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4TH ASIAN WOMEN' S SOLIDARITY
CONFERENCE

a/o LILA-—PILIDINA (Conference HogtIOrganizar)
P.0. Box 1013
citimall U.p. Diliman, -
Quaaon d1ty, Philippines

_(Tel 632-921-1044/632-924-6406 Fax: 632—924~6381/ 632-921-1044)
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REF: JOEL M. TOLEDO
TEL: 924-64-06

FOURTH ASIAN WOMEN' s SOLiDARITI CONFERENCE SUCCESSFUL,
PUSHES FOR HWORLD . PUBLIC HEARING

The 4th Asian wOmen S Solldarlty Canfarence held last March

28 and 29 at the Bayview Hotel in Roxas Boulevard, Manila ended

. 6n a bright' note; teztimonies of comfort women: survivors were
"heard and proposals against the Japanese government sponsored

Asian Women’'s Fund were presented. The most workable steps were
considered and a united plan of action was formulated based on
these proposals.'

: The 2-day conference was part1c1pated in by over 150
delegates. from Korea, Japan, .Taiwan, [Indonésia and ' the
Philippines. The respective speakers frbm " these  countries
reaffirmed their stand that the Asian Wwomen's Fund is not the
solution to the comfort women issue, which is in truth merely an

Anstrument of the Japanese Government which enables it to accept
its war crimes and avoid. 'its Yegal and moral responsibility to-

the survivors. The delegates re-established their demand For the
Japanese government to. discard the Asian Women’s Fund . and give
direct compensation and legal reparations to the survivors based

on the recoomendations of the United 'Natians and - the

international community.

The conference participants have unanlmously cansented to a-

proposal from a delegate to convene and organize a world Public
Hearing on Women, War and Militarism, as well as to immediately
establish links with women all over the world working with women

war 3urv1v0r5 of rape and sex slavery to prepare for this public
hearing.
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An organlzlng committee for the World public Hearing was set
up composed of Nelia Sancho of Lila-pPilipina, Hee Soon Kwon -of

the. Korean Council for women Drafted for Sex Slavery by Japan and

Corinne Kumar, regional coordinator of the Asian Women’s Human

‘Rights Council- (AWHRC).

Other steps which the delegatlon rasolved te undertake are

the follewing: (1) to continue lobbying at the United Natians.

beglnnlng with the. current session of the UN Commission on Human
Rights in Geneva to push the Japanese government . to accept the
recominendations of the Coomaraswamy . report on mllltary sexual

" slavery issue; (2} to expand the signature campaign opp051ng the

permanent membershlp of Japan to the UN Security Council: (3)to
persuade individuals and other organizations consenting to the
Asian Women’s Fund to stop their -cooperatioen to ° the . fund
immediately; (4) to force the Japanese government to establish a
special fact-finding- ‘and reparation - law;(5)to convince the
Internaticnal Labor Organization to take an active role in
pursuing the resolution of the issue ‘in accordance with -the
Forced bLabor Convention and recommend to labor unions of the

~world to partxcxpate in the action of the ILO; (6)td persuade the

gavernments of wvictimized countrmes to pressure the Japanese

Government . to resolve the . issue properly, and to Support

survivors economically as well as the activities. of the

. organizations that work on this issue;{(7)to begin an

international boycott of Japanese preducts if Japan does not meet
ocur demanes.

The World Public Hearlng on Women, war, and Militarism will

culminate these activities and link up the initiatives of wonen
all over the world working on the issue of vioclence against women
in war and armed conflict situations.
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, | RESOLUTION -
' OF THE 4TH ASIAN WOMEN'S SOLIDARITY Com_mmc
ON MILITARY SEXUAL SLAVERY BY JAPAN

We, the participants of the 4th Asian Women's Solidarity Conference on Military Sexual
Slavery held from March 28 to March 29, 1996, in Manila, Philippines, in which delsgates tirom

the Philippines, the Republic of Korca, Taiwan, Indonesia, and Japan participated, along with the
"comfort women" survivori: ' : '

— Reaflirm that the Asian Women's Fund is not the solution to the war crimes committed

against "comfort women”, but a ploy of the Japancse Govermnment to hide its crimes and avoid its
. ) («a;al and moral responaibility to the survivors. > |

-

We demand that the Japanese Government imimediately stop collectihg money for the Asian
Women's Fund and instead, pay the legal reparations to the survivors ~according to the
recommendations of the UN and the custom of infernalional communities. :

e

We, Asian women, held the. first Asian Women's Solidarity Conference in Seoul in August,
1992, marking the beginning of foui ycars of. solidarity - activities demanding the Japanese
government to réveal the truth, issue an official, sincers apology, and pay legal repavations. We,
Asian women, have appealed to the UN Hunan Rights Commission and the 4th UN World
Conference on"-Womeri and other inteknational bodies to take active roles in resolving this issue.

Through our volidarity sctivities, the "comfort women" issue was adopted in the Platfocm
for Action by the 4th UN World Conference on Women in Beijing as the following: “rape in the
conduct of armed conflict coinstitutes a war crime” and "to investigate and puish all those
responsible and bring the perpetrators to justice”. On February 6, Ms. Radhika Coomaraswany,
UN Special Rapporteur, released her official report, and recommended to the Japanese

-rermnent to: a) make public all related docunents of various government organizations; b)
issue a formal written apology to individual victims: ¢) revise all Japanese textbooks to educate
Japanese students on the issue; d) punish the persons responsible for, and involved in, the
egtablishinent of military sexual slavery. '

On February 29, 1996, the conunitiee of experts on the Application of Conventions and

~ Recommendations of ILO submitted a gencral report ad observations concerning particular

- countries to 1LO general conference, concerning its opinion about military sexual slavery by Japan.

The comunittee stated that Japan's wartime sexual slavery violated the Forced Labor Convention
and that the Japanese Governmet shauld pay wages and compensation. |
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Huwevex the Iﬂpauese Govemmem has not thanged its attitude; rather, it is 1obhymg to.
stop the UN Human nghts Conunigsion trom wduptmq the recommendations  of Ms,

Cooinaraswamy's Report. It is now tl}’ll’;& to resolve the issue with the Asian Women's Fund.

We demand that the japanese Government adhere to the recommendations of the UN

" Human Rights Conunission and International Communities, as follows ©

L. Ackﬂowledge the systemn 01 mllttaxy sexual slavery by Japan as g war crime and a crime
against humanity and admit 1ts war of ag,g;ressnon mld colonization of Aman Countriest

2_. Reveal the whole truth sbout ity militmy sexual ulavery practice ! . _ )
3. Make tormal, iridiv'i'dual apologies to the survivors !

4. Withdraw the Asian Women's. Fund, and pa_v direct reparations to lhe survivors and the
ber eaved familics ui' v:ctmn. t

5. Establish a Speclal_ Law and set up a Special Admiuistrative Tribunal for reparations !
6. -Rechrd the trutlt in scliool testbooks and educate the younger generations of Japan !
7. 1dentify and pmush perpetmlors uwolved in the recruilment and institutionalization oi

lmltlary sexual slavery ! It is exdiremely amportant to punish those responsible to sérve ay

encouragement for other comfort women survivors who unhl now have remamcd s:lent, to
finally come out. :

In order for the Japanese Govenunent to adhere to the, above recoxmmndahons we resolve

to undertake the Ioliowmg

1. Compel the Jép'anesc Goverunent to withdsaw the Asian Women's Fund.

. 2. Persuade the corpomlwns nrq.muanons and individuals participating in the
- collectivn of the Asian Women's Fund to stop from doing so and protest agamst those who
. insist, and deliberately mistead the public that it is the ouly solution to the crime  of
, mllntaxy sexual s!avery by Japan.

_ 3 Do all necessary actmns to thake the Japanese govemment adhere to the
recommendations of the International Conunission of Jurists (ICJ) the Be:;mg
Plattormt for Action of the 4th UN World Conference on Women and the UN

Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women.
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4. Do ali necessary actions to compel the Japanese Government to establish
Special Law mmdatmg facl-ﬁudmg achvitles and repamtmns -

5. Pressure the UN Human Rnghts Commisgion to :uiopt me. Repurl of the UN ﬁpecwi -
Rapporteur, in solidarity wnth the wotnes of Asia and the world. '

6. Convince the Intematlona! Labor Organization to take an active role in pumumg the ' : e
resolution of the issue in accordance with the Forced Labor Convention and recomimend
to labor umons of the world to pammpate in the action of the 1ILO.

{ - - T. Demand the govenunents of victimizéd coumrles to pressure the Japanese Government
C to resolve the issue properly, and to support survivors economncally as well as the : !
* aclivities of the orgamzatmns that work on this i lsgue.

8. Conlmue to expund the signature campaign to oppose Japan 8 becommg a Permsment
Member of the UN Secmty Counml

9, Begin an nﬁermnonal boycott of Japanese products if Japan does not meet our
demands. :

Lastly, this conterence cal!s for the orgamzmg of a World Public Hearing on Women, War,
and Mllltansm and the lmkmg wp of initiatives of women all over the world working on the issue S
of v:olence against women in war and armed conﬂlct sutuahons :

29 March 1996 S - . |
Participanis of the 4th Agian Women Sohdaﬂty Conference
on Military Sexual Slavery by Japan
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L - LILA-Pilipina, Inc.

ah otganization of Filipine survivors of rape and sox slavery by Japanese troops during World War
! e and of human rights and peace activists and partners; envisioning & world of peace, without
| e rape, sox slavary and othor forms of vivlence on women in war and armoed conflict sltuations

Prows Statement
17 May 1996

Afler having the .Asidn Women’s Fund dangled in their faces by the Japanese government

for over a year now, one hundrad sixty-nine Filipino comfdrt women survivors have final ly
coms to  manimous dscinion, The snswoer is No.

: No, to the psy-war, c#urot-m.d-stiek tactios of the Jupanese government to use money to try
( to divert, divide and undenmine the struggle of women victims and survivors of rape and
military vexual slavety by Japan. ‘

No, to monoy being donated by well-mewning Japnnese citizens being misted and
manipulated in their guilt and sincerity, to take up their government’s Jegal responsibility
and pay for their government’s crime.

No, to the cruel hand that trien to give bribe money to 4 rape viotim to silence her cry of
| pain and grief, her tale of sorrow and suffering, and her call her justice.

R b B R A AT 108 i

Instéad of the Asian Women’s Fund, the Filipino comfort women survivors urge the |
Japanese government to heed the recormendations contained in the Report to the S2nd

Seagion of the UN Commission on Human Righty of Special Rappostewr Radhika
Coomaraswany, to wit: . '

; ( 1. Recognize the “comfort women” practice implemented by the Japanese Imperinl Army in
» - World War I 83 2 war orime of rape and militery soxual slavery

2. Rocognize the victims and survivors of this orime.
3. Apologize officially and individually to the victims and wirvivors, and provide legal ' ;
compensation. ' :

The Filipino comfort women survivors demand nothing more, rnd will geftle for
nothing less.

dﬂmmfﬁz;m PILIPING

MAILING ADDRESS: P.00. Hox 1019, Citimall, Ditiman, Quexon City, Phllippines
OFFICE ADDRESS: 25-C: Matiyngn Strcel, Conirad East Diistrict, Diliman, Quezon City
TELEFAX: {63-2) 921-1044
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