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‘Comfort women’

fund under attack

.Toky'o balks at Y

- direct payments
for WW II abuse -

By Michael A, Lov
, Tamune $7arr Warteh

. Japansse government to compant.
‘sate “eomiort weman® who wa

World War Il |s coming under
:lttjiuk from supporters and oritics
L

% In the past weak, a high-proflls
" promoter of tha fund quit, and
¥ atiorneys repressnting soms of
J the victima sy they will refuse
» compensation unlass it comes
- directly from the government.

{‘-' Japan i again iing criticized

for not adequataly addressing its
Towantme sins becausa the money
“vi0 ba offered to ths women l»
#from private donsations and
* *includes no government funds,
. -The Japaness public has seemed
- lukewarm on the lgsus. Denations
to the fund are coming in at a

‘much slower rate than expected
;and so far the government has
‘spent about twice as much money
- ‘operating the Aslan Women's
Fund than has sctuaily been
taken In by it

L .+ That hax laft Prime Minleter
Ryutaro Hashimoto in the uncomn-
« fortabie position of rying ta wrest
more donationy from Japan's blg
curporations, which Are reluctant
10 Et {nvalved in a politically del-
 lests Ligue,
: Bupperters of the comfoxt
. woman say they ar Inustrated by
the gevamnment's refusal to com-
remlh victims directly, They say
. 3t looks Lika Jupan is Ineapable of
- accepting responsibility for the
» ' EOURTY's wartime behavior,
'~ 9% Rave to compensats these

f'-g_toph.“ sajd Ryosuka Yasue, 2
i+ Tokyo publisher, and sn sutspo-
‘wken ¢ritic of the private fund,
. “and it has to be dons by the gov-
. ernment beeanse this fa soms.
- thing the nation did."

ki BPSELBSER LAY

" POKYO—A fund set up by thi.

.
]

\

e -

The government holds 1o the

potition that all questions of repa-
rationd or compensation were

dealt with through tha 3““
reaty 1t signed with the United
States, k3 well a8 in agreements
tignad with Individual govern.
ments.

The fund was ast 0p last ysar
by Soclallst Prime Minister Tomi-
jchi Murayams as an exprassion
of atonement. But while the gov-
srnment created and pays for the
fund's operation, it ls not conirib-
uting money dirsctly. Tha first

forced into prostitution during °payments, as much as §30,000 per
) i Fictim, are schedwed o go oul o

300 women this summmer.’ .
Oritics of the And nave argued,
that the government’s declslon not |
to offer direct compensation was
motivated parfly by the faar that’
if it gave money to the gomfort -
womak, it would sst of & torrent
of claims DY other victima of the.
war, lneinding Koreans who were,
broughbt to Jupan a5 laborery, )
Mora directly, there [z the.
¢harge that Japan, which has'
oftered only muted apologies Lr
the war, continues to turm Awey
from a dark chapter of its history, .
Ken Shimanioushl, a Forelgn,
Minlstry official, tald nveither
charge 1 true. He sald the govemn- !
went 15 doing what it can to atone
within legal bounds. .
“This ls a vary serious issus’:
he sald. "It stained the dignity!
and honer of many women in
Asiz and alewhere, and ws need
to express oudr apclogie.” !
Befors and during the war, as
Jatmu troops advanced across
Asla, the xrmy tricked or coerced
thousands of womay into become
3 prostitutas at front-lne broth-

In muny arsas, women wers
foread into sexual slavery and
wany of the women were aban.
doned or Killed by retreating Jap-
anee foops. Hislorlans say that
70,000 o 200,000 woman In Korza,
ths Philippines. Tuiwan and else-
white were (nvolved, . '

Untll 1993, the government
danied its Alrect involvement in
ths brothels, arpuing that they
with Private operations. Many of
the victims stayed sllsni, but us
the women have gﬂcn older,
some have told thelr stories and
sued tha governmant. '

No, 1745

Thia year 3 Unitad Nations
researcher released & report that
called ot Japan to compenaste the
victimg. But the repoert acknowi-
edged Japan's argurnent against
payments snd the recommenda.
tion recelved acant attention from
the UN Human Rights Commis-
sion

The fund {tsalf is in chaes with
ofeinls publicly expressing their
confusion abou! whether It's right
to continus supporting the organd
zation i It can't convinca the gov-
ernmsnt to compansate victims
direcily. :

Last week, one main fund pro-
xwolar, Mutsuko Mikl, the widow
of & former pricne minister, quit
in proteat

Shinienl Harada, & former Jour-

' naligt working as & spokesmuan for

the fund, said be sls bhas wrestled
with the question of whether to
stay involyed. He sald he hopes
the government changes its mind.

1 think that even if they cannot
compsnsate them legally, ’fh"
have a monal respensibility,” he
said, “and fom that polnt of view
théy showld pay.”

P. 2/?
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In her lawsuit against the government,
Filipina Rufina Fernandez derails the
savagery of Japanese soldiers.

By ANIKO SHIOZAKI]
Agaiw Evernng Newy

A Fillpina who was forced
into sexual siavery during
World War Il explained in a
Tokyo court Friday how Japa-
nese soldiers burchered har
parents and then lined up to

mmpe her,

Ru¥ing Fernandez is de-
manding 420 million in com-
peasation. Lawvers are fight
ing the case on grounds ner
human rights were grossiy vi-
olated.

“The Japanese governmenrt
should give me justce and ag-
mit s reSponsroi]IrFy for what
happened o me.” Fernandez
s2id in the 11th hearing at the
Tokyo District Court,

Fernandez. 68, is among 46
Filipino former sex slaves who
tled a lawsuit in 1993, each de-
manding ¥20 million from the

-

TR o o S R S AR S

Japanese government. They
maintain the rapes committed
by Japanese woops violared in-
ternational law. .

Four of the plaintiifs have
died since the suit was fled,
lawyers said.

Fernandez said that when
she was a leenager, Japanese
soidiers barged into ner house
in Manila, decepitated her fa-
ther and faraily stabbed her
mother. She was taken to a
neighboring churen where
Japanese soidiers were sta-
tioned.

She was confined there and
forced (0 3erve as a sex slave,
she said,

“l cannot forger the two
months in which [ was congn.
uousity raped by Japanese sol
diers,” Fernandez s1id.

When the U.S. Army ar
tacKed the arex, a Japanese
soldier tried ts slice off Fer-

F.2

;49'0-111 Evem‘u; /‘]ew; FEroess sy

Former sex slave describes atrocities

AUAHIE'IE.NWQ NEWS
Rufina Fernandez

nanadez's head to prevent her
from gaining freedom. He
missed, but his blade carved
out a deep hole in her right
shoulder.

Kenichi Takagl, who heads
the lawyers for the plaintffs,
said in the court that Japan's
retusal to compensate former
seX slaves contradicts its ap-
proval for a reselution on vig-
lence against womepn, which
was adopred last month by the
United Nations Human Rights

Commission,

The resolution welcomed
the work of investgator Radhi-
ka Coomaraswamy, who com-
piled a report on violations of
women's rights. including the
Japan's military rapes. al-
though the U.N. commission
anly “tosk aote” of the report.

Takagi pointed out thas the
governments attitude toward
the lawsuit clashes with the
views it expressed 1o the inter-
national society.

“Drawing worldwide attes-
tion, this lawsui! has a very
dsignificant and historical
meaning-~recovery of human
rights of the victims.” Takagi
said,

“1 was very happy thar [
could express all my anguish,
all oy pain and that 7 could
present the demands for indi-
vidual compensation and an
apology,” Fernandes said after
the hearing.

The Japanese government
has maintained that wartime
compansation isues were Ser-
tled in earlisr peace wearies.
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‘Comfort women’

fund is planning

to borrow money

Due to a lack of contribu-
tions, the government-initiat-
ed Asian Women’s Fund will
borrow money from a finance
company so it can pay “con
solation money’’ to Japan’s
wartime sex slaves, a busi-
ness source said Wednesday.

The fund will borrow Y240
million from a finance com-
pany affiliated with a major
bank, having member compa-
nies of the Japan Federation
of Economic Organizations
(Keidanren) as guarantors,
the source told The Japan
Times.

An official decision is likely
to be taken during a board
meeting to be held Friday
night to use the Y240 million
to pay ¥2 million to each of
approximately 300 former sex
slaves from South Korea, the
Philippines and Taiwan.

Plans te make payments to
former comfort women from
the Netheriands, China,
Myanmar and Indonesia are
still on hold.

Officials of the finance com-
pany, Keidanren or the fund
were not availabte for com-
ment,

The controversial fund had
received ¥360 million in con.
tributions as of tarly May,
which would cover a little
more than half of the planned
payments, The contributions
came mainly from individy-

als, government officials and
labor unions. )
Discussions and negotia-

tions on how to gather the re- ‘

maining money have been the
main focus for the past
month.

Although there were moves
to get the government to cov-
er the shortage or guarantee
the loans, the government
turned down the requests cit-
ing its long-held stance that
the issue of official compensa-
tion has been resolved by the
San Francisco Peace Treaty
or hy bilateral treaties.

Earlier this month, Bumbei
Hara, former Upper House
member and director of the
fund's board urged Prime
Minister Ryutaro Hashimsto
to renew his appeai to the na-
tion’s four business organiza-
tions to increase their contri-
butions. Hashimoto promised
to take such action.

However, Keidanren decid-
ed not to make an official con-

tribution to the fund, fearing-

that shareholdexs of its mem-
ber companies might file law-
suits protesting against such
donations or that it may face
boycotts.

For these reasons Keidan- -

ren cannot take the responsi-
bility and has decided to have
its member companies be-

come guarantors, the source
explained,
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