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Sex slave pay

to
P

in
ppines

L ]
A government-initiated

hili

pri-
issuing

payments to

wartime sexual slavery for

Japanese soldiers while vic-
tims from South Korea and

Filipino women forced into
Taiwan continue o

vate fund will begin

compensation

pposing the

project, fund officials said

Tuesday.
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Prime Minister Ryutaro Ha-

shimoto.
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Women’s rights plan is promised
The govern'méﬁt formally decided Wednesday to draw up

a new action plan before the end of the year to promote sex-
ual equality, following the recommendations of anofficlal

. advisorybody, - .o . L i .
~ The panel, headed by journalist Yoko Nuita, submitted a

report to Prime Minister Ryutare Hashimoto on July 30 call-
ing for legislation and other steps to combat sex discrimina-

~ tloninJapanese soclety during the period up to 2005.

Hashimoto endorsed the repott’s objectives; saying, “cre-

. atihg a society that enables men and women to jointly par-

ticipate in its shaping is one of our most important policy is-
sues.” . . . . ‘

. The l;t;gort says the governmient “should 'exPedite study-
ing a basic law to premuote realizing a society in which men

_and wornen jointly take part” to meet quickiy changing so-
cietal needs.

€/e96 T

Seoul says no
to sex slave
fund request

SEQUL (Kyodo) Scuth Korea
has rejected requests by a
.| Japanese government-initiat-
|| ed fund to make public a list
of surviving South Korean
women forced into wartime
sexual slavery for Japanese
troops, a Foreign Ministry of-
ficia! said Wednesday.

Members of the Japanese
group asked for a list of sur-
viving former sex slaves, eu-
‘phemistically - called “com-
fort wornen” in Japan, so that
the fund could directly con-
tact the women to offer them
compensation of ¥2 million
each.

. ““The government’s position
is not_to cooperate with any
request by the Asian Wom-
en's Fund for Peace until a
consensus is built between the
| victims and their fsu'pport
groups, and Japan's fund offi-
cials,” the Foreign Ministry
official said.
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