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Former sex silwe rec@umits horrors

A Fmpme woman allegedly forced to have sex w1th Japa-
nese soldiers during World War 1I sang A Japanese sopg in

-F;Ldr%y 8 hearing Dt' her damages suit at the Tokyo Dlstmct

“The woman sald she learned the song wh.tle bemg couﬁned
in‘an air-raid shelter.”

. Julia Porras; 88, of Quezon Cxty, appeared befora the dis-
© rict court to recount her experiences as an alleged sex.

slave. Cristeta A}eober, 70, and Rosario Nopuéto, 70,als0

- “Tegtified about their ordeals.

The three are among 46 peop'le who filed a class-action

. 5uit against the Japahese government in 1993, demanding

an apoiogy and compensation of ¥20 million'each. - .
_Porras testified that in November 1944; Japanese soldiers
came to Porras’ house in Morth Davao vaince and abduct-

- ed her at gunpoint. She was confined in an air raid sheiter -

‘some 5 km away, and was repeatedly raped by Japanese
soldiers for eight months, she told the session, .

" At the request of heér lawyer, Porras sang one of four
songs that she said she had learned after havmg heard the
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By HIROSHL YAMAGIWA
Sralt vk

“comfort women” will proba-
hly not end seon. Did wartime
Japanese authoritles really
abduet Korean women for sex
slavery. and is it the key
queéstion? Should sehool text-
books cover the issue -and
should Japan alons be men-
tiored regarding such prac-
tices?

Historical revistonists first
gained momentum after last
summer when it was reported
that junior high schael text-
books would mention the com-
fort woman for the first time.
The antirevisionist camp,
which clalins Japan was in
tHe wrong. became more ac-
tive after this. Venues for the
debate inciude the media, In-
ternet and symposiums.,

The primary piayers are
scholars and iuntellectuals.

the [ray, which has led to a
lawsuit regarding the text-
book revision. local-level as-
sembiy members taking ac.
tion against the baoks, the for-
ination of antirevisionist
graups and an editorial cross
fire between major newspa-

pers.

Results of this vear's text-
book sereening by the Educa-
tion Ministry, to be released
next montk, may further fuel
the debate, depending on the
approved contents regarding
comiort women, the euphe-
mism for women mostly from
Japanese-occupied parts of
Asia who were forced to pro-
vide sex for Japanese soldiars
during the war.

Both sides of the debate
agree thers were such wornen
' ai “‘comifort facilities.,” but
they sharply disagree oz
whether it was proatitution or
siavery and whether Japa-
. agse awborities were respon-
- siole for the plight of these
; woman.

: Seme peeple, including Uni-
Dversity of Tokro Frofessor

g e s

ONAL

Nationwide dabate over’

But many others have joined -

Nobukatsu Fujicka, claim
Korean agents wers responsi-
bie for making deals with the
women's parents or deceiving
the women while receuiting.

He also claims such busi-
ness practices were -common
in those days, and it is wrong
to apply today's social values
to such activities,

Others, including Chue Uni-
versity Professor Yoshiaki
Yoshimi. claim Japan vielat-
ed [nternational law because
itz army established and con-
trolled comfort facilities. No
matter how the women wers
recruited, forcing them. in-
cluding miners. inte sexual
slavery must te condemned,
according to Yoshimi.

Japaness-lanzuage \World
Wide Web sites discussing the
issue include Yoshirin Watch
at attpL warn.wink.ss.jp/
~ ssitinwatch kaiggia, sl

This Japan-was-not-wrorg
site has its mutually acknowl-
edgad counterpart e tha Ja-
Fan-was-wrang-camp. which
iz called Jugus laniu Mordal
Jchasiiwu, ar Inincmation

G
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Room on Military Comfort
Women hp://www, saesparam.
com/juguns. _ )

Yoshirin Watch was creat-
ed by supporters of Yoshinori
Kobayashi, a charismalic
cartoonist and founding mém-
ber of the Group to Make New
History Textbooks, which
since December has been de-
manding that the Education
Ministry delete textbook de-
seriptions of the comfort
wormen.

Kobayashi has mada argu-
ments simifar to Fujicka’s in
his cartoons in the biweekiy
magazine Sapio. In the past,
he focused on contentious is-
sues like the cult Aum Shinri-
kyo and the HIV tnfection of
hemopbiliacs through con-
taminated blood produets,

[i seems the antirevision-
ists can no longer ignore Ko-
bayashi's influence on the
p;.:.biic, especially young peo-
ple.

Chue University's Yoskimi,
who has discovered govern-
ment documents proving the
army’s inveivemant in com-

ESCALATION SPARKED BY TEXTBOOK CHANGE

Many voices join ‘comfort woman’ batt

trolling comfort facitities,
contribtited to a recent Issue
of Saplo a three-page rebuttal
t0 Kobayashi's earfoon.

Althgugh Yoshimi admitted
he cannet conflem that Japa-
nese authorities abducted Ko-
rean women, he said Kobaya-
shi_“can’t see the forest for
the trees" by focusing on Ko-
rean agents who worked un-
der the Japanese army dur-
ing the time when the Korean
Peninsula was a Japanese
colony. )

Kobayashi has urgad Yoshi-
mi {o correct what he termsis
the wrong image prevailing in
South Korea: that the woman
were taken away by Japa-
nese. .

Two majer newspapers,
each with a eirculation of sev-
eral miltien, recently clashed
qn the issue.

On March 31, tha dally Asa-
ki Shimbun, which is cousid-
ered liberal, used its front
page, an editorial and two
other full pages to summarize
past findings, concluding that
the [mperial Japanese Army
was “deeply invaelved™ in sex
slavery.

The feature inciuded an in-
terview with former Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yohei
Kono, whe stated in 1993 that
comfort wornen from the Ko-
rean Peninsula were recruit-
ed, transfecred and controlled
““generally against their
will.”

The Sankei Shimbun, a con-
servative national daily, im-
mediately responded in its
own edizorial. saying the Asa-
i effectively admitted errors
in its reports that the Japa-
nese army conducted -slave
hunting™ o find cemfort
women.

The Sankef also said testi.
mony by 1§ {crmer cemfort
woman. which led to the 1993
Eone staiement, ‘were not
backed up by cvidence.

On April 3, 336 parents and
chiidren from aeross Japan
filed 4 suit with the Toxvo

District Court in a bid to pr
vent the children from bai;
obliged to use what the plai
tlffs called “biased™ histo
texthooks. peferring to oot

On Maz 1, the Japan Fe

fort women and other Issi{:':

ation of Bar Associatiy

asked local assemblies r
tionwide nor to adopt appe:
to demand the references
deleted from school tes
books.

Some assemblies alrew
adopted such appeals, thou
they do not immediately .
fect the central governmer

The Education Minist
plans to announce in late Ju
newly agproved high sehe
textbooks for next spring.

Textbouks are screened .
ery four years and last yea:
process dealt with juaior hi
schogl texthooks. Many of t
naw textbooks will reportec
have wmore derailed descr
tions of comfort women th
before, inciuding testime
from the victims. .

Tokyo University's Fujio
said discussing high sch
{extbooks is more diffie:

than junior high school tey” ¢

books because high school ©
ucation is mot compulisor
But he did not rule out
possibility that the screeni
resuits will {urther fusl @
debate.

“Of course textbooks m
nat carry anything felse, 2
we have to check the inforrr
iien,” he said.

But Nobuyoshi Takashix
a professor at the Univers
of the Ryukyus whe recen
debated with Fujioka in ¢
May 24 issue of the weel
magazine Shukan Gendai
optimistic from an antire
signist stand point.

~Currant high school te
pooks already merntion o
fort women. " feaving na o
Lo protest anew, Takashn
said. "Besidas. Mr. Fujic
has admirted i Shuker, G.
dai that rextbooks aren’s
erything in 2igss.”
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AsiaBEAT

DBy CAROL T

In a smalf room, 20 givls are
wailing, piereing sirens in an
orchestra of himan misery.
In the dim light, shadows of
arms fail out to puneh walls
aned bang on the carpet tloor.
One small girt with enrty hair
and & blue T-shirt is in a cor-
ner reenacting the scene of
her rape. She fiphts bacic,
pulling down her  shirt,
sereams and pounds hoer Htlle
fists hard info the wall,

If anyone hos doubts that
seoamd abise deeply seor the
Yooy, wilnegsing one session
sf primal therapy is evidence
ehotyth, This process is emo-
tioneely draining, bul by en-
tevigs into their own private
bells, sexually abused chil-
dren can recover [rom Hheir
frovmu and go on with their
lives, '

Primal therapy was devel-
oped al the Preda Founda-
Hen, a private secial serviee
eenter i {he Phitippines, as o
methad of counseling drug do-
pendents, When anger and
frustrations are repressed,
{hese emotlons can teviale in-
to desteuelive behavior, Pri-
mai therapy gives victims of
abnse the oppertunity to re-
frase theiv anger in n eon-

P8

{rolted envirenment.

*While intensive one-to-one
therapy is effective,” says
Father Shay Cutien, one of the
foundérs of Preda, ‘i is un-
fortunalely loo expensive to
implicment in most sovial ser-
vice organizalions. The social
workers al- that time and 1
brainstormed -and ¢came up
with this method. It has been
extremely effcctive for us, 5o
we continned using il in eases
of sexunal ahuse as well.”

Tie and his sociul workers
emphasize that no pressure is
cver placed ¢n the children Lo
participale, distinguishing
this therapy from eontrover-
sinl eages in the United States
where children were coaxed
into conjuring up acts of sexa
al almse.

Preda social worker Tess
expiains how she condiels a
sessioir;, “You never lorce
anylhing, but et the children
g al their own pace. Primal
therapy is creating a safe,
cotinforiable space for them lo
release their pain, whatever
it s )

The therapy ends in a circle
whure the kids are frec o talk
nbont their experience. Those
whu feel uncomlortable with
commenling remain silent
amd just give a sympuihetic
aar, -

Whilc Preda has developed
ifs own methad, therapists in

-~

«<rimal therapy help; victims of abuse

pines aima to provide a safe haven for girls who have suffared

from sexusl abuse.

the U.5, and elsewhbere use a
similar process to connsel a
wide group of people, from di-
saster viclims to survivors of
child abuse. Even in Japan,
counselors in privaie practic-
es are beginning to use this
method,

Aside from the weekly pri-
mal therapy session, the Pre-
da Foundalion is otherwise a
den of gigpling leenagers,
baking covkies or practicing
for local singing contests. De-
spile their traumatic.experi-
enees, they are not emotional-
ly hardened but are tremen-
dously friendly and kind, even

PIOTO Y CARQL HLN

to strangers. I prayed for
you Lo gel better last night,
oy I didn't know your name,
so I had {0 say ‘that lady fromn
Japan®' and hoped God knew
who | meant”’ said 16-year-
old Marlyn {o me afler I re-
eovered from a fever and
throat infection. She brought
me cookies and some water,

it is almost difficult to
imagine thal these excitable
teenagers were Lthe same ones
in anguish during the therapy
session. One, sold into prasti-
tution by her family at the
age of 12, shiows pictures from
hoer trip to Germany. Seeing

FegrTyrey

the happy snapshels. it is
casy to forget thal the pur
pose of her trip was to testify
against a German pedophile
and fu denounce sex lourism
s Asia. _

Others have loured Ameri-
ca in a campaign called
“Wake Up Amorica, These
Are Your Children Ton,” o
lobby for eoanpensation io the
children sivedl and abandoned
by the U.S. niilitary.

One teenager bas spoken at
an international symposiomn
on child sex traificking in
Sweden. At 17, she hog al-
ready pariicipated in various
organizations on women's is-
sues within the Philippines.
Preda is squirreling away
scholarship mopey {or her
post-secondary educaiion.

Preda does nol attempl 1o
take in ali {he abused children
of the Philippines, bul ratier
aims to provide the hest care
for a small mumber of lost
kids. The quality of eare Lthat
the feenagers here receive is
refleeted in how most of them
aspire o be social workers
themselves when they finish
schoul. A few want to praclice
Jaw.

Cullen snggesis thal ons
reasen why Preda succeeds
and other well-inlending or-
ganizations fail is simply ihe
location of the center. Hali
way up a remole hillside, it is
far away from the templa-
tions of the city. The givls are
able 1o stunly, relox and grow
up in u peacefd environment.

At times, Preda has beon

bt

thycatened wilh vielewes, Hoe
corse (e ahused ebildron ax
offen involved in fawsait
against lecals, sonwe of Hhe e
crused have shown up wil
{hugs, shoidiog and ewryyisg
weapois. Therefore, socurily
il Preda i Hght, Theye is w
fron gate, z five-in guaard o
witilows and doors are onn
slantly locked.

The children’s residence &
in g separate buiiding, 2 tu
back of the main house with
additionu! securily. The gitls
are free Lo go wherever (hey
please.  Duoring  dayligi
hours, there are adwiays pon
ple arommd, and iocked doors
can be opeped easfly with &
greeting, One of {he origing!
idens behind the Preda Foun-
daiion is “Childlood for (hil-
dren,” fo reclaim (he no
cence of girls whe unwitliogly
had 1o phinge inte a serdid
warld cariy in their lives
Witl: the sonnd of gigges and
singing ansd the smedls of balke
ing, Vreda dovs sesn e
fike o givls’ boarding school
than a rehabitifation conter,

For a minmimad {oe, Preda
affers reoms as puest hoises
with spectaculay views do o
tranguil enviremmeni. Spa-
cious dormitory-style roems
cater to goups. Mesls of locod
seadood dishes are doliciois.
Since it is on the outskitts of
Hongapo Cily near Hubic
Btay, its only drawbgch is (hatf
it is net convenionily locmod.

For mne adfornsiion, weite e Pt

Shay Callen it $reda Fostiadiston, Yppns
Kataklcu), onmgape City, He Phigraes
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Forum set on sexual exploitationy

The Swedish &£

Wednoeaday il Tokvo on
exxloita tien of children,
ttended b

of the World Congress Against

tation of Childran wifl take place Inthe morning in the em-
bassy to provide an update on the problem and etforts since
the conference was held last August in Stdekholm.

At the end of the meeting, parficipants will issuc a Joint
statement to fight the commercial sexual exploitation of

children.

The meeting will be followed by a svmposium at Ginza
Saison Theater where panelists, including House of Council-
ors member Surnike Shimizu, will discuss the issue.

More information on the event is available by calling the

organization at (03) 3353-J161.

h Emanssy and the Japan Cominitize for UNI-
CEF wiil held a meeting and internatioral Sympcsi‘;m
the probism of cormmercial sexual

Queen Silvia of Sweden,

a {sllowup meetin,
Commercial 3ezual BExploi-

{ o
e 9n LT

R

e ——

By SHUN WATANABE
Stait wriee -

Dufing her upcoming visit
to Japad, Quéen Silvid of Swe-

-den will take part in a serles

of events aimed- at drawing
Japanes¢ and international

‘attention "to"the protection of

‘the rights of minors and to the
‘problem of commerdial sexu-
al exploitation of children,

“Queen’ Silvia  has. shown
keen Interest in many issues,

'| -particularly in'the education-
ial and social fields, She'is ac-

tively involved in work for the

| disabled and is chairperson of

‘the Royal: Wedding “Fund
which supports. research in
‘sports and games for disabled
youth. R

.. On.May 28, Queen Silvia is
‘scheduled to deliver a key-
‘note speech at the Swedish
Embassy in Tokye for a
follow-up meeting of the
'World Congress Against Com-
‘mercial Sexual Exploitation
of Children, which was held
last August in Stockholm. An
additional internstional sym-

*,

LAY

posium gn the same topic is
planned for the same evening
in the presénce of the queen
-at the Ginza Saison Theater in
Tokyo.

. Both events will be co-host-

. ed by the Embassy of Sweden
and the Japan Committce for
UNICEF, the United Nations
Childfen’s Fund.

"~ The follow-up meeting in
Tokyo i3 designed to focus
mainly on the situation per-
taining to the rights of chil-

-dren in-Sweden ‘and. Jagha,

“While other industrial na-

tions -have Introduced mga- .
‘surés in tesponse to world-

wide public uproar, Japan
stitl lacks adequate legal pro-
visions te protect children
from sexual abuse and child
poraography,”” said Junkn
Miyamoto, head of ECPAT
Japan; an NGO greup. ..
She is hoping that this meet-

ing, held in Japan with the .

participation of fHe Queen of
‘Sweden. will' raise public
awareness on the subject and
put pressure on politicians

Y

TR

TP : o

Fofilrn N

A UNICEF postar against
child prestitution

and senior bureaucrats to en-
act legistative changes. “'The
introduction of legal provi-

_sions is the absolute first step
- in eliminating this problem,”

Miyamoto said,

Other speakers at the maest-

ing will inctude Interpol Pres-
ident Toshineri . Kanemato,
who is expected to speak
about internaticnal police co-

LG5 e

Events aim to protect children’s rights

operation to fight crime
against minors,

Last year's world congress
the first of its kind, was orga
nized under the J)atronage a
. Queen Silvia, and the Swedist
government acted as a host ir
cooperation with UNICEFR
End Child Prostitution i
Asian Tourism (ECPAT) ant
the NGO Group o6n the Right:
of the Child. The event was :
huge success, drawing repre
sentatives of 122 national gov

| érnments, some 20 interna

tional organizations anc
about 500 nongovernmenta
organizations.

At the coneclusion of the
world meeting, the actior
plan based on the Ui.N. Con
vention on the Rights of the
Chiid was adopted. It empha
sized the importance of lega
protection ‘in child pornsgra
phy and other forms of sexua
abuse of children, and it alsc
cailed for intensified nationa
-and international police coop
eration to fight the sale an¢
trafficking of ¢hildren.
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