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Hashimoto apologizes
for ‘comfort women’

JAKARTA (Kyodo) Prime
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto
has sent a letter of apology to
Indonesian President Suharto
over the Imperial Japanese
military’s sexual enslave-
meatl of Indonesian women
during World Wart II, Indone-
sian and Japanese govern-
ment officials said Tuesday.

A spokesiman for Indone-
sia’s Social Affairs Ministry
told reporters iri Jakarta the
letter was received earlier in
the day from the Japanese
Embassy.

While Japanese diplomats
confirmed the letter, neither
they nor Indonesian officials
would elaborate on its con-
tents. ‘

The disclosure followed a
meeting Tuesday on the issue
involviig officials from the
miinistry, diplomats from the
Japanese Embassy and rep-
reséntatives from the Asian
Women's Fund.

Fund to build homes

The government-sponsored
Asian Women’s Fund and In-
donesia’s Secial Affairs Min-
istry on Tuesday signed a doc-
ument that outiines the fund’s
medical and welfare project
for the Indonesian elderly.

Fund board member Ta-
tsuo Yamaguchi and Asmono
of the Indonesian ministry
agreed to build 50 nursing
homes within the next 10
years. The ¥380 million pro-
Ject. will be financed by the
Japanese govertiment and
implemented through the
fund and the ministry.

Residents in the homes will
be elderly people without a
family to take care of them
and a means to earn a living
due to illness or disability.
Each facility will house 10
people, the fund said.

The document also states
that, in selecting residents, a
preference will be given to
former sex siaves. The minis-
try will build facilities in
areas where the existence of
such women have been con-
firmeéd, the fund said,

The fund, established in Ju-~

ly 1995 ai the government’s
initiative to atone for Japan's

- wartime atrocity, had collect-

ed ¥472 million through pri-
vate donations through mid-
February. It has started pay-
ing a one-time solatium of ¥2
million each to former sex
slaves in the Philippines and
South Korea.
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