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Fund to initially offer
redress to Filipinos

A government-iniliated
fund will offer former sex
slaves from the Philippines at
least ¥2 million in consclation
money gach, ahead of sirmllar
payments to their counter-
parts in South Korea and Tai-
wan, government sources
said Friday.

The Aslan Weomen’s Fund
made the decision amid the
strong reluctance of former
“‘comfort women” in South
Korea and Taiwan to accept
the money, the sources said.

The fund plans to pay aboul

300 surviving former sex
slaves no less than ¥2 million
cach beginning this summer,
accompanied by a letler of
apology from the Japanese
government for forcing them
into sexual slavery for the Im-
perial Japanese Army before
and during World War 1.
_ The former sex slaves in
Taiwan and South Korea have
demanded compensalion
from the Japanese govern-
ment, not from the private
fund.

One Filipino victim, Maria
Rosa Luna Henson, said in
Manila on Thursday she is
willing to accept the money
from the fund,

She said three other former
sex slaves among the 46 Fili-
pino women who filed a class
action suit against the Japa-
nese government have told
her they are also willing to ac-
cept the money.

Separately, the Foreign
Ministry has offered to pro-
vide ¥700 million in medical
and welfare ald over the next
10 years for the 300 Asian
women forced into sexual
sle:;ery, government sources
sala.

Ex-sex siave angry

A Korean resident of Japan.
who is suing the government
for its practice of wartime
sexual slavery expressed an-
ger Friday over the govern-
ment-initiated Asian Wom-
en’s Fund’s plan to pay conso-
lation money to 300 of the for-
mer ‘‘comfort women.”

At a meeting after a court
hearing, Song Sin Do, 73, who
lives in Miyagi Prefecture,
demanded the fund scrap its .
plan te pay *no less than ¥2
million’’ each to the South Ko-
rean, Taiwanese and Filipino
women, calling it “unfathom-
able” and “shameful.”

“Just scattering the money
won't heal our wounds,” Song
said before aboul %0 people
who gathered at the meeting.
“The government should
ﬁf)ologize as soon &s possi-

e.!l

Song stressed that she will
not accept any money unless
the government clearly ad-
mits its responsibility and
makes a sincere apology first.

Friday's hearing marked
the end of the plaintiff’s initial

argument. From the next
hearing, which is scheduled
for Nov. 1, the eourt will start
questioning Song about the
specifics of her case, glving
her an opportunity to recount
her experience as a military
comfort woman.

“You should listen to my
story in court,” Song said.
“1'm not lying. What kind of
benefit would 1 get by lying?"”
" Song filed the sult with the
Tokyo District Court in April
1993, seeking an officlal apolo-
gy from the government.

According te the lawsuit,
Song was sent from Pyong-
yang to China in 1938 and was
forced to provide sex to Japa-
nese soldiers for seven years
unti! Japan lost the war in
1845,

Tomoko Watanabe, an at-
torney representing Song in
the civil case, said preparing
for the trial will invelve a lot
of mental pain and stress for
the plaintiff.

“We would like to prepare
well before the next hearing
s0 our client can talk thor-
oughly about her experienc-
es,”’ Watanabe said. “But we
know it will be very difficult,

-because victims of sexual

crimes often feel accused
even when they go through
mock cross-examinations by
their own lawyers.”

Song seeks Y120 million in
compensation from the gov-
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