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S ALA-FPilipina, inc.
an-organizalion of Fliping swiviveraol rape and sex slnvery by lapanese roops d@lrhjg.?‘jq;}g War
I and of haman rights arcl peace aclivists and partners; envistonlng a world of peace, without

rape, sex slavery and olher forms of violence on women in way and armed conflict sitiatjops

g
26 Movember 1997 ]
E
_ Mr. Bumbei Hara 3
Chairmmn, Azisn Women’a Pund ? _
2-17-42 Akaaska, Migato-Xu Tokyo, Japan
Dear Mr. Hara : j

Wa aro the Filipino sarvivors of Japanese wastime military sexual slavery, belonging to
LILA Pilipina, who recently accepted the Asian Women®s Pand.

- Wa have. applied for the AWF becunge of our immediate and pressing need to alleviafe the

difficult living conditicns we find ourselves in. Neverthelesa, we wish to declore al the
outset that oue acceptance of the AWYF doez not in any way substitnte for our right to sinte,
legal compeneation from the Japanest government nor does it soy way disinish owr
commitment to pure owr demand for what is truly just. : :

We also strive for the day when we will receive an apology letter from the Jupausze
government conlaining sa admission of official responsibility, and accompanied by stale

Having stated this, we now wish 1o bring to your altemtion our dissppoinbneat over AWFs
policy o the distribution period and mansgement of the AWF, particniscly on the Medical
and Welfiwre Assistanco foad componeat from the Japancse governmerd. :

Although the Inmp sum amovat of 2 million yen is given direcily upon identification of the
wrvivor and is the sace for all the victine im Korea, Taiwan and the Philippines, on the
other haad, the Medical sad Welfare Amistance componeat being given to Filipine victims
is not equal in amount to that which ix given to victime in Korea and Taiwan. Parthermore,
this Medical and Welfare Assistance to Filipino survivors is being given on 2 five-yesr
instaliment basis whereas the same fitnd is immedintely given together with the hunp s
amouet to survivors in Korea and Taiwaa,

)




We vall on the Asian Women’s Fund to remit the Medical and Welfars Assistance fond to
us Fa]zpmo viotims in the same mnount being aiven 10 Koreen viclims and lo scrap its
{ive-year installment distribution period for its medical and welfire assistance for the
Filipina survivors, The peried of distribution is loo long and the procedurs and guidelines
fox the ralease of the find is inflexible and uncognizant of the aotual needs of the Lolns. Wa
Lolas have no participation at all in seiting (he gnidelines. The Department of Social
Welfare and Devolopment do nel lister when we explain to them what our aciual needs aro
to which they shouid dirzct the disburzerent of the money,

Isn’t he Medical and Welfare Assistance find money for us victims? Why shouid the
DSWD teil us where the meney should be spenl instead of us directing thom aa to what
reed they should disburse the fund? Perhaps you sre aware that several of us Lolas will aet
be abla to live longer than a year or two because of cancer, hesrt ailments and other
illnesses. How then can we avail of the Medxcal fimd in five vesrs?

Filipina Lolag wish to demend thal AWF re-direct its policies so that thoy may be more |
respongive to, and respectinl of, the needa, situadions and rights of identified survivors, snd
to correct unegnal sad discriminatory policies as we have mestioned sbove. We call for

 the full, immediale release of the AWF Medical and Welfare Amistance directly to the

ldentlﬁad SNVIVOSS,

Al this point, please know our foelings of being very much frustrated and oftentimes
augered by the ingensitivily and bureaucracy of your distribution and menagement
procedure. We Lolas are now old and sickly - we want {0 be froated wilh dtgnty

. Sincettly yomrs,

ST

On behaifof 17 Filtpmo Loias of LILA P:iapma who received the AWFE:
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