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‘human rights that were associated with the war.

( ZTH534% Ve sruiRacs )

It is a great pleasure for me to make a keynote speech at
Georgetown University, a university which is well know-in the world

for its excellence in learning, particularly in the field of
internaticnal affairve.

This will be an unforgettable ocaasion foy me. Furthermore, I feel

. vexy etrongly the importance of the subject matter of this

conference, pertalning as it does to fundamental issues of human

righits, war, and peace.

My husband; Takeo Miki, wag elected as a member of the Japanese

House of Representatives at age 31. He subsequently was reelected

13 times, aexrving in the House until he passed away at the age of
a1.

Despite his efforts before the war to steer Japan away from

conflict with the United States, my husband felt after the war a

senge of uneasm concerning his inability to help avert: that great

cataclysm.. His determination to atone for Japan 8 failures, as

well as hiwe own, served as the motive force of his long political
Ccareerxr,

A8 I reflect back on his career and the concerne that Quided him,

it is clear toc me that he recognized the tremnndous ‘abuse of basic

Recognizing the

fundamental facts of the war, he then devoted himself to attempting

i

-
=
*
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to atone for them. And he was clear in his own mind that he, and

Japan as a nation, had responsibilities to seek to establish an

enduring peace. . !

Initially, with the conclusion of the war, my husband said that hg

would resign his seat and run a gracéry shop. I argued with him, %

. however, telling hiwm that he had responsibilities to help lead : §
( Japin toward a demﬁcratic future, As a young man who had enjoyed
nducation in the United States bafore the war, you are well placed

‘to help guide Japan away from its militarist past. am happy to

say that he agreed with me and continued hie political career,

indluding sexvice as prime minister from 1974 to 1575.

Like my husband, I too work for peacs, together with women of other E}
Asian gountries. . I now serve as chair of the AaAsian Women

Friendship Association as well as the UN Women Asgociation, In

{ adadition, I am a member of Peace in Asia, as well as Women’s Role,
nongovernmental. organizations working for Xorean unification. I
have had ﬁhe,opportunity-to visit both the Democratic Peeople’s
Republic of Korea and the Republic of Korea.

—— e ke

In the course of candid discussions duiing those visits, I gained
fresh impresaions of the lasting soars left by the Pacific wdr. I
firmly believe that the human contact and understanding gained
through such interchangss, and the chance to gain insights of the

humann sufferings associated with the wWar, can provide meaningful

2
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bases for establishing international peace. In particular, if wore
pecple of all countries could learn from cone another in thess ways,

I believe the prospects for peace would be stronger.

Tha piight of the sc-called comfort women during the Pacific War E
raises a number of fundamental human rights issues. "The women who !
suffered during the war present to us human Bufferipg of tragilo i
proportions. And these human stories are intertwined with national |
atfuggles for global preatige, and national itcurity issues
angaging life and death conflicts. ” Cut of the cdhflic: of thasa

enormous historical forces, come the human tragedies of the comfort

 women. «

ATk TR e ) e b

(WO T

In 1991, these comfort women asked the Japanese government both for i

apologies for their wartime puffering and for direct monetary

Sl

compensation. The women worked through the Japanese courte and, in

{: the proceses, brought to light previously hidden faots. The

Japanesa Ministry of Foreign Affalrs insisted again and again that

the imsue had been settled with the signing of the peace treaties ‘

e

in San Frandimco in 1951 as well as subsequent treaties, such as

that with South RKorea in 1965,

In 1991, twelve Korean victims of the Japanese military’s wartime
Policies visited dapan and instituted a suit againet the Japanese
governimant. Their action rallied the sympathy of the Japanese

'paople. In 1992, researchers unearthed records at Japan’s Self-
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Defenpe Agency 8xchives datailing the Imperial Japanese Army' s
nvclvement. in the sexual enslavement and superyieion of these

women. These recoxds clearly show the army's involvement in the

O S U S PRV S

earablishment, management and supervision of brothels, and the
issuance of identity carxds to rhe women invelved. In short, these
records make perfeotly plain the Japanese government’s diract

(’ participation in these schemes. : )

In August 1393, then Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoheli Kono, c¢ommented
"on the results of these records in the follow:".ng terms: *The
Govarhment of Japan would like to take this opportunity once again

ta extend its sincere apologies and remorse to all those,

ks 1 e 1 Y B R T L A A S s i T TS S

irrespective of placs of origin, who guffered immeasurabla pain and

incurable physeical and psychological wounds as ‘comfort women'."

-~ S LMY

In Auguat 1954, anticipating the 50th anniversary of the end of the

\ war, then ane Minister Tomiichi Murayama declared "on the iasue bl
of the treatment of the many ‘comfort woman, * and the damage done
to their honor and dignity, I would like to take this opportunity

once again"to - express my profound and sincere remorse and

apologles.” :

Prime Minister Murayama expressed his honest remorse and apologies
to those people who were injured under Japanase ¢olonial domination

and Imperial Japsn’s wax of aggression. His comments were widely

reported in the intermational press, and many observers anticipated

4




TSRS L1 1 B424-89-R221 ;

2 settlement of the cowmfort women imsue on the 50th anniversary of
the anding of the war. These expectations, however, ran headlong
into. the government’'s determination not to take on any additional
coimitmenta to compensate the victims of the war. Instead, the
gov.rnment‘ sought te organize private Japanese contributiona and on |
several ocomsions regquested me to endorse those effdrts. In each
case, .1 declined.. I thought then and continue to b_elieve that
given the clear zlesponsihility of the Japanese Imperial Army in the
ill-txeatment of theass women, the &apa’neae governﬁnnt i:oday bears
a direot responsibility to pay compensation to thc; comfort wcmen.

I did not reach my decision without mixed feelings, however. By

iod | { s

declining to endorse these government-encouraged private

B R

initiatives, I was simply delaying the day when these women,

already well advanced in years, could enjoy the fruits of monetaxy /;
E compengation from Japan. In etanding by principle, I was helping
to delay delivery of justice to these women. As I worked on behalf

{ of these women, seeking to reach those who today are indifferent to |

the suffering these women first sndured over half a century ago, I

pw S

wondered whether I might not be better able to help them by
accepting the government‘s invitation to endersa one of the private
fund-raising initiatives. In this way, I thought, I might be able
to influence their policles and secure Japansse government
contributiona to these women. Indeed, Prime Minister Murayama
assured me that I would be free to continue to express my views on

‘this issue and to try to influence government policies.
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For these reapons, I agreed to play a role in reising funds for
these women and eéndorsed the work of the Asian Women’'s Fund. In
traveling about and meeting a variety of peopls, I often was moved

by the gontributions made by Japaness people in a variety of walks

. 6f life. On the whole, however, I found that most people were

rathexr indifferent about the effort to raise funds foi these women.
My misgivings about these private efforts increased when Prime
Minister Murayama of the Democratic Socialist Party resigned early

this vear and was replaced by Liberal Demooratic P%lrt:y leadex

'Ryutaro Hashimote. The new governwent showed no indications that

it was prepared to catalyze support for compensation for tha
comEsrt women of Asia or other parts of the world. 1In short, the

Asian Women's Fund was not serving its stated purposes,

et me repeat my conviction that given the Imperial Arny's

involvement in these outrages, the Japanese government should play

a diract role in compensating these women. On August 14, 1996, the

govei‘nment released the text of "a letter expressing the country's
remorse* from Prime Minister Hashimote, In the letter, Hashimoto,
in his ca_pa?:'!ity as Japan’s prime minister, expressed hisg "mosat
sincere apologids and remorse” to the victims and the damage done
to “the honor and dignity of large numbers of women." These
phrases appear twice in the letter. Hashimoto also expressed him

"painful awareness" of Japan's "moral reeponsibility.n"

While this letter appears to express Japan‘s remorse with

6
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sincerity, it in fact employs carefully craftad language with the
express intent of guarding against the acknowledgment of any

financial rewponsibilities on the part of the Japanese government. °

What is really important about the letter is the impliéit mnesange
that the Japanese government rafuses to accept any legal
responaibility for oompensating the women victitized by the
Japanese Impexial Army. The letter, in short, was wri%ten not out
of sincere atonement for the undeniable txagedy of the historical

facts, but rather with an eye on the probable treatment of lawsuits

'pending in Japan's legal system. The prime miniate¥ could speak of

Japan’s moral remsponsibility, but not the government’s legal

respénsibility.

Why is the governmeht behaving in thie £fashion? officiale fear
that acceptance of responsibility for compensation paymenté will
simply encourage the lodging of further claims from other victims.
These could include thousands of forced laborers and prisoners of
war. 'The letter also skixts a variety of other issues. While it
talks of the "honor and dignity of women," it doee not address
Japan's brodder responeibilities for ite colenial policies or its
aggres@iveness in launching war in the Pacific. Neithexr does the
letter discuss the fates of the Chinese and Xoreans who served in

the Japanege army.

Hashimoto’s letter was in fact a step back from the earlier August

1993 letter by Kono. For exsmple, while Kono's letter acknowledged

25
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that force was used in recruiting the comfort women, Hashimoto's
lattex ignores thie point. Instead, this point is expressed in the
lettex by Hara, chair of the Asian Women's Fund. By uasing both
letters, Hashimoto is able to minimize his expressions of the

Japanese government’s direct responsibility to these women. The

government continues to proolaim that it has a practital sgheme for
compensating these women. At the same time, however, Hashimoto's :

letter avoids recogniaing any diyect responsibility on the part of

the Japanase government.

anribe e

Indeed, the general tone of Hashimoto's letter is not acceptable.
There are two roughly synonymous Japanese -words £or  "apology,"
owabl and shazai. The government avoided the latter, stonger, term
as it feared its uae' would weaken the government’s lagal -position

in a lawsuit filed by former comfort women.

,( This general pattern of behavior on the part of the Japanese

government is not acceptable. We cannot build construotive and

L s et

friendly relations by repeating self-righteous slogans, criticisme
and upologi‘éa. and & continucus ‘cycle_ of arreogance inducing
distrust leading to misunderstandings. It is time for Japan’s
relations with her neighbore to mové beyond thim depressing
pattern. A first step in breaking the cycle is the clear and
unar;lbiguounv reqognition of historical facta.

Constructive international relatliona and successful diplomacy rest
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on ourbing hate and building on affinities between differsnt
peoplas. The Japanese government should work to cuxk long
festering hatreds and distrust, and try to promote gooperation and

trust. Such steps, I belleve, would ba helped :menuurnbiy through

 the forthright reccgnition of Japan’s historical crimes and the

payment of compensation to the vigtims of those orines.

‘.

Some Japanese people would rather hide from the issue of comfort

women, feeling it brings dlsgrace upon the Japanese state. Those

'of us who want to addrese this issuas forthrightly ahd put it behind

us, however, are not content with simply hiding from the issue. It
ig 'preeiuly in oxder to rehabilitate the reputation of the
Japanase state that we advogate direct payments of compensation to

the victims of past policies of the state.

It is natural for the Japanese people, as with those of other Asian
nationa, to have both a gense of national respongibkility as well as
one of pride. .. Peoples of all Asian nations can nurture their

respective : national prides while fostering ceoperative

.'intemationa‘l relationships. 1It is our duty and our hope that we

‘can build such relai;ic'ms among the states and peoples of East Asia.

In qlosing, let me thank you very sincerely for imrit:bng me to
speak at this conference. And allow me to express my heartfelt

wishes for a stimulating and instructive conference leading to
fruitful results.

3
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Conunjilee on Asian Women's Fund

/o Astan Waomen's Human Rights Counctl

41, Fil Gardla Bullding, 140 Kalayaan Avenue, Dillinan Quezon City
Tel: ( 632) 92164004 Fax: (632) 921638}

Spedal Prees Release
13 Decernber 1996

Spécixﬂ Committee on AWE Shelves Plan for the Qudlification
of “Comfort Women” Survivors for the Asian Women's Fund

.~ "The Spocial Committee on the Asisn Women's Fund, whose crestion was
initinted by LILA Pilipine to provide a support mechantsm to the Filipino “comfbrt

wonen” wurvivors who expressed intentiona to avail of the AWF, has resolved to shelve
plans for full operstionalization. . . '

The Special Commities s fixther resolved to temporarity discontinus its
prrticipation in the inter-agency network of the Philippine government sad the AWF that Iy
lmplementing the spplication and verification process for the Pund’s availment.

_ This decision wae reached by the Special Commities afler a series of
conwultations, in light of the simil number of murvivors who have come forward to apply
for the Fimd. Xt will also respect the wishes snd plens of the LILA Pilipina survivors to
mount & campaign for the next several months for & drafl compenantion law,

, As of December 13, only 7 survivors have received findx flom the AWFE,
with 4 more Lolns in the process of applying for the Fund,

According to Nelia Sencho, LILA Pilipins national chairperson, most of the
LILA Pilipina murvivore who were initinlly thinking of nccepting the Fund, have now opted
to rejoct or not ta spply for the AWP, due to criticioma of the qualificetion procedures. Sho
waid that the marviving 1.olas of LILA Piliping have become aware of certain insdequacies
- in the quslificslion pracoss which reflected  “Iack” of paring, respect and considerstion
| for the situmtion of some viclime who spptied for the Fund. g

While the Special Conmiltes acknowledges the AWF's efforts st rectifying
} the inndeciacien in the qualification process, Nelin anid that the AW still needu to make

the procews fully supportive snd responsive to the needs nnd situntions of each viclim’s
onae, '

According to Atty. JV Bmitista, Committes chairperson, the purpose of the
l Commitfee was to eosure thet the spplication and veri{lcation process for AWF avallment
will bs promotive of the rights and welfare of the survivors. The Committes han also been
taxked to provide legal, medicnl, md technioal aevisiance to the sarvivors availing of the
- Fund. With mwvivorn now dociding not 1o recept the Pund, Alty, Bawtista said thel the
Comnities sees no necessity to effect full operalionalization.

Alty. Baulista ackded thal the Committes, sven in its inactive stahw, remains
in dislogue with the Asisn Women's Fund, snd wili continve to eiudy developments snd
{wke sction ne the need arives. It will continue lo monilor the needa, siuslions, demands and
senlimonts of the survivors la cooperalion with LILA Piliploa.

Refersnos:Nella Sancho/Malow Sabedo
: Td. 924 64 /921 1044
. Fax 924 63 81/921 10 44
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