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Asian Women's Fund
2-17-42 Akasaka Minato-ku

Tokyo 107, Japan
Tel:+81-3-3583-934¢ Fax:+81-3~3583-9347

18 Februaxy 1997

Ma. Shen Meichen
Chairwoman,

Taipei Women’s Rescue Foundation

Dear Ma. Shen,

1 sincerely hope that this letter finds all Foundat

ion members in
the besat of health.

More than one year has already passed since representatives of the
AsianWomen’s Fund exchanged views with members of the Taipei Women’ s
Rescue Foundation in January 1996. As ever, we hold the utmost
respect for the many efforts undertaken in Taivan by the Foundation
in support of former “comfort womer” over a long period of time.

The Asian Women’s Fund has also worked atteatively in Japan to

educate our people and to send a feeling of atomement to the victims
in an eavironment full of difféexing opinions and activities
regaxding the issue of so-called former wartime “comfort woman.”
On numerous occasions, we have sent letters to you andwishes through
the Association of East Asian Relations, the Taipei City Government,
and the Interchange Association (Japan) Taipei Office, asking for
& meeting so that the Foundation might bestow upon us its
understanding of the Purpose and activities of the Fund and that
we might ask the Foundation’s cooperation. Unfortunately, since
January 1996, none of our wishes has been receivad favorably.

;
i
b
%
4
z
$
g
é’
%
i
B
1
:
:
1
«%é
i
1
¥
B
A
1
3
3
i
]
3
3
ki
]
3
§
:
i
1
:
1
%

We are concerned that this lack of dialogue has resulted in

misunderstandings and the spread of various types of inaccurate
information to the victims in Taiwan. One gquestion often asked of
us refers to conjecture that, during 1997, the Japanese Diet wi]l}
Pass a bill providing for the national redress of victims. We are
asked what the possibilities are that the supposed bil} will be
passed. In reality, no such bill has been presented; indeed

bill even exists. We very much regret that such misunders
have caused confusion among the victims.
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Furthermozre, as we have stated in previcus letters, even if the
victims were to .accept atonement money from the Asian Nomen’s Fund,
their right to demand national indemnities from the Government of
Jhpan iz in mo way compromised. Although the authorities of the
Government of Japan have repeatedly made atatements clearly to this
effect, this information still has not reached many of the victims.

In consideration of the advanced age of the victims, we believa it
is important that an atonement pxogram is carried out in Taiwan as
Soon a3 possible. It is also for this purpose that we regquest, in
all sincerity and propriety, the cooperation of the Taipei Women’s
Rescue Foundation in holding a meeting. The more we realize that
the current circumstances should not be allowed to continue any
longer.

‘1 send you this letter in the sincere hope that you will provide

An opportunity for members of the Fund and the Foundation to meet
at the sarlieat possible date to discuss thismatter. People involved
with the Fund would appreciate the opportunity to visit Taiwan for
an sxchange of views asometime next week, if possible. I would,
therefore, be most grateful if I cownid recaive a reply to this letter
as soon a3 humanely possible.

Yours truly,

Shinkichi Eto,
Vice-President,
Asian Women’s Pund

cc:
Representative, Taipei Economic and Culture Representative
Office in Japan
Chairperson, Association of East Asian Relations
Director, Department of Bast Asian and Pacific Affairs,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Director, Bureau of Social Affairs, Taipei City Government
Headquarters of the Mationalist Party
Headquarters of the People’s Progressive Party
‘Headquarters of the Mew Party
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ASIAN WOMEN'S FUND

- 2-17-42 Akasaka, Minato-ku, Tokyo 107 JAPAN
__Phone: 0081-3-3583-9346 Fax: 3-3583.9347 .

2 Mm:h 1997

Taipei Women's Rescue Foundation

Taincerely hope that this letier finds all the Foundation members in the beat of health,

. We, the represestatives of the Asian Women's Fund, have made repeated requests for 3

: :mairg-ﬂhhthTﬁﬁWM‘aRmnFMﬁfaﬂnmofwm

' WﬁmdfﬁencﬁﬁﬁulheF«uﬂaﬁmhauﬂaﬁmhmmﬂnmmof

fm'emm‘hhiwmudhuiubrustonkfammofm

. Fund's activities and offer our cooperation. Usfortusately, siace our mecting of January 1996,
represemtatives of the Fund have not bees. received even once. The lntest lotter from the Asian

‘Women's Pund dated 13 February 1997 has never received a responee, cither.

SMISMI”S.&A“WM-M&MMMMW
'ﬁhlmmwhudm(mm). It is our dwty to deliver this
t0 the victines. The Asiast Women's Fund hes a0t yet been abile to bagin its activities in '
Taiwan, and alrcady in these past few months tves of the victions have pasted awmy. If this
mﬁﬁ;iMwm&lm“MhMﬂmhﬂmmy

- out disbursesnent at all. Whmdhhﬂﬂ'sb“&eM‘uM
Weﬂ'h‘hwbruﬁdo-m-&cmlqoﬂhﬁm&qm
activities im Taiwan. Wwwﬂbhﬂmﬂhibmumnpﬂ_*,m

Wonmeammﬂngywwﬂthenﬂem mﬂbAﬁWm’le&e
MJhTMWm&MFm&MIMoﬁbM
activities in Taiwan or not? Please sead us your reply ao later than 31 March 1997 i we do
mhﬁmmwhﬁ-&ﬂemwau'iMﬂwﬂitmm

Yours truly,
M-AﬁnWo-u'led




cc: - § epresentative, Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office m Japan

- Chairperson, Association of East Asian Relations -
- Director, Department of East Asian and Pacific Affair
- Director, Bureau of Social Affairs, Taipei City Go

™

Headquarters of the Nationalist Party
Headquanters of the People's Progressive Party
Headquarters of the New Party ,
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Yours truly,
| ] W“%’ }ﬁn_,

Taipai Women’s Rescwe Poundation
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