(BHEBOEHOT ST ER

£

REE

E25EEBES

TR OF2H

¥ o Al

b A8 % s meamae P .k.._. ‘,



= et o e e R gt 4 b e s 24 g B AR AR AL k- 4

k1 PR

mﬂun; TN R RS |

I paeaseons

- BRESIG TRERN
- BEINMNE IR |

RN SR (L
TR BIORNIR.Y
HHEEHEOMHE Y20
BLOEHE(CRESRS
ERLOLM RRHES
<OEHBRATHY ¢¥
R e )RS
; QS 3 e
| AU
BRSO L0EES
RRE R '

T ORI T T

—

OMEFER SWE10TT
SO ENCHBY

- L - B |

Ll B K
hmo

e e et i i e A SR P T T

>

R——

AX o oo .
ELSEmRe Ry | EHDRAGUHVE (BRSPS | |
| e ¢ |1 SERECKENGLY HPEUR. " TMEE
R BSERIS O  | SERE QR
REREF RS | ORBRQIRBMELR | VRO SERRINE
{ THUQUSGONANG [ 10 | BEELN VG| © 1218 WMy N
| RERMA (NN DY ARSI | DR N |
" EHLORTRE) 1 MRS ORERERD | REVV O VREmER |
1 R WG JKREOM | 140 6 BPRCLIR | TNANIC Rt |
: QU WEE KBTI
EHOPN HEIVSLD )
VRERM
> L@é . " .
Py
SE OSSN ED0, M
REMGAEES I | 19 S BHEURRIh &umomu;anﬁay
RS0 TREIOHS | RIEKREED VoR° | hACKIRVIeS | VU
ORMNREREE] O | REOUORBIRRIVS | HYI° (1 RE]
DX RENRSTN | 85) VgL SonE| ———————
| REVES MERAGRIN| QIRRIIRoh, |
1 gmy SEOIEE | MBS VICERE
| S SRR ONEIR | ORI ON° WSS
b S IHDEONS OB | B SERERES
1 REOVSIRNOSE | RNEMSI0° S IR




prepas v

4 ettt et o i g b k.

———— e

THE JAPANTIMES » WEDNESDAY, FERRUARY 19, 1997 3

NATIONAL

Sex-slave fund to pubhsh its stance

Text entnes face mountmg opposmon as school year approaches

By AK() WASH!O
GuNAvuw : dqu

- Amid smo]

tlon from soine Gi:%
planed refére

0 posi-
‘to military
texthooks, -the 'government-
inltiated. fund 1o distribute

atonement money Lo the war.
time sex slaves will releass a

R ]:apar later thls week to atais
ity pase. -
. A-draft piper of the Astan
-Women's does not clear-

ly state the find's stance oo
whather the issue of Astan
women who. wers forced to
provide sex for members of
the lmpercial Japaness armed
forces before and ‘during
World War 1)1 should be in-
cluded in junlor hIﬂ\ school
texthooks.

But the draft says the na-
_ton's  history cducntiou
“should not make mny re-

trest’ from the government's -

stance presented by Prime

~ Minister Ryutarc Haghimoto

in August.

In a lefter to some former
cﬁ:gf;rt wom_e:i,-Huhh;:‘qttg

. said Japan, being aware of i

moral responsibility and with
feelings -of apology and re-
morse, shounld “face up
squarely to ity past history

© and accucatély convey it to
future generations.”
mota also restated the

' government s official ac-
knowledgiment that Japanese
military authorities were in-

volved in ovganizing military
hrotheis. The letters were dis-

tributed when. the fund ex-

tended ¥2 miliion in atone-
ment mohey to four Filipine

cleg io the
mcnt ‘the -fund's draft says
Vcomfort womien™ in schoal ‘th

Ay, have

‘veﬁfymgthg

" worten-in August. The pay-

meénts wer'e tha fist since the
fund was set up in Jul 1995,
As for.the army's !nvolvu

at llthou h private firms
ullt brothels on
the fromt lines, thay were es-

"tnbiishéd predominantly at

the request of the Imperlal ar-

{'he find also says there
were cases in which victimns

demand the deletion o[ the
reference  in  junior lnﬁh
schooi textbooks. Use of t
texibooks wiil start in April.
In addition te the LDP
membors, some- Shinshinto

" members and & faw groups of

university professors and in-
telléctuals are curréntly mak-
Ing the same demand. :
So far, texthooks published
by seven private firms refer
to the sex slavery, including

ome l'nstorlans estimate that as many
as 200,000 women — mainly from the
‘Korean Peninsula — were forced into

“sexual slavery. The total number is the

main poinit of contention. It remaiis
unclear how many were forced to serve as’

comfort women

brothels without knowing
they would be pmvidmg sex.
{0 soidiers.

. of the textbook
entries argue that there is no
soviad, “objective evidence
s involve-
ment or the fore recruit-
ment. But the draft rebuts

this by saying the lack of offi-

cial documents does not inval-
k!ate Lhe victims' testimony,

“'The fund has been consider-
ing puhliahin( its own position
ber, when mem-

bera of the ruiing Liberat
Democratic Party started to

the existence of “forcible re-
cruitment’ of these womien.
Thene hooks have already re-
ceived approval from the Ed-
ucation Ministry,  which
maintains that it does not in-

'ltudents
to-take

Opponentl [ L)
would not be a
prlde in their country

taught such a “masochis-
ﬂc“ vigw of history, depicling
Japan as an avil aggressor.

Becauss of disagreements

has tosen “n”"’”z?‘m;‘fé'm“"“
ena
cize its position Jou,

Some members voiced -

country if they

wariness of the fund present-
ing its own pa&er fearing it
would put the nd at risk by
sloklng a fire of opposition
g:sslb encouraging
fexthook re-
vialorm to attac the fund's
activities, sald a worker at
t.ha secretariat.

_ 'These m,amhers maintained
that up to now, the texis have
beent the target of opt)mtion.
not the fund's activitl

worker satd.

He went on to qucte these
menibers as ny that even
within the fund organization,
which consists of i5 board
meinbers, nine steering com-
mitiee members and 17 cam-
palgiwers, it ks bard to resch a
solid consensus over such is-
sues as to what extent the ar-

-y was involved in mndlng

up the women.
"The rancor. damoututu

. ho\v eiriotionial the issue is.

Some historinns estimate that
45 many as 00,000 women

from Asia and other parts of
. the world -— mainly from the

Korean Penivsula — were
forced ‘into sexual siavery,
The total number is the main
point of contention. It re-
mains unclear how ‘many
were forced to serve as com-
fort women,

Otheri at’ Lho fund maintaln
that it “needs to clarify its
stance if some Arfuumtl
especially th Tom some
LDP members — “threaten
the ralson d'etré of the fund
itsell,”” according to a
steering

committes member.
Because. of differences

among fund members the
per will pichably be wril{mn
under the name of camipaign-
er Harukl Wada, instead of
the fund, and may be included
inlis mwsletter. according to
the secretariat official,

“But even In such & case,

. t ¢an be taken as the
bnsF. e

osition of the fund
abiour.t textbook Issue,” he
said

Some say the fund is pybli-
cizing ils stance now T
South Ketéa in Janua R
acted harshly to the distribu-
tion of money to seven South
Korean victims, Most former
sex slaves in Soith Korea'and
their supporters dematd
state compensation from Ja-
pan and are against the fund's
activities,

Seoul has urged Tokyo
freexe the fund's activj ln
the counlry and to seek a solu-
tion that would satisfy atl par-
tles involved.

Wada, who is also a profes-
sof of hi.story st the Universl-
ty of Tokyoe, said the position
slaternent Is not directly con-
action. But he expresicd hope
action exp
that the piper will help gain
lSm.xtl: Korea's “understand-
og.

“In any case, we need fo
contimue to explain lo South
Korea the stance of the fund
and what it is doing,” Wada
said. {"3
The fund has sald it witl -
stop the atonement
money to vi in South Ko~
rea, but the proapect of more
Swth Koreans requesting the
money &ppears unlikely.
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Spread the bad word

“To include or ribt'to.lnc_l,ude a description of gex slaves-in

" school textbooks continues to be a controversial tople in Japan.

Some pecple say that as there is rio evidence that these women
were forced to provide sex, the tople should not be included in
fact-based history books. Other people objeéct to the lnclusion of
sex slaves in school texis because they claim that the knowl-
edge of brutal Japanese behavior in the past might harm the
younger generation. They fear that a had image of Japan may
undermine the children’s will to bulld a better society.

I, however, support the Ministry of Education’s decision to
print a depiction of the sex slaves in junior high school text-
books. I came to this decision after reading about the experi-
ence of a Japanese woman living in France. She and her
friends were watching a documentary on TV about the Japa-

* nese Imperial Army's brutal ¢rimes in Asian countries and her

friends asked her for her opinion.”
How can Japanese respond to such questions if they have
never been informed about the dark gide of Japan’s history? As

the global village becomes smaller, more young Japanese will

o abroad and find themselves facing a sitnation similar to the
facing the young woman living in France,

We should teach students the horrible things that Japanese
did to Asian women, including Japanese women, share the
knowledge with people in other countries, and hope that these

actions are never repeated.
o TOSHIKO FUKUSHIMA
Shibukawa, Gunma 7l )
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