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 tion over the- Tnternet, and.it wonld not be desirable topasslaws
that needlessly regulate materials dmsemmted over me'nct.wbrk :
or prevent it from meeting its potcniml..m

Sex industry must be bettér regulated ”

}é..r!l

na

b/ 2/eE DA vpTneey. {20
W'th its m:wly proposed public morals’ bnll, ﬂw Natmnal
Police- Agancy is hoping 1o take the initiative-in'fighting the
aggmsswe -intrusion of the sex mdnstry s newest businesses mto
the nation’s ‘homes.
TthPAxsconcemedbythcgmwthofﬂmcbusmesscs,many
of which have no fixed address and operate over the Internet or

. through the mass distribution of fliers i in remdenuai mailboxes.

Exrstmg Iaws. the ‘agency said, were notdraftcd withi ﬂ:ese

,,cmfty new deu.lcrs mmmd, and-do: notmsmr:tﬂlmacuvmes.

As these businesses grow, it is’ unlynamrai thai!helawbe

Hutﬂctlng pornography on lnternot

Internet-based pomography distributors arg mrgeted m the
bﬂL According to the NPA, more than 3,000-Japanese porn dis- .

tributors work exclusively over the Intemeét. Abonit haif of thése ..
- dealets sel} illegal materials. Under’ sthe bill. alf: Interneét-based: ©

porn dealers would be requured to regmter Wlﬂl prefecmral puly

: Débate has been raging over the: free dxstnbunou £ informa- .

But society has placed restrictions on. porpogiaph:
Internet-must abide by hese restrictions. New Iaws; wonﬂd pro-
vide police with:a powerful weapon atid Felp’ them 10 otk
down on unregistered porn dealers. The prcfectw:a! comn:ussmns
would also have the power to régnlste these businesses.

. Thers is plenty. of legal sexual information that mustbe t
from ¢hildren. One way 1. do that is to di.éﬁn“gmsll mfmmauon

‘«:-.Protoctinyehlldnn ‘,: -'7 e

new law strictly'1 rcs!nctsthem.

ml:endbd for adnit eyes “only from other’ types; and nnpose
‘restrictions. Tothatend,ﬂ:ebzﬁwoalamakextxﬁegaltooﬂ‘er
certa:ncamgomofmfomaﬁontoyom :
Itwﬂlnotbeeasytobepc}n’ldmnzwayfmmpomogzaphy
_butit is not an impossible task. - . . v
The bill wonld aisorequmlnrﬂnetmce prcmdmwmom
xtorpcmcgraphysztes.'fhepmnderspmﬁtﬁmsexml’“feb
sxtesandaremaposmonmmanagemchdata.
) Tmswmhmwﬁkrmmtcommlmgs,whxbsa}fm
prov:dcrs must eliminate - ilegal- information from their sites. |

- Althongh, this’ doesmt imvg legal force and providers' who faﬂ
4tondmexserversofpomograpinccommtwﬁlmtbepnmshed,
_ wehopetheymliveiumﬂy try to remove soch information.- -

- The bilk seeks restrictions onsextdepbm—dispaichcmnpa-i
mw&msmdwommmshmmandﬁmﬂmatdehmsexh:
v1deosbyma:l.‘Hme,busmmssmwouldbenaeqnzmdi::zegzsnara
and'the d:suibununof‘ﬂlerstorm wou}dbebmncd. i

i rs'shameful o find. thﬁe advemsmn:s in onr- maﬂboxes ke
and'plastered on: the: walls of telephone booths. We are woiried
abmxttiwnegauve cﬂ'ws of” theseads on clnldmz, andhopeﬁ}e.; }

“The phenomem ofm;a—kosax {danng fon money) pmszzm '

~tdon amongteenagegni'sshows that children today have-aques-

' tionable sense of morals, This may be a resuit of the aggressive

: intrusion oiscx-relamd btmms&cmto the pation’s homes.

'I]Jc:efom, wemnstﬁoeverythmgwemntomakeonrsoczcty i
moredecemandrcspectabk. o
(meFeb 13 YommnShmbm)
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Filipino ex-sex slaves picket royal céa;pﬁe

MANILA (A Elderly Filipl-
no women forced into sexual
slayery for Japanese troops
in World War II on Wednes-
day picketed a hotel where a
Fapanese prince and princess
are staying to seek help in ob-
taining - compengation for
thelr suffering. -

The 36 women, their heads
covered with scarfs ta fend off
the hot stp, seught but fatled

- deliver. it te them hecause -

- pan’s Ministry of Foreign Af-

to mest with Prince Akishino -

and Princess Kiko. _
“We-need justice now,”
said Catallna Lorenzo, 83.
“Many of us have passed
away.’t L I
Police stopped the women
from entering the hotel but al-
lowed them to protest outside.

A Japanese Krabassy offieial
told the protesters the royal
coiiple dould not meet therm.

“The official agreed to nc-
cept a letier addressed to the
couple, but saild he could net

“they "have no authority to
deal with the issue.” Instead,
the letter would be sent to Ja-

fairs, he said,

The pritice and princess ar-

rived Monday for a five-day
visit ' to attend’ festivities
marking the centennial of the
Philippines’ declaration of in-

- dependence from Spanish co-

lonial rule, - :
.Nelia Sancho, leader of Lila
Pilipina, a private support

group for the women, said
they wanted to ask the prince.
and prinicess to help obtain of-
ficial compensation from the
Japanese government,
Histerians say up to 200,000
Asian -and aother women
worked in military-run broth-
els, many against their will,

.for Japanese troops during

the Japan-China war and
Warld War 1. The Japanese
government denled any in-
volvement with the brothels
untii several years ago, and
has refused to provide money
directly to the women ‘-
known as “comfort women”
in Japan — saying that all.
war-related claims were set-
tled by postwar treaties. : ..

P

US. wartime interns urged to claim pay

R Compdoa fram wire tepans T

st

WASHINGTON — "ThH

o .

us

away' the liberty ‘of ‘an entire

*“Those: who want LG contact -

Justice' Department is trying’

-to find potential claimants:to

- the government’s program to
‘compensate Japanese-Ameri-

" cans interned during World
War.Il, saying the. program
~ will endin six months. .~ -

al Janet Reno urged potential
‘claimants to file with the Jus-
tice Department’s Office of
Redress " Administration - by
-April 10, It usuaily takes the
-office about six to eight weeks

~ The_ program, which was
created by the Civil Liberties
Aet of 1338, has paid out near-

“to 81,278 eligible claimants.

program ends Aug. 10 this
ear.” LT

- “This was a tragic chapter
; in the history of our nation. It
1 was a time when we took

‘more than 100 community
to'make a determination once’
a‘claim is fully decumented. -
-ed national historjcal re-
Iy $1.65 billion in réparations’

Individuals receive- a pay-'
ment ‘of $20,000. The 10-year .

.any eothpensation. But the of-

‘comimupity of Americans,”

Rend said. “Time-is runnitig
out. [ urge anyone who might
be eligible to come forward.t
'DeDe Greere, an Office of

‘Redress administrator, told a

news briefing that the pro-

n nith: . : gtam has more than $19 mil-
. Last week, Attorney Gener- -

lion remdining “atid that an-
other 2,200 individuais may be -
eligible foi payments. '

- - Over the past 10 years,: .tlie

office said it has organized

workshops, spoken to hun-
dreds of church, legal and
community groups, conduct-

search, and sent out thou-
sands of letters and applica-
Despite such extensive out-

reach” efforts, Greene said |.

many of the people remained
unaccounted for and may
have'died without receiving

fice still has a responsibility

to try to locate them.

the office with any informa--
tion ‘on poténtial -claimants
should leave a message on the *
‘24-hour, toll-free Help Line at
1-888-219-6900; write to the Of-.
fice of Redress Administra-
tion at'P.Q. Box 66260, Wash- *
ington D.C. 20035-6260; or vis-
it" ‘the  Web ° site
(www usdoi.gov/crt/oral -
main.hienl). e h
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By SUMIKO OSHIMA
Statf writer . .
Although she had lived in
Japan for years, Wang Xuan,
45, had never talked with Jap-
anes¢ people abouwt World
War II — to say nothing of
what she heard from her fa-
ther about the natlon’s war-
time atrocities in China.
But'Wang, a former Eng-
lish teacher now representing
108 Chinese victims and rela-
tives of victims of Japan’s
germ warfare, tock the stand
Monday at the Tokyo District
Cowt to call for Japan to
squarely face its dark past.

“The Japanese government
must acknowledge the fact
and officially apologize,” her
voice echoed through the
courtroom Monday as some
100 Japanese and Chinese
supporters logked on.

“For us, the germ warfare
is not an event in the past, but

still a threat,”” Wang told the.

court. ““Evenh now, examina-
tions of fleas and mice in the
town show they have antibod-
ies to the plague. That means
the disease germs remain in
the town and could cause an-
other epidemic.”

Nearly 400 people died of
the piague in her hometown of
Chongshan, Zhejiang Prov-
ince, in 1942, she said, noting
her uncle was among them.

- Wang came to Japan in 1987
to study. After completing her
master’s ‘degree in ‘English
education at Tsukubs Univer-
sity, she planned to pursue
further studies in the United
States.

- But’an odd twist came in
1995, when she read a newspa-
per story about the germ at-
tack on her hometown by the
Imperial Japanese Army’s
Unit 731, a detachment known
for frequently carrying out le-
thal medieal experiments on
thousands of prisoners of war

mese hop
_Eﬁﬁ& 731 vic in

-

WANG XUAN, who represents 108 Chinese victims and rela-

es suit gives

closure

tives of victims of Japan's wartime germ warfare now suing
the Japanese government, addresses plaintitfs gathered in
Tokyo on Sunday. sumikooshiMarioro ) :

and civilians. Surprised to
find her homelown men-
tioned, she contacted Japa-
nese researchers investigat-
ing the attacks. -

“It was my first time to talk
about the war with Japanese
people. I was moved by those
who have been involved in the
investigation,” Wang said.

" Since then, she has made it
her mission to travel back
and forth between Japan and
China, organizing the plain-
tiffs and helping researchers
and lawyers prepare légal ac-
tion. In their visit to the af-
fected area, where most vil-

lagers’ image of the Japanese

has not changed in more than
half a century, Wang was in-
dispensable for both the Chi-
nese and Jaganese to commu-
nicate.

“The viltagers are stiit

scared and do not trust the

“Japanese. The Japanese ar-

my was so brutal. But by de-
veloping human relations,
their image of the Japanese
has begun to change,” Wang
said. “What is valuable about
this lawsuit is that now both
Chinese and Japanese are co-
operating, and working hard
together.” S

For decades, Unit 731’s ac-
tivities were one of Japan’'s
greatest wartime secrets.
The government admitted the
unit existed, but refused to
confirm the scope of its activi-
ties. ‘

“The most important thing
is to reveal the facts,” Wang
said. “We are not fighting for
money, but for dignity.’’ She
believes the suit will help
buitd friendly bilateral rela-
tions. o
I?S“' }7;’:? j:;-y‘:.’.‘.w ! :\Luu':'.f:i
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Prime’ M{nistér Ryutaro Haqhv

“moto’s letters of apology to flve ©

Bidlippise wowen forced to haye sex

‘. with_Jgpanese servicemen dunag.‘),.
“Woarld. War 1 kave been rsjected;

Chief Cabinet Secretqry Kpnezg.

‘Muraoka said Thursday,
Muraoka said’ the letlers. whigh .
. were re)ected to protest lhe: goveriy-
ment’s tefusal to compensate the .
women for their suffering, regched
Hashlmoto oh; W«.dnesday via ‘<
- lapaness civic group.-He said the-
rejection might be the resulz of a’
“mlsunderstandmg "

Atd pews: confeteﬁce, Mura,oka

* reitecated the government's posxuon

of not providing direct compensation .
10 such women—duphemistically -
called “comfort women"—sayiug that

all war-related claims have a],tea.dy

bcen legally settle-¢

“eda pnvate fiund o pravide fingricial
compensanoa _former comfort
womed,
Without claboraung, Mumoka said
“the women may have ndisundersioed
Hﬂshunoto § letter and how the fund
operated, : : ‘
The govemmcnt hopes the flnd
Twill conhnua sfforts” to” pain: the
women’s understinding of the gov-
“erninent’s pOsmon. he saud o
“The five womgn=~in: their ‘60s .or
- 70salsa refused to accept medical
and welfare assistance ;worth ¥1.2
" million- per ‘pérson over a’ five-yéar

o period, ac:;ordmg to! ‘Ken- AmmtSu a’

reptesentats.ye 'of the Citizéns’ Fuid-
“for Redfess ¢f World War T Victxmsr
in Asia and Pacific. ; .
Lala—Plllpma, 4 local ‘Givia grotip,
reports that there aje 169, ﬁil,ly docir-
mented cases of fomler Pthppme

'200900
'-Phxlipplnes, Tndonesia, China and

- Jopajese, ‘soldiers before ‘md durmg
;_World War I1. -

=:'0n Wednesday, about 4() former:

-their. supporters held a rally in Manila_
to.seck a dinlogue with vxsning Pnnce
‘and’ Pnnwss ‘Akishino.. - 0 & .
. On the same- day, in. fmnt of tl;e :
" Japanese -Embassy-in Secul, about
200 supporters of former “Gomfort |
“Wwongen” protestéd Japan’s, rejt.cuou, |

cgmfoﬂ women’ rejact apology

C s Instead; the guvemma‘nthas tat- gorifort warien,” OF theri, 22 have

‘agcepled comgeusaﬁon and the prinio
- minister’s leiter of .xpoiogy, w
‘majority ‘Continue to demand dirgct-
compensatxon and an official dpology
“from the Japanese’ govemmant, Lhe,_

ile the

group says. :
- Higtorians esumate that up to .
womet - in . Kpreu, the

Taiwan were forced to have sex with .

Pruhppme “comfort - women and

of legal compensatlon o
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Daily Yomlun :
Three survivors of Tapapése iabor

7| befors the’ Tokyo District. Court on”

'I‘hursday in a bid to secure an “agolo- -
gy from the government ‘and $20,000

former internees.

It was the plm:mffs ﬁrst opporm
nity o speak in"detail about their
experiences since they filed the suit, -

.- one of about 30 similar war compen—
., sation cases, three years ago. °

The . governmem argies thal the

I coimpensation issue was settled by the

- the 1951 Treaty of San Francisco.
Arthur’; Tithenngtou, ‘of Bntam
told the covirt he had been forced 1o
work I a Taiwan copper_ mine,

© . where ‘guards: beat pnsoners w:th
"hamieis,

“E thank 1: is almmt lmpossible for

in compedsation for each of 20, 000

Former pnsoners of war testlfy
lin cempensatlon case in Toky_o

10(9-/‘?9"3 Y " anyone in this courtroom

stand the mental state of a,ny mah

“camps “in. World War -[T: testified- .who had 334 years, of living with fear, .-
starvanon and unnecessa:y ﬂlness,,.

he smd. .

Hank Zecmm of Ncw Zeala.nd,
s:ud he was 13 ‘when he was sent to
workmal&borcamp in East]ava ‘Of
the 2,000 . priseners. ‘who . were
intermed with him, only 620 survived
“the hard labor, diseasé and lacir. of
- médical reatment, he said, : .

- The" pl:unuff’s tawger, M.myu
Day, told 2 press conference after the
hearing: “Unui now, we have dLS—
~eussed’ Iegal atters. Today -was -

‘about the méral side of the case. We
areophm:sncthatlhecomwﬂlcom o

. out in ofir favor, but the battle contin- .
ustobefought.Wluleouebr&ath
. remaing id even one of these
mtm'aew, the banle wﬂl go on
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Former POWs testlfy in battle for compensatmn

: Aformer British prisonerof,
- war held by Japan-during
-World. War II on Thursday
. ‘criticized ' Prime: Minister |
" Ryutaro-Hashimoto for fail-

ing to address the . issue’ of
compensation for POWs.

.. Taking the witness stand at
the Tekye District Court, Ar-

thur Titherington, a.76-year-

-old Britlsh army veteran;
‘lashed ‘out against-an article
inthe Jan. 14 issue of the Brit-’

. ish tabloid The Sun, in which

‘Hashimoto reiterated his re-

- merse for Japan's treatmént
- .of British-POWs-more than'50-
years ago but'failed, to_men~

tion compensation...

< We reject” completely the
.words ‘of Hashimoto. We also,

reject the fact that no.com:"
".pensation’ was mentioned,",
' said Titherington. “*Money it--
.self ig"not. important. But’
,compematltm should be parti

‘and parcel of an apologjr e

Titherington -was : among

three former Allied POWs! ©
‘who took the stand in-a dam-|
~ages suit:filed by a group of' -
- former internees againat To—

kyo in January 1995,

~However, Tokyo has ruIed

out ‘state compensation,’ say-»
-ing _war-related- redressis- | '
'“sues were settled when peace’;

treaties were slgned after the

war, .-
Tlthermgton was captured

~in Singapore-in 1942 and sent

‘to ‘a copper mine in Taiwan,-

swhere he was forced to'work |

for 2% .years before. bemg
‘moved to another camp when

i
Wi . t-.. Cao bl e

Tithérington andsix: former *

- POWs and civilian internées’

.from Britain, ‘Australia, New:;
Zealand and the United States : -

" are seeking a formal wr:tten. ] .
-apology 4nd:$22,000 each from P

. the Japanese government. .

T

Arthur Tltharlngton -
the mine was closed He sa1d~

his life was constantlythreat-

- ened by Japanese. rmhtary of-
ficials and soldiers. -
“They .had the: abﬂzty and

the rightto kill us at any time, =,

for: whatever reasons;”” he®
said, -adding that . Japanese |
camp guards beat mtemees

' -mth bamboo stlcks nﬂes .
. their boots and hands “at any-“
] .txme, anywhere inthe camp.’” -
“¥ - He said-ghards ‘oftenhid . |
5 around :the -corners -in . the
i campami,]umpedcutmfroni :
. of the internees.”When. they

failed to bow, they were beat-

enthhmﬂas andswerds be .
. sald .

v ‘When asked by his lawyers:
. to describe his suffering dur--
- ing. internment, Titherington .

fell silent until he could col-
iect himself.

- MIt's almost - 1mposs;b1e to-
- expect. dnyone in this court-

room to understand the men-

tal state of any man-who had ;
three and a half years living -
in fear, starvation-and: illness

unnecessanly,” hé said. ‘.

" Gilbert Hair 56, from the

10.8., ‘and New  Zealander

Hendrick Zeeman, 69, also .
testrfzed Thursday, attnbut- .

;%7{'3 99‘:—’1’{0@% \Mﬂ)fﬂ

T

'mg theu‘ health prob;ems o
_internment.

Hair, who was 1memed in
the- thppm when he was 9
mopths’ old, said he has mn-
dergone surgery eight thmes
due to malmutrition and.the

" “conditions at his catop during

hlS childhood. : :

: Zeeman testified. that he is
umble to control his arms be-
cause.of-diseases he contract-
ed during internment in East
Java, then the Duteh East In-

- dies.

‘}Iheplamtszs argne that the
treatment they received in

-the -Japanese camps was in
violation of the 1907 Hague

treaty, which calls for hu-
manitarian freatment of in-
ternees in occupied territo-
ries. :

| The next hearing, possibly
theiast will be held March 26
at the Tokyo court:
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Police seize ¢ollection
of 3,000 tapes showing
-man with teenagers

" Morniurt Shimbun .
Police have arrested a middie school

. teucker from Omjya, Siltama Prefectiire,

on suspicion of paying for sex with two
igh school gizls who he met in a Tokyo
enfcrtainment district, #t was learned
Friday, S

Sadao Oluma, 46, allegedly videotaped
bis encounter with the girs.

~ - Police roportedly counfiscated saveral

video cameras and about 3,000 video-

tapes of Okuma’s sexual encounters
with minors; which were discavered ig
his house and his locker at the munici.

- palwua Talhei Middle School in

Omiya, ‘
Accurding to police, the teacher soligit-

ed the two girls In the Kabukiche enter-

Tokyo, on Jan, 5., -
Qlana allegedly paid the girls ¥76,000
o bave sexual relations with him at a
- hetel, police said. )

Police sald Okuma bagan videotaping
his sexual encounters aboyt 15 years ago. -
. He reportedly solicited middie aiid high

school girls in Kabukicho at weekends,

© tainment - digtrict of Shinjuka Ward,

Of the confiscated videotapes, about

'?3,%?%%? %%%% g@i‘paﬁﬁ sex with schoolgirls

GO ware kept in we school locker, palice

- 'said

- Okuina is a Iapanese-language ieacher
and oversees general affairs at the school,
police snid. . 3

The Tokyo metropolitan ordinance oy
juvenile welfare, ravised to includg the

.pation’s flrst regulations aimsd specifi.

caily at preventing adults from exploit-

.ing minors, was [implemented on Deg.
g | em WA Inplen ‘ :

O!Cuma répurtedlj;' ‘told police that he
knew about the ordinance but he liked
young girls. - Lo -

" Officials ‘at Taihei Middle School said -

they would apologize to the school’s sty

~deats and their pacents For the incident,

:
. » - - N L .
Lawyers set up hot line for women in workplace ?
Kyado News - . ia Miyazaki on’Saturday end the other ' ive overtims and late-night work, accord- ;
A group Of lawyers plans to expand its  «ities on Feb, 28, aims to kelp women who _.ing to the qukgsn_aan._. _ . :
free Rot-lina service for working women to  ave facing problems such as sexval harass- """ Thers are already reports of women whe
- Sapporo, Osaka, Nagoya and Miyazaki, 3 ment in. the warkplace of pressure o [6a¥e _ yave been mads to work tate into the night,
spokesman for the growp said Friday. ~  their companies. - " .. thespokesman said. As the domestic econ-
‘The lawyers bave been prividing free . Ope récent canse for worry is a cevision omy worsens, -there’ are also increasing
consuliations via a Tokyo het line twice a to the employment law, to be implemented  numbers of women wha have been laid off
week sisce 1994, the spokesman szid, from April next year, which will reimove  without being given sufficient notice as | .
The service, which is scheduled tobegin  measures that protect women from exces-  required by law, he added. ‘ }
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Hoes Eﬁ@@ Civil Code revision on hold™

But lawyer still fights for options for women, including spousal surnames

" By YOKO HANI

Stalt weitar

Two years have passed
since the Justice Ministry fi-
nalized a drafl to allow may-
ried couples to use different
stivhames - o proposal that
opponents say would under-
mine traditional family val-

ues. .

The Clvil Code revision was
never offictaily “approved by
the Cabinet begausé it met
with opposition frora the Lib-
eral Demecratic Party, and it
has since heen shelved, with

- jawmakers {rotn both therul-

Ing and o{:posit!on camps de-
ing little to revive it.
Lawyer Mizpho Fukushi-

‘ma, an advocate of the Clvil

Code rtevision, has already
walted 10 years for develop-
ments to reach their current
stage. '

Still, she is optimistie that
the Diet will eventually move
to epact thie revision. -

“Judging. from the trend of
the times, the revision, which
will change the law so that it
can give individuals more
choices; should be realized,”
Fukushima said.

- Currernitly, the Civil Code
requires married couples to
use one name, either the hus-
band’s or wife’s family name;
% percent of couples chioose
the man's surname.

The system, which has not
undergone a major change in
neatly 680 years, has drawn
oriticistn, especially from
women who beélieve changing
their family names creates
major disadvantages at their
place of work.

In February 1996, after five

years of discussion, an advi- -

sory panel to the justice min-
ister finalized the revision
ptan. :

The major changes sug-
gested by the plan would:

+ Allow marriage partners
to choose whether each re-

- talns their family name or us-

es the same name;

* Remove the distinction
between legitimate and ille-
gitimate children in regard to
iheir imherifance from par-

cents (children born out of-

wedlock are now entitled to

- only haif of what legitimate

offspring receive);

+ Allow a separation of
more than five years to con-
stitute reasonable grounds for
divorce. 3

Proponents had hoped the
Diet would promptly start de-
liberations on the revision
once the Justice Minisiry
compiied its draft plan. But
the é})lan has since been prac-
tically shelved, due mainiy to
division over the issue within
the LDP. .

Conservative lawmakers
argue that children who have
a surname different to that of
a parent could loge a sense of
helonging lo the famlly, They
ingist the changs weould cause
the family system to crumble.

Because the argnment by
opponents focuses on thelr
concept of the family, it has
never crossed with that of
gupperters, whe halleve the
revision wlll help crealo a se-
ciety that can tolerate diverse
lifestyles, -

Fukushima said she -has
never- ‘doubted that the
planned Civil Cede revision
would be an answer to the de-

.mands of the times.

“Some muhicipalities al-
ready have allowed women to
keep their original surnames
at the workplace even after
they chaige their naines
when thiey marry,” she said.
“The reality is steadily
changing.” .

Fukushima, who mainly
bandles marriage and di-
voree cases, has noticed a gap
between the law and public

"needs amid changing life-

apanese society

lacks the

flexibility to
change laws or
systems in.
accordance with the
public’s changing
nceds or wanis -
s ]
styles, including the increas-
ing number of working wom-
en and shifting attitudes to-
ward marviage and divorce
over the past 50 years,

Fighting stereotypes of the
family, she disagrees with op-
ponents that the proposed sys-
tem could threaten family
bonding.
“1 don't think one cannot

-have a good family retation-

ship because a last name is
ool shared,” she said. “The
important thing is that the re-
vision does not intend to ree-
ommend (that family mem-

‘bers use} different names,

but rather to increase the
amount of optiens available.
If you want to use the same
family name, you can do
that.” . .

Fukushima and her part-
ner, Yuichi Kaido, also a law-
yer, have been together for 17
years without registering as a
married couple. .

“I don't mind much wheth-
er our lifestyle is described as
& ‘marriage’ or not,’”’ she

=1.¢

Mizuho Fukushima

said. ““In my case, tlie impor-
tant thing is the substance of
our lives together and not the
definition,” .

Shie' adapted this style of

" partnership partly because

she felt uncomfortable that

nearly 100 percent of women

change their names upon get-
ting married. She feli that
women seem io be “merged”
into their husband’s family or
“18.“ . . .

The prewar fe system at-
tached importance to the con-
tinuation of a family by giving
the eldest son the exclusive
right to inherit the estate. The
practice was legally abolish-
ed after World War 1, with
the inheritance rights divided
among family members.. But
many features of the system
remain inlact today.

While working on cases con-
cerning family or women’s is-
sues, Fukushima published a
bovk titled “Marriage Is a
Gamble" a few years ago.

The beok sends a message
to women about the impor-
tance of having an indepen-
dent mind even afler mar-
riage. She says guitting work
and depending entirely on the
hushand for financial support
is like & novice gambler bet-
ting everything on a Las Ve-

as night

“I¢'s all right if a woman
wants to do this, and she may
win. But she should remem-

ber the fact that she is a be-.

ginner,” she said. “Marriage
does not necessarily guaran-
tee {a stable) life, and her

dream hushand may also be-
come a victlm of corporate
vestruecturing.

A Clvil Code revision would
al least offer individuals an
opportunity to  consider

-changing their names, and

this is Important; she said.
About a decade has passed
since Fukushima and a few

- like-minded colieagues start-

ed working toward the revi-
sion, and now about 35 groups
have formed a nationwide
network to work loward cu-
actment of the legislation.

. "Compared with 18 years
age, clreumstances have
drastically changed,!” she
sald, referring to the increas-
ing number of couples using
different. surnames at their
place of work or opting to it
register théir marriage until
the rovision s carried out.

But Fukushima is net
¢losed to the opinions of oppo-
nents to the plasn,

She received one fax ex-
ptaining that the sender re-
spects Fukushima’s idea of
having separate last names
but does not believe the law
must be changed. 1 feli this
opinion reflects an attitude of

_society that is reluctant to tol-

erate rainor values.” -

She points out thal Japa-
nese society lacks the flexibil-
ity to change laws or systems
in accordance with the pub-
lie’s changing needs or wants,

“This debate over the Civil
Code revision has shown vari-
ous aspects of Japanese soci-
ety," she said. . .

Since the ministry’s ap-
proval of the draft plan, the
road to the law revision was
“presumed to be a 100-meter
race, but turned out to be a
marathon,”” Fukushima said.

“When the winistry final-
ized the revision plan two

years age, we assumed it °

woutid soon clear the Diet, We

later realized it i$ not that
easy.

“But it may be a good op-
-portunity for Japanese wom-

en to become aware they have
to fight for their rights by
themselves.”
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TOYAMA (Kycdey Three
Sayth Koreans whe have filed
a damages sult against a ma-
jor ‘Japanese . mathitie tool
maker for their. forced labor
during World War 1 attended
the ficm’s. general sharehold-
ers méeting. on Thursday to
demand compensation. §
--:Lee -Jong Suk;, 66, Chol Bok
Nyon, 67, and Ko Dok Hwan, -
74, all of South Korea's Kang-
won ‘Provinée, attendéd the
mieeting ‘of Nachi-Fujikoshi
Corp;; which was krown only
as. Fujikoshi during the war.
Ten others were. on hand to

-support the plaintiffs. . ..

- The two women were foreed
-'to -work-as members of the

“telshintai,” ~Japan's- war-

time female coips, while Ko,

a man, was forced to work as -
.an.engineer. All were teepag-

ers at-the time they were fore-
ibly hrought‘to Japan.-- -
“In; 1996, the Teyama Dis-

triet "Court rejected their

compensation suit, ruling that
the 20-year statuto of limita-
tions had aiready expired,
prd‘m&ting}the plaintiffs to ap-
peal the:filing at the Nagoya
High Court. -
Thé plaintifis sald they de-
" cided to attend the general
- shareholders meeting after
the firm repeatedly rejected
their requests for talks to set-
- tlg the dartiages. .
- Sapporters . contributed
money to allow the plaintiffs
to: purchase the minimum

 amiount -of - Nachi-Fujikoshi

.shares needed to gain access
“to'the mesetlng. . .
t the meeting, Lee and Ko,
wearing traditional Korean
clothes, deseribed the diffi-
cult conditions they had
worked uider and demanded
repayment for their labor.
The company, however, re-
fused to rétiogniie their re-
- quest, saying only the issue of
forced labor was not on the

meeting agenda.

In the original suif, they
liad demanded ¥20 million in
unpald back wages, compen-
sation ‘and a public apology
printed in newspapers,

Nachi-Fujikoshi claimed at
.the Toyama” District Court
hearing that their wages had
been paid and that labor con-
ditions for Korean and Japa-
nese -employees were the
same, _ _

Founded as a machine teo!
maker in 1928, the coiiipany
said it produced ammunition
and weapons parts during the
war.

Kim’s support sought -
A riongovernmental organi-

. zation has sept a letter to vew
. South Korean President Kim

Dae Jung urging him to work
for the rights of victims of Ja-
pan’s colonial rule and war-
time - aggression, including
the wartime sex slaves kmown

Hormer forced laborers demand redress

as “‘comfort women.”

The Citizens' Fund for Re-
dress of World War II Victims
in Asia and the Pacific said in
a press release that the group
gent the letter to' Kim via
South Korea's committes for
political gower transition,

The letter welcomed Kim’s
inauguration Wednesday and
expressed respect for his
fight against “injustice,”
even at the risk of his life.

- If the president enters nego-
tiations  and demands legal
compensation; “it will realize
a resolution of the issue and
open doors to (a new) histe-
ry" between the two nations,
the letter said. -

Japan in August 1996 began

‘offering ‘‘atonement money”..

worth $20,000 and a lettergh -';
apology from the prime min:
ister to each fully document-
ed former sex slave through
the Asian Women's Fund.
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math of war,”
prisoners of w
British soldier
colonialism.

from all over ¢
British queen
- . The job of th
theft. Look at

killed thousands in Indi
Japanese Army in Bur
[11 1943, about 5 million
because their food was
army in India and the Middle Ea
over Indonesia to the Dutch, Viet
no intention to give freedom to any other countries in Asia. As a
resui_t, in 1945, from Palestine to Vietnam, Asian peopIe were
fighting against British, French and Duteh rule. © ©  © - -

The British Army came
nize Asian people. Britain

Army. Before a
history.. . )

. . ) - '| Nagasaki
2  THEJAPANTIMES » SUNDAY, MARCH1, 1998 = - -

he world. Even the
are all stolen property. .
e British Army was to protect and facilitate such
fL. Loy the role of Britain during World War IT. In 1938,
Britain invaded Iraq, killing thousands. [n 142, the British
a who, encouraged by the success of the
ma, hagi revolted against colonial rufe.
people in eastern India starved to death
by the British to feed their -
st. In 1945, British. handed
nam to the French, and had -

confiscated

3?}.3/

P

British POWs got what was Comiing
I refer to Hugh Cortazzi’s Feb, 12 article “Facing the after
in which he asks for compensation for British
ar held by the Japanese during World War 5t
°Us came Lo Asia to protect British and European
( The British exterminated countless native people
in North America, the West Indies, Australia, India and Africa.
The Industrial Revelution, which transformed Britain from
one of the poorest countries of the world to one of the richest,
was financed by the exploitation of India, profits from the Afri.
can slave trade and plantation far
America manned by slaves from
jor museums,

ms in West Indics and Latin
. Alfrica, China and India. Ma-
T art galleries and the private collection of the
British royal tamily are tull of art, Jjewels and artifacts stolen

jewels in the crown of the

to Asia not to liberate hut to recolo-
i ( ain has never apologized, tet alone pro- °
| vide compensation. Given that history, British POWs, who
were the instruments of British oppression and exploitation, °
deserve the kind of treatment they received from the Japanese -
sking for compensation, Cortazzi should study

DIPAK BASU
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LOS ANGELES (Kyodo) The
Jusiice Department said Fri-
day that the United States has
decided to pay $20,000 per per-

nese-American railroad and
mine workers who were fired
during. World War 11,

Acting Assistant Attorney
General Bilt Lapn Lee an-
nounced the decision, which
will also be extended to the
surviving families of those
workers, at a press confer-

" ence in Los Angeles.

At least 15 {former employ-
ees who applied for redress
and 155 family members may
he eligible for the reparation
program, which is being led
by the Justice Department’s

- FIRED DURING WORLD WAR II

Office of Redress Admi'nistra-
tion, Lee said.
Years of research conduct-

. &d by the ORA showed these
son in reparations to Japa-

workers were fired because of
“ap unjustified perception

. that they posed a security risk

solely because of their Japa-
nese ancestry,” the depart-
ment said, . .

*“I hope that this {(repara-
tions plan) will finally end a
tragic peried in American his-
tory for these workers and
their families,”” Lee said.

‘The department said the ac-
tion will be taken under the
Civil Liberties Act of 1988,
which is intended to apologize
and make restitution for In-
justices suoifered by Japa-
nese-Americans during World

War 1I in education, reloca-
tion and interment.

The ORA has already paid
out a combined $1.65 billion
under the redress program,
$20,000 for each of the 81,278
Japanese-Americans, many
of whom were forced to live in
Interment camps during the
war.

But railroad and mine
workers were not eligible for
the program because they
were not taken to such camps
due to the nature of their
work.

The department said histor-
ical research suggests that an
additional 2,200 individuals
may be eligible for payments
under the program, estimat-

NATIC

ed to total $19 million in repa-
rations. i
Hundreds of Japanese im-
migrants worked in mines
and for railroads at the turn

of this century.
‘By the late 19303 and early

“1940s, several hundred immi-

grants who had become natu-
ralized cilizens were em-
ployed by eompanies includ-
ing Union Pacific Railroad.

War was deciared between
Japan and the U.S, in Decem-
ber 1941, following Japan's
surprise air aftack on Pearl
Harbor in Hawaii.

In February i%2, the com-
panies fired all their Japa-
nese-American workers.

The redress program is set
to end Aug. 10, 1998.
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By AKEMI NAKAMURA

Staft writer

NARA — While many girls-

Tuesday will eelebrate Peach
Biossom Festival in frontof a
display of doils with friends;
sweel drinks and food, adult
women will carry out differ:
ent parties -- parades, a fax
hotline and a symposium call-

ing for equal partnership be-

tween men and women.

| Inspired by the “Women’s
General Strike,” an event

hetd in .Tokyo last year,.a
group of women here plans to
parade through the center of

the ancient capital starting at’

noon Tuesday from JR Nara
Station. )
“In & conservative society

like Nara, many women seem
bound by their traditional so-

cial roles, such as obedient-

housekeeping wives at home
and unasseriive office ladies
at the ‘workplace,” said Ta-
kae Sakal, who organized the
Nara avent,

"They are unilkely to speak
about their real feelings. So
we want those women {0 know'
that you can de what you
want,’” she said.

Last March 3, about-200 to
300- women in Tokyo refused
to work at home and at their
companies, in order to let

[rrr————— L T

men léarn the importance of

the role of women in society;
borrowing the women's strike:
idea - from lceland’s- move-
- ment in the 1970s,

Although Sakal hopes 100 :
people participate in the-

Tuesday event, it may be dif-

fieult for people to take a- §

weekday _off_

Tomoko Minamoto, 28, a .

married working woman who
helps Sekai distribute hand-
outs for the event, said she
wants to join the parade but it
will depend on her work
schedule.

“Ideally, I want to have a

whole day off on that day. But-

someone has got to do every-
day work like housekeeping,’’
said Minamoto, whoe does all
the housekeeping work at her
home.

“It’s somehow dxfﬁcult for
me to ask my husband to do.

housekeeping work. But I’

hope that this event will be an
opportunity to-change myself
and my sttuation,” said Mina-

moto, adding that she may

finish housekeeping the previ:
ous day and go out for dinner
Tuesday with her husband. .-

In Fukuoka, a grbup‘ of .
women will set up & fax het-

line between March 1 and 8 at

TAKAE SAKAJ, an organizer of the “Womon s General Strike”
in Nara, explains the sventto 2 passerby at K!ntetau Gakuen-
mao Siat!on AKEMINAKAMUARA PROTS

(093) 34—1-5805. R

- “There- are few people whor

can take off from work in the
middle: of the week. Single

mothers and women who sup- -
port ailing; disabled or-elder:-

iy fa.mxty members can't swp_
working: - Some women are-

facing restructuring by their

companies, and others-are

seeling jobs,” said Mariko
Noguchi, who coordinatled' the

hotline.

“But. many . woman have
comethxrg to say about the.r
discriminatory situations.’
she sajd. “So we would like to
hear tlie voices of wemen by
fax during the, period.”

In Tokyo,.a symposmm to
discuss gender equality- will
be held Tuesday, followed by
a parade to the Diet building:

Participanis: wili propose
that the Diet enact a law to
eliminate - discrimination

against women in all social

activities, ineluding politics,
employment, education and
the mass media: The organiz-
er of the event estlmates 500
to 600 will participate. -

Women' in several other,

areas, including Niigata and

Okayama, alse plap similar’

activities like the groups in

Nara and Fukuoka. .
Sakai of the WNara group

said to enact such a law is

necessary to change the tradi- -

tional social attitudes toward
the roles of men and women.
“T wanf to makie the parade

cheerful so other people will !

be able-to accept this kind of
action: If the-event looks in-
teresting, more people” will
join- next year and start to

think: 2bout thzs issue,” she .

said
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Former Duich POWS to begin visit
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| Women ‘strike’ to promote equalify
| Abdut ‘206 “Tokyo ohien - something plak of  cial rolesfor both sei
) took the day off from thelr do-
.| mestlc and corpy
- Tuesday tq.;paﬁ?&pg;ejm the
| secoud. annual “Women's
| Génefal Strike,” supportin
1 equal rights for men and

rate dutfes

women, .. -

g _;The gvent was orgarized by
- | & group:of women from the
. [ ‘Tokyo area. . -

" t:included parades and a
gymposium; and prompted - |

stmilar events in the prafec-

| tares of Niigata, Mie, Osaka, -
R kNara;.‘ Okayama and Fukuo-~
N . T - .

~ Tokyo grolip leadsr Hisarmi

| Yamazaki sald, “We have re-
Ceived many calls'from jocal

| groupd: We have asked those -
“who cannot join the parade or
Symposium to participate by

putting ‘on semething plnk or
by displaying owr stickers so

home or work,” "

" they can 'unite with us at

+¢ Ab the syntposium Ih Tokyo,

the partlcipants proposed a
"bill for.a law to eliminate dis-
erimination against women In
all -activities, Including poli-
tics, employment,- education

- "and the mass media.

In a garade following tﬁe_
$ymposium, parcticipants

wearing plnk mazched to the
Diet bu?lglng and gave copies
of the proposed bill to female
Diet members- whe support
the group, urging them to dis-
cuss the bill at the Diet.
“Now that Prime Minister
(Ryutare) Hashimoto has an-

- nounced his plans to propose

a government bill on equal so-

cigl roles for both sexes, lt sa

- Bood chance for us to show
- -our opinions ‘about equality to -

the Diet members,” said Mi-
tsuko Watanabe, a former as.

- sembly ‘member of Kanaga.

wa Prefacture who work

the bill. . : wdon .

- Hashimoto said in his policy
‘Speech to the Diet on Fab, 1§
that his government will pre-
sent a bill next year to pro-
mote equal and shared partic-
ipation in seciety by men-and
women, . -

‘Meanwhile, . many women -
staged a march ix??i{e ancient
capital city of Nara, and some
1,000 women in Osaka defiqn-
strated their desirs for equali-
ty by wearing stickers, ac-
cording to the Tokyo organiz-

ers, ...
a5 3/ TP T mes

-
-

_Cmﬁ lmmagmmsused .
as sex slaves, report says

?
>
]

TR SO |

oS

B TROANEERA

- CHRNIREMANE <

HEMITAOWRNE |

mowRmIL Y

MASKOHE OB .7}

<A |

BRRE  PREORE ¥
IR R

i

v [ SHRBEOR R )

i

H

T S O BN | RS MBS

ER CHEDRANH
SANCHIBIBEN

HRHIE AR )

|9

&%m@a@§&%% ;

e STV 0043
R LB TR

NEW YORK (AP) Young im-
migrant women are being
used as sex slaves In brothels
operated by smugglers traf-
ficking' in. Chineése immi-

-'grants, -CBS’ *“‘Piiblic- Eye

With Bryant Gumbel® was to

report Tuesday. = _
“This is rot just prostitu-

tion; this is enslavement,”

' -said author Peter Kwong,

who went undercover. for th

newsmagazine. :
“Public Eye,” scheduled

for broadeast Tuesday, is ex-

“pected to show the results of a

six-mounth investigation into

- brothels cootrolled by traf-

fickers of young Chinese
women in New York City and

- Charlotte, N.C. Details of the

report weére made available
‘Monday. '

" Kwong, 55 — a professor of
‘Asian Studies at New York
City’s Hunter College whose
new book “Forbidden Work-
ers” details exploitation and
abuse of Chinese immigrants
— used 2 hidden camera to
show girls and women work-
ing in tiny cubicles just big
enough for two pecple to lay
down. He persuaded some of
them to tel! their storfes..

“from rural but middle-class

- bia University. =

“They don’t.know that this’
is 'what they will end up do-
ing,”” Kwong said Monday.
‘““They are too ashamed to-telf

‘They will not come forward
against their tormentors,"he |
said. The women — who come

communities in China — are:
afraid they will he bheaten,
killed or deported if they try
to escape or inform. en their
captors. g

“Their families.in China are
threatened by the smugglers
or ‘‘snakeheads,” said
Kwong, whe came here from
China in 1963 to attend Colum-

Canada sex-slave ring

VANCOUVER, British Columbia
(AP) Eight young women, six
of them from Malaysia, have
been rescued from a sex-
slave ring that police say has
international links. o

Police are keeping the
women, aged 20 to 32, in safe
houses and offering them de-
toxification programs for her-
oin addictions forced upon
them when they came to Can-
ada. :
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e government will sp-
int the ‘first woman to the
Bapk of “Japan'spolicymak-

Sor of labol sconomics at To-
‘kyo’s. Ochandmizu Universi-
Ly, e among four new
to joln the policy

iy April; in line with a revi-
.f:n to -the Baok ‘of Japan
ABW e

+ ] The three dthars will be
| Toshic ' Miki, chalrman of

ing  hoard,. officials” sald. -
Wednesday, . 7 7

/BIko’ Shinotsuka) & profes-

bosird ‘When it is expanded
-Hf0th" seven to nine mgmﬁei‘s' :

trading ‘ ixq&.'_se Niitetsu 'Shoji

.. Co ;. Nobuyukl' Nakahara,
‘honorary chaicman of major
~oll veftuer Tonen Corp.; and -
- Kazuo Ueda, a professor of
- macroecononiics ‘at Tokyo
'Urﬁva;sitfg_ e L
Appoifitments are-subject -

to Thet approval, -
- The-board, alse comprising
the governor of the central

governor; renders judgments
on monetary policy issues,

- '20% pay cut In store

The Bank of Japan is likely
to reéduce the annual salary of

. TARNTMes 5/3/a5

its governor by about 50 per-

cent>to around ¥41 miltlon,
central: bank sdurces sajd
Wednesdgy. "~ L °
Pay for the senior deputy
'gov_emor wil] aiso be reduced

by 1§ percent to around ¥32

mililon, -

Thé reductiis Wil be im-.

plemented after appraval

¢ cantral From the central bank’s policy
bapk 'and its .senior. deputy " bo : .

' .The¥_were proposed by the
BQJ - fo

ard, they said,

llowing - recent eriti-

about- ¥51 millien Is too high.
.-The prime minister re-

First woman to take seat on BOJ policy board

ceives ¥45 million annually. -
Pressure has been mount-

(ing on the central bank to eut

Pay for its top axecutives to

‘levels in- ling with these for
. special na

tional -eivil ger-

vants.

- It has also been called on to

implemént pew pay- rates in
April when the new Bank of
Japan Law takes effect.

Finaneial industry watch-

; " ers say there is'a possibility
" cism from ‘the Diet that the - bt
central bank chief’s pay of

that the pay scale will be re-

-duced further, as called for by

members of the ruling Liber-
al Democratic Party.
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Data found in Moscow
on 510,000 Japan POWSs

Docwments on some 510,000
Japanese prisoners of war
who were interned in‘the for-
mer Soviet Unian after World
War II are stared in a histori-
cal data center in Moscow, a
group - representing former

*| POWs said Saturday.

“Although it was known the
documents -existed, the an-
nouncenent Saturday was

the first .information about

the number of POWs in-
volved, the Tokyo-based

group said, - S
"1 . The Health and Welfare -

Ministry- estimates -that

575,000 -Japanese worked in -
lahor -camps’in-Siberia and

ather parts of the former So-

" Russia andKaz‘ék,'é't'_hn have

| handed ..qver _to Japan the
~tnames of 40,025 POWs who
‘| died during internment. .

The Russian govérnment,
which pledged in a bilateral

agreement in 1901 to hand
over the names of all Japa-
nese Internees, explained to
the group that the documents
on the 610,000 POWs covered
the survivors of internment.

_ Japan hopes the decuments
will be handed over scbn, in
accordance with the bllateral

act, a genior Health and Wel-

are Ministry official said.
Copies of reports on five

peopie obtained by the group

show that the documents

were assembled by Soviet of-
- ficlals in charge of POWs and

Internees. .

" The reports,-uﬁ;hich' have

“top secret’ written on the
cover's, bear the signatures of

Japanese POWs who were in- |

terviewed, the group sald. -

" The reports contaln person-

al information, such as hirth-
place, religion, and the social
and economic status of the in-
ternee’s -father, the group

said. j(t. e
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Pope Voices Agpeal ~

7 (i R 4

For Women’s Rights

'VATICAN CITY — Pope John
. Paul Il marked International Wom-
" en’s Day on Sunday with a call to’
value women for more than their
looks, and spoke out for those
whose rights were ' trampled be-
cause of their gender. . - .
In his weekly Angelus address to
-pilgrims in ‘St. Peter's Square, the
ope said women in many parts of
the world were still hindered from - .;
playing a full part insocial, political :
am!’ gconomic life, - :

“*How many women have been
‘and still are valned more for their
physical appearance than for their .
personal qualities, their profession-
al competence, the fruits of their
intelligence, the richness of their
sensibifity’” and ‘‘the very dignity
of their being,’’ he said. {Reuters} -
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_ for everyone — perha

‘ROME (Reuters) Ex-Nazi

. Capt. Erich Priebke, sen-
tanced to life imprisonment |

for his role in Italy’s worst

World War 11 atrocity, vowed -

Sunday lo take his case to the

. Buropean Court of Human

Rights. - -

_*The law is not the same
ps it is
useless to contest the sen-

tence,” Priebke toid RAI
. siate television a day after a

military :appeals court. gave
him life for taking.part'in the

. 1844.massacre of 335 men and
- mya_ St et . e
o

Lol B P e

-dye -to -mitigating | circum-
. stances; handed down last Ju-
ty for-his role in the killings at -

oo

Asked if he would turn to
the Eurcpean Court in Stras-
bourg, he replied, “Of eourse
... we will do that.,” .

Berlin-born Priebke had ap-
pealéd against a 15-year sen-
tence, reduced to.five years

the Ardeatine Caves nea

‘Rome. .

Alawyer for réla‘tlve'g of the

massacre victims said, .after .
‘Saturday’s. verdict,. that

Priebke’s’ life sentence had
been' suspended pending -an

o AFRTLL B

appeal to Ttaly's highest court

‘and he would remain under

" house arrest. o )
. Former -Nazi Maj. Karl

Hass. was also sentenced to

* life imprisonment for his part -
in the slaughter, whichwas in -
- reprisal for the killing -of "33

German soldiers by Italian

partisans, -Hass - was “sen- .

:tenced in July-to 10 years -and
eight months but set free’due.

" fo mitigating circumstances.

; Both Priebke anid Hags ad:

mitted participating :in the
massacre  but-insisted . they
were obeying orders-on pain

of death. -

Priebke, 84, was responsi-
ble for ticking off the names
of the vietims on a fis{ as they

arrived at the caves. He ad- "

-mitted to killing two people.

: Relatives of the viclims ap-
plauded’ .as the verdict was
read -out-after eight hours of
defiberations by a five-judge
papel, - o o0 Lo

“This- case has reopened
wounds -inflicted =59 . years
ago,"-said Sandro Di-Castre,
head of the Jewish eommini-
ty in Rome, “'It really seems
as if it:happened the day-be-

FYPL PR

‘War criminal vows to take case to European court

fore vesterday.” i
Italian newspapers ex-
pressed varying reactions on .
nday. - A

‘‘Any other seateace’,
against Priebke and Hass
would not only have offended
the memories of the dead and -
the sensibilifies of thelr rela- -
tives, but would have offend-

ed all Italians,” the center-
1teft daily ia Repubblica said.

But the rightleaning Ii
Giornale, in an editorial head-

-lined “Two men jn handcuffs
; {to silence memm>nc°n_ . REESUoLE
-demned the verdict.
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LONDON (Reuters) Muslim
women - Sunday . holdly

en’s Day by decrymg discrim-

ination in their own back
yard, especially the ghetto-
like isolation of their sex in
Afghanistan, -

Pope John Paul it weighed
in by deplofing the segrega-
tion of women by certain “po-
litical regimes” he did not
nameg, though his inference
was clear, while Nobel Peace
laureate Aung San Sun Kyi
said gender bias damaged the
hurnan raee.

Thousands of women and
men marched in Spain to pro-
lest at sex bias and domestic
violence, while feminists in
Poland traded insults with
antigbortion activists and
were pelted with potatoes and
eggs by a monarchist [ringe
group.

Appeals - for more female
empowerment in professional
and public life characterized
ceremonies and statements
elsewhere, notably in Russia
where old socialist maxims of
gender equality have never
stood up to inspection.

The relegation of Afghan
women to virtual domestic

- servitude by the Isiamie Tali-
ban movement since 1996 has
stirred international outrage
shared even by sternly Mus-
lim Iran next door.

male official paid tribute fo
Women's Day by telling Af-
ghan women, **Your sisters in
the Istamic Republic of Iran

marked Intcrnatmnal Wom- -

Iran’s highest-ranking fe-

Women’s Day marked globally

BARCELONA — WOmen cover up during a Sunda-,r protest against the Taliban reglme in
Afghanistan, accusing them of human rights abuses against Afghan women. Thousands of.
people marched. through central Barcelona dunng the ceiebration of Internal:onal WOmen s

Day. seeroto

are attentively listening to
your suppressed cries.’

Unlike women in many con-
servative Islamic countries,
women in [ran hold senior po-
sitions in government and are
given the right to vote.

The Taliban' government
sought to defend its record on
women’s rights Saturday by
saying Afghan women re-
tained their dignity while
Western women served as

tnere objects of lust.
in Algeria, about 500 wom-
en rallied in the center of the

‘capital to demand the govern-

ment amend an {slamie Sha-

riah-inspired family - law,.

which feminists say keeps
women as second-class eiti-
zens at the mercy of men.
Suu Kyi, the 1991 Nohel
Peace Prize winner, marked
Women's Day it Myanmar by
noting that many girls in the

world were depnved of a
proper education and even
proper medical care because
they were not valued by soci-
ety.

In Moscnw Pres;clent Boris
Yeltsin delivered a televised
address tolead Russians in an
annual outpouring of praise
for their put-upon womenfolk,
but suggested they could be
more active in affairs of state
in the future.
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#'aide
awx Fomme
victimmies
gde violence

New Yurk Tamos

A lesﬁet from the Annsjda center

" in Casablanca, offering legal aid

to victims of domestic violence.

By Marlise Simons

New York Times Service

CASABLANCA — The day Rashida

was called 1o family court,-she found
herself in a'scens that nearly stopped her
heart. There, before the judge, was her
husband of 10 years, father of her two

children, the man -she thought so en-

lightened when they first met at the uni-
versity.
court’s consent to.marry a second wife,
It took just minuies for he judge o
approve. He ruled that the petitioner,

who was a senior government official, .

earned enongh to maintain two families.
Rashida’s unexplained summons . 10
court was the first she had heard of the

matter. L
Since her husband’s second wedding,

two years ago, Rashida has begged him.

in vain for a divorce and child support.
She dares not think of remarrying. If she
did, under Morocco's Islamic law, she
would be likely to lose her children, That
is also why she did not want her full
name used.” - :

*'This case is cruel, but it’s mild com-

ed to many others,” said Farima

aghnaoui, a counselor at.a l¢ al-aid
center ‘for women where Rashida had

" gone to seck hel

Before R_ashiga, fwo women went 10

the center who had been repudiated by
their husbands, effectively relieving the
husbands of any further responsibility -

That same man wag-sceking the

toward them, and left in the street with

their children, )

A ld-year-old girl had been raped,
which left. her pregnant and. with
nowhere to go. She could not-remrn
home. *“Her oldest brother said he would
kill her for dishonoring the family,”
Mrs, Maghnaoui said,

Such cases are common — and 1ot
just in Moroceo, which likes 1o see, itself
as one of the more cultured and humane
Muslim nations. They occur throughout

the Islamic world, where texts of the

Koran .and a range of appendages ai-
rached in the Midd%e Ages are invoked 10
deny equal rights to women.’

Protests against the humiliation of
7

women in Islamic societies are hardly
new. But more Istamic women’s groups
are_spesking out against what they call
the Muslim system of apartheid.

The status of Muslim women varies
widely, While some have gained rights,
others have recentiy lost them, Butlikea
deep fault line, the issue of how women
are viewed socially and legally runs
through most of the Islamic world.

Women and what they are forbidden
1o do or wear are at the heart of the

- fundamentalist policies in Afghapistan

and Iran and even of the divisions that

- have led 1o the political violence in Al-

geria. Whether women should wear head:

- scarves as a sign of religious:-modesty

has been revived as an issue in Turkey.

And demands to abolish discrimination_

in Muslim family laws are.iesting of-
ficial promises for greater democracy in
Moroceo, Tunisia and Malaysia.

Butever if these issues are ublquitous,
there has been little motion.

“Yslamic countries have modernized
many laws — in the ecomomy, edu-
cation, commerce, politics, you name
it,"" said Wassyla Tamzali, an Algerian
Iawyer and a specialist in Muslim wor-
en's rights a1 Unesco. “‘But there is
praciically no movement i the status of
women. When it -comes io women’s
rights, religion and theology are in-
voked,

“*Change is so difficult becanse in
Jslam, women symbolize wadition and
culorral idenrity, i is as if the whole
burden Of the Islamic wadition rests on
their shoulders.”’

But a public, if relatively quiet, re-
bellion is under way. The activists do not

. get much limelight: They usuvally do not

march in protest, either becaase it is
forbidden or because they fear a back-
lash. But as International Women’s Day,
on March 8, approached this year, there
was a multitude of debates, conferences
and welevision programs about the issues

across North Africa, from Morocco 0

Egypt

In"NIoroct_x_;, Yonisiz and Algeria,

where women rank among .the more
emancipated of the Islamic ‘world, ac-
tivists say the United Nations inferna-
tional women’s conference in Beijing-in

Islamic Feminists -Sp_'e:ak a Li__ttle Louder Against Inequalities

1995 was an impornant catalyst for de-
fining the issnes and planning action.

Buar most imporant, they say, support
has grown because wWomen are caught is
the growing commadictions and shifis
within Islamic societies.

One such shift, In the countries around
the Medirerranean, has been the enor-
mous migration from the couniryside to
the cities in recest years., As z result,
DOTe WOmMen now g0 1o universities and
work as doctors and lawyers as well as in
factories and offices. But the archaic
laws linger.

“‘Legally, we are stiil as helpless as
the iliterate girls on the farms,” said
Nouzha Skali, 2 Casablanca phanmacist.
“*We are all legal minors, and we depend
on pepmission of sur fathers, brothers of
husbands.”’

Educzated or not, a Moroccan women
necds the permission of amale relative 1o
marry, same her children or work, She
inherits half as much 25 ber male sib-
lings. She can be forced into marriage ot
polygamy and can be beaten or repu-
diated withoat reccurse.

In conversaiions with Moroccan
womes and with female lawyers from
several Arab couatries who recentiy
gathered in Paris, 2il agreed that the rise
cof Islamic fundamentalism in recent
years had slowed down and camplicated
their fight. But some believe that it has
clarified the need to anchor any pew
rights in civil rather than religious taw.
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Bnt:sh watchti fimves chnld porno ]

LONDON (AFP-hp)—Ahuost 2,000 i xmages of child poreo- .

graphy were removed from the Internet in the past year after
complaints to the British industry watchdog, accordmg to ﬁg-
ures published last week.

In its first aonial repoct pub!zshed March 3, the md;m
funded Internet Waich Foundation (FWF) said it received 781

complauns referring o 4,300 items on the Net in the 12 months
since jt set up & comptaiots bot fine.

_ Launched in late 1996, ﬂxelWFwasgwenthctaskoflacklmg :

flegal maferial, chiefly child
Fg\nesmntsmpmshowma&upm% percent of the 2.000

jtems remaved contained i images of children engaged in sexual- .

, posted on the fnternet.

activity. But the amount caught is thought to be a “very small -

proportion” of the tolal available on the Tnternet.

IWF Chairman David Kerr said just 6 percent of such material
otiginated from British sites, campan:d with 63 percent from the
United States and a rapidly gmwmg 19 percent from Iapan..
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FATHER, FRIENDS MOLESTED GIRL

A father who sexually
.abused his daughter has been

deprived of “his' parental

~rights-over hér by a“family

court, the girl's lawyers said

- The farnily court found that
the father and his friends had

. A A £ St 4 NS S A 4kt

sexually abused the daughter
for five years from the tme

she was a'sixth-grader in efe- -

mentary sehool. .

The daughter is now 20 and
lives in the Toheku region, the
lawyers said. ' .

The Civil Code and the
Child Welfare Law stipulate

that legal requests for par- -

ents to be deprived of paren-
tal authority can only be sub:
mitted by relatives of the chil-
dren concerned, heads of pub-
lic consultation centers for
children, or prosecutors.

A group of lawyers from the
Tokyo Bar Association work-

ing for children’s human

tights formed a team to heip
the woman and asked a prose-

“cuter to file the request.

The request was filed with

‘the family court ig April 1996,

when the womap was stilf le-
gally & minor, the lawyers
said. .- .. h
The cowrt approved the re-
quest in November that year,
recognizing the claim of the
woman that she had been sex-
ually and physically abused
by her father and two of his

-friends, they said.

-~ By focfeiting parental

_rights, a pacent cannot super-

vise either the property or ac-
tivities of the child, -

‘The ruling is the first of its
kind in Japan, the lawyers
said

‘The woman also filed a suit
seeking ¥7.5 million in com-

pensation from the three
men. The men admiitted to
sexvally. and physieally abus-
ing her and agreed to pay the
full amount in an out-of-court
seitlement, the lawyers sald.

‘According to the “petition

submitted to another court,:
the father started tg sexuatly .
abuse his daughter in 1989.
when ‘his wife was sick -and:

hospitalized. . . . -

He also forbade fer to eat
when she did rot obey his or--

ders and made her work late
at'night in a restaurant, the
petitien said. -~ - . -0

The abuse came o light in-
October 1995 following a re-:
part from veighbers. This led’

fo a summary convietion for
forcible indecency for the fa-
ther's friends; ‘while the fa-
ther was not punished, ae-
cording to the fawyers. -
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G@W ren@mm@ mmy on ‘comfort women’

Kyodo News 29/ 5/ 1 ‘D\(

A govcnunqn: apof:esman reltgrated on
Thurs iy “that Japan’ would. not “la

but that a- - GOVErgment-

Trade Minister Park Chusg Soo that the

1 Japaapse governnent, not thc private fund,

shotld compcusatc Korean woren forced:

e i e D BLIL LT W e i e

gally
compensite . fi ’
s artf;f: : wﬁgzﬂ:&r ‘corifort woman for
+| - initiated private fund shioald pay them.

- Chief Cabinet Secietary Kapazo. Mugi-’
oka WS, responding. lo-remarks deues~‘
. day by Sawth Korean . Fomign

. tation has not forinally coaveyed such au
- opinion- 1o us, the govepiment refraing

,ncws confarencs, "“The government will

_Womeus Pund; which was' set- up’ to:

Affal s
aifs and express’ihe people’s feeling of atovement,

10 provida §6x t‘ur Ja anes I
e dox | panese so diers during

reporters, Park called on Tokyo to recog-.
“Becaugg’ Scuth Korea's new adminis- -

nize that some Kovean women ‘wyyg
forced ta provide’ sex for Japanese $0i-

ftom makisg domament” Muraokh to1d s ~efforts must be made xltpm‘t Erom the pri-

Vate fund, he said,
unmost - ¢fforts to help the - Asian

fulfill the dosired goal ™ fund, i well as u loftor of apolagy from the

Iu arx Interview witb. Iapamsse

l'Draft bill seeks crackdown

: on sexual acts with chlldren
-rYomim'l Shlmbun DY IG]/ 3/&‘3131& session. :

A project team set up by the ruling

‘Liberal Demogcratic Paity, the Sociat -

~Deémocratic. Party” and New 'Party-
Sakigake (Pioheers) has drafted a bill

‘that would seqemly ponisk those
caught engaging in sex with children,
it was Jearned Wednesday, -

'I'hp team is expccted I'.o finahzc

-ﬂxedraﬁand»preaent it to the Diet .

by mid-April. They hope the bill
will be passed during the current

o ;wm;mdthm

pnmar.ﬂ " ing child'porn videg
~.'fac¢amxmammsentcrmofmme '

'ymrsoramaxmumﬁneofﬁ mil-

The draft uyclud.es the t‘ollowmg'_

sﬁpulamn.s C

MThose who in or outstde Iapan
prowde ot sgree to proyide compen-
sation for indecent acts with children
under 18 are to be pubished:

.o l’l‘howengagmgmsuchnctsfm._
‘Ihebdhsgngf_kdtomckdown

: utamax:mumﬁneof!ﬂ million. |

amammumpnsontmnofﬁvel’m

lThose who organ;ze chﬂdrscx

hon. -
Inaddmon.thedmftbwmem

'madmfmmpmudmgunnecessary
details about a victim—nnme, age,
_-ms,nppeamnce-—thaxmaybelp
‘1denni‘yd1cmm. Co

Stnp club visit b_nngs suspensmn '_

YpmhriSl‘ti'rbun
KOBB——'I‘heprmcrpalufamddle
school in Kobe formerly attended by
2 Is-ym-oldboybung detained for
the muirders 'of two ‘primery school.
smdems:nt!nmlylastyearmssm-‘_
peaded Wednesday aftér a' weekly
Tsgazine revealed he had visited 2
smpclub
'I'haﬂnbemnmcxpalboardOfedn-

cation” ordered. the principal of

Tomogaoka Middle School in Suma
wa:d,Kobe,mmmsthmmforan
nnd;sciesedpmodfonomng&lem-

- elagions. -
The magasiae reported that the
principal visited the élub after the

scheol’s graduanan ceremony on -

March 13.-. ..
: 'I'hesnpmntendmtoﬂhcboardoi

cd&:atxbn, Masao Km'amolo, apole-
gzedformepnnc:pal $ behavior at a
-meeting of the Kobe mumc:pal

assembly’s budget commmee on |

Wedrmday

- Karamoto said anhemeenng that
the” pripcipal, whose name is beiog
witbheld by The Yomiwri Shimbus,
bal admitted the ‘magazide aticle
" wils orrect dnd had expressed regret
over the incident. :

Kuramto also apologized for the
hmd:emdeﬁtmﬂyhavewmadw
the feetings of children dt the school,
adding that the principal had betrayed
the st placed in him as an educator.

.The board of education is to hold
an emergeacy meeting of school prs-

mp.ummcuyanmwmdu—_

mﬁnmaﬂa‘xmotowd.

itt or display-
or publications .

prime minister, to each fully docamented
casa of former comfort women.

diers and apologize to victims, These

The Iapauese govemmoqt begzm oifer- |
mg tompeusation in 1996 thraugh “the -

-

B
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ﬁﬁi OK’d to give volunteer

groups new status | -
- Yormiur! Shimbin e D YQ’O/ “gf(pcpar;{al of the bill opened the way for registering themselves as legal bodies Sf,‘ :
- . The Diat on Thursday approved a bill to the establishment of a framework for ¢iti-  because they are volumtesr groups. They | cp i
© glvo juristic person status to 12 deslgnated  zens to participate in public activities now  also have not bieon able to sign leases ot yer. | Frs :
- catégories of volunteer organizations to  dominated by government administration.  vico contracts in the name of their grouips, He ]
‘promote their activities for public- welfare, The law will officially be implemented Groups active in offering assistance g‘ }
intetngtional exchange and other nonprofit on a day set by government ordinance abroad have had difficuity obtaining group | g
Purposes. ' o within 4 year after its promulgation, visas or posting their members overseas. M
Such status indicdtes that the orgoniza- Juristic person status will be limited to  Rising calls for granting nonprofit orga- | M«
tions will be recognized by law s the sub- volupteer groups engaging in (2 areas of nizations juristic person status wors made | Neo ]
" Ject of rights and duties recognized in law:  activities. These' areas. nclyde: welfare, as & result of work peiformed by volun- It::l E
e legislation’s chief ‘objeécfive Is to  social education, environmental preserva-  (eers in the aftermath of the 1995 Great Ric 3
‘legally guarantee the groups’ adtivities. - tion, disaster relief work, human rights and  Haoshin Earthquake. - . Rot :
. The bill was approved unanimouslyina  peace, internatiopal ¢ooperation and ° The Liberal Democratic Party and its | Sec 3
Plentary scssion of the House of Kepresen-  healthy upbringing of children, - non-Cabinet allies—the Social Democratic | Sy :
tatives on Thursday afternoon, following Certification 'will be. issued by the gov- Party and New Party Sakigake (Ploneers)— :?“ g
‘approval by the House of Councillors on ~ ernors .of the prefectures in which the orginally submitted drafi legislation on the ° 3
. Marchd, © - ¢ . officds of the groups arg.located. Those issue to the lower house in Decernber 1996,
- T ;¥ sroups that have offices in two or more  “The lower chamber of the Diet passed the :
i prefectures will be certificd by the director  draft Last June and sent it 1o the upper house,
i general of the Economic Planning Agedcy. where the focus of discussion 'became the T?:
_ ~ In the absence- of official certification, ~extent to which such volunteer groups should s
. -+ . | nouprofit organizatious have had difficulty beallowed to participate in political activitics, |- s'?
I _ o

< Govt hopes to register:
NGUs to speed aid effo

- Yomiur} Shimbun - ng/é/a% government in advance so that person-

The gqy_ér;in';eg_t plans to estgblish, g el can be selected more efﬁcienﬂy:
-registration system for nongovernmen- - They said nongovernmental orzaniza-
tal organizations in fiscal 1998 to pro-  tions will be asked to register voluntarily
mote . gavernment-private  sector -since some Japanese NGOs camy out
coopetation in international relief activ-  activities abroad and refuse to place them-
o ities to project 'victims of disputes, sclves under government direction.

( o sources said Thursday. ~.. - " Regarding language training for
. : : Additionally, it plans to realize atan members of registered NGOs, one idea E
S early date the establishinent of g liai- - calls for the use of courses similar to -
son coungil for the exchange of infor-  those offéréd by the Japan Iaternational -

mation on a daily basis between the Cooperation Agency and other bodies.
government and NGOs and language . * Japan’s interpational relief activities
training for those who may be dis- include the dispateh of physicians and
patched abroad for elief work, accord-  aurses, the transport of food and the -
ing to the sources. coustruction of houses on the basis of
Japan’s law On cooperation with UN.  requests from the United Mations and
.peacekeeping operations stipulates that  international humanitarian agencies.
such assistance be limited to humanitar- They are distingnished from peace-
ian relief activities aimed at helping vic- keeping operations that invelve political
tims in. disputes and reconstructing wediation in disputes such as ceasefire
damaged areas. o ’ . supervision.
 Japan conducted relief activities once  Internatiopal relief activities and
before, helping Rwandan refugees in = peacekeeping operations represent a
September 1994. However, the sources  major portion of Japan's international
said Japan could not act swiftly because  contribution.
it needed time 1o pick relief workers  The sources said relevant NGO offi-
from nongovernmental organizations. cials have sought close government-pri-
Thus, the sources said, the govern-  vale sector cooperation in humanitarian
ment wants NGOs to register with the  relief activities.
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Ex-Japanese soldier makes
first visit home in 50 years

NIUGATA (Kyodo) A former
Japanese soldier whose
whereabouls were unknown
for 52 years until he was
found ln Russia last Novem-
ber arrived at Niigata on Fri-

day, making his first visit .

honie in more than 50 years.

- 'Toshimasa Meguro, 77, ar-

rived at Niigata airport short-
ly after 3 p.m,

Meguro, whe has forgotten
most of his Japanese, replied
by nodding to those who were
waiting at the airpert to wel-
come himi back,

He then pulled out a piece of
paper and said, ‘““There was
never a moment when 1 lost
my Japanese identity.”

When asked about his par-
énts, who have already died,
Meguro said, “I had heen
waiting (to see them) [or sev-
eral decades.” He will pay his
respects at his parent’s grave
in Fukushima Prefecture to-
day and will also meet with
relatives,

Meguro was detained in the
former . Soviet Union at the
end of World War 11, accused
of Being a spy and sentenced
to eight years in prison. After
his release he was expected to
remain in the vicinity and re-
port to police on a regular ba-
sis.

Following Prime Minister
Ryutaro Hashimoto's visit to
Russia’s Krasnoyarsk region,

1

home in more than £0 years. 'xrooo proto

where Meguro has been liv-
ing, for an informal summit
with Russian President Boris
Yeltsin last November, ar-
rangememts were made for
Meguro to visit Japan.
Meguro, who is originally

e e et s e e

FORMER JAPANESE SOLOER Toshimasa Meguro, 77, talks to
reporters upon arrfving at Nigata airpo

irom Hokkaido, will also
make a six-day visit to Hok-
kalde starting Wednesday
where he will meet with
friends.

He is scheduled to return ta
Russia on April 6.
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