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Procedure for Application and Documents To Be Submitted

Asian Women’s Fund (AWF)

Recipients of the Money for Atonement from the Japanese People

Those who suffered as “wartime comfort women” and survived as of 19 J uly 1995

(the date of the establishment of the Asian Women’s Fund) and, if deceased since the
aforementioned date, a representative of the bereaved family (namely, spouse and
childreri) shall be eligible for application, subject to the specified identification
procedures to be qualified as eligible.
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Procedure for Application

Pleasé fill out and sign the attached form “Application and Agreement of
Acceptance,” and mail it to the AWF P.O. Box.

Upon the request of the Japanese Government, the Philippine Government will
assist in the identification process. The AWF, upon receiving the above-mentioned

forms from you, will submit them to the Department of Justice of the Philippine
Government.

The AWF shall notify you of the submission of your “Application and Agreéement of
Acceptance” form to the Department of Justice. Upon receiving the notification,
please contact the Department of Justice, which will conduct your identification.

The Department of Justice will conduct the identification procedure by examining the

- submitted documents and by interviewing you.

Those who are properly identified will be informed of the subsequent procedures.

Documents To Be Sabmitted

Please submit the following documents together with your “Application and
Agreement of Acceptance” fom:

(1) Birth Certificate,
(2) Latest photo (2°x2”) with the signature affixed on the back,

et Doy B b s e 1 e s n
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| (3) Detailed axplanation of the circumstances mvolved in your suffering

(pleass sign the document to confirm the content of the explanation),

(4) Affidavit from a local govemmen: official certifying the circumstances of your

“claim, and

” (5) Any other documents to Support your claun, i.e., endorsement of NGO or any

other disinterested persons, eic.

-AWF’s‘Address and Telephone Number
_ Maﬂmg Addrws Postal Box Office No. 4704

Makati Central Post Office
1287 Makati City, Philippines

‘ Phone Number: 896-82-68

(10-12 am. and 2-5 p.m., except on. Saturdays, Sundeys and
holidays)

Period of Application

The period of application is fivé years from August 13, 1996.
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Application and Agreement of Acceptance

MR. BUNBET HARA
President
Asian Women’s Fund (AWF)

Sir,

I, the undersigned, hereby voluntarily express my intention to accept the money for
atonement from the Japanese people in accordance with the procedures set up by the
Asian Women’s Fund.

- (Place) (Date)
(Name)
(Signature)
Address:
Telephone Number: :
Date of Birth: Age:

Name, Address, and Telephone Number of Contact Person:

Summary of circamstances of my suffering (Period, Place, Etc.)
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- Ang Asian Women's Fund (4WF) ay rasghahandog ng satapi bilang pagpapahayag
ng taos-pusong pagsisisi ng mga mamamayan ng hapsang Hapon upang matugunan ang
aming moral na pananagutan sa mga kababaihang dumsnas ng pagdurusa bilang mga
comfori woinen noong penahon ng digmaan. Isang libam ang ipapadala mula sz Punong
Minjstro ng bansang Hapones para doou sa mpa tatanggap ny nasabing halaga, Ang
privacy ng bawat tatanggap ay pangangalagasn ng Fumd,

. . Ang,karnpatdapa'l na turnanggap: Ang mga dating comfor! women na buhay pa
‘ bago lumipas ang ika-19 ng Hulyo 1995 (ang :
eraw ng pagkakatatay sa AWF) at, kung i
' namayapa na magmuis ¢a nasabing araw,
isang kinatawan ng pamilya (ang kabiyak o
kaya'y anak ng yumaong dating comfor?
womar), na sasailalim 33 maayos at
- kainamang pamamaraan vpang kilalaning

A, gayon, ay masaring mag-apply. ~,§

i z
; Panahon ng Aplikasyon: Limang taon magmula noong 13 August 1396 ;
Saan Masaring Mag-Usisa: Telepono: 896-82-68 3

(10-12 ng umaga at 2-5 ng hapon, maliban sa mga
araw ng Sabado, Linggo, at s2 mga itinakdang araw ng
\ bakasyon) -
. Postal Box Qffice No. 4704 ‘ !
. , Mauokati Central Post Office :
) Makati City, Philippines

Ang makakatugon sa mga pasabing pamantayan para doon sa mga manaring
fumanggap ay pinapakiusapang kumuba ng application forms sa pamamagitan ng paglawag
sa numero ng telepono na nakasazd sa pabayag na ito, at ipadala ang mga natapos na

" application forms s nabanggit na P.O. Box Number sa loob ng panshon ng aplikagyorn.

BUNBE] HARA
Pangualo :
Asizn Women's Fund i
at dating Panguio §
Howse of Councillors
Japarese Diet

Arg, Asian Wosen's Fund, 53 peiciipatulangan sa Pamahalaan 3t tmga momemavan g bansang Hapor ay nagutagpoved og mea
pagsiciiap (na katuind ng paghahandog ng stiept at pephlegd ng tawad o mgs mamamaysog Hapones bilang pagoapebayag oo os-
puson paptitiel, a1 ng g pantilong B2 programa pi sa papsvkoes o usdping peng-Kepakaoen ot perg-medikel) vpeng mugunan
| 05 mwral 03 penianaguen sa mgh kabebeilion swpdess bilaog mas dating comfbrs women acong panshon ng dizasn.
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United Nations Subcommission on the Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities

Forty-eighth session

Agenda item 15 - Contemporary forms of slavery
14 August 1996 p.m.

Statement by Max Kern, International Labour Office

——

Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Pt o Wbl § ok o 36

This morning the expert Ms. Gay McDougall presented on behalf of the Spscial
Rapporteur, Ms. Linda Chavez, a summary of the preliminary report she has submitted
regarding an in-depth study on systematic rape, sexual slavery and slavery-like practices during
wartime, including internal armed conilict. In her statement, Ms. Gay McDougall indicated that
in its report to the International Labour Conference, 83rd Session, 1996, 1 quote 1

“The Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations
considered whether Japan violated the 1930 Forced Labour Convention during and prior i
to World War iI. The Comimittee noted that the Convention was in force for Japan during 3
that period. The Committee determined that the allegations of gross human rights abuses
including sexual abuse of women in the “comfort stations” fell within the prohibitions
contained in the Forced Labour Convention, and characterized such conduct as sexual
slavery in violation of the Convention.”

il PR

Referring to Ms. Gay McDougall’s statement, another expert of the Subcommission,
Mr. R. Hatano, queried the findings of the Committee of Experts on the Application of
Conventions and Recommendations.

On the basis of a resolution adopted by the Eighth Session of the International Labour
Conference in 1926, the Comumittee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and
Recommendations was given responsibility for regular supervision of the observance by member
States of their obligations under ratified 11O Conventions. Appointments to the Committee are
made in a personal capacity among completely impartial persons of technical competence and
independent standing. They traditionally include former Presidents of the highest judicial E
authorities of their countries, former Judges of the International Court of Justice and law :
professors drawn from all parts of the world, including Japan, in order that the Committee may
enjoy first-hand experience of different legal, economic and social systems. The Committee’s
fundamental principles are those of independence, impartiality and objectivity in noting the
extent to which the position in each State appears to conform to the terms of the Conventions
and the obligations accepted under the ILO Constitution.

AL AW FEl e

The Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29), was ratified by Japan in 1932. In its report
to the 83rd Session of the International Labour Conference, the Committee took note of
observations of the Osaka Fu Special English Teachers’ Union (OFSET) dated 12 June 1995,
concerning the application of the Convention during the years prior to the Second World War
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and during that war. The allegations referred to-gross human rights abuses and sexual abuse of

women detained in so-called tilitary “comfort stations”. The Committee noted that this falls
within the prohibitions contained in the Convention,

In h;s siatcment quéryiflg"lhe findings of the ILO Conunittee of Experts, Mr. Hatano
argued that the Convention excepts from its scope labour required in the event of war. In this

* connection, it may be noted that under Atticle 2 of the Convention,

“for the purposes of this Convention the term "forced" or “compulsory labour" shall not
inctiide:

(8) any wark or service exacted in virtue of compulsory military service laws for work
of a purely military character;

(d) ~any work or setvice cxacted in cases of emergency, that is to say, in the event of war
or of a calamity or threatened calamity, such as fire, flood, famine, earthquake,
violent epidemic or-epizootic diseases, invasion by animal, insect or vegetable pests,
and in general any circunistance that would endanger the existence or the well-being
of the whole or part of the population;

In paragraph 36 of its 1979 General Survey on the Abolition of Forced Labour, the
Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations summed up its
constant practice regarding the latter exception, concerning emergencies. I quote

“36. The Conventions exempts from its provisions "any work or service exacted in

‘cases of emergency, that is to say, in the event of war or of a calamity or threatened calamity,
‘such as fire, flood, famine, earthquake, violent epidemic or epizootic diseases, invasion by

animal, insect or vegetable pests, and in general any circumstance that would endanger the
existence or the well-being of the whole or part of the population”. The concept of emergency
— as indicated by the enumeration of examples in the Convention — involves a sudden,
unforeseen happening calling for instant counter-measures. To respect the limits of the exception
prov:ded for in the Convention, the power to call up labour should be confined to genuine cases
of emergency. Moreover, the duration and extent of compulsory service, as well as the purpose
for which it is used, should be limited to what is strictly required by the exigencies of the
situation. The Comumittee, in exagtining reporis from countries bound by the Convention, is

accordingly concerned to satisfy itself that both law and practice with regard to the exaction of
work or service in cases of emergency remain within these limits.”

Finally, it may be noted that under Article 25 of the Forced Labour Convention,

“The illegal exaction of forced or compulsory labour shall be punishable as a penal
offence, and it shall be an obligation on any Member ratifying this Convention to ensure that
the penalties imposed by law are really adequate and are strictly enforced.”

1 thank you, Mr. Chaitman.
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14 August 1996
Statement by JAPAN on ITEM 15

Thank you, Mr, Chairman.

i wou!d like to provide some information on recent development of the activities of
the Asian Womens Fund and the relevant measures taken by the Government of Japan

on the issue known as "wartime comfort women", that happened after the last Working

Group on Contemporary Forms of Slavery held on 17 - 26 June this year.

First of af, it is my great pleasure to announce that today, 14 August 1996, the
Asian Women's Fund offered the atonement money in the amount of 2 million yen, or

approximately US$ 20,000, to the former comfort women in the Philippines.

At the same time, they have received the letter from Prime Minister Ryutaro
HASHIMOTO. The letter says: '

"As Prime Minister of Japan, | thus extend anew my most sincere apologies and
remorse to all the women who underwent immeasurable ang painful experiences and
suffered incurable physical and psychological wounds as comfort women.

We must not evade the weight of the past, nor should we evade our responsibilities
for the future.

| believe that our country, painfully aware of its moral responsibility, with feelings of
apology and remorse, should face up squarely to its past history and accurately convey it

to future generations.”

‘The Government of Japan has also decided to provide approximately 700 mitlion
yen, or approximately US$ 7 million, in total, out of the national budget for the medical and

welfare support projects of the Asian Women's Fund. These projects will be realized in




consultation with the governments and organizations of the countries concerned, fully

taking info account the actual circumstances of the former "wartime comfort women®.

Furthermare, attaching great importance to the school education program on this
issue, the Government of Jépan is Intensifying its efforts so that the young generation can
cortestly understand the facts of modern and contemporary Japanese history. Now most

of high school textbooks contain reference to the issue of “comfort women”, and all junior

high schoof textbooks will do so from the next school year.

In addition to these measures relating to the issue of "comfort women", the Asian
Women's Fund is contributing to the solution of contemporary issues on the Human Rights
of women. The Government of Japan provides financial contribution for those activities of

the Asian Women's Fund, recognizing the importance of these issues.

Mr. Chairman and the distinguished members of the Sub-Commission,

The Government of Japan has been taking these steps carefully listening to the
opinions expressed by the members of this Sub- Commtss:on ! hope - that the Sub-
Comimission will duly take into account these sincere efforts made by the Asian Women's

Fund, the Government of Japan, and the Japanese people on this issue.

With regard to the statement made by Ms. Gay McDougal, particularly to the
reference to the ILO, | wish to remind the members of the Sub-Commission that the
International Labour Conference at its 83cd session this year did not take up, nor provide
any special aftention to, the observation on the "comfort woman", which was submitted
together with other 540 observations issued by the Expert Committee. | hope this fact be
duly reflected in the deliberations of the Sub-Commission. I aiso heard brief explanation

about the legal interpretation of the international law. | just want to point out that we
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_ submitted the document on our position to the last Session of the Commission on Human

- Rights, which is always availabla.

~ Thank you, Mr. Chairman,
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