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" LILA-Pilipina, h;c. | )

an organization of Filipino survivors of rape and sex slavery by Japanese troops during World War

7y 0 N, and of human fights arid peace activists and partners; envisioning a world of peace, without
rrn i 2R SX slavery and othet forms of violence on women in war and armed conflict situations

Ty

Press Release
29 May 1996

Yesterday, May 28, 1996, a regolulion was filed in the Senate making the domand for legal

reparalions from the Japanese government fok comfort womnen swrvivors and other vietims
of military sexual violence during World War 1l the official policy of the Philippine
govemment.

Authored by Senator Francisco 'atad, and co-authored by Senator Franklin Drilon and
Marcelo Fernan, Resolution Number 446 condermns the Japanege government’s war

. crimes of inéfitary sexual violeuce and directs the Commission on Human Rights to identify
{  the victims of this crime.

L1LA Pilipina declares its full support for Resolution Number 446 and callg on atl the
werabers of the Senate to ensure its passage.

P R
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Already, Senators Juan Flavier, Vicente Sotto III, Miria Defensor Santingo, and Freddie 3
Webb have expressed their intention to sign the resolution. - é
Meanwhile, at the House of Represenlatives, Sorsogon Congressinan Bonifacio Gillego is 5
likewise set to file a bill supporting the campaign for legal compensation for victims of :
mililaty sexual violence from the govermnent of Japan. i
At the same time, Senator Shoji Motooka of Japan, tnember of the [House of Councilors :
(Diet) who is returning to Tokyo today, afler a three-day visit to Manila, is set to introduce :
a bill calling for the establishment of an Investigative Committee that will undertake 3
. comprehensive probe into the Japanese wartime “comfort women” practice. The bill seeks ;
to determine once and for all, the extent of the Japanese government’s guilt, the identity of i
its victims, and the necessity for justice and legal redress. i
These moves by Philippine and Japanese legisiators come in the heels of the UN Human :
Rights Conunission’s adoption of UN Special Rapporteur’s Radhika Cooinaraswamy
Report on Viclence Against Wonen, with its specitic condemnation of the wartite §
militay sexual violence commitied by the Japanese Imperial Atmy, and ils o ;

recominendation to give legal and individual compensation to the war victims.

C“':’F”“""-/ LICA l&ﬁszﬂ -

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Bax 1019, Citimall, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines
OFFIGE ADDRESS: 25-C Matiyaga Street, Centrai East District, Diliman, Quezon City
TELEFAX: (63-2) 921-1044
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wisiuning & world of poace, without

of violence on women in warand armed conflict sltuationy v

Prows Stetoment
17 May 1996

After having the "A-idn Women’s Pund daugled in their faces by the Japanere government
for over a year now, ane hundrad rixty-nine Filipino comfart women survivory have finally
come {0 » imanimous deciwion. The ansver is No.

No, t mmy being doanted by well-menning Japanese citizens being misted nnti
manipulated in their guilt and sincerity,

to take up their government’y legal revponsibility
and pay for their gavernment’s orime.

No, to the cruel hand that trjax to give bribe money to a rape victim to silence her oty of
pain and grief, bos tale of vorro i ice.

Instéad of the Agian Women' o1 SUrVivors rge the |

Japanese government to the recommendations contained in the Report to the 52nd
Seasion of the UN Conunission on Human Rights of Special

1. Recognize the “comfort Women” practice implemented by the Japanese Imperiad Acmy in
World War X as @ war orime of rape and mifitary yexual sluvery

Chaipprsan, LA PILIPING -

MAILING ABDRESS! I'.00, Mox

. 1019, Citimall, Ditiman, Quozon City, Philippines
OFFIOE ABDARSS: 25-¢° Maiynga Stecet, Contral Bast District, Dilimgn, Queacn ¢ ly
. TELEFAX: (63-2) 921-1044
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TENTI CONGRESS OF THE REPUBLIC)
OF THE PXILIPPINES ) e s
First Regular Session )

SEN ATE IR PO ﬁ;‘_— et
Resolution No, <&/% - '

------ -———— LA L TTTH

Introduced by Senators Tatad, Angara, Drilon, Fernan, Herrera
and Ople

---------------------------- A e e

-------------------

RESOLUTION CONDEMNING MILITARY SEXUAL VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN IN WARTIME, BECLARING IT THE
OFFICIAL POLICY OF THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT TQ
PRESS FOR LEGAL REPARATIONS FROM THE JAPANESE
GOVYERNMENT FOR FILIPINO VICTIMS OF SUCH VIOLENCE
DURING T{IE WAR AND DIRECTING THE COMMISSION ON

HUMAN RIGHTS TO DOCUMENT THE IDENTITY OF TIIESE
VICTIMS FOR THAT PURPOSE

WHEREAS, the United Natiotis Human Rights Commission on its
52nd session in Geneva on April 10, 1996 took note of a special report by
Radhika Coomaraswamy, U.N. Special Rapporteur on violence against
wonen, its causes and consequences, which coutains initial data on military
sexual violence against Asian women committed by the Japanese Iinperial
Arny during the Pacific war:

WHEREAS, through said report the Asian countries that suffered in
warlime are for the first time gelting an initial view of the sexual violence

suffered by the women in these places in the hands of the inetnbers of the
Japanese occupation anny; '

WLHEREAS, the Philippines is one of the countries where worels
suffered systewmatic rape in “comfort stations” and other places in the hands
of the Japanese military;

WHEREAS, the crime against these women has remained
unprosecuted and unpunished, while the victiing themselves, whose number
and identities remain to be officially documented, have bome their sufferings
i silence all their lives;

WHEREAS, instead of the Japanese governent formally apologizing
for the crime against these women, accepting its liability to them, and
providing for the appropriate legat Teparations, it appears to be trying to settle
the issuc through a privately organized “Asian Women’s Fund™;

e}
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WHEREAS, such attempt to reduce this issue into something that ;
oould be settled through a private fund, rather than by official action of the 5
Japanese goverinent, is unacceptable and should be rejected by all the other
parties;

I

RESOLVED THERENFORE That the Philippine Government
condemn military sexual violence against women in warlime, declare it its
official policy 1o press for lepal reparations from the Japanese Govenunent”
for the Filipino victims of such violence ducing the war, and direot the
Conunission on Human Rights to document the identity of these victims for
that pwpose.

Adopted,

___—PRANCISCOS. TATAD EDGARDO J. ANGARA ﬁ
i Senator : Senator

i (bop.__
I . :
FRANKL YDRILON MARCELO 1L FERNAN

LRI
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Senator Senator ;

|

ERNESTO F. IIERRERA BLAS F. OPLE ;
Senator Senator
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Republic of the Philippines
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Quazon City
First Regular Session
TENTH CONGRESS

House Resolution No.

oA e o S e e

Introduced by Cong. Bonlfacto M. Gillego

A RESOLUTION URGING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO
SUPPORT THE INTERNATIONAL CLAMOR FOR JAPAN TQ HEED TO THE
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 52ND SESGION OF THE UN COMMISSION
ON HUMAN RIGHTS ON THE QUESTION OF COMFORT WOMEN

WHEREAS, during World War ll, the Japanese Impertal Army in its areas of
accupation in Asla including the Phillppines, forcibly rounded up, detalned
hundreds of thousands of women and turned them Into sex staves or comfort
waren to satisfy the sexual urges of its officers and men;

~ P R ST PP e R Al I e

WHEREAS, the Japanese Government has officialty denfed the existence of
coinfort women in Japenese occupled areas during World War 1| for many
decades untll documalitary evidence of officlal Japanese orders, instructions,
guldelines for the establishment of comfort wamen statlons were discavered In
1892 In historical archives;

WHEREAS the Japanese Government while acknowledging their existerice,
and accepting the demand to include thase atrocities in Japanese school
textbooks have nevertheless skirted thelr responsiblity to publicly apologlze to
every victim and compensete them directly;

WHEREAS, the move of the Japanese Government In forming a non-
government entity called the Aslan Women's Funds where private Japanese

citizens can donate money for comfort women, s clearty an attempt to free the
Japanese Government of any responsibliity;

WHEREAS, it Is only just that the Japanese Government rectify this error by
officially, and collectively apolaglzing to every comfort woman victim and
directly provide legal compensation;

WHEREAS, this Asian Women's Fund after behig dangled to Comfort women A
survivors and thelr relatives for mare than a year, one hundred sixty-nine Fillpine

e e AR S R e e e T T



comfort women survivors have finally come to an unanimous decision to rejact this
wnprincipled offer;

WHEREAS, there Is at present a strong ternational clamor among surviving
comfort women aitd human rights organizations for the Japanese government to
heed the recommandations contained In the Report of the 82nd Session of the UN

Commission on Human Rights of Special Rapporteur Radhika Coomaraswamy,
to wit:

i, R'ecagnize the “comfort women” practice Implemented by the Japanese .

imperial; Army In World War Il as a war crime of rape and military sexual
slavery,

2. Recoghize the victims and survivors of this crime: and

3. Apologlze officially and individually to the victims and survivors, and
provide legal compensation; .
THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVED AS IT I§ HERERBY RESOLVED, that the
% House of Representatives suppert the International clamer for the Japanese

Government to heed to the racommendations contained In Report of the 82nd
Session of the U.N. Commisslon on Human Rights.

Adopted

BONIFACIO H. GILLEGO
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