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An S4-yeur-old former Im-

ese Army police

perial Ja
was stationed in

officer

Japan’s puppet state of Man-  §

churfa during Worid War I1
told the Tokyo Distriet Court

on Wednesday that the army °

conducted germ.warfare ex-
periments .on lanocent Chi-
nese civitians,

Yutaks -Mio spoke before
the court for Chinese plain-
tiffs who filed a lawsuit

against the Japanese govern-.
1 ment in 1995, claiming mem-
bers ‘of their families were®’
kilied’by the experimenta. -
- ‘Pheiplaintiffs are demangd-"
ing an spology and Y20 mil-.

Hon eech in damages from the

Japanese government. -
Miq said that.as a milita

policeman In 1944, he Lodl

four Chinese men, two. of
wham:he believes were inno-
cent, tothe army’s Unit 731 in

Dalian, . - .
" He confirmed. that one of

the two.men was Wang Yaox- -

uan, father of Wang Yiping,
ons of the plaintiffs.
“I have to say:that my act

{of taking innocent men to . lea

Tnit 721} sheuld be regarded

+

a8 murder,” Wio told ‘the .

YUTAKA MIO, & former impsrisi Japsnese Army policeman,
- ficos roporters Wednesday afier lestifying for Chiness plain-
" tiffs uc_.mnggmawiwm'rplqu.

court, crying. “And I should

be called a murderer,”*

_.He sald hiz police unit ar---
rested Chen Deloog in 1943 for

spying for the Seviet Union.

Because Chen mentioreq. :
the nimes of Wang Yaexuan '
) ancL'Wa:f Xuenian-as his-col-

leagues

es during the jnierroga-
tion, Mio and his subordinates
aiso arrested the'two men,

v

TOSHMAEDAPHOTO 7
“The two.remained e,
but my boss told me that the
reason why they kept silent.

durnped water op them. .
“Unable to breathe, they
sereamed 0K, I will tell

vou!’ But we didn't get any-
thing that could comnect them

| with spying.”

Then, acting on the orders
of his superior, Mio took ihe
two men by train to Uit 731
in Dalian, he said. :

Like other army pelice offi-
cers, Mio did not kmow exact-
ly what Unit 731 was doing at
the time, but he knew. that the .
men be {ook there would nev-
er refurn alive.. .

Hesaidlﬂ(armypoﬁégmen -
who were taken o war-crimi-

na! detention facilifies after
World War Y] confessed {hey
had sent a total of 504 Chinese *
o Unit 731 -7

Based on the fact that giore -

than 5,00¢ Japanese army po-

Heemen were stationed in -

Manchoria’ during the war,
Mio estimates, that the fotal

was becanse they were high- “mumber of Chinese taken to

ranking ‘members of the Chi- Unit 731 fopped 3,000, : ..
nese Communist Party,” Mio- . Although Unit 731 started .

sgid, “So § kept torfuring.
them. I made them tay down,

.1 covered their mouths, ted

their arms and legs, put hagd-
kerchiefs on their: noses and

biological experimenis ou
captured. apti-japanese mili-
tia menin 1933, innocent civil-
{ans became involved around
1938, Mio said.
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Japan can’t advance if i doesw’t change

This Iy tho GOt i A svnes of WRdes
by 10 pio-eminent Jopanged and K.
89 IPINRE I0odees Bl 18suns Laciog Ja
O 16 dtfek tha centenary of The Jopan
fings
By OEBUARD HIELSCHER

Waoukln'd it have been nice
le have Japan's Crown Prince
and Crown Princess attend
Lse funeral for Brincess |H-
ann In London?

it would have shown the
world thal Japan cares aml
that lts Imperi- ;
of Pamdly real- © 0
ly Telt a3 close
{o the British
HRoynl Eamily -
ns offieinl - 3k
statements i
claim. Tuslend, :
it was decided . 3
to huve Japan’s ambassader
to Lumdon attend

What a missed PR opportu-
nity for Japan!

Most probably the decision
wos madd on the advice of the
bureaucrats from the lmperl-
al llousehold Agency because

there was no precedent to jus-
tify the journey.

Discussing the Emperial
Family ls generatly Gowned
upon by the move respectable
ameng Japan's wass media,
Preferably, such things are
left to certain weeklies and
se-called wide shows on tela-
viston.

But there are seme aspects
of Japaa's emperor system
that, 1 believe, descrve open
and respousible public debato
because this cou]ld greatly in-
fluence the tdure vourse of
thls country.

Ixample 1: When Princess
Kiko gave birth to her secund
duu%hter in December 1904
this Tappy event provided an
oxcuse for cerlain wecklies o
spequlale abowt “irereased
pressure” on the Crown Prin-
cess 1o produco & future heie
to the throne. Of course, one
conld alse iake the upposite
vlew and argue, sinve il was a
yirl -- apparently {he eighth
in a row for the Imperial

Famity - - the pressure on ko
Crown Princess should have
lessened hecause princesses,
according to the Imperial
Houschold  Law {Koshitsu
Tempan), are excluded from
accession to the throne,

If  anything, pressure
should bt Increaged on the po-

S

100 YEARS, 100 VIEWS

litical parlics of Japan to re-
view aut change this anach-
tonistic law to mauke it com-
ply with one of the bagic te-
neis of the pustwar Conslitu-
tion--- that men and women
are e?ual before the law. |
was always puzzled why Ta-
kako Doi, an oxpert on cousti-
tuttenal {aw, did vot tnke the

Listtiative to have the diseriha-
lndory clause stricken from
the Koshitsu Tempan while
she was head of the Socialist
Party of Japan,

When I asked her directly,
well after she bad been elecl-
od Speaker of the lLower
touse, Dol referred mie Lo So-
clalist Upper House member
Manae }Eubulu.. who had
raised the issue al a commit-
{ee meetlng of the Diet's sec-
ond chamber. (Guod for hee!)
But that didn't vesult in any
change. S0 Dui, now back in
politics ns tiie chair of the So-
cial Domocratic Pacty, Is free
to take up the issuc herseli.

Il no party hus the gais to
challenge the traditionalists
at the lmperial Howsehold
Agency, who stubboraly de-
fend the eurrent vestriclions
on successton to the throns,
maybe the female membersy
of t{te Diet coutd band togeth-
or across party lines and
Jointly spumsor a bill to
change the Imperial Nouse-

CONTMIGED FROM PAGE 1

mozonoe upon his dealh in 1762
aud abdicated in favor of Mo-
mozonu’s son in 1770

Until 1889, when the first
Imperial Household Law was
promulgated together with
the Meiji Constitution, it was
legally possible for women to
aseerd the throne. The Meiji
Constitution was dumped af.
ter the war and a new Imperi-
al Household Law was enact-
ed in 1M7. The restriction of
succession to male heirs was
maintained in spite of lovd de-
mands for Hs abolition at the
time,

AlL it takes to change that
law Is a simple majority of
the votes in both houses of the
Diet. There also '3 a prece.
dent [or a postwar change in
the law. 50 what is holding
back Jagan’s politictans?
Why don’t even the female bi-
et members start moving on
the issue?

Basieally, 1 think, it is a
lack uf leadership and lack of
& sense of dircction, but also
hesitation te touch controver-
slal issues: Jfapan’s politi-
ciang behave more like bu-
reauerats. Withool this
changé to the Imperial House-
hold Law the process of giv-
ing the wamen of Japan equal
rights remains incomplete.
Without i, Japan's modern-
ization ig incomplete,

Example 2: Talking of mod-
ernization, isn't it ahout time
to take another look at the
way the cmperors are count-
ed? Is it really acceptable ina
modern nation, administered
by a government supposedly
based on the principles of law
and rationatity, to refer to the
present monarch in govern-
ment publications as the 125th
Emperor of Japan?

A commission of experts
from various Helds should be
created to examine the ques-
tion where mythology ends
and where the histocy of the
Tmperisl Family ing. One
way to find out the truth
would be to allow examining
one or twe of the tumuli asso-
cialed with the early emper-
ors such es the Sujin Tenno-
ryain Nara, Sujin befng tradi-
tonally counted as the 1oth
emperor of Japan and the
fivat about whom historical
evidence seems to exist,

hold Law.

[ s swve they would ge
supporl from many of thel
male colleagises, including
stne anlikely vz Like [ehie
Ozawa.

When 1 questioned the lead
er of Shinshinto, the larges
ufposiilun party, on his view
about an empress he replies
“Why not? We have had then
in the pasi.”

At least one current Cahine
member, Junichive Kolzumi
fas oxpressed his willingnes:
o support sueh o change o
law. And even Prime Minisie
Ryutare Hashimoto seenr
willing to agree *if the major
ity of the prople want it.”

In fact, there have been m
less than 10 enpresses — o
almest one for every W cm
perors - - and that does nol. in
clude the Sun Gudidess, The
most recent epress wag Go
Sakuramachi, the 117th Ten
1o by the traditional count
who (ollowed her brother Mo
GONTINGED 04 PABE 4
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Example 3: More than halt
a century alter the end of the
Pacilic War and almost cight
years after the death of the
Emperor Showa it should be
possthle o address in a de-
tached but honest manaer one
of the most Lroubling ques-
tions of postwar Japan: Dnes
-— and if 50 to what extent -
the last emperor share re-
spongiblity for the war?

This is the starting-point
and the crux of the whole de-
bate — or rather nondebate
on how Japan should face up
to its recent history, Without
a convincing answer o this
question the war chapter will
remain painfully cpen, both

_ for Japan and for her neigh

bors; any hope that they will
forget the issue is futile.

It may have been conve-
tient during the 1.8, Oceupa-
tion to keep the emperor in
place when the GHQ ruled Ja-
pan. But by doing so the
chanee was missed to make 2
tlear cut belween Japan's
“unfortunate pasi” and the
new beginning after the war.
This ambiguity has aitowed
the unrepentant and the in-
corrigible to regain consider-
able influence over postwar
Japan and to poison the rela-
tions of the “new Japan' with
her neighbors.

Japan will continue to suf-
fer the co as fong
a3 it tries to run away from its
own history. Nobody is all
good, nobody is ail bad, Only
when Japan genuinely ac-
cepls also the fess pleasant
aspects of ifs past will it be
considered 2 mature modern
nation that can be trusted.

Accepting that past im-
plies, I beiieve, an obligalion
to create conditions that
would make it extremely dif-
ficult, if not outright imposst-
ble, for Japan to again try
subjecting her Astan nefgh-
bors to colonization or mili-
tary aggression. A function-
ing democralic system is, of
course, the mout effective
brake against this kind of ad-
venturiym.

But it is nol ennugh just to
have democratic institutions,
People also have to be made
aware of the dangerous temp-
tations of power and of every-
body's shared responsibility
to resist the abuse of power.

ance if it doesn’t change

Already in school the youpg
must be tavght what went
wrong in the past and why
and how a repetition can be
revented. While there have
n some improvements in
the way Japan's recent histo-
ry is presented in school-
beoks, they are still woelully
.short on’detail, analysis and
evaluation.

This Is not just a matter of
using this or that word to de-
scribe a particular act of war
or certain inhuman behavior.
The whele approach ls com.
pletely insufficient.

And it preduces the strange
result that Japanese educated
under the poslwar system
don’t know very much about
what their fathers and grand-
fathers did to olher Asian
counirics and peoples while
the ehildren 2nd grandchit-
dren of the victims are belng
taught in great detail what
happened to their loved ooes,
to ir villages or cities at
the hemds of the Japancse.

Individual Japanese, when
confronted with this gap, tend
to react like any decent hr
man heing would; They usu-
ally feel ashamed about their
lack of knewledge and want io
m:i\ke some gesture of good-
wili.

And more determined indi-
viduals — like former history
gml‘easor Saburo lenaga in
is court hattle against the

~Education Ministry, conclud-

ed recently after 32 years —
fight for eotrections in the ed-
ucation system.

The problem, therefore, s
not “the Japanese” hut a
navrow-minded and short-
sighted education policy that
deliberately restricts 1he
teaching materials abowt Ja-
pan's "unfortunate past” to
the minimum the Education
Minisiry can get away with.

Against this background it
Is to be apprectated that the
current eslion minister
and his predecessor have
corne around to defending the
mentioning of forced prostily-
tion at Japanese military
brothels in new schoolbooks
for use in middle schoois.

Some rightist revisionists
are demanding. for various
feasons, that all references lo
“ntilitary comfort women™
should be eliminated. Some of

these revisionists consider
any ntendion of this issue in
schootbooks **masochistic,”
others deny that there was
any such {oreed prostitution
because there is supposcdly
not enough proof that these
women were forcibly Lxken to
military brothets, while oth.
ers claim these women were
noihing but prostitutes be.
cause they were paid some
money for their “services.”

This last opinion, expressed
by 8 member of the Dlet,
shows such cynieal disregard
for the feclings of violated
wamen that one wonders how
that man ever gol clected.

Regarding the denial of
proven force, let it suffice to
say that even if some of these
women were [ured by {alse
promises of decent work they
were cerlainly not allowed to
leave once they discovered
what kind of “work™ they
were expected ta do, and it
they refused to comply they
were beaten or otherwise
forced to submit; many were
mutilated, some even killed in
the process. Undoubtediy this
also constituted forced prosti-
tution.

As to the masochism argyu-
ment, it amounts o ne mere
than trying to run away from
unpleasant truths. That is
childish behavior at best. If
the pride of these people as
Japanese depends on denying
or hiding facts of history
which apparently even they
consider dishonocable then
their's is 2 very shallow and
immature kind of pride in-
deed

It is sad that so much time
and energy had to be spent
Just to gel the Japanese pub-
lie te more or less accept the
truth. In the process, the sur-
viving vietims were almost
forgolten. It teok the Japa-
nese goveriinent 50 years lo
make at feast some amends.
What Japan i3 offering
through its Asian Women's
Fund Is a far ery from proper
compensation for the degra-
dation and violation suffered
by these women.

Still, if some of them ac-
cepled this “consalation men-
ey™ anyway, who could blame
them for wanting to get soime
reitef for the remaining years
of their tives -- at least the
money came "from Japan.”
But I do admire the pride of
these victims who wil not

lzke anylhing except prope
compensation through officis
channels,

That the Japavese poverr
ment tried to avoid just tha
and keep up Lhe pretense tha
this is “private” money
shows how much Japancs
politics iy still dominated b,
narrow Lureaucratic thinkin
-— namely, to avoid acceptin
responsibilily by all means -
a3 opposed to political lender
ship.

Just imagine how different
ly Japan would be [ocked at -
and respected — if the Dic
had enacled a law granting
these old ladies modest pen
sions so thal they could spenc
the rest of Lheir lives fre
from financial worries,

But then, how can you ex
peet Japan te be magnani
mous to foreigners when it is
so bureaucratic and tight-fist:
ed even toward some Japa
nese wiar viclims. T am refer
ring to the treakment of “war
orpthans'” teft behind int China
in 1945, usually as small chil-
dren,

From time te fime a group
of these people are invited to
Japan. Here they have to go
through the painful process of
trying to locate some refa-
tives if they want to stay in
this country for the rest of
their lives. Why can't the gov-
ernment accept all of these
people so tong as they ean
prove their Japanese descent
in some way and desire to
move to Jepan? After all,
there are only helween 5,000
and 6,000 war erphans surviv.
ing in China.

Germany last year alone
took in almost 173,000 people
of German descent, mostiy
from the lervitory of the for-
mer Soviet Union. Is it too
much of a burden for Japanto
look after a few thousand of
their kin? "The Japanese are
only kind to dogs,” the Asahi
Shimbun quoted one bitter
war orphan as saying. Welt,
am not 56 sure about the kind-
nesstodogs in Japan. But [ do
find the indifference of the
government and much of the
public to the fate of these war
orphans appatling,

Gabivirdt aafschor o the Far East cor-
wpcricent of Suckdeulache e L.
mch, Carmery, and 3 pear rovident of
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By SALEM HICKS
Ragional cormespondent

0SAKA — Determined to
bring attention to the unfair
working conditions faced by
many women in Japan, an in-
dependent group recently
went to Europe o present re-
ports of sexual discrimina-
tion. ‘

The Working Women's Net-
work, an Osaka-based group,
briefed such bodies as the In-
ternational Labor Organiza-
tion and the United Nations
Human Rights Committee on
current lawsuits by women
against their employers and
gave detailed data on working
conditions.

The group also criticized
Tokyo government officials
and Rengo (the Japanese
Trade Union Confederation)
for releasing misleading and
inaceurate portrayals of
women’s working conditions.

“Some L0 officials whom
we met told us that they want-
ed data like the ones we sub-
mitted but couldn’t use them
ag formal documents because
our group-is not a labor
tmion,” said Shizuko Koedo, a
member of WWN who joined
the trip last month,

A 1998 report submitted to
the 1LO by the Japanese gov-
ernment satd that women
earned approximately 80 per-
cent as much as their male
counterparts for similar work
in 1904,

However, the disparity is
much greater, because the
gap widens with the worker’s
age, according to wage data
compiled by the Association

af Warman Warling far Trad,

ing Companies, which was in-
cluded in the WWN’s reports
to the ILO.

The association’s findings
in 1994 show that salaries for
women at trading firms stood
at 80 percent of males at age .
25, 65 percent at age 30, 55
percent at age 35 and a mere
52 percent at age 45,

At Nissho Iwai Corp., a
leading general trading firm,
an average 45-year-old fe-
male employee earned 53 per-
cent as much as her male co-
workers in 1983, but the figure
fell to 51.7 percent in 1994, de-
spite the enactment of the
Equal Employment Opportu-
nities Law in 1986, according
to the association.

Two of the 12 Japanese
members who visited the ILO-

. last month also explained.

their lawsuits against their
employers, two Sumitomo
group companies, for alleged
sexual discriminatory salary
scale and promotion systems
in violation of the 1986 law.
While the government has
stated that “'fewer years of
experience and a lower aca-
demic background’’ account-
ed for the women’s lower
wages, the group insists that
company labor management
policies force women to retire
at an early stage of their ca-
reer. _
According to the WWN re-
port, the average length of
service for women at nine
major trading f{irms grew
from 8.3 years in 1980 to 12.1
in 1989, and the percentage of
new female employees with
university degrees rose from

L I R b lem ADNN b A D e

Group tells ILO, U.N. of Japan’s misleadin

]

MEMBERS

" of the Working Women's Network

4

greet Talma Khan {right), chairwoman of the

statistics, inequities

United Nations Committes on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Wormen, at the U.N. in
Ganeva. PHOTO GCOURTESY OF THE WORKING WOMEN'S NETWORK

cent in 1092, However, female

employees on the manage-

" ment track aecounted for a

mere 1.5 percent of the total.

The ILO concurred with
WWN that one of the main
reasons for the differential
between men and women
working at private enterpris-
es in Japan is the two-track

- employment system — men

are hired on a managerial
course while women are em-
ployed on a clerical course.
The two-track system, men-
tioned in the 1986 law, is used
by administrations to conceal
discrimination against wom-
en by claiming that the dis-
parity in wages is caused by
job difference, not gender dis-

: H TIIYATRT
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members said.

Koedo said job analysis and
assessment based on job con-
tent need fo be earried out by
an impartial assessment
agency, not by the companies
themselves.

Last year, the ILO Commit-
tee of Experts on the Applica-
tion of Conventions and Rec-
ommendations of Treaty 100
suggested io the Japanese
government that “‘measures
be taken to introduce systems
which enable an objective ap-
praisal of jobs.”

“110 officials told us to
send any court decisions per-
taining to gender discrimina-
tion in Japan, asthey are giv-
en a lot of weight by the advi-

el

“Even lower level court deci-
sions are viewed as being im-
portant at the ILO and they
told us it was not necessary to
transiate the documenrts.
“Nohody (outside Japan)
knows abouf the iwoirack
system or about wage dis-
crimination in Japan,” sbe
said. “We know pressure

. from overseas is impoertant io

the Japanese government.
That s why we weni to Gene-
va. We have a responsibility
to change the situation for
young workers.,”

The group also plans 1o at-
tend a symposium on labor is-
sues held by the European
Unien and Japan’s Labor
Ministry in Brussels in Janu-
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