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¥800 million mulled for former sex slaves

Japan is considering pro-
viding ¥800 million in medi-
cal and welfare aid over the
next 10-years to some of the
Aslan women forced to serve
as sex slaves for the Imperial
armed forces before and dur-
ing World War 11, govern-
ment sources said Tuesday.

The Foreign Minlstry will
present tho idea o the gov-
ernment-initlated  Asian
Women’s Fund today for &p-
proval, the sources said.

The amount for cach coun-
try would be based on dispari-
ties in economic conditions,

they said.

As a result, cach South Ko-
rean woman would get ¥2.5
million, Filipino women
would receive ¥1.5 million
and Talwanese women would
be given ¥3 million in the
form of housing, medical care
and other assistance.
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Sex slaves on surmmit age
SEOUL (Kyode) The South Korean government will refer to
Japan’s responsibility for the so-called comfort women is-
sue under international law if the issue is takenup at a
scheduled summit meeting with Japan later this month, a
South Korean news agency reported Saturday.

South Korean officials said they have never changed their

attitude toward the issue and want Japan to make efforts to
resolve the issue, Yonhap News Agency reported. _
. Historians estimate that before and during World War i1,
Japan rounded up 80,000 to 200,000 women, mostly from the
Korean Peninsula, which was then under Japanese colonial
rule, and forced them into sexual slavery in frontline broth-
els for the Imperial army.

Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto said Friday he will
discuss the issue at his June 23 meeting with South Korean
President Kim Young Sam on Che ju Island, Yonhap said.

The United Nations human rights committee earlier
adopted a resolution stating that the Tokyo government is
legally responsible for what happened, Yonhap reported,
noting Japan should own up to this.
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Korea and Japan can now mend fences

‘L} & L/l"t'f Seupim i [y
By RALPH A. COSSA
. Bpeacialto Tne Japan Timés

Prime Minister Ryutare Hashimoto's
agreament to a June 22- 23 summit meet-
ing with Republic of Korca President
Kim Young Sam on Cheju Island in South
Kotrea represents an important step for-
ward in improving rolations between
America's two most important allies in
‘Northeasl Asia. It holds great promise
for both nations and for the prospects of
regional peace and stahility.

_ Improved South Korea-Japan relations
also serve vital U.S. long-term security
interests and appear critical to the revi-
talization of the Japan-U.S. altiance. In
many respects, Korea is the Achilles’
heel of the Japan-U.8. security relation-
ship. The Japan-U.S. alliance has a sig-
nificant impact on, and can be seriously
affected by, events on the Korean Penin.
sula,

© Of primary importance, Japanese sup-
cort, including but not limited to unre-
stricted use of U.S. Japan-based forces
and facilities, is crucial to the defense of
South Korea in the event of hostilities on
the peninsula, The failure of Japan to ad-
equateiy support any U.S. effort to de-
fend South Korea in the face of North
Korean aggression could be an alliance
breaker. U.S. public support for the alli-
ance woild quickly evaporate and it is
doubtiful the alliance could be sustained.

Until Hashimoto's ground-breaking
April 1996 summit meeting in Tokyo with
U.S. President Eill Clinton, Japan had
been reluctant even to discuss what “ad-
equate support” would entail, much less
make commitments regarding the na-
ture and scope of support it would agree
to provide.

In reality, very little in the way of di-
rect support from Japan could be antici-
pated in the event of a Korean continpen-

¥, bevond surveillance and sea-lane se-
«urity and defense of 11.8. bases and fa-
cilities in Japan. But it is important, in
peacetime, to begin to define these roles

bt G5 Tepa |tmen
¥

and develop procedurea for overcoming
the obstacles to porforming them,

The April 1996 Glinton-Hashimoto Joint
Declaration at least opens the door for
such discussions. The declaration identi-
fied close bilateral defense cooperation
as a “central element” in the security
relationship, not just for the defense of
Japan but for “‘dealing wilh situations
that may emerge in the areas surround-
ing Japan and which will have an impor-
tant influence on the peace and security
of Japan." DBeoth leaders made it clear
that they were talking about Korean
Peninsula contingencies.

It is important lo note that the Joint
Declaration does not commit Japan to
any specific action in the event of hostili-
ties in Korea or elsewhere. It merely
represents an agreement in principle to
start talking about such agreements, or
at leact to begin identifying the topics
that need to be discussed. With any other
treaty ally, such discussions wouid be
routine. They even pccur between non-
{reaty nations. For Japan, however, just
talking about contingencies is a major
step. :

The Joint Declaration was generatly
well-received in the U.S. and Japan and
positively endorsed throughout most of
the Asia-Pacific region. However, many
in Korea have expressed concern about
the U.8. desire for an “expanded Japa-
nese regional security role.” These Ko-

_reans fear (incorrectly) that the Joint

Declaration foreshadows Japanese re-
militarization. :

As a result, the Seoul government has
offered only a lukewarm eadorsement of
the accord, with the caveat that it should
be implemented with an eye toward
“coniributing to peace and security on
the Korean Peninsula.” Others in South
Korea, especially the media, have been
much more suspicious regarding what
“appropriate roles’ the U.S. will ask Ja-
pan to play.

Koreans criticize Japan over sex slaves

Nine lawmakers in South
Korea, with the support of 191
other legislators, urged the
Japanese government on
Thursday to recognize and
take legal responsibility for
wartime sex slavery as a war
crime.

In their statement, issued in
Seoul, the lawmakers also
condemned the gevernment-
initiated Asian Women's
Fund, saying it *distorts” the
essence of the issue, and de-
manded that Tokyo scrap it.

. The statement was issued
days before Prime Minister
Ryutaro Hashimoto is sched-
uled to meet South Korean
President Kim Young Sam
this weekend on Cheiy island.

During a session of the
United Nations - Human
Rights Commission held in
April, South Korea expressed
its full support for a repert,
which concludes that Japan
still remains legally responsi-
ble for the issue of compensa-
tion to the former sex slaves,

The surviving victims and
their supporters in South Ko.
rea said they hope that Kim
will repeat his stance in sup.
pert of their five-year-long
fight during the weekend
summit.

The nine women lawmak-
ers said their statement was
supported by 191 of 209 mem-
bers of the South Korea Na-
tional Assemnbilv.

One extreme, but not atypical concer-
expressed by a leading South Korea-Ja.
pan speclalist Is that the U.S. may haw
“deputized part of its role as policemar:
in the region to Japan.' This specialist:
Dr. Song Yong Son of the Korean Insti-
tute of Defensa Analyses in Seoul, wen
on to say that she did not ohject to th
pact per se, but feared the *momentum’
such actions crealed toward “the un:
shackling of devices put in place 1o pre’
vent Japan from becoming a wmilitar:
power,” :

Such Korean concerns about the Join®
Declaration seem ironic since the decla
ration has as one of its primary objec
tives (at least in the eyes of U.8. militar:
planners), improving the U.S, ability t:
defend Korca, with appropriate (limit
ed) Japanese support, Japanese remili
tarization or a Japanese offensive mili
tary role are the furthest things fron
U.S. and Japarese defense planners
minds. Hashimoto, in particular, ha
gone to great lengths to assure Japan”
neighbors of this fact,

Lo TR
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Nonetheless, Japan clearly has a lon;
way to go before overcoming South Ko
rea's deep-seated historical suspicion:
about its intentions. The Hashimoto-Kin
summit can be an important step in thi:
direction. While ostensibly arranged t
permit both leaders to discuss how bes
to arrange for the cohosting of the 200
World Cup, it is to be hoped that Hashi -
moto will insist and Kim will agree t.’
include a strong endorsement of the U.S, ¢
Japan Joint Deciaration. The two lead :
ers should not lese this important oppor !
tunity to educate their respective public:
on the importance of improved relation:
and the role the U.S.-Japan security alli -
ance plays in safeguarding peninsula se
curity. ’

Ralph A. Cossa Is executive director of Facific Forur
CSIS, a Honolulu-based, policy-orisntad research inst

tuta affiliatad with the Cernier for Strategic and Interne -
tional Studies in Washington. .
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Hashimoto set to depart
for South Korea summit

Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashithoto is to leave today
for the South Korean island of
Cheju for a two-day. visit and
talks with President Kim

" 'ng Sam in a bid to im-
K ¢ bilateral ties.

It will be Haghimoto's first

sit to South Korea since he
became prime minister in
January, although the two
leaders met last March in
Thailand during a summit be-
tween Asian and European
countries, i
. Foreign Ministry officials
"said Hashimoto and Kim are
not seeking immediate reso-
lution of specific issues at the
meeting but will promote
“frank discussions” on varl-
ous matters.

The cfficials said frequent
meetings by leaders of the
two countries will be faver-
able for relations,

Hashimoto told a news con-
fevence. Thursday that he

“id like to reconfirm with
un cooperative relations,
7king into the future.

Ore major topic at the sum-
mit will be cohosting the 2002
World Cup soccer flnals,

‘Hashimoto said the two
countries have been given a
chance to open a new chapter

in bilateral relations by jo oi-
ly holding the World Lup
games, _

The {wo leaders will also
exchange views on easing ‘en-
sions on the Korean Penh -
la, according to the mink -y
officials,

Hashimoto is expected to
reaffiem his support for four-
nation talks, including South
Korea, North Korea, the Unit-
ed States and China, to re-
place an armistice accord
with a peace treaty. The pro-
posal was made at a meeting

between Kim and U.S. Presi- .

dent Bill Clinton: in April.

North Korea has yet to’

make a formal response to
the proposal.

Kim and Hashimoto will al-
50 probably discuss Japan's
ongoing attempts to improve
ties with Pyongyang,

Seou! has maintained that

any improvement of Tokyo-

Pyengyang relations should
be made only after North Ko-
rea shows a willingness to
promote peace on the Korean
Peninsula,

Tokyo decided last week to
extend $6 million in emergen-
¢y humanitarian assistance
through the United Nations to
CONTHULD O PAGE 4

Hashimoto to leave for South Korea

GONTINUED FROM PABE |

Noyth Korea, which is suffer-
Ing from severe food shortag-
es, Government officlals aaid
the decision will not cause a
problem because Tokyo con-
sulted Seoul before reaching

‘| the decision,

Unresolved issues the two

_hations face include Japan’s

wartime sexual slavery of
South Korean women and Ja-
pan’s attempt to establish an
exclusive economic zone in
the Sea of Japan, covering is-
lets claimed by both coun-
tries, :
Government officlals said
Hashimoto and Kim might
avoid full-scale discussions on
these sensitive issues because
the summil will be billed by
the two leaders as an occasion
to demonstrate their commit-

mient to a higher level of coop-.

eration.

Talk on history urged

SEOUL (Kycdo) South Ko-
rea's opposition parties urged
President Kim Young Sam on
Friday to discuss with Japa-
nese Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto the issues that re-
main followlng Jap-an's
1910-45 colonial rule, includ-
ing sexual slavery, in their
summit.talks Suniay. .

““Taking up only soft insues
such as the cohosting of the
2002 World Cup finals as the
agenda at the summit is not
the proper way to handle dip-
lomatic affairs,” said a
spokesman for the main oppo-

sition party, the National Con.
gress tor New Politics.
The second-fargest op

Democrats, aiso said the top

leaders of South Korea and ;

Japan should discuss in ear-
nest a broad range of Issues
at the summit meeting.

“1t is beyond our compre-

hension that major issues
such as the ‘comfort women’ ;
issue and the territorial dis-

pute on the Tok-do (Takeshi-
ma) islands were excluded
from the agenda for the sum-
mit meeting and are to be dis-
cussed at foreign miinisterial
talks,” a pariy spokesman
said. ,

The term *comfort wom-
en” is a euphemism used to
describe women, most of
thém from the Korean Penin-
sula, who were forced by the
Imperial Japanese Army to
provide sexual services to its
troops before and during
World War I1.

Eighteen legislators from
the Democratic Party, all be-
longing to a forum dedicated
to a revamping of South Kore-
an politics for the 21st centu-
rﬁ issued a statement on Ha-
shimolo’s upcoming visit to
South Korea,

“It is impossible to build up
truly cooperative reiations
between South Korea and Ja-
pan without Japan settling
the issues stemming from
wartime wrongdoings stiil
lef_td unresolved,” the forum
said.

5}
tion party, the United Liberal i
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Frotesta at embassy -~ Page 2
CHEJU ISLAND, South Ko-

rea (Kyode) South Korean

President Kim Young

Sam said Saturday that’

he 's the 2002 World
Cup “ceer finals, which
will we jointly hested by
South Korea and Japan,
will help both nations to
close the book on their
troubled history.

“I hope that we can grasp
this opportunity to shake off
the fetters of our past history
and while looking toward the
future build relations of muty-
ul cooperation and develop-
ment,” Kim told a welcome
banquet for Prime Minister
Ryutare Hashimoto,

Kim stressed the impor-
tance of having friendly rela-
tions with Japan, saying, “It
is far better to maintain clos-
er relations with a neighbor
than{ listant relative,” a
pres’ ntial spokesman gquot-
ed K. . as saying.

Speaking at the banquet,
Hashimoto said he hopes lo
discuss & broad array of is-
sues in formal summit talks
with Kim on Sunday. “I hogpe
that we will be able, through a
frank exchange of views, to
write a new page in South Ko-
rean-Japanese friendship and
regional peace and stability,"
he said.

Relations between Japan
and South Korea have iong
been rocky, haunted by Ja-
pan’s colonization of the Ko-
rean Peninsula from 1910 to
1945,

Unresolved postwar issues,
such as eompensation for Ko-
rean wommnen forced into sexu-
al slavery for Japanese
troops during the war and the
tendency of conservative Jap-
anese politicians to play down
wartime atrocities, have re-
1wegtedly refueted anti-Japa-
ese sentiment in South Ko-
‘ea. :

Korea. xvopopHoro
The two countries are algo
locked in a dispute over the
ownership of a group of islets
in the Sea of Japan, known in
Japanese as Takeshima and
in Korean as Tok-do.
Hashimoto, the first Japa-
nese Prime Minister to visit
South Korea since July 1994,
flew into the scenie isiand of-
Cheju earlier in the day.
Among those attending the
dinner party were Gong Ro
Myung and Yukihiko Ikeda,
the foreign ministers of South
Korea and Japan, Japanese
envoy lo Seoul Shintarg Ya-
mashita and South Korean en-
voy to Tokyo Kim Tae Zhee.
During an hour of talks af-
ter the banquet, Hashimoto
and Kim agreed to promote
bilateral exchanges in the
fields of sports and traditiona]
culture, officials said, )
Kim and Hashimoto agreed

to deepen mutual understand-
ing between the peoples of the
two countries by holding a
number of goodwill sporting
events. Details of the plan will
be worked out at working-ley-
el taiks.

The two leaders also agreed
that efforts will be made to
promote exchanges in the
field of traditional eculture
rather than mass culture in
view of the anti-Japanese sen-

timent among South Korean:

people.

The two leaders also ex-
pressed concern about Chi-
na’s nuclear testing and
agreed thal cloze relations
with China are important in
making China play 2 major
role in preserving peace and
stability in the Asia-Pacific
region.

Meanwhile, Korean media -

reports said Saturday tha_t_ Jg.

g Sam at a resort hotel In Cheju, South

pan will be advised today that
it should admit legal responsi-

“ bility and pay official com-

pensation to former “comfort

_women,”

The recommendation will
be made by Foreign Minister
Gong in a meeting with Ikeda,
but will not come up in Kim's
talks with Hashimoto, the re-
ports said.

“The meeting of foreign
ministers will discuss the
Japanese government's re-
sponsibitity wnder interna-
tionat law,* the Yonhap news
agency quoted a Korean for-
eign ministry official as say-
ing.

Gong will tell Tkeda that Ko-
reans strongly oppose a pri-
vate Japanese fund set up to
pay ‘‘consolation money” to
comfort women, the report
said.

PRIME MINISTER Ryutaro Hashimoto {left) delivers a speech Saturday during & welcome
dinner hosted by South Korean President Kim Youn
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HASHIMOTO PAYING VISIT

Seoul police protect J apane

SEQUL (Heuter) South Kore-
an police stepped up security
around the Japanese embas-
sy and other facilities with
links to Japan in Seoul on Sat-
urday fearing possible at-
tacks by dissident students
durlf’ . a visit by Japan's
primt-ininister.

“ ice have been rein-
ferced at the embassy and
other ‘areas where we think
students may attack or hoid-
protests at the time of the
-Japanese leader’s visit here,"
one official said,

Security was stepped up al-
50 in the port of Pusan, close

-to Kyushu, police said,

Ryutaro Hashimoto was to
hold a summit with South Ko-
rean President Kim Young
Sam in the southeri resort is-
land of Cheju on Saturday and
Sunday, _

Anti-Japanese Zroups and
dissident students in South
Korea have demanded com-

pensation from Tokyo for
“‘corp*~rt women,” the name
givg .0 the thousands gf
wor forced to serve as
pros._ates for soldiers of the
Imperial Japancse Army dur-
ing the Japan-China war and
World War It

In Cheju, former comfort
women and others staged a
rally just hours before Hashi-
moto was due (o arrive.

“Prime Minister Hashimo-
to must apologize and agree
to compensate us with gov-.
ernment funds,” said Kang
Soon-aie, 70.

&

6/.1} 14 Jm,l)mm*r'\'w

se embassy

KANG SOON-AfE, 70, (center), a former “o
during a rally Saturday in Cheju, South Korsa,
ro Hashimoto. meuten rHoTo
*'We protest against his vig- On Friday, on the eve of Ha-
-1t if he is not coming here to shimoto’s  visit, severa}
apologize and announce that

the Japanese government wilt
compensate us,"” she sajd.
Kang told Reuters that she
was forced at the age of 13 to
‘serve as a sex slave for the
Imperial Japanese Army.
Kang and about 50 other
South Koreans from across

the country joined the protest,

wearing arm bands and car-

rying banners,

groups gathered at a park in”

Seoul and demanded that To-
kyo sincerely apologize to the
women and for its atrocities
during its rule over the Kore-
&n Peninsula.

The aging women were
among about 500 protesters
from various anti-Japanese
organizations who rallied in

the park near the Japanese
embassy.

woman,” shouts unthlapaﬁm s

s

shortly before the arvival of Prime Minister

Animosity between Japan
and South Korea dates back
hundreds of years and period-
ically flares up in outbursts of
national emotion, most re-
cently in February during a
dispute over the ownership of
a cluster of tiny istands in the
Sea of Japan.

The dispute over the Tokdo
istands, known in Japan as
Takeshima, turned into a dip-
lomatie crisis that has since
simmered down.
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CHEJU ISLAND, South Ka-
rea -— Prime Minister
Ryutaro Hashimoto and
: Sauth Korean President
Kim Young Sam agreed
. Sunday that their nations
1 will make strong efforts
‘to realize the proposed
four-party talks aimed-at
promoting peace and sta-
bility on the Korean Pen-
insula, officials said.

During summit talks on the
. South Xorean resort island of
; Cheju, Hashimoto and Kim
i also agreed to step up efforis
i to develop “future-oriented”
! relgtions, especially on tha
; wecasion of the 2002
“Warld Cup soccer finals and
" through joint spocts, cultural

and academic exchanges ond
projects.

They agrzed to maintain
close coordination lo achieve
the ““‘commen goal” of joirily
ataging the Worid Cup finals,

_they said

'y .
. Kim and Hashimoto agresd
«that peace and stability on the
; Kerean Peninsula are imper-
i tant not only for East Asia ut
:.th- sntire world,

. Hashimoto reiterated Ja-

'fan':h:verwhelmh}g upport
or proposed four-party
talika, which would seek to se-
cure a permanent peace pact
to replace the armlistice
agreement for the 1950-5Y Ko-
rean War,

Kim and U5, President Bill
Clinton jointly proposed the
{our-way talks, involving the
twe Koreas with the United
States and China as media-
tors, in April during a summit
‘meeting on Cheju 1sland.

North Korea has not yet

J -~

MEE

PRIME MINISTER Ryularo
axchange
summlt teliks. arrHoTC

made any formal responze to
the proposal, indicating it will
deal only with the U.S, o dis-
cuss replacement of the armi-
stlce aceord.

Hashimoto reaffirmed that
the Japanese government will
atay in close comtact with the
South Korean government in
formulating policy toward
North Korea, the officials
said.

The leaders also shared the
common view that North Ke-
rea’s food shortage problem
iz a atructural one even
though it has been attributed

1 T a2

Mashimoto {ieft) and South Korean President Kim Young Sam
aitcgraphed soocer balls on Sundsy as & token of coopsration in cohosting the
2002 World Cup during a joint press conference on Cheju island; South Korsa, after their

* ol

parily to patural disasiers
such as massive floods last
summer, the officials said.
At a joint news conference
after the summit, Hashimoto
touched onthe issue of former
sex slave:s of the Imperial
Japanese Army, many of
whom were Koreans, and
said, “Nothing injured the
hopor and dignity of women
more than this and I wonld
like ts extend words of soul-
searching and apology from
the bottorn of my heart.”
Hashimoto alse touched on
other asperts of Japan's colo-

Hashimoto, Kin to work
to realize four-party talks

| Prime minister offers apology to former sex slaves

niat rule of the Korean Penin-
sula.

“For exampie, how peo-
ple’s names had to be
changed to Japanese names
was something I kmew noth-
ing about in school,”” he said.
*“The pain that has been in-
ficted on the Korean people
by that kind of act is beyond
imagination.”

A small group of South Ko-
rean women, including.two
former military “comfort
women" scuffled with riot po-

Y

Four-party talks put at top of agenda

CONTINWED FROM FASE

where the summit took place.
“Hashimoto, go hack to Ja-

pant” Shim Mi-ja, a former

sex slave, shouted as her

group tried to break through &

police roadblock and march

“The summit is meaning-
less unless the Japanese gov-
ernment apologizes and com-

tes us,’’ she said.

Asked abort a possible visit
by the Emperor to South Ko-
rea, Kimn said it would serve
as an occasion to confirm the
friendship of the two nations
and would have symbolic
meaning. But, he sad, “It is
important that ar atmos-
phere be created in whick
people of both nations wel-
come the visit, Whether the
visit will be realized earlier or
later depends on the efforts of
peopie of botk pations.”

Hashimoto said, “With the
joint hosting of the World Cup
as the impetus, I feel ress-
sured that we agresd to in-
crease our friendly ties
through close cooperation.”

Kim called the joint deci-
sion “desirable,” and said
that they agreed to make the
finals the most successful in
history through active coop-
eration.

In a move to deepen mutual
understanding and trust, the
leaders also agreed during
the summit to initizte work-
ing-evel talks to press ahead
with the establishment of a
consultative body to promote
youth exchange programs be-
tween the two counltries.

They agreed o promaote ex-
changes in the fieids of sports
and traditional arts, the offi-
cials said,

The leaders shared the
common view that joint stud-
jes on the history of the two
countries wili help improve
mutual understancding and

Iy date is desirable.

Hashimoto asked Kim to
visit Japan and Kim agreed,
the offictals said.

South Korean Foreign Min-
ister Gong Ro Myung ex-
pressed bope in his meeting
with Foreign Minister Yuki-
hike Theda that Japan would
setile the issue of wartinte sex
siaves for the benefit of the
women, offictals said.

Ikeda, who was accompa-
pying Hashimoto on his two-
day visit, explained the plan
by the Asian Women's Fund,

vate find, to pay consofation
money to former sex slaves.
Pointing to the demand by
support for former sex
slaves in South Korea for pay-
ment of official compensation
to the women and to a report
on the sex slave issue submit-
ted to the U.N. Human Rights
Commission, Gong expressed
hope that Japan will wark out
solutions to the issue that will
be acceptable to the former
sex slaves, the officials said.
Hashimoto and Kim also
agreed to continue negotia-
tiors oo drawing the territori-
al line hetween the two coun-
tries after establishicg each
country's 200-nautical-mmile
exclusive economic zone,
based on bifateral consulta-
tions the two leaders had dur-
ing an AsztaE;Et?-ope suramit.
During the foreign minis-
ters’ meating, Ikeda and
Gong pledged efforts to quiet-
iy foster solutions to the 200-
nadical-mile zome issues hy
keeping in mind the tertitors-
al dispuie over a group of is-
lets in the Sea of Japan, the
officials said
A diplomatic row over the
ma in Japan and Tok-do in
South Korea, flared up when
South Korea’s plan to build 2
wharf on the islets became
public eariier this year.

Japan responded by renew- |

ing its claim to the isiets.

The islets fall within both
countries” zones, but Japan
ard Seuth Korea have agreed
to negotiate a new fisheries
pact separately from the ter-
ritorial dispute.

Hashimoto, the first Japa-
nese prime miniser to visit
South Korea since July 1994,
returoed to Tokye Sunday af-
termoon.

Meet termed ‘historic’

CHEJY ISLAND, South Kerea
{Kypodo) A sepior South Korean
official said Simday that the
weekend South Korea-Japan
summit meeting was “histor-
ic” and indicated what the
heads of the two couritries can
do to promnote frieadly and co-
operative bilateral relations.

“The two leaders got to-
gether witk a certain sense of
purpose o forge personal rap-

ani seek ways to slevate
pilateral relations to a2 new
level, especially in cchosting
_the 2002 World Cup seceer §-
aals,” said Yoo Chong Ha, se-
mior presidential secretary
for diplomatic and security
affairs.

Yoo said Hashimato’'s re-
marks made in the joint press
conference on the issue of for-
wmer wartime sex slaves may
be seen as progress from the
previous Japanese stance.

lice near the Cheju hotel the formation of a jeint study
CONTIVER ON PARE 3 group on the matter at anear-
T s T e et
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CZECHS BUILT MIND-CONTROL LAB

N. Koreans used POWs for drug tests

.- WASHINGTON (AP) Several
‘en American servicemen

Laken prisoner in the Korean
War may have been used as
‘laboratory specimens” in
military drug tests in North
Korea and then executed, ac-
cording to a formerly secret
U.S. report made public
Thursday.

The report dated April 27,
'|-1992, indicated U,S. Air Force
intelligence officials firgt
learned of the atleged pro-
Eram in Sept. 1990 while de-
briefing an unidentified U.S.
intelligence source on Soviet
techniques on Ainterrogating
POWSs. .

“During the Korean War, a
Soviet and Czech drug-testing
program utilized American
and other United Nations

OWs as laboratory speci-

-ns,"” the report stated,
™At the conclusion of the

sting program a number of
American POWs were execut-
ed,” it added. *“The individu-
als were executed to preclude

public exposure of the infor-
mation.”

The report indicated the ex-
periment program’s “prima-
Iy objective was to develop
methods of modifying human
behavior and destroying psy-
chelogical resistance.”

Copies of the report were

made public by Rep. Robert
Dornan at a House hearing
that focused on other issues
involving Korean War POWs
and MIAs,

In 4 note attaclied to the re-
pert, Lt. Gen, James R. Clap-
per, Jr., then director of the
Pentagon’s Defense Intelli-
gence Agency, or DIA, wrote
that his agency had exten-
sively investigated the infor-
mation provided by the un-
identified source,

“Information uncovered by
DIA indicates that up to ‘sev-
eral dozen' unwilling partici-
pants in this program may
have been executed upon its
conclusion in North Korea,"”
Clapper wrote. “The purpose
of this program was to devel-
op comprehensive interroga-
tion techniques involving
medical, psychological and
drug-induced behavior modi-
fication.”

‘The report did not indicate
what kinds of drugs were
used.

Clapper’s note suggested
that discovery of the experi-
ments may not have been
shared with Congress.

He wrote that while intelli-
gence reports concerning
American POWs normally

are distributed to the State
Department and other gov-

6/)—) 26 IQT)O/WTT nae

ernment agencies as well as
to congressional panels, he
had shared this one only with
the top two officials of the De-
fense Department because
*the attached intelligence re-
port could seriously impact
ongoing foreign policy activi-
ties of the United States gov-
ernment."” :

Clapper described the
source of the information as
reliable,

“The source was well
placed in that he personally
Saw progress reports on the
work in North Korea that
were forwarded to top leader-
ship in the Czech Central
Committee and Ministry of
Defense,” he wrote, suggest-
ing that the source was Czech.

“He remains a very sensi-
tive source who has provided
rveliable information to the
U.S. inteiligence community
for many yoars,” Clapper
wrote,

The report revealed the
source had been a reliable
U.S5. intelligence souree for
more than 20 years and that
he took a lie detector exam
that showed “no deception.”

Sometime in 1991 the DIA
special office for prisoners of
war and missing in action was
informed of what the air force
had learned about the POW

drug testing. The DIA then
called en various intelligence
agencies, including the CIA,
to try to verify it.

The former Czech inteili-
Bence service provided a re-
port on the matter in March
1992, which did not corrobo-
rate the specifics of the drug

s 2o E O T T R
L L ST PR E R P RP NS DOt F T FATIPHES S SE Y

experimentation and execu. :
tions bul confirmed key ele- .
ments of the story, such ag

the existence and location of
the Czech and Soviet facilities
in North Korea allegedly used
in the experiments.

Also confirmed were the
identities, placement and ac-
cess of several Czechs identj-
fied by the source as having
participated in the experi-
mentation. )

The alleged testing was
done in a hospital in North
Korea built by the Czechs, the
report indicated. The resuits
were analyzed in Prague by
the Central Military Hospital

‘and the Czech Air Force Re-

search Instituto,

At the request of the CIa,
the Czech inteliigence service
looked into the matter, appar-
ently in 1992, and confirmed
that physicians identified by
the U.S. source had worked in
the Czech hospital in North
Korea were the teats alleged-
ly were done.
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Bill calls for investigation
of ‘comfort women’ issue

More than 20 lawmakers
submitted a bill to the Upper
House on Thursday calling on
the government fo set up a
body to investigate details
concerning former “comfort
women,” forced to provide
sex for the Imperial Japanese
Army before and during
World War 11,

Under the bill, the officia]
team will investigate how,
when and where brothels
were built; how the Imperial
forces were invelved in the
management of the brothels;
and how the sex slaves were
recruited and transferred to
the brothels.

The team will also investi-
gate the number and the na-
tionality of these women,

But it remains unclear
whether the bill will win Diet
approval, since most of the 26
supporters of the bill are from
minor parliamentary groups
and do not include members
of the ruling camp in the 252-
member House of Councilors,

The bill has been submitted

at a time when some Japa-
nese politicians continue to
deny the Imperial army was
involved in organizing broth-

_els. The government acknowl-

edged the nation’s involve-
ment in 1993

“In a bid to promote friend-
ly relations with our Asian
neighbors, we need to conduct
further investigations and un-

veil the truth,”* said Shoji Mo-

tocka, a member of the par-
liamentary group Shinryoku-
hu-kai, and the proposer of
the bill.

“And based on the facts, we
should think what to do as Di-
et members,”’ Motooka said.

Motooka said the govern-
ment’s previous investiga-
tions, which were reported in
July 1992 and August 1993, are
“far from being enough to
grasp the full view of the sex
slavery issue.”

Motooka went on to say that
the government-initiated
Asian Women’s Fund should
delay its plan to start distrib-
uting ‘““consolation money" to
some 300 former comfort

women in Sovuth Korea, the
Philippines and Taiwan this

summer until a thorough in--

vestigation is completed.

- "“We do not oppose the aim
of the fund, but further inves-
tigation should be made be-
cause otherwise, the fund will
be at a loss aver what to do
with other former sex
slaves,” Motooka said.

The investigation will be
<onducted over the next two
years and its results will be

. reported to the prime minis-

ter. Motooka explained that a
total of ¥220 miilion should be
put aside from the govern-
ment’s budget to conduct the
investigation.

Given that the current Diet
session ends June 19, deliber-
ations on the bilt will be con-
tinued in an extraordinary
session of the Diet, which is
expected to be convened in
October, Motooka said.

He added that he wiil con-
tinve ecalling for other law-
fekers to back the calls for
an investigation.
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;Textks walk fine line to pa screening

Atrocities are discussed but ‘military force’ in reference to SDF is edited
ry

By HHROSHI YAMAGIWA
Sl wier

Mention of “militacy com-
fort women” is fino, but the

Seli-Defense Forces atiil must -

not be described as & “mijli-
tur{m!nrca" in history text-
books,

Thiz year's screening by
the Education Minlstry,
which covored junior high
school Lexthooks, followed t
recent trend of lonlent de-
acriptions of atrocities com-
mitted by the Japanese dur-
ing World War (1 while ve-
malning #*d on lssves con-
cerningi’ 20t government
views antrpolicies.

A critle in the textbook in-
dustry says the leniency
comes from the government’s
intention not Lo provoke Aslan
nelghbors as Japan increas.
ingly dispatches SDF troops
on overseas poacekeeping
wmissions,

‘The ministry on Thursdaz
unveiled 106 junior hig

scheol textbooks, Inchuding 23 -

on social studies, that passed
its screening and will be used
next spriig.

All textbooks for elementa-
ry, junior high and high
schools must be screened and
agpmved every four years,
The Textbook ‘Authorization
Research Council and minis-
try officials are involved in
the process. The council is
made up of teachers and
scholars appointed by the
minisiry.

References to “‘military
comfort women™ - a Japa-
nese cuphemism for women
from the Korean Peninsula
and enuniries who were
forced wide sex for Im-
pertal J&y ese troops — will
be included in alt seven histo-
ry lextbooks, four civics text-
books and two geography
texthooks.

The term appears for the
first time in junior high text-
books. High school texts al-
ready include 1.

Obe of the authocized text-

books says: “(The Japanese,

government) forced women
to go with the army as ‘com-
fort women' and treated them
badly.” The senlence appears
in a section on ie'slife
during the war™ snd follows
descriptions of the forced la-
bor censcription of Kore-
ans and Taiwanese.

Two books carry a photo of
former Korean comfort wom-
en demanding compensation
from the Japanese govern-
ment in 2 demonstration,

Not one of the books ex-
plains  what “cemtort’*
meany. One editor altribules
the iack of explanation to the
limited space in the book and
the different levels of sex edu-
cation al individual schools,
The ministry did not order
elaboration, the editor eaid.

The ministey did instruct
editors ta Marify the topic on
two counts: thal demands for
compensation have been
made on an individual baraia,
not 2t the governmental jev-

‘el; and the number of women

foreed Inte stavery must not
be specificd becanse lh_e_rfli)E
ures are wider dispule,
instruction follows the cur-
rent government position.

People on the sido of the
vietims welcome the inclu-
sion of the subject.

"1 think {his ls good news,”
sald Lee Munja, 2 Tol
dent supporting Song 8hin Do,
a Korean resident of Japan
who Is demanding compensa-
tion and formal apology from
the 5ovemment in litigation

on her experlence a5 a
comfort woman,

- Song wants young Japanese
to learn how she was involved
in the sex slavery, according
to Lee.

But Lee said the Jack of ex-

planation s regrettabie.

Masap Wada, secretary
§emral of the government-
nitizsted Asian Women’s
Fund, also welcomed the ref-
erence in textbooks, saying it
is part of the soul-searching
by the government and the
people. The fund is collecting
donations {0 pay consolation
money, not compensation, to
the victims.

Some conservative paliti-
clans, on the other hand, criti-
cize the texts,

“Texthook  publishers
should consider what bad in.
fluence it will have on junior
high school kids if you teach
them about ‘comfort wornen,’
who did not axist,' Seisuke
Chuno said, :

Okuno is a former Educa-
tion Minister and leader of a
recently formed group of 116
Liberal Democrats in the Diet
who oppose “‘masochistic”
views on historical issues,

While ““feellng sorry” for
women who he claims had
competling reasons to serve
at titution Facilities, Oku-
no Insists that they were none-
theless engaged in commer-
eial acts and were not victims
of organized rape by the gov-

rnment

€ .
“I hope the Education Min-

o resl-

istry and textbook publishers :

will deal better with the fs.
sue,” he said.

The pros epd cons aside,
new textbooks include de-
seri of Japan's wrong-
doings in the war and of de-
mands for compensation that
would not have passed the
screening before, some edi-
tors gaid.

One history lextbook
carries for the first lime a col-
umn Introducing how Singa-
pore and other Southeast
Aslan countries’ textbooks de-
scribe Japanese aggression.

Nobuhiko Shinkal, 2 junior
high school teacher who
wrote this portion, said this
would oot have been allowed
in the earfy 1980s.

One editor for a history
textbook recalls that no sub-
ject matter was rejected, and
the minisiry only instrucled
suthors to describe both sides
of arguments and include the
government position.

Tormer sax slave demanding
SATOKO XAWASAKI PHOTG

But Yoshifumi Tawara,
secretary general of the text-
boek seclion at the Japan
Federation of Publishing
Workers" Unions, views the
leniency on war issues in a
different light,

H inspected textbooks in-
vile criticism from Asian
neighbors, Tawara sald, “[t
wauld run counter to the goy-
ernment policy to promote
dispatching the SDF overseas
for peacekeeping missions
and to become the leader of
Asia.”

According to Tawara, gince
the early 1990s, the ministry
has placed emphasis during
the screening not on past

SEVEN HISTORY TEXTBOOKS for Junior high schoole that
screening incluse references to “mil

- thon from the Jap

deeds but on current key is-
sues that are closely related
to government views and peli-
cles, iuch ag the SD&' ama}gt;
dcekeeping operations,
f:e de raclgsnatlonnl anthem
and flag. The ministry has
never yielded aninch on these
issues, he said.

On national defense, the
ministry indicated three
points that must be clearly
written: every country has
the right 1o ‘:elt-d:ifem:f;f ev-
ery couniry iz making effocts
In national defense; and Ja-
pan’s SDF is serving to pro-
tect the security of the coun-
try. Six of the seven textbools
on clvies did not mention the

have pnu& e lateat government
Hary comfort women.” The opened book has a phota of

governmant.

first two in drafts and altered
or added descriptions later.
For instance, the drafts of
some books said, “The gov-
ernment elaims sovereign
countries have the right lo
self-defense,” The ministry
ardered authors to delete “the
government claims” because
the right is a sell-evidont
tristh, Itaru Takashio, chief of

the ministry's textbook sec-

tion, told reporters,

On SDF participation in
U.N.-sponsered peacekeeping
gperations, the ministry or-
dered a change in the conelu-
sive phrase in one textbouvk:
‘', .. the overseas disprich of
troops stirred a controversy.”

In describing the dispateh
ihe {exibook originally used
the word "hahel,” whith can
be Interpreted as dispatching
troeps for combat missions.
The moditted version says,
“dispatched the SDF." using
a tnore neutral word, “hak-
en”

SDF personnel have been
sent on peucekceping mis-
sions since 1992,

The textbook's editor still

manraged o include the word
“troopa” by cifing the domes- °

te and forclgn ecliiciam that

“regards the mission a5 a dis- .

patch of troeps,”

Explainlng the buildup of
the SDF, one history textbook
originally sald, “The police
reserve force . . . was reorga-
nized and expanded as the
SDF in 1954 and has grown in-
Lo 2 new Japanese military
force,"”

The ministry told the editor

that the description is mis- -
leading regarding the nature |

of the SD¥. The portlon was

et B L 5 AR A T AP A i % o T S R A e VAR T

changedto ™. . . has grownin- -

to something identical to mili-

tary forces in terms of capa- °

biiities."”

Takashle sald military fore-
es, “guntai” in Japanese, are
something other than the *

SDF, referring to the war-re-
nouncing Article 9 of the Con-
stitution. But he could not de-
fine military forces.

Interpretation on whether
the existence of the SDF vio-
lates Article 9 has been divid-
ed. S50 the ministry's Instruc.
tion on the wording in 2 way
reflects the SDF's ambiguous
status,

Yet the new history text-

comes closer to-reality

than thuse in current use,

which do not liken the SDF to

military forces in a similar
context,

g bt o
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Chinese former sex slaves to testify

YOKOHAMA (Kyodo) Tweo Chi-
nese’ women who were forced
to serve as sex slaves by the
Japanese army half 4 century
ago will testify July 19 in
court in their damages suit
against the Japanese govern-
ment,

It will be the first appear-
ance in a Japanese trial of
Chinese “comfort women,"
the euphemistic term used in
Japan to refer to the women,

The women, Liu Mianhuan
and Li Xiumei, both 69 and
from Shanxi Province, fited a
suit with the Tokyo District
Court against the govern-
ment, seeking payment of ¥20
million each in damages and
the publication of an apology.

After arriving on July 15,
the two will testify about how

they were conscripted by the

Ymperial Japanese Army dur-
ing World War I1 and taken to

frontline brothels to work as
prostitutes for Japanese sol-
diers.

The lawsuit is one of a num-
ber of suits brought by former
sex slaves and other wartime
vietims against the Japanese
government,

The government refuses to
pay individual compensation,
saying it already has settled
the issue through interstate
negotiations.
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‘Government won’t punish Okuno

The government Wednes-
day ruled out taking mea-
sures against legislator Sei-
suke Okuno, who has repeat-
edly insisted that the wartime
sex slavery of Asian women
for Japanese troops was a
for,m of “commercial activi-
ty.”
“If he had taken a govern-
ment post, it would be a mat-
ter of course to take mea-
sures,” parliamentary Depu-
ty Chief Cabinet Secretary
Kazo Watanabe said, adding,
however, that as he is a Diet
member, his remarks should
be handled carefully.

Watanabe said the govern-
Jnent is paying attention to

iticism from some Liberal
‘memocratie Party colleagues
about Okuno’s remarks. Two
senior LDP members, Hiro-
mu Nonaka and Shizuka Ka-
mei, on Tuesday rapped the
remarks.

Watanabe met the press in
the place of Chief Cabinet
Secretary Seiroku Kajiyama;
recent amendments to the
Cabinet Law allow him to do
S0,

Okuno, 82, an LDP member
of the House of Representa-
tives, was dismissed in May
1988 as National Land Agency
chief over remarks in the
Parliament that Japan's ac-

]
i

tions in China did not consti-
tule a war of aggression.
Okuno, also a former edu-
cation minister and: justice
minister, said at a June 4
news conference that the so-
called comfort women simply
responded to recrultment in
;;acts of commercial activi-
es-!,

South Korea’s Foreign Min-
istty on Monday ériticlzed
Okuno for having made such
‘‘anachronistic’” remarks
that Seoul said gloss over and
distort the essence of the is-
sue,

The ruling New Korea Par-

ty also issued a statement in -

response to Okuno’s remarks,
expressing deep regret and
urging the Japanese govern-
menl to clarify its stance on
the issue.

Okuno -is also head of a
league formed by 116 legisla-
tors from the LDP, eriticizing
school textbooks that they
claim pertray the former (m-
perial Japanese Army nega-
tively, specifically calling for
the deletion of all references
to the “‘comfort women."

- The LDP is the largest par-
ty in the ruling coalition,
which also includes the Social
Democratic Party and New
Party Sakigake.
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