~ soldler's salary ¥15*—.¥25.(uonth)
(5) Compulsory or not? ‘

(a)Yoshida’s book—woman hunting — (only source) (professional lyer)

(b)J govt invest(1992/7) —no hunting out of 127. documen ts’

(c)Xorean brokers are best eye —witness

. WWE Period-other nations
US, UK —Use of private brothels in the pacific, use of RAA in Japan.
Succeeded German bro_thels at Sicily island,

Germany —500 military brothels, similar to J;'apanese system

ref. Franz Seidler, Prostitution Homosexualjtat selbstverstiiunelu:lg_

Probleme der deutschen Sanitatfihrun ung 1935- 45(Neckarge-und 1970
USSR —~raping m Hanchuria and Berlin .

N Post WWI

Us —coafort women supplied by S, Korean govt.

Korea-— Korean lanfu at the Korean Har. Use of brothels at Vietnam War and

5,000—10,000 Vietnam—born children

Thai, P.I.— gangsters involved

+
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. : U?{m STATES OFFICE OF T\R LTFOICATION -
/ . Psycholopical ¥:

2rlore Toan
attached to .5, Amy Forcos Indle-Jurmia Thoater,
PO G839

Japanoao, Prisonor

. Flaco inturroznteq,
of War Interfopation :

. Lido Stockado
Deto dntorrogated,

AW 20 ~ Sopt.1C, 1944
Report No. 49, Dotu of Ruport; Qotoder 1, 1o44
C . B T/38 Alox Yorichi
Prisoneras; 20 Koroan Comfort Girls .
Dato of Gopture, dupmst 10, 1944
" Date of Arrivel August 15, 1944
ot Stookedog

PREFACE,

ket & e o 18 oy

i This report is bascd on the infotmation obtainod fraa the
interrozation of twunty Kerusn "eaafort £irle" and two JoLanose

oivilians oaptured around the tenth of ausust, 1944 In the moppinz up
operations efter the fall of Lyitkyino in Burma.

The report shéws how the Jopanese rocruited thess Korvan

"omfort girls*, the conditions undor which thoy lived and worked,
thoir rolatione with and roaction to

the Japeness soldior, and theyr
undorstanding of tho militery ajtuaty

on.,

A "cemfort - IR §s nothing more’than o prostitute or
“professional canp followor"

attachod to the Japansso Amy for the.
bonofit of the soldiers. The word "coufort -irl" is poculiar to the"
Jepanoss. OQther reportc show the "

oomfort girls" have Ycon found
vherover it was notescary for the Jopeneso Lrry to fizht, 7Thig
roeport howovur doale only vith the Koroan Ycoufort girls" reoruited
by the Japanuso and attagied to thoir Amy in Surna. Tho Japnnvss
are reported to have shippod aocmo 703 of theso sirle to Dun:a in 194z,
RECRUITING,

"7 Larly in May of 1942 Jepaneso arunta o
the purpsas of onliating Koroan Girle for
oonquored Japanssu torrit
"servioo” wra not spocifiod but it wee assumed to

with visiting tho woundod in hospitale
genorelly maliing the soldiors ha

rrivod in Koroa for
Yoomfort eorvico"

in nowly
ories in Southenst Mein.

The nature or thie

Lo work conhaoctod
+» Tolllng bendages, and

PRy The induocaent ucod by thoae
sgonts was plenty of monoy, an cp-portunity to pey off %he Cranidy
dobts, cecoy work, cnd the Prompoct of r wvew 1iSc in a now land -
Sinzapore.

On tho basis of thosu falsze rorroso

2fations rmany nirle .
onlistod for ovorcese duty and were rewarded with an zdvanco of 4 |
fow hundred yon.

The najerity of the cirls were krnorant and uneducsted,
rithou,’h a rfow had taoun connoetod with “oldest profescion on cogrth"
tofore. Tho contract t:

WY 8irn0d bound thua o Army rermlations aad
te wor!s for the "housu justor" fras six roaths to a

for & period of
yonr dopondine ea the s wick thoy wore adm:‘.co.qgm'
SR ,.,../M--‘»\ . LN

lly dobt for w
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. Approximatsly 800 of thosg S4rls wure recruited in thiw
¢ monner cnd they landed with thoir Japanose *"houss maatop® at Ranzoon
around Ausuet 20th, 1942, The: camo in &roups of fron olrht o :

tronty-two, ' From herv Shey wore distridutod to warious perta of
Burma,, usually to fair eiced towns hear Japanoae Amy oanps, :
Evontually four of thess units roached the Wyitkyinn violuity, Thov
Yoros Kyoed, Kinaui, Bakushinro, ond Mogys. The Kyooi houso wro
vallod the "Maruyana, Clud", but was changod whon the (irls roschod
Vyitkyina as @Qol, Maruyoma ,

conmander of tho parrison st Yydttyina, !
objoctod to the similarity to his noe .

F ek BrhinvA AT S N ot d i e R RN

EgORE:

. FERSOULINY,

The interrogations ahow tho avorage Koroan “oaufort pirl*

to be obout twenty five yoors.old, unoducatod, childish, whiasionl,
_ end Zolfish. Bhe is not protty eithor by Japancso or Ceuonsian
. .4tandarda. Bhe is inolined to be ogotietical cnd likes to talk
(' ';ﬁw't,'hef_si,olf." Hor attitude in front of strongora 14 quiet end
. donure, but she “im

ovn the wiles of a woman." Ehe olaims to
. diadike her "profossica®

: 7 and would rathor not talk sither odout it
. ~ 7 7or her femfly, Beocauss 0

£ tho kind treatment she recvived as .
F. ., Prisoner fram Amorican ao

ldiers at Myitkyina end Ledo, ahe foele
* + Tl that fhey are moro pmg’cig_qa.l_ than Japandeo socldiers, ghe s
afreid of Qhinese and Indfan troopa,” v ¢ -

LIVING AND WORKING CONDIT IONat

b sk 5w R e S S 8 i

L O P

In Myitkyine the pirls wore usually quartored in o largo

! trwo story houso (usually a achool tuilding) with « separste room
for each zirl. fThere oach Eird lived, slept, and transectod

, business. In Myitkyina their food was prepared by and purchasad

.« 1 Trom the “house master" s thoy rocaived no rogulsar ratica fram

_ the Japanese Army, They 1ived in noar-luxury in Bumme in .

( comparison £o other placos, fThis wus oapoolally truv of thoir.

o *ooond year in Buma. Thoy 1ived well bocause their food and

", " material was not hoavily rationed and they had plenty of manoy

{ with which to purchace

desirod articles, Thoy wore able to

buay oloth, shoos, oigerottos, and ccsmotios to nwpplevont tho
many piftd‘'given to thea by

soldlers who had 'ngoe).wd Yool art
* baga" from home, ’

-

-
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. . Xhils 1n Burme they. smused theneclvyos
# .. in sporte events with both

- plonion) ‘cntertainme
7 graph) snd’ in "the

SRR

by partieipating
offiocers.and meny and attondaed )
nta, ond soo0ial dimaors. They hod o phomo-

"towna thoy-were allowed to e shopping.,

PN

» . PRIOK. SYBTEY,
ZRIOK BBTREU

Tho .&nditiomu unde

. r Vhioh'.t.huy transactod buu.tn'gau
, : - ; ¥ero ropgulated by the Arxy, aad in oouzested areas resulations
' . . wore striotly emfloroded,

kK

The Army found it Reogssary 13 convestod
e r egareas to install & aystoa of priges, prioritive, and sohednlos
T Y G Yo rtor antt s~

operabing. 4n ¢ w:ﬁioulm_naim.;g_imrg_@u: e
to intorrogations the avorago system wre as follows, )
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A
8oldiory 10 AN to & px 1e860 yeu 20 to 30 niantos
Zo' 00x SR to 9y . ¥R 20 %0 40 ninutos
3 3. Olfioorn B M te 12 py 6400 yeu 30 to 49 ninutoo
LI ' .4 ' *
\ " Theay 'lmrc.unrcga priocos in Oontral Burma, Offioers woro ollowod
) £o stay ovornight for oty yeo, In Witkyina goy, Marwrenz
! ;laghed the prioasite lmost oba-balf of 4he Lyerage prioc,
: - CERDULES R e
) MR 5
ot fho soldiers’ aften oap laingd
! houses,

tbout songestion in the
+ O many 000asitns they were Rot sorvod end had to leavp
¢ the army was vYory strict sbout overataying leave, In ordor %o
. *OYeT0ome thia Probles the dmy set o ;
~wmite. Usunlly two nen fram the unit for the day were stationod
ot the houss to identdity soldiers, 4 Yoving MP was also on hend
to koep order, Following {5 tho o

4
chedulo usod Ly tho¥Ryoosi*housse

Division while et Haymyo, !

gs, Btarr

- epema

. . unday  w—— .. 18tN D1y, Ra
— Mondeay reecmmeoe Cavulry
(_, . ) Tuesday - Enginoers

Wodnesday - .. Day off ond wuokly phya lcal o= an .,
Thursday «oe—ee.. Modios - '

- Priday e .. Kountain artillery
. . Baturdey weme Transport

Y Officers were allowod

to come soven nights & weok, The 5irle ;
dcuplaindd that evon with the sohedule congeation wap
they oould not care for

0 80 gront thit
A1l guesta, thus osoausing 411 lfeolins atong
hy of tho soldiers, . . :

vuare with the pricv on
tho othor sido, Each
n ostablishod aftcr which he
@ Wore allewod the prerdpativo
often donc if the peraon wore

hane of tho house on
. eoldiaris ldentity or rank wag the

“took his turn in line*, tThe girl

( of rufusins o customer, This was
tOO dmﬂkt *

(  BAY am Livmvg COWDIT IGHS

Tho *house rastert rocefvy

‘tho, sirlet Eross carninge depemding

d fiftv to 8ixty per cont of
Girl hed inourred ¥hon

on how such of & dot oach

she sipod her contract. Thic moant that
in an &verage manth & ird worlg iroes about fiftoon huadrod Yen,

" #he turned Ovor seven huadred gnd meator®. Yany ;
"masters® made 1ife Sy ohergine them
high prices for food a2d othor articles, . '

In tho lattoer
osrtain pirle who had pa

part of 1943 the Army issucd ordurs that
tho irls wore thus all

id thoir dobt could rotum

NGV, Sow of
ovod to,roturr to Foroa.

. . The interrogations further G110 that
o e 2irdle waa geod.  Thuy wers woll s

tho hezlth of thoso -
seitracuptives, end often col

upplied with 11 types of
diors would brin: thoir oV whigh
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had buen suppliod by the army ,
altortboth thomselvos and custom
re mler Jepaneso Army doctor visited the housos onoe & wo il gna
any irl found disomsed was givon: troatmont, secludod, and evon-
tuelly sunt to n hospital. This aome precedure wao carried on

within the rands of the Army itsolf, but it is intvrosting to

notd that a soldior did not loso pay during the period ho was
confined, h '

REICTIONS TO JAPANESE SOLDIERS

In their relatlotis with tho Japanose officors and ton
only two names of any confequency cumu out of interrosations.
Thoy wuro those of Col. Maruyema, conmondor of the garrison at
Eyitiordna, and Maj.Gon. Mizukeni, who brought in reinforceaonbs.
Thu two wero exaot opposites. The former was hard, eelfish and
repulsive with no conalderation for his menjy tho lattor a tood,
lind mon and a fine aoldier, with tho utmont conalderation for !
thoso who. worked under him,  Tho Colonul wns & constont hanitue !
of tho housas whils tho .General was nover knomn to havo visited
then.  With tho fall of Xyitkyina, Col. \iaruyama auppossdly

desorted while Gon, Wizulamit oamittod suicido bacauso he could
not svacuates the men . '

SOLDIERS! REAGTIONS:

The avurage Jepaneso soldior is embarressed )
seen In a “oomfort house" scoording to one of tho sirls who seid,
“whon the placo ie packed ho 1 apt to bo ashemed if he has to
woit in line for his turn®. Howevor there wore nume rous

instancus of proposals of marriagt and in cortajn cases nmarriazes
actually took place.

odout boing

411 the rirle agrewd that the worst officers end men
Wio ceme to see tham wore those who wero drunk end leavin; &r the
front the'following doy, 3ut all likewioo agread that even though
vory dnunk the Japanesc soldier novor discussed military untters
or secrots with them. Though the zirls might atart tho oconvorsa-
tion about somo militery matter the officer or enlisted man would
not talk, but would in fact Mscold'us for disoussing such un-lady

lile subjeots. Ewen Col. Karuyama whon drunk would never discusa
truch rattors,”

The soldiers would ofter expross how much thuy enjoyad
roceivin; mapazines, lotters and nowspapors fran homie.,
montionsd the reseipt of "comfort baza" filled with cammod oovds,
wepazines, soap, handkerchiefs, toothbrush, ministure doll,
lipsticlk, and woodon ¢logze. Tho lipaticlk and cloys wore
dosinitely feminine and tho tirle couldn't underectand why tho
people at howe wara sandinyg such articles., They spoculated thet

tio sonder could onlv have had themsolvos or tho "uative »irls"
i rvind.

Tnes also

FEASTIC: 50 T MILITARY. SITW.T Ion,

‘ It uppoars tiont the ‘auew vary little a'jaut the tdlike
situstion around Vyltlying oven upr to end including,

the time of

They wore woll trained in lookine
ors in tho metter of Wy, Bine, 4

"
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thelr ratroat end capturs. Thero ig howevor ‘same inforiation

wtorth noting, '
‘

“In the initia) attacl: o Kritlorine and the air strig
eweut two hundivd Japar. )

50 died in battle, lonving et two
Euidired to dofond tho town., Ammunition was vory low.

“Cols Karuyame dispersed hio ruwn, Duriny tho followin-,
dwrs Lho onuny wore shooting haphazardly uvsrriere, 1+ WaE A Vingts
sine. thoy didnit stem Lo aim at any particular thing. fthe
Jepanesu coldiers on thy othar

kand had orders tu fire one shot
ot 2 tine and only when thoy were sure of a hit.”

Jafore the ¢nor:w”ntt'\ckad on the wast elir strip,
soldiors atationud

arouwnd Myitrylina wore dispatched olsuvihore
to st tho Allied attack in the Horth and Wost. Adout four
mevdrod men wero lont Sohind, larzely tram the 11dth Ro_ inent,
Evidently cul, karuyama did not oxpout the town to ho atiaclud.
Lator diuj. Gon, Nizulonmg of the 56th Division brousht in
ruinlorconents of nory th

: an two rugiments but thuse wore wnable
“to hold the town, e :

It wag the conconaus
baging

among the 4irls that Adlicd
58 Wore intonsv and fy3

] _ ghtoning and bocause of them thoy
spont most of their dgst days in foxholus, Ono or two evon

cerrivd oo work thero.. The comfort houses wore bowbod and
several of the girls wore woundod and killed,

RETREAT AYD CAPIVRE,

_ The story of the rotroat and rinal capturc of the
"eomfort girls" {5 somewhat vapuo and caonfused in their own
uinds ., From varioug ruports it eppoars that the following
BOCUrTods ‘on tho might of July 31st & party of aixty threo
peoplo dneluding the "ecemfort ;Arls® of threc houces (Ralu-

shinro wes norpad with Kinsul), familica, aend hulpore, started
ocroas tho Irrawaddy Ri

ver in small boata., Thuy eventually
landod saiewhiers noer felnomawr, Thoy stayed theru until
aufust 4th, but nover optored Wai

nmn¥, Froam there they
followed in thepath of o group of soldiers until Au-uet 7tk

wien thoro weo o skimish with tho cnomy and tho pertr split
Ui« The rirle wore ordored to follow tho soldiorc nftur
threv hour inturwnl, Thuy did thia onls ton fL1d tliunnelvea an
e hanl of a rivor with no sim of tho coldiors aor 0w A g
of crossin;. Thoy ronsined in o noerhy bousy antil Avrunt 10t
vhot: Lhoy wore coplured by Kuzdidin soldiors loed By oan En ligh
o Wilewur, They were tadup to sritlneina and theay e 4hw Ldo
etochkado vivre the interro,wtione Wil Vors $ie tiais

of thig
roeport tool: yrlacr.,

HHORATATIL,
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remembercd the leaflet ebout Gol. Leruzana (oppareztly tt wea
MWyitiyina Trocp 4ppeal), but she did not believo 1t.  Othors hecrd
the soldiors discussaing lgcfleta Jrom timo to time dut no tonsible
Ferks resulted from ‘thoir seveadropping,  Howover it (s dnferoet.

ing to notu that oae officer qpreescd the view that Yrpan oan't win
this '@1‘. L. ’ Vo s

s . .
N
* LTS B 4% LYI LV %) tf. o "‘ ..
© . JNome of the el el .._3@3 ird '$ho Loydapockor
 used at mtb'{,m‘.‘b#',ﬁ:y‘ .-61:qérl_§on.r% “¥o b’r}}':feut'iau'e.
"radio broadoasy®, ., Lot L ’...,‘: . b

Thy aaked Bt Jenfloti  telling of tho ospture of the

‘Ug:.rort&h-}.l' shoyld ngt be used “for it would endanzor the lives
‘of other girls if the Atmy knew of their capture. Yhey did thin:

1% would be & good idan"j;o_uti).po,"ihza foot of thelr aspbure ia eny
droppings plonned for Xovea, ' s
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- W

Followin:, are thu nies of the tweaty Korwwn "eawlery

f'irln“ end the two Japrnese eivilirhe dnborrognbid to outaln the

ini‘ommtlon wsod in this rueport.
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Jepancac Civilianey

1.
2.

. '|I

P HH
piphin

2y
20

26
21
27
25
19
25
2}
22
28
27
21

21

3
20
20
21
20
21

o8

41

Thu Korusl nheks ~re

(Lluho"\mdo, Shinshu
Saaeenpo, Tunnd
" Shinshu
Keiehoholndo, T-ikm
Keishonsndo, Shiteiu
!Zcinbahkudo, Teilnra

Koishonrndo, ii-s-n
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To the Honorable Speaker of the Diet, and the Honorable Members of the

House of Councillors

As last ycar was the fifticth anniversaty of the cnding of the Second World War, all the

people who had desperately sought everlasting world peace had no desire to leave any

problem from that war unresolved at the end of 1995, However, it is decply regrettable

that their wait wag in vain.

During the war and your occupation of foreign lands, the Japanese government
cstablished the Comfort Station and through coercion and reachery impressed nearly
200 thousand Asian women to cngage in prostitution. Among these were
approximately 2,000 Taiwanese women. Forced to suffer the humiliation of having to
sell their bodies, these women lost their freedom, dignity, and some even had to
sacrifice their treasured livés. Those fortunate enough to survive had-to suffer--

- destitutc and fricndless--the hardships of life and frailty of health in old age. Without -
- . asking, the minions of the “Bureau of Comfort” discriminated against women, violated

their human rights with their-war crimes, and broke several articles of international law:

+ thus becoming a legal responsibility your government can never escape,

After the long-term efforts of agencies established both int Japan and throughout Asia to
aid and support the “comfort women,” the United Nations Commission on Human
Rights dispatched Special Rapporteur investigator Radhika Coomaraswamy to the area,
In the special report issued in February of this ycar, the report firmly censured the use of
comfort women, and stated that this practice was a gross violation of international law.
In its report issued on 29 February 1996, the International Labor Organization (ILO),
one of the United Nations® non-govemmental organizations (NGOs), stated that the
comfort women conscripted during the Second World War be considered sex-slaves of
the Japanese Imperial Army. The report further stated that the Comfort Station
established by your government violated the twenty-ninth article of the ILO charter
prohibiting forced labor, and in accordance with this treaty, those who served as
comfort women are entitled to compensation from the Japanese government. Entrusted
by the peaple of the entire nation as members of the Legislative Yuan of the Republic of
China, we are delighted to see these reports and firmly support them. We are thus :
unable to go against our conscience by agreeing with your government’s insistence that -
the Japanese war debt has already been settled by peace treaty, and that this question has
been clearly decided as per bilateral treaty. We also oppose your government's attempt
to shirk its responsibilities by the establishment of your “National Found.”

It is hoped that Your Excellency will confront this most serious problem squarely, We
urge the Japancse government 1o face historical facts, accept the findings of the UN
re'Port, shoulder jts leanl re.sPons;B;Hﬁes, and wnite lesislaﬁon to fulfill its duties for
compensation and apology. Only in thie way will Japan win the praise of the
intemational community and make a contribution to etemnal world peace.

The Members of the Legisiative Yuan of the Republic of China
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