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Ex-sex slave takes the stand

Tells court she was beaten when refusing to provide sex

A former Korean sex slave
testified at a court hearing
Friday that Imperial Japa-
nese Army soldiers said while
forcing her to have sex that
they would rather die in bed
with her than perish on the
battlefield.

Song Sin Do, 73, currently a
resident of Miyagi Prefec-
ture, was testifying for the
first time since filing a dam-
age suit with the Tokyo Dis-
trict Court in April 1993.

She is the only Korean resi-
dent in Japan involvedin a se-
ries of damage suits filed by
former ‘‘comfort women’
against the government,

Song, who claims she was
forced to serve as a sex slave
for seven years through the
end of World War 1, is de-

manding an official apology
and Y120 million in damages.

During the hearing, Song
testified she was recruited by
a female Korean to work in
China at age 16, without being
informed exactly what she
woild be doing.

She said she was first
housed in a brothel called
“Sekaikan,” in Wuchang, a
city along the Yangize River,
along with 15 other girls. Lat-
er she was taken in military
trucks to several other broth-
els in different cities, she
said,

Japanese soldiers came to
the brothels from morning till
night, and she was obligated
to service them no matler
what her state of health. She
claimed to have had sex with

WIIRENmIED]

as many as 70 soldiers a day.

She was not paid for her ef-
forts.

Whenever she refused, the
soldiers and brethel manag-
ers beat her, sometimes
threatening to kill her, Song
claimed. The repeated beal-
ings left her hard of hearing.
She put on a hearing aid dur-
ing her testimony.

Referring to a group of Jap-
anese war-displaced orphans
currently visiting Japan, she
said they reminded her of a
child she gave birth to in Chi-
na during the war. Song said
she gave her baby away 20
days after the birth because
she knew she could never
raise a child in the eircum-
stances in which she found

herseif.
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By HISAHIKO OKAZAKI]

A Japanese book on the censorship of
history textbooks bears a disquieting ti--
tle: “Kokumin no Yudan' (A Nation Off
Its Guard). The message is this: Those
who once attacked the establishment
still have something up their sleeves.
They have not essentially - :
changed. Unable to bran- 3
dish the banner of Marx-
ism any more, they are be- -
coming more radical than
ever. Now they. are ab-
sorbed in the rhetorical
contemp! of Japan. But
the public is off guard, un-
aware of the danger these radicals pose
to the nation.

It strikes mie as strange that the issue
of “‘comfort women” — a legacy from
World War Il — has been described in
history textbooks for the first lime since
the end of the war. It is nearly half a
century since the'death of Joseph Stalin,
who tried to get this nation to deny its
own history, and five years since the de-
mise of the Soviet empire. The sudden
focus on this issue suggests that one-time
anti-establishinent people are indeed be-
coming more vadical.

1 am not suggesting that these people
are acting on orders from some secret
“command,” much as leftist partics and
mass media here once took their cue
from the Soviet Communist Party. I do
feel, however, that these radical ele-
ments are bent on imposing their own
version of Japan’s past on an unsuspect-
ing publie, as the book’s title suggests.

The underlying problem, as I see it, is
a generational one. It has two aspecis.
First, leaders of the prewar generation
~rich in traditional education and disci-
pline — are gone, and so, tog, is the salu-
tary restraint they exercised on Japa-
nese thought. Second, those who were ed-
ucated during the heyday of the Marxist-
oriented Nikkyoso (Japan Teachers
Union) are beginning to have a profound
inflluence on our society. Among them

-movement that swept college campuses
in the 1960s. :
Those leaders of the prewar genera-
tion would be in-their 90s and older-if
they were alive. The men who led the
reconstruction and devetopment of post-

They include, in politics, former Prime

are former leaders of the radical student .

war Japan belong to this generation.

A generation lost in

Ministers Nobusuke Kishi, Hayato lkeda
and Tisaku Sato; in business, Teshiwo
Doko, former chairman of the Federa-
tion of Economic Organizattons (Keidan-
ren}; in diplomacy, former ambassa-
dors to the United States Takese Shimo-
da and Nobuhikoe Ushiba constitute the
youngest layer of this old generation.

Men who fought in World War II as
soldiers — those in their 70s and 80s ~-
belorig to the generation.that followed
those pioneers. They recéived a prewar
education, but were inculcated with mili-
tary diseipline thal discouraged individ-
ualism, The common credo at the time
was, “Do as others do,”’ or “Don’t think
you are different from others.”

After the war's end, these men became
unideological, apolitical, hard-working
corporate warriors and contributed ma-
terially to Japan’s postwar prosperity.
However, their conception of war — they
think they really know what war is —has

e wartime
generation does not
really know about

war even though it
experienced war. The
young pegple of today who
have properly studied
history know better.
I

distorted Japanese thinking in the post-
War era.

They may be likened to a man who en-
tered a company on the brink of bank-
ruptey. The company collapsed when he
was still a rank-and-file employce. He
never got to know company manage-
ment well and. for that matter, the war
itself. All he knows is that life in that
company — wartime Japan — was full of
hardship and misery.

Foolish men learn from experience,
wise men learn from history, the saying
goes. The wartime generation doees not
really know about war even though it ex-
perienced war. The young people of to-
day who have properly studied history
know better. They do net take the so-
called antiwar creed at face value; they
are skeptical about those who now say

they know what war really is. It is a pity
for these young people that the old gener-
ation who really knew is long gone.

The Nikkyoso generation - which be-
gan with being foreed by Occupation au-
thorities to efface old textbooks with
their own hands and ended with the de-
bacle of student uprisings in 1969 — re-
eoived a left-leaning education at prima-
ry and junior high schoal. These people,
now aged 45 through 66, hold responsible
positions in all segments of Japanese so-
clety. o

The growing influence of this “1{,
ship generalion” explains why Educa-
tion Ministry burcaucrats, who in 1982
erupted with anger at Chief Cabinet Sec-
retary Kiichi Miyazawa’s coucilialocy
response ta China’s criticism of the Jap-
anese system of screening history text-
books, teday tolerate textbook descrip-
tions about comfort women. It also ex-
plains why the director general of the
Cabinet Legislation Bureau unabashedly
says that Japan “has the right to collec-
tive security but has no right to exercise
that right,” although his predecessors
were unable to say that without a faiut
smile of setf-scorn. With men in their %0s
out of the way, such an attitude invites
little reprimand.

A word about the generation thal was
born in the first through the ninth year of
Showa (1926-1934). People in this group
did not receive military training, nor did
they receive a Nikkyoso-oriented ed=ca-
tion. Their formative years were ! _“nt
during World War I and in the turbulent
postwar years - a period in which no-
body forced any ideas on them. They
were left to decide for themselves what
to study or read. Little wonder that most
Japanese opinion leaders have been mo-
nopolized by this generation.

I believe this ‘‘onc-digit Showa gener-
ation’' ought to set examples, picking up
where our predecessors left off. The
challenge for us in this group is Lo build a
bridge between present and future gen-
erations while encouraging the develop-
ment of constructive etermnents inthe Nik-
kyoso generation. By doing so, I believe,
Japan will be able al last to resolve its
postwar ambiguities.

Hisahko Okaraki, former ambassador 10 Saudi Ava
bia and Thaitand, now serves es speciel acviser to Ha

kuhodo] Inc. The Japanese version of this ariicle ap
peared in the Sefrort column of the Sankei Shimbun ot
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Head of sex-slave fund
set to receive top award

. The state will grant its high-
est award today to a retired
politician clifrentty heading a
Fovernmer'zt‘{irf;i_t‘i,gtf;’d private

‘fund- to compénsate Asian

women forced to:provide sex

for Japanese soldiers before

and during’ World War-II.
Binbei Hara, 83; president

of the 15-month-old Asian’
Women’s Fund, <wi}l ‘be
awarded the Grand:Cordon of -

the Ordér of the Rising:Sun,
Paulownia Flowers, the high-
est decoration given to people
outside the Imperial Fatnily,
for his long political career,
officlals said. 3
_Hara retired from politics
in July last year after serving
24-years as a House of Coun.
cilors member from the Lib-
eral Democratic Party, hold-

- ing the post of Upper House

president during .the [ast
three years.

Hara is among the 4,518
Japanese citizens, including
258 women, who will today re-
ceive this fali’s semiannual
decorations in return for their
contributions to the state and
society.
~_The Grand Cordon of the
Order of the Rising Sun, the
second highest decoration,
will go to eight people — six
incumbent and former politi-
cians, a diplomat and a for-

mer Supreme Court justice.
Among the eight people are

"special governmont represen-
tative Nobuo Matsunaga, 73, -

who once served as vice for-

eign minister and ambassa-

dor to the United States and
Mexico, former. International
Trade and Industry Minister
Toshio Komoto, 85, and for-
mer - Construction Minister
Koken Nosaka, 72.

_Those who will receive oth-
er awards include Daisuke
Shimozuru, 72, & professor
emeritus at the University of
Tokyo, who will réceive the
Order of the Sacred Treasure,
Gold and Silver Star for con.
tributions to the field of earth-
quake sprediction in quake-
prone Japan. T

Film ‘director Takashi Ka-

‘wamata, 70, will be awarded

the Order of the Rising Sun,
Gold Rays with Rosette. Ka-
wamata’s recent renowned
pieces include “Black Rain”
(1989), which details the
plight of survivors of the 1945
Hiroshima atomic bombing.

Top award winners will
take part in a ceremony
Wednesday to receive their
decorations from the Emper-
or. Winners of the second ley-
el of awards will accept their
decoralions the same day

Ws9e 3o1.

from Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto, while the rest will
get their awards between
Wednesday and Monday from

. Cabinet ministers and other

officials. _
Japan alse gave semiannuy-
al decorations to 39 foreign-
ers, including nine women,
for promoting their countries’
friendship with Japan or help-
ing to'develop this country.
There are 14 from the Unit-

ved States, five irorn France,

four from Germany, two each
from Austria, India and Para-
guay and one eéach from Bra-
zil, Belgium, Canada, Colum-
bia, the Czech Republic,
Egypt, New Zealand, Peru,
Sri Lanka and Thailand.

. Former Austrian Foreign
Minister Alois Mock, 62, will

‘receive the Grand Cordon of

the Order of the Rising Sun
for prometing Japanese-Aus-
trian ties. .

The Grand Cordon of the
Order of the Sacred Treasure
will go to former New Zea-
land Ambassador Roger Per-
en, 71 as well as former Para-
guayan Foreign Minister Luis
Maria Ramirez Boettner, 73,
and former Organization for
Economic Cooperation and
Development Secretary Gen-
eral Jean-Claude Paye, 62, 3
French national.
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Kan criticizes war museum project

Heglth and Welfare Minister Nooto Kan voiced concern
Tuesday over the national war museum project, saying Ja-
an needs to build a war decument center focusing on the

istory of Asian countries. . '

Construction of the War Dead Peace Memorial Hall in To-
kyo’s Kudanshita distriet bogan Menday.

Kan, commenting on the project during a regular news
conference, sald, “(The theme of the hall) is organized to
deal with the domestic war experietice (of tho Japanese), If
we have only this hall, it could develop inte an international
prablem.”’ _ _ S

. The planped memorial hail hag drawn.criticism from his-
torians and peace groups both at home and abroad because

it will depict the wartime hardships suffered by the Japa-
_ nese buk niot the'people of othér parts of Asia.
" Kansald the goverament should push for construction of

an Asian history document center, as promised in 1984 by
then Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama as part of pro-

Jects {o commemorate the war in order Lo deepen mutual

understanding with other parts of Asia.
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