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Hashimoto {7}

to push firms

on Asia fund

Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto pledged Tuesday
to urge four major business
organizations to help revamp
a cash-strapped private fund
to compensale Asian ‘“‘com-
fort women'’ forced into sexu-
al slavery for the Japanese
military before and during
World War 11 :

Hashiinoto made the pledge'

in response to the request of
the leading promoter of the
private fund,-officials said.

Bunbei Hara, a former
president of the House of
Councilors, told Hashimoto
that the fund hopes to start
distributing money “ia July
when the fund celebrates its
first anniversary or in August
at latest.”

Hashimoto pledged his “‘ut-
most efforts’ to persuade the
four business organizations to
contribute to the fund, the of-

CONTINGER DN PASE 3

Hashimoto to push ﬂrlﬁsqfr“]jf

CONTINIER FROM PARE 1
ficials said. .. -

The four gréups are the Ja-
pan Federation of Economic
Organizations, the Japan
Federation of Employers’ As-
sociations, the Japan Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus.
try, and the Japan Associa-
tion of Corporate Executives.

The Asian Women's Fund is
intended to pay a lump sum of
¥3 million to each of the
roughly 300 surviving former
sex slaves in South Korea, the
Philippines and Taiwan.

But due to a sluggish re-

‘sponse from the Japanese

public, fundraisers have col-
lected only Y330 million of the
¥1 billion needed for the
scheme, not counting the ex-
pected payments to former
séx slaves in other Asian
countries such as Indonesia

and China,

The fund was set up last Ju-

ly under the Cabinet of then
Prime Minister Tomiichi
Murayama as a main pillar of
projects marking the s0th ais-
niversary of the end of World
War 11,

Historians estimate that be-
tween 30,000 and 200,000 wom.-
en, mostly from the Koréan
Peninsula but aiso from the
Philippines, Indonesia and
China, were forced into sexu-
al slavery in frontline broth-
els for the Imperial Japanese

Forces.

Emerging from the meet-
ing, Hara told reporters that
the resignation of fundraiser
Mautsuko Miki will not affect
the payments from the fund.

Miki, widow of former
Prime Minister Takeo Miki,
submitted her letter of resig-
xﬁon to the fund last Thurs-

Y. )

In the meeting with Hashi-
moto the same day, Miki told
the prime minister she felt
bashful because her action
might not help alleviate the
agony of the victims and
urged the government to di-
rectly pay compensation to
the women, informed sources
said.

Hashimoto, however, reit-
erated the long-held govern-
ment line that the compensa-
tion issue has already been
resolved.

The private fund is under
fire from within and outside
of Japan for being used to let
Tokyo get around paying gov-
. Hat:i-:n wti‘l)l report Miki's res-
igna a meeting of the
fund’s board of directors
Thursday. An official at the
fund’s secretariat said he
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PAYMENT PLAN UNDER STUDY /3% Jogauiimes

Fund teams want to meet sex slaves

The government-initiated
Asjan Women’s Fund will dis-
patch delegates later this
month to three Asian destina-
. tions to present a plan to pay
at least ¥2 million to each of

Japan’s wartime sex slaves, a

source close to the fund said
Thursday.

According to the source, the
teams will visit South Korea,
the Philippines and Taiwan
around May 15 to meet the
women, who were forced to

" serve as sex slaves before and
during World War II for Im-
perial Japanese forces. The
teams hope to meet the wom.
en’s supporters and govern-
ment officials, :

Fund officials want to reach
an agreement regarding the
amount of money hefore July
and make payments around
July 15, the sources added.

Many of the victims and
their supparters have refused
to participate and continue to
demand direct compensation
and an apology from the Jap-
anese government.

A fund official had earlier
said the total amount of the
compensation would be decid-
ed after taking into account
the ¥2 million the govern-

ment has paid to Taiwanese
conseripts injured or killed
while serving in the Imperial
Japanese Army.

The figure also compares
with the $20,000 paid by the
U.S. and Canadian govern-
ments to each Japanese im-
migrant put into internment
camps during World War II.

He said fund officials want
to pay an amount that would
be internationally acceptable,
adding there will be room for
negotiations.

They want to start pay-
ments to women living in
South Korea, the Philippines
and Taiwan because these are
the only locations where both
civie groups and govern-
ments have conducted inves-
tigations and drawn up lists of
victims,

The officials do not plan to
conduct their own investiga-
tions to designate recipients
and instead intend to rely on
the lists compiled by those
governments,

The fund was set up last Ju-
ly under the Cabinet of then
Prime Minister Tomiichi
Murayama as one of the main
projects marking the 50th an-
niversary of the"d of World

War II. Sc far, only ¥326 mil-
lien has been raised, about
half of what will be needed in
the three areas.

In Taiwan, more than 80
percent of the legislators
from both the ruling and op-
position parties have jointly
urged Prime Minister Ryuta-
ro Hashimoto to “‘face histori-
cal facts,” and “draw up leg-
islation to fuifil] (Japan’'s) du-
ties for compensation and
apology.”

The appeal is expected to be
adopted by Taiwan's legisla-
ture in the near future,

In a similar move, seven
mayors from the three loca-
tions have sent letters to Ha-
shimoto urging Tokyo to apol-
ogize and pay official eom-
pensation to the individual

former sex slaves, known eu-.

phemistically in Japan as
“comfort women."

1 strongly request that the
Japanese government issue
an apology and offer direct
compensation to each victim
of sexual slavery by the Japa-
nese military forces as soon
as possible,”’ said Taipei
Mayor Chen Shui-bian,

He said such actions would

be in accord with the report
and recommendations sub-
mitted to the United Nations’
Human Rights Commission in
February,

Other mayors who joined
the action included Seoul
Mayor Cho Soon and Manila
Mayor Ignacio Bunye.

Historians estimate that
more than 200,000 women
from the Korean Peninsula,
the Philippires, the Duteh
East Indies {the current Indo-
nesia) and China were forced
into sexual slavery for the
Japanese forces.

No apology coming

Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto told a group of ce-
lebrities Thursday that he
would pot apologize to Ja-
pan's wartime sex slaves.

He made the remark when™
the group’s representatives,
including Mutsuko Miki, wid-
ow of the late Prime Minister
Takeo Miki, and Yoshikazg
Sakamoto and Mikio Sumiya,
both professors emeritus at
University of Tokyo, submit-
ted an appeal urging the gov-
ernment to adhere {o a report
by a ™ N.-appointed human
right  zpert calling for offi-

cial compensatior for the
women.

During the meeting, Hashi-
moto said the issue of official
comnpensation te the former
sex slaves should have been
resolved 10 or 20 years after

the end of World War II, ac- |

cording to Sumiya.
At 2 news conference, Su-

miya said Hashimoto added ;
that now more-than 50 years !

after the end of the war, Ja-
pan shouid take responsibility
for the futwre. *Tt is not the

time to apologize,” Sumiyva

said quoting Hashimoto.

Sazkamote said Hashimoto |

alsc told the representatives
of the group that he believes
this issue will not be resolved
by apologizing or paying mon-
ey. Thus, he is telling South
Korean Président Kim Young
Sam and other Asian counter-
parts “1 would not apologize
(to the former sex slaves),”
the professor added.

Miki, who has been appoint-
ed to call for popular contri-
butions fo the controversial
Asian Women’s Fund, saig:
“I rever expected the young
prime minister to say such a
ming-”
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_giomist, intematicnal aclivists, grassrocis peace workers cf

b'men of Japan' Again 'Ap'peal 'to'the Peace-Loving People of the World
o is a Treasure.The 21st Century is just around the -
er. Let Us Set the World I'ree of Foreign Military

%5, Military Alliances and Nuclear Weapons and

A

7d on to Our Children a.Peaceful Green Earth!

Dear friends who love peace and freedom, u T H
We are len Japanese women. all cherishing peace ard jusice . -
and each working in different fields, as writer, scenarist, reli-

officers of womer's groups. Shocked by the rape case of
ar Okirawa giri that occurred last Septernber, we were caughi by
a strong feeling of the need to react roimly againstit. anc pu b-
lished in the Jaruary 26 issve of 1he New York Times an
apinvon advertisement entitled “The Japancse Women Appeat 0
the Peace-Leving People of the World",  Since then. we
have Teceived many messages and letlers in resparse Lo Qur
appeal. Wishing lo express out deep gratiude to these who have
responded to our cail, we have desided to publish 1tis secord
opinion advert:sement. .

As manifesied in the Fourta Waorle Conference on Woren,
the people of the world share a comimion desire: ic make the2!st
cenlury an ¢ta of peace, Peace can never be brought about vy
a dispute of one force againsi anoiner. We finrly believe
that the way 10 ensure peace and security fer humankind is to
build a world in which there are no foreign bases, ne military
allances ard no nuciear weapons.  We wish (¢ dedicaie cur
efforts 1o abolishing nuclear weapors so that we wil. be adleto.
pass n peaceful green planet on loqur chizdren.

* Afler the pub.icaticn of our first cpnion adverisersnt, the

|,

A %)

AUS bombar fyng cver 4 gerse’y DopUatec 39a surpundng Fuisina Base = Oxnava b-g'aciure

B.Childran of Ihe pecg of Grna Vilage. Cheaws Preteriore, perhopaig i 2 oo calv 37306 TEGE pECt zg”.

ruling was made in Okinawa far the threz US scidiers con- Righis as we.] 35 the [0 cpinion thal Japan vioiaied the HEY _—
vicied for the rape of the Okinawa gir. Asiwo of them have cenveniion, thcy siubbormly refuse to apologizs 10 the ViThims ol ;'4} }(.27 n i\}
appealed 1o a higher cour, Ihe Tawsuit is still in dispate. Andor military sex slavery and to grovide Ihem with ingvicud. come Kavoho oo
March 25, 1996 the court tryng the sase of Govemor Ctaef pessaticn.  Theyare auempiing to aveid staie scmpensaticn : ' z
Oxinawa Prefeciure, whe rcfused e ¢ of he paper by propesing the setwng up of 3 fund finarcer v 5egpie’s
auhorizing the forced use of lands for Lo miliaty bases. coniibuions caded the © People s Asian ¥ Fund for
gavea decision ordesing the govemcr (o sign. Herejecied he Women" . Lngesyirg his s the reactionary 1auie of bz

' T vl e ammms AT T lanensse goverTTeAl wieh refuses i adrmil the oot tnw

A2




e e . = b e e 3 e ik " S P

e

.

e R A i gt L B \
* ‘mﬁm@;‘;ﬁm&'égﬁgﬁmfﬁﬂwm PRI

p)

A

authorizing the forced use of [ANOS 10F Wha somis tess
gave a docision ordening the gavemor 10 sign. He rejected the
order and appealed lo the Supreme Court. The people of
Okinawa are now fighting 10 &1 their 4 demands mel, namely,
the "climination of crimcs commitied by 1he US mititary per-
sonnel, Tull compensatian for the victims, revision of the
agrocment on the satus of U farces in Japan, and reductien of
USbases”.

The results of a nation-wide opinion poll (plablished by
Tokye Shimbun newspaper on March 24, 1996) show that
$1% of the people surveyed said that the Japan-US Security
Treaty should be " gradually abmgalcd".'nn_d that 70%-arc in

. favor of reducing the strength of US troops statiencd i Japan.

i

46% think that Japsn “should demand the complete return of US

" pases 1o Japan” and 55% are against the forced use by the

Japanese government of Okinawa kands for the Us miliary. In
additian, onc third of local councils have passed resclutiony

_brging a "review of the Staws of Forces agrecment” , and

support for'the ref usal by Govemnor Otato sign for the forced
military use of Ckinawan lands is growing day by day.

. ‘Rape, whalever its nature, is 3 violence against women
and a violation of their human rights and must never be per-

* mitied, However, what we want 10 focus here again is the

probiem of rape relaied to mililary bases.  An American
newspaper " The Dayton Daily News™ has reported that
according to the US Naval and Marine ease record since
1988, court-martials in the US bases in Japan (wilh 48,000
US military stationed there) have wied 169 cases of sexud)

violence, the highest sexual crime occurmence rale in the -

‘world, the second being 102 cases in San Dicgo Base in

" Califoria (with a strength of 93.792) and the thir¢ 90 cases in

Norfclk Base in Virginia:(with 2 strength of 113.004).

Under the Status of Forces agreement based on the Japan-US
Security, Treaty, oven if US soldicrs are ideniified as crimi-
nals of rape cases Jike in the recent case in Okinawa, it is not

possible to keep them in cusiody before they #re aclually

prosecuted. In the past, there were some cases, in which the Us
mililary authorities refused the wrrest and sutrender of e
offenders, which allowed the criminals 1o fee 1o the US. Jn
addition, a5 the Japancse aviation Jaw is not applied to the US
bases, ulira low and low altitudc Flying training, prohibiled in the
US, is conducted in differem paris of our country. Besides using
tclcgraph, telephone and radio unrestrictedly, the US bascs
enjoy tax excmption. The US military vehicles can also use 101l
roads without paying any charge and are exonerated from the
sutomebile inspecticn which is compulsory for Japanese cars.
They are permilied not to carry license phates, and whex they
cause scoidents while on duty, all the damages are paid for by
Japan. ‘The problem is thal such prerogatives unsecn in other
countries have been accorded 10 the US bases in Japan, Sucha
situation is created by the Security Treaty conciuded beiween the
Japanese and US governments, and* the Status of Forces
agreement based on il We and the people of Okinawa therefore
demand thal the Japanese govemmenl revicw the agreement.
In oor view, he rape of the Okinawa girl has raisedl onee again
ihe problem of armed forces and sexual crimes, the problem of
war and scxual erimes, Japanese militaris—. during the period
preceding World War 11, by csealatinga  of apgression and

- colonial rule in Asia and the Pacific, 100k over 20 million pre-

cious lives of their people and inflisted on them unbearable
C .

Womes:™ . Underlying this is the 1eacuonary s vr s
Japanese government. which refuses to admit the fact thal
Japa waged a war of aggression: We and many Japanese
women and their organizations. think and arc campaigning
that the govemmeni of Japan should reconsider in depth s
deods in the wor of aggression. and in good faith present it apel-
ogy 1o the victims and compensate them nol through 3 “privaie
Fumd™ but officially and on an individual basis.

The Japanese peaple have been siruggfing for long years 10
prevent the resurgence of Japanese militasism. It is 50 yoans
ainee the promulgation of the ITapanese Constitution. whichiniis
preamble declares that sovercignty resis with the peopic.
And reflecting on the war of aggression, anisle provides for the
renunciation of war. non-possession of forces and gdenial of
beltigevent rights.  The Constitufion cmbodies the resohve of the

-. Japancse people and is their pride. However, socht after its

enforcement, arrmed forces were created hy the Japanesc and
American Tuling circles, under the name of reserve police
forees, which laier became (he present seif-defense forees.
promoting the miitary buitd-up. The Japanese people have beent

- fighting agains! this aimost half 3 century 1ili today. We arc

convinced that the pacifism of e Coastitution is a treasure o be

handed on to our children and its substance a forerunner of

the United Nation's Chaner and we are striving to preserve L.

US President Clinton and lapnese Prime Minisier
Hashimoto are to issuc on April 172 Japan-US joint declaration
with 1 view to engaging in a *redefinition of the Japan-US
Security Treaty” which may Jead to the extension on a giebal
scale of the military affiance presently limited 10 between the two
countries. .What we fear most is thal, as 2 result of this, the US
bases in Japan will be made bases for military sortics {0 coR-
flicting areas in Asiz and the world.

The most cherished waords by the pecple of Okinawa are
“Muchi du Takara {Life is a treasure}”. At a rally held in
Okinawa on Ceiober 21 last year with a gathering of $5.000 pen-
ple, a high school girl stated: “T used to go 10 an elementary
school which was next 10 & US base aross 2 fence,  Around
the base, there are 7 clementary schools, 4 junior high
schools, 3 high schools, 2 nursing school and o colleges.
When ] leamn thai there hax been 2 crash accident of a bomber of
a helicopter, 1 always feel uneasy... 1 do not wani 10 Jive Tike this,
always fearing the US soldicrs, accidents. danpers and
risks....Please give me back # peaccful jstand, free of troops and
tragedies™.”  We believe that hercry is addressed not only o
the Japancse government, but also to us the Japanese people and
to all the aduls in the world who aspire to peace. .

Let us address oursclves 1o our govermmenls, cominue in
our persevering cffons and work in solidarity 1o build gen-
uinely equitable. equal and friendly ties between Japan and
the United Staes of Americal

Artice 9 of Japanese Constitutio
Aspiring sincerely fo an internaticnal peace based on
and ordar the Japarese people forever
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L Rape, whalever its naire, is 8 violence against womel
and = viclation of their human sights and musl never be pers
mitted. However, what we want o focus here apain is the
problem of rape selated o military bases. AR Amgericon

nawspaper " The Dayton Duily News™  has reportcd thal

according to ke US Naval and Marine case record since
1588, coyrt-martials in {he US bases in Japan (with 48,000
US military sistioncd there) have iried 169 cases of sexual

violence, the highes: sexual crime ocourTence rate in the -

wosld. the sccond being 102 cases in San Dicgo Base in
Califomia (with a strength of 93,7923 and the third 90 cases in
Naorfolk Base in Virginia (with a streagth of 113,004).

Under the Status of Forces agrecment based on the Japan-US
Security. Treaty, even if US soldiers ane identified as. crimi-
nals of rape cases fike in the recent case in Okinaws, it is not

passible to keep them in custody pefore they are actually :

prosecuted. To the past, {here were SOme Cases, in which the US
military sutherities refused the arrest and surrender of the

offenders, which allowed the criminala to flee to the Us. dn’
sddition, 83 the Japancse aviation low is not applied 10 the US ~

bases, ultra Jow and Jow altitude flying Lraining. prohibited in the
US, is conducied in different parts of cur country. Besides using
tchegraph, telephone and radio unrestrictedty, the US bases
enjoy lax exemption. The US military vehicles can also usc toli

roads without paying any charge and are exonerated from the

sutomobile inspection which is compuisory for Tapanese cars.
They are permilted not 10 carty license plaies, and when they
cause accidents while on duty, all the damages are paid for by
Japan. The problem is hat such prerogatives unseen in other
couniries have been accorded to the US bases in Japan. Such s
siwation is created by the Security Treaty concluded berween the
Japanesc and US govemments, and- the Staws of Forces
agrecment based on it We s the people of Ckinawa therefore
demand that the Japanese govemment review the agresement.
In our view. the rape of the Okinawa gisl has raited once again
the peohlem of ammed forces and sexual crimes, the probiem of
war and sexual erimes. Japancse militarism, during the period
preceding World Warli, by ccalating & war of aggression and

- eplonial riaic in Asia and the Pacifie, 100k aver 20 million pre-

cious lives of their people and inflicted on them unbearable
sufferings and sacrifices. In particular, the comfort women
conglituded the raosl barbarous form of “sexusl sllvcry" L@
product of the combination of racial discriminmion and disre-
spect of women’ 5 dignity as hurnans, caused by these
Japanesc savage deeds.. However, successive Japanese gov-
ernments, throughout the posi-war period, have tried 10 concesl
thic fact, And even when the women of South Korea and the
Philippines, victims of military sea slavery, have filed fawsuits
against the Japanese government, and despite- the recommen-
dation issued in February by the UN Commission on Human

prersednneaargy v e

- fighting against mis'nlmcst half o century till today. Ve s

convinced that the pacifism of the Constitution is  treasure 10 be
tanded on 1o our chifdren and its sobsiance a forerunner of
she United Nation' s Charler and we arc striving to proserve il

US President Clinton and Japanese Prime Minisier
Hashimoto zre 1o issuc on April 17 2 Japan-US joint declanation
with a vicw 1o engaging in a “redefinition of the Japs-US
Security Treaty” which may lead to the extension on 2 slobal
scale of the military afliance presenuly timited 1o between the two
couniries. .What we fear most is hal, 253 resalt of this, the US
bases in Japsn will be made bascs for military scoiies to con-
flicting areas in Asia and the world.

The most cherished words by the people of Ckinawa arc
*Nuchi du Takara (Life is & weasure)” . At 3 rally held in
Okinawa on Gctaber 21 last year with a gathering of ES,000 peo-
pie, a high school girl-stated: "1 used 1o go lo an elementary
schoot whick wasnext 10 & US base across 3 fence.  Around
{he base, there we 7 clemeniary schools, 4 jumier high
schools, 3 high schools, & nursing school and twe cotleges.
When I jeam that there has been s crash accident of a bomber or
1 helicopter, T always fet] uneasy.. 160 not want o live like this,
slways fearing the US soldiers, accidents, dangess and
fisks....Please give me back s peaceful sstand, free of troops and
wagedies™.”  We believe thal hercry is addressed not only 1o
the Japantse govemment, bul also 16 us the Japanese peaplc and
10 2] the adults in the world who 3spir= o peace.

Let us address oursclves 10 owr govemmeals, continue in
our persevering efforis snd work in solidarity to build gen-
vinely cquitable, equal and friendly Ues between Japan and
the United States of America! .

Articie 9 of _Ja;')ane.se Constitution

Aspiring sinceraly to an Intematianal peace based on
justice and order, the Japanese people forever

" renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and the

threal or us of force as a means of settiing intemational
disputes. e
1n order to accomplish the aim of the preceding pasa-

graph, land, saa, and air forces, as well as other war.

potential, will never be maintgined. The right of bet-

ligerancy of tha state will ot be recognized.
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