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SEQUL (Eyedo! The Souih
jRorean government
Tuesday It wili 3 mil-
Heon won (about ¥3.8 million)
i esach South Korean woman

the Japanése military during

Seoul sald it will not seek
compensation from Japan but
wants Tokyo to make a heart-
felt apology and repent .

' governnent measurs
.| was approved at a Cabinet

fairs apd -
spokesman safd. " - C 7
1 Undex the plan, the govern-

. lion wont to edeh of 152 regls-

fort women,” as they wers eu-
phemistically referred to by

in the budget,

total 4.9 billien wpn.

Seou! offering

sald"’

' forced Into sexual slavery for

' meeting presided over hy-

President Kim Dae Jung at -
. the Blue House, a Foreign A kyo
Fade Minlstry
ment will distribute 315 mil-

tered former “military com- .

wartime Japan, from reserve:
he said. The payment would -

redress

|t0 152 ‘comfort women’

.The additional 8.5 million
won to be paid to the sex vie-"
tms will come from funds
raised by domestic clvie:
groups [ast year. o

Tuesday’s decision {3 ax-
pected to deal & blow to the
Aslan Women's Fund, 2 pl-
g;tgh ht'r;d In Japan mnitiated

e Japanese government
to glve financial a{d ta the for-
mer comfort women, - | -
~ South Korea has reportedly
decided ot to press demands
for compensation for the for-
mer sex slaves from the To-

government. S

et S
_ ernment mas

the -"riehtg-gvecisinn to pay
money iq help the victims.":
- “Howevar, -this does not
mean withdrawing a demand -
for the Japanese government -
responmbilly o the srmioet
responsibility for the comfort
women issus,” Yonhap News
ggncy quoted Kim a5 say-

T

‘Comfort women’ to get money from S, Korea

By Adhiro fto 14 e - w’ﬁ’ﬁmw@'mmmemm_M' '

_Y,omi'urt Shimbun- g‘arrgsporm;rt '

. SEQUL—Ths South Korean Cabinet
msolved Tuesday to grant 38 million won
. (about ¥3.8 million) per person to surviv-
ing Scuth Korean women who wers
ensiaved in Imperial Japanese Ammy broth-
els during World Wir I ‘

Abcur 4.9 billion won will be dividad
smong 152 cegistered former “comfort
women.” ..

Observers said the amount each of the
women is to receive is close to the per
capite compensation money prepared by
the Asia Women’s Fund, a private organ
setup by the Japaness government.

demand for the Japuese govemnmient to’
fa_:ﬂwcomfc:twommissue,mdapolo—l
¢ize for it,” said South Korean President

Kim Dae Jung, :

Kim added that the goveriment will not
Stop private orgenizations in Sonth Korsa
from demanding commpensation from the
Japanese government, ’

Raferring to the possibility that the
Japanese government may offer compen-
sation to the comfort women in the future,
Eim said his government would allow the
wonlen o recsive it

This is understood as meaning that

-22..

Seoul did not intend to take over the
responsibili ity to compensate the wWomen.
" The Japanese government has said
Tokyo would dot compensate the comfort
women, but that the private Asian

‘Women's Fund should pay them.

On Agril 14, South Korea's Foreign
Affairs and Trade Mipisiry provided
media organizations with am advance
staternent declaring that Kim's adminis-
tration would got press the Japanese gov-
ement t0 compensate former comitr
Wwomen.

However, the ministry later retracted the
statement on the same day following
stronig opposition to the proposal during
the Cabinet meeting,
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| Beonl, Tired of Asking

g Japan,

1o Pay “Lomfort Wornen? Ttself

By Stephanie Strom
New York Timas Survice

Mr, Kim said. “"The Soverment wil] yop

ernment said Tuesday that it wogld

which reluctantly acknowie
wers involv
€ women,

ment of demanding from Japan an

its efforts to win compansation from
Japanese government for South Korean “Trade in Seoul demanded that Japan
women foreed uto brothels to serve the  apologize for its wartime atrocities.
Tapanese milltary during World Waz T, _*We reiterated that a true future-
tead, .the. government itself will oriented

pay each of the 152 registersd “‘comfort  tonshi
women'” who comes orward 31.5 mil-  be achieved only if Japan recognizes
lion won, about $22,760, which will be past hiator? and remorsefully reflects on
supplemented by 6.5 million won its deeds,” |

apiece raised by victims' rights orgas South Korea had
nizations, for a total of nearly $27,500. Approve the compensation plan last

At a cabinet mesting, President Kim week, but Mz, Xj

Dae Tung vowed that Seoul would ¢on-
tinue to sesk an apology from Jap

*“Tais does not.mean the abandon-

interfore with continued demands by the

* former comfort women d -
TOKYO — The South Korean gov. S for oROgOVen

mental organizations for compensation

op fiom the Japanese ovetnment,”’
the The Mln!{) 8

stry of Forelgn Affairs and

snd mutyally beneficial rela-
between Korea and Japan can

It said-in a statement,
d been expected to

posipoued the de.
cision in order to seek tl?; approval of

4, groups representing the wormen.
3 dged in Ye{):g eh%rieKan . & spokeswoman for
1992 that J:ipanese mili offtcials c%l .

the Korsa Council for Women Drafied

in setting up the brothels  for Military Sexual Slavery -in fapan,
but has refused o offer compénsationto  said Tuesday the gro

up was pleaded thag
the governmient would give the Woimen,
many of whorn ars in their 70'§ and

apol-  0's, a means of support, but added that
ogy and acceptance of its historical and  the
moral responsibilities,” a spokssinan for

group would not give up its domands-
for compensation fram Tokyo.

48. 4. 20 Daily, Yomiusi

LONDON  (Reutérs)—About 2,000 -
British survivors of Japanesé prisoner of - . Camp survivor Bill Holtham, 77, told

war camps plan 0 snub the Enmiperor on
bis state visit to London next month, - )
* The Sunday Times said the former pris-
overs will turn their backs in a mass
demonstration when the emperor {5 teken
to Buckingham Palace by coach with
Queen Elizabeth. - - LT

" They will then hand in a letter demand-
ing an apology for their wartime treat-
ment. . . N - - L . [

It said plans for the demonstration were
given in a letter sent by the feaders of the
Japanese Labour Camp Survivors Assaci-
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to turn backs on Emperor

K
»
»

Ex-British prisoners of war

ation. Qoyelraig

the paper: “Ynuoniyhadtomyompack-:
on any Japanese soldier to get a bayonet
through you. Now it is our torn to show
owur disgast at our reagment,” S
British former POWSs have expressed
outrage that the queen will present the
emperor with Britain's highest honor for
chivalry, the Order of the Garter, ‘
. Buckingham Palace says the award,
also presented to the thrse _previous -
Japaness etiperors, is a conventional ges-
ture of goodwill, :
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Britain to honor
woman with OBE

LONDON (Kyodo) Brltam
plans to honor a Japanese
woman living in London. for
"Supporting former British
prisoners of war forced to la-
bor at Japanese camps dur-
ing World War II, a Japanese
Embassy ofﬁmal sa1d
Wednesday.

Queen Elizabeth 1} lntends
to bestow on Keiko Holmes,
50, the title of Officer of the
Order of the British Empire’
on April 28, ahead of the Em-
peror’s visit between May 25
and May 31, the embmsy offi—
cial said.

Holmes has been involved
in the POW cause since 1992,
; inviting former British POWs
“ | to Japan to _encourage recon-
.| ciliation with their former
.| Japanese captors.

Former British POWs plan
to stage a protest in London
during the Emperor’s visit.

%95 TT.

for POW support

" WASHINGTON (Kyodo) The
Japanese government criti-
cized on Tuesday a controver-
sial book on the atrocities
committed -by the Imperial
Japanese Army in Nanjing
durmg the Sino-Japanese war

maccurate” and “errone-
ous "

Ambassador to the Umted
States Kunihiko Saito said at
a regular press.conference,
““The book contains very inac-
curate descnptlons There
are also one-sided views, and
erroneous and distorted mter-
pretations.”’

But he failed to elaborate on
wluch parts of the book .are
inaccurate and’ erroneous.

The book, entitled. “The
Rape of Nankmg The ¥For-
gotten. Holocaust of World
War IL,” was wntten by Iris

grandparent_s survwed the
masgsacre.”. .

‘Since the bﬁok went on sale

125 000 copies have been sold
in the United States. The book

New. York Times’ weekly
Book Revnew rankmg three
txmes -

The author is sald to be
traveling across the nation to
dehver speeches to the Amer-
ican people, most of ‘whom
she says are unaware of the
alieged atrocities comm;tted
by Japanese soldiers. .

“The Japanese government
is not cons1dermg taking any
-action against the author at
{the moment because the hook
is a product of an mdmdual ”
Saite said.

- “But 1 would say 1t 15 not a
happy thing to see such a
book drawing major attention
in the U.8.,”” Saitp said. - -
"In the book Chang said the
Japanese army swept into the

Chang, a Chmese-Amencan_
writer whio. says her ‘own -

in mid-December last year,

was among the top 15 of the

Japan criticizes book
on Nanjing atrocities

ancient eity of Nanjing, then
the capital.of China, in 1937

“and within weeks not only

looted and burned the de-
fenseless city but systemati-
cally raped, tortured and
murdered more than 300,000
Chinese civilians. .

She said Japanese soldlers
used Chinese men and women
for bayonet practice, held de-
capitation contests through:
out the city and used corpses
as human bridges t‘or army
tanks. . ) -

Sex slave accuracy

WASH]NGTON (Kyodo) 'Japan
wants anupecoming exhibition

~on womien forced into sexual
. slavery fof the Japanese mili.
" tary during the Pacific War to

be *‘as agcurate as possible,’’

Japanese Ambassador Kum .

hlko Saito said Tuesday

* Saito, speaking ata regular
news ‘conference,’ was -refer-

* ting to a display titied, “Com-
fort Women of World War 11:
.An. Indisputable Tragedy,"’

sponsored by an mdependeut

. nonprofit . .organization -

Washington'ta be held here i m
June. -

" Historians estxmate that up
to 200,000~ Japanese, Korean,
Chmese and other women
served as “comfort women’
— a euphemism for both will-
ing prostitutes and those

“forced infq sexual slavery —_

at frontline brothels for Japa-
nese soldiers in Asia between
the 1930s ‘and 1945.

. The, Washmgton Coalition
for Comfort Women Issues
will host the June 1-12 exhibit
at the Cannon House Office
Buﬂdmg on Capitol Hill.

“The Japanae government
is contacting . parties con-
cerned so that messages in
the exhibition will not be dis-
torted or unilaterally eritical
of Japan,” Saito said.
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One in 20 high school girls

‘date men for money and most
are influenced by coaversa-:

- . tions with their friends and

the attitudes of their families, -

aceording to a study. re!eased

Thursday by the ASIan Wom-

en's Fund.

In the study en “eauses of
and attitudes toward “enjo
kosai;” ot “compensated dat-

' mg," ariong female high
school ' students;, more than’
" 600 high school girls were
asked. their opinions about

datirig and sexual and nonsex-

ual contact with men in re-

turn for, money or presents.
‘The results were compared

- with those concerning their

aftitudes . about family,

I'neuds and socxety
According to thé study*,
petcent of the 600 high school
students surveyed said they
have goue cut with men in re-
t'n for money or pm_;ents.
About haif of them, or 2.3 per-

- cent of the total, have had sex

with the men.

The study alse revealed
that students:who are easily
influenced by their friends
are more likely to engage in
“compensated dating.” It al-
so0 showed that students whe
are less attached to their fam-
ily are more likely to go on
“compensated dates.”

““The study showed how ed-
-ucation at home, such as par-
ents dxsctmng women s js-

'sues vnth their ctnldren, af-

© fected girls’ attitudes,” said

Mamoru Fukutemi, of Tokyc
‘Gakugei University -
glg:arly ﬁBO percent of the
questioned were opposed
to the idea of having sex with
men for money themselves.
But oiily 46 percent were op-

* posed to the idea of others go--
_ing on dates for mouey orpre-_

sents, the study showed.

* Fukutomi pointéd eut thatf
students with higher aware- !
" ness of gender equality are.
less likely to go on compen— .

sated dates.

“Fostering a keener sense
of gender equality may be an |
initjal step to reduce compen- .
satecidaﬁng"hesaid. T
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World War T Sex Slaves
Win Court Case in Japan
Tokyo _Muét Compensate South Koiean Women

. The Associated Presy
TOKYQ -— Iti a swiprising condem-
nation of gevernment policy, a court on
Monday ordered Japan to pay the equiv-
alent of $2,300 to each of three South
Korean women who wete forced into
sexual slavery for Japanese soldiers dur-
ing World War 1.
apan has persistently refused to pay
individual redress to former sex slaves
and other war victims, arguing that post-
war treaties settled all claims, -
But Judge Hideaki Chikashita, at the
Yamagichi District Court in southwest-

ern Japan, ruled that the govermment

must compensate the women for their
suffering, calling it a “*fundamental vi-
olation of human rights.””.

Tibetan Burns Self
To Protest India’s
Ending of Strike

Tha Astociated Press .

NEW DELHI— A Tibetan exile
set himself’ on fire Monday to
protest a decision by the Indian
police to end a 49-day hunger strike
against Chinese rule in Tibet.

~_Tseten Norbu, president of the

Tibetan Youth Congress, said the
police were prepasing to carry the
remaining three of a group of six
bunger strikers to an ambulance
when protesters saw a man tunning
toward them with his ciothes on
five. The protesters smothered. the
flames with blankets. )

A dgctor at Rama Manchar Lo-
hia Hospital who refused to give his
name said the victim, identified by
the Tibetan Youth Congress as
Thupten _Nﬁgup, 60, had been
burned over his entire body and that
his chances of survival were slim,
W China-India Talks

General Fu Quanyou, the chief of
the Chinese People’s Liberation
Ammy who is vistting India, said
China and India had agreed to make:
speciat efforls to safeguard regional
stability, Renters ’

General Fu, opening a visit to
India that analysts see as an attemnpt
10 eage mutdal suspicion between
the two countries, held meetings
with Indian government and mit-
itary leaders in New Delhi.

Both the Japancse Foreign Ministry

in Tokyo and the South Korean Foreign

Affalrs Ministry declined comment un-
til the court vider conld be studied,
The ruling, the first in a lawsnit filed

by former sex slaves, is likely to have a .

profound effect on five pending cases

“and may encourage others to come for-

ward and file new lawsuits.

Historians say as many as 200,000
Asian woinen, enphemisticzlly referred
to as “‘comfort women,” were taken to
front-line brothels and repeatexily raped
by the soldiers. .

it was only in 1592, after many years
of silencs, that Fapan admitted that the
army had been involved in seiting up
and runoing the brothels. The wornen
filed their lawsuit that year.

- In this case, 10 women demanded a
total of $4.2 millien for thair snffering.

" The court rejected claims by seven of
the woinen, who were forced to work in
Japanese military plants bit vero on
sex slaves, a court official said, - -

Mational tclevision showed the wora-

‘en, some. wearing taditional Korean

dress, slowly ‘walking into thie
courtroom band-in-hand, When the rul-
ing was announced, supj:oiters outside
the courthouse clapped and cheered.

" The court fcoad that the government
should ‘have passed laws to repay the

* former sex slaves for their suffering. = -
- " Their right was gnarantesd nader the
constitution, the judge ruled, and was

ackiiowledged in 1993 when the pov-

| eramient adindtted it had forcibly kid.

napped them into sexual slavery.

utsome said the ruling did nct 2o far

enough,
“*The mliig sbeuld bs praissd for

adoitting respoasibility, but the araount -
. of compensation is too small,” said

Yoshiaki Yoshimi, a prafessor of his-
to?' at CLuo Vniversity in Tokyo.
&)

par Las paid somc assistance to -

former sex slaves thvough a privately

.-funded body, the Asian Peace Natingal

Fund for Women, as a way of skirting -

official responsibiity. ,

. Many women have refuscd to aceapt
paymeats from the foad, calling it part
of Japan's attempts to avoid respon-
ﬁhility fer its acticus dusing Wr.ﬂd@m'

“The fuad has paid ot mare than
$760,000 the last two yoars.

Last moath, Suuth Borea decided to

compengate its forer sex slaves di-
rectly. Taiwan made paymeats to sur-
viving sex glaves in Deceraber,

- No one i3 suve how many former sox
slaves are still alive since many keep
their past a secret out of shame.
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Yomiuri Shimbun

A supporter holds up a banher In front of the court after the ruling on Monday.

Court orders government
to pay ‘comfort women’

Yomiurd Shimbun ’

YAMAGUCHI—The  Shimonoseki
branch of the Yamaguchi District Coutt on
Monday - ordered the state government to
pay ¥300,000 each to three former South
Korean “comfort' women™ in compensa-
tion for their suffering. Presiding Judge
Hideaki Chikashita said the governinent
neglected its responsibility to enact laws to
compensate the wormen.

It was the first Lime a court acknowl-
edged a claim against the government for
compensation for darmages or suffering
during World War IL
" About 50 such suits have been filed
with Japanese courts.

“The comfort women system was out-
right discrimiration against women and
the {Korean) race, and violated fundamen-
tal human rights goaranteed by the
Constitation,” the judge said:

“It was the responsibility of the govern-
ment to consider and ensure ways to stop
the former comfort women’s suffering
from intensifying,” he said. “Nevertheless,
it did not take any action for the women
for many years, forthering their suffering.”

The judge said the government's duty to
initiate compensation dated from 1993,
when then Chief Cabinet Secretary Yohei
Kono apologized t0 the former comfort
women. '

“At that point, (the government)

. became responsible vis-a-vis the Constitu-

tion to promptly implement compensation
for damages inflicted on former comfort
women,” the judge said.

He said the government did not take any

‘action for three years, which the court con- -

sidered was “a reasonable length of period

for the poveérament to have introduced the

necessary legistation.”

“This made the government responsible
for compensation under the Siate Redress
Law,” the judge said.

The three women were “brought to.the

comfort-women facilities without know--

ing their destination, and was coerced to
work as comfort women by force,” the
judge said.

In acknowledging the plaintiffs’ claim
that they had been forced to serve as com-
fort women, the judgs said the Facilities
had “a close link with the Imperial
Japanese Army.” He added that the women
had been forced to work in a virual con-
finement until the war ended in 19435,

Chief Cabinet Secretary Kanezo Muracka
said Monday he regretted the muling. “T
regret (the ruling) denied part of what the
government has been arguing,” Muraoka
said.. “We would like to decide on our
stance after each of the related roinistries
and agencies consider the ruling.”,
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‘Comfort Wa)m@n’_ redress ordered

'NM' FROM PAGE 1

goven “other women were

forced to perform long hours
-of labor-in the factories,

- which wers mainly in Toya-

: ma.Prefecture.

:The plaintiffs said their .

lawsuit was based on the gov-

etrnment’s obligation under
, the Constitution to.apolagize
. and pay compensation {o vie-
: Hms of its colonial rule.

. They alsé said a remark in
1994 by then Justice Minister
-Shigeto Nagano that comiort

.. . women were no moere than
. “'licensed prostitutes” inflict-

‘ed injury to their character
. and honor. L

. -The government, insisting
that all- war claims wers set-

- consistently refused to pay in-
‘[ dividual compensation to vie-
Instead of state repara-
tigns, Tokyo sét up in 1995 the

- ted by postwar treaties; has-

- private Asian Women's Fund,
‘which started offering the fol-

lowing year a lettes of apolo-

gy from the prime mipister
and ¥2 wmillion in livelihood

assistance to the victims,

The issue, which has aggra-

vated the nation’s -already
strained relatigns with South

Korea, took a new twrmn last
Tuesday when the new Seoul -

government of President Kim

Dae Jung decided to grant 38

million won (about ¥3.8 mil-
llon) to each of 152 document-

-ed victims. R
South Korea said it will not -

press for compensation from
Japan and instead called for
Tokyo to make a heartfelt
apology and repent for the sex
slavery, ‘

Talwan group to sue
HONG KONG (Kyodo) A gov-

ernment-backed organization
for former Taiwanese ‘‘com-

‘terview. . .

sation..

* fort women” on Monday wel.

corped a Japanese court's de-
cision tg award compensation
to women who were farced to
work in wartime brothels and
vowed to sue the Japanese
government as well,

“It's encouraging,” said |

Jane Ho, a leader of the Tai.
pei Women's Rescue Founda-
tion. I hope it will become

the first step toward a radical |

solution of the issue,” she said
from Taipei in a telephone in-

*

She said the court's ruling, |
the first legai victory for for- |
mer sex siaves, is fueling her
group’s plans to sue the Japa- |
nese government for compen- |

“The Japanese jud_iéiéry !

- should let justice prevail and |

throw out the Japanese gov- !

.ernment’'s  conservative :

stance,” she said.
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*Comfort woman’ dies in Philippines
MANILA (Kyodo) A Phillppine “comfort woman’ who was
forced to provide sex o Japanese troups before and during
World War I has died, an organization represeniing such
victins and their supporters said Wednesday.
Purita Canedo, 81, is the seventh of 46 Filipino plaintiffs
involved in a lawsuit against the Japanese government to

die. .

She died Tuesd&y. morning at her home insuburban Anti- -
polo after boing bedridden for aimost two years following a
stroke in August 1996, representatives of the Lila Pilipina

group said.

In 1944, Japanese troops abducted Canedo, then 27, and

held her in & garrisonas a sex sla

ve for a month. A week be.-

fore she was seized, Japanese troops killed her first hus-
band, according ta Lila Pilipina. . :

Canedo kept her ordeal a secret between her and her sec- ‘
ond husband, only revealing it publicly in 1992 when she he-

came one of the first Phili
time sufferings.

4%.4 320 J. T

pping women to recount their war-

.

Nanjing carnage not covered up: Saito

- WASHINGTON (Kysdo) The

- Japanese government has not

" . thé
tried to cover up facts about -
the massacre .. : and hasstilf -
‘rejected an’apology to Chi-
na,” Saitg told a riews confer-

tried 1o cover up the mass
killing in Naajing carried out

. by the Imperia] Japanese Ar- -

iy during the war in’ China, -
Ambassador to the 11.5. Kuni-

- hiko Saito said Tuesday.

~Ps elearly not true to say
Jpanese goverament

ence. . - -
.He was addressing charges

- In & new book on the 1937 Nan-
- Jing Massacre that claims the
- Japanese ‘government “has

“for decades systematically.

. purged réference to the Nan-

jing Massacre from their
texthooks. -~ - " - -

The book, “The Rape of
Nanking: The Forgotten Ho-

Joeaust of World War J1,” by

Chinese-American author Iris
Chang, has sold 125,000 copies
since it was put on sale in the
U.8. in mid-December. -

Al a news conference last

- week, Saito characterized the

book as “inaccurate,” “erro-
neous” and “distorted.”

. ~“Chang’s -allegation that -

Japan .tried te cover up the

. facts is also not true. Most

Japanese textbooks refer to
the Nanjing Massacre,” Saito
said Tuesday. = - - :
- Chang, who says her grand-
parents survived the massa-
cre, has been publicizing the
book in a nationwide. speech
. four.’ She says ‘most Ameri-

cans are unaware of the war-
time atrocities committed by
Japanese soldiers. - -
~*Japanese culture will not
move forward until it too ag-

. mits nof only to the world but

to itself how improper were
its actions of just half a centy-
ry ago,” Chang says in her
book".if.. L o ..

. Apparently responding to
these charges, Saito said the
Japanese government ‘ex:
plicitly showed remorse for
our past coaduct” in a joint
communigue issued followin
the 1972 normalization of dip-
lomatic ties between China

- and Japan.

“Since then, we have re-
peatedly offerad an apology,
including one in 1995 by then
Prime Minister Tomiichi

'Mui'ayamé,’? Sailo said,

The book says the Japanese -
army swept into the ancient-

city of Nanjing, then known
as Nanking and the-capital of
China, In"1937, and within
weeks lovted and burned the
city and’ ‘systematically

raped, . tortured .and mur--

dered more than 300,000 Chi-
nese civilians.

“*“Tens ‘of thousands of
‘young (Chinese) men were
rounded up and herded to the
outer areas of the city, where
they were mowed down by
machineguns, used for bayo-
net practice, or soaked with
gasoline and burped alive,”
the book says. -

TV debate challenge

LOS ANGELES (Byode) The
author of a controversial boak
on the mass killings in Nan-
Jing by the Imperial Japanese

g. Army duripg the Sino-Japa-

nese War has challenged the
Japanese ambassador io the
United States to a' television
debate. = -

Iris .Chang, a Chinese-
American whose grandpar-
ents survived the massacre,

_83“

told Kyoda News by e-mail
that she wants Ambassador
Kunihiko Saito to discuss the
book on television. o
Chang made the offer in re-
sponse fo critical comments
Sait has made oyer the past
week on the best seller, “The
Rape of Nanking: The For-
gotten Holocaust of World
War 0. . :

Saito said at a news confer-

ence last Tuesday that de-
scriptions in-the heok were
“inaceurate’’ and ‘‘distort-
ed.u )

In response te his com-

ments, a U.S. civil group on.

preserving World War 11 his-
tory called for the ambassa-
dor’s resignation.

The Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter, a Los Angeles-based Jew-
ish human righis organiza-
tion, sent a letter 1o the am-
bassador expressing the
group’s disappointment in
the Japaness government’s
decision to criticize the book,

Chang’s book has sold more
than 125,800 copies in the U.S.
since it was released in De-
cember.
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Klm seeks new era ,7,;

“in Japan-ROK ties

: By Qoro Hashlmqto '

Yormiirl Shimbun Political Bditor
" SROUL-—South, ]{oraan Prealdent Kim

Do Jung gnid on Weédnesday that he was

ready to resolve contentions lssues arlsing
from he history of relations with Japan.
iy - (South Korea and Japan) must
usher in a uew age of fiiendship through
cléar solutions to problems passed oni from

the pagt” Kim said at a meeting with-

Japanese political editors. -

Druring a hourlong meeting at the Blue
Huuse. Kim also said he would be looking
at ways 10 promote a corprehensive solu-
tion to bilateral problems when he visits
Jopan'in the autumn,,

"The Issues clted by the pmsident includ-

ed the timing of a visit to South Korea by -

theff™" veror and plans 0 refax rognlations
on ﬂow of Japanese culture into his
coumry

KIm's ‘stetement was interpreted as a

sign of his strong desire to improve bilat-

eral ties,

During Wednesday's meeting, Kim dis-
cussed such sénsitive Issues as the treal-
ment of South Koréan “comfort women,”
the euphermism for those who were sexual-

1y enstaved by the Japauese army during

Waortd War 1L

The president urged Tokyo to admit that
Iapan was historically and morally respon-
sible for their suffering.

However, he aiso said his administration

- would not intervens in the action taken by

™ . Sowth Korean groups seeking compensa-’

tlon from the Jupanese govenument,
Régavdlng South Korea's cconomie

problems, 'Kim safd his' country would'

probably by able to overcome the crisis by
ths and of this year

The main focus of Kim's sistémont wag
on bilatera} ties. He upged the people of
both nations to work to open a new chup-
ter 1n the relatlonship.

He said Japan should seek “clear solu-

tions 1o the problems passed on from the -

past,” but also urged South Koregns fo
value the positive aspects of Japan's post-
war history, such as its pursuit of deo-

cratic ideals and its successul creation ofa’

market cconomy.

Regarding 2 propescd trlp by the
Emperor, Kim said, “It is unnatural and
unfortunate that -the head of (South
Korea's) closest reighbor is yet to visit.”

The president also discussed his recent
decision to gradually lift'a ban on Japanese
films, popular songs arid other forms of
contemporaty culture.

“South Kotea is still divided (over the
decision), but I will probably be able to
solve this issus by.convincing South
Koreans (that the ban should be lifted)."

Kim said he wanted to approach bilater-
8l problems in a comprehensive manner
during & planned summit meeting in
Tokyo in the autumn,

He also touched on his decision to

extend ﬂuancial assistance to former com-
forl woien, which he sald was necessary
to help those who had declined to accept
finimclal assistance from the Asia Peace
and Friendship Fund, a Japanese private-
sector trust, )

Fishing pact talks rasume
Kyodo News

South Korea urged Japan to respect the
past recorda of South Kotea fishing oper-
ations as the twa natlons regumed
Wadnesday their two-day talks for rovis-
ing the bilateral Ashéries pact in liné with
the new U.N. Conventlon for 200-nauti-
caf mile sea zones, Japanese officials
said. ]

The talks collapsed In fanuary when
Japan unilaterally terminated ths 1965
freaty after rounds of inconelusive consul-

“tations because of differences over the

seizure of fishing vessels and also of a ter-
ritorial dispute over a group of islands in
the Sea of Japan, called Takeshima in
Japan and Tokto in Korea,

During the first day of the resumed talks
at the Foreign Ministry in Tokyo, the two
nations agreed on the need for preserving
fishery resources in the Sea of Japan, the
offictals said.

But the South Korean side insisted that
Japan take into account an estimated
230,000 tons in past South Korean catches

within 200 nautical miles of the Japanese

coast, they said.

Kim Dae Jung urges

frlendly ties with Japan

9¢.4.30 J.T.

SEOUL (Kyedo) South Korean
. President Kim Dae Jung on
! Wednesday urged Japan to
acknowledge its past wrong-
t doings and open an era of tru-
Iy friendly relations with his
country.

Kim made the rernarks dur-

the Japanese media at the
Biue House presidenlial office
here.

“As an assailant that In-

flicted damage (on other -

countries), it Is necessary for
Japan to put anend to what it
did In the pa.st in clearer
terms # Kim said.

‘Touching on Korean women

foresd to provide sex for Jap-

anese troops before and dur-
ing Wortd War II, Kim said,
“The Japanese govemment

should acknowledge its his-.
_ torical and morai responsibil-

. ity for the issue, and say soto
. the vietims.”

Earller in the week, a Japa:

nese court handed down &

‘landmark ruling saying that
Tokyo should pay compensa-

Aior to three former South Ko-

rean women, known-eyphe-
wistically as “comfort wom-

en," who were forced into .~

sexual slavery before and

-during the war.
ing a meeting with a group of :
political news editors from.

Kim said his government

will not interfere” with de-
mands for eompensation by’

such women. Japan has re-
fused fo pay the women re-
dress, citr a 1965 hilateral
treaty that settied all jegal
claims against Japan over its
1010-1845 colonial rule of the
Korean Peninsula.

He expressed lope that the
Emperor will visit South Ko-
‘rea, which has long been con-
sidered a taboo because of
strong anti-Japanese senti-
ment among South Koreans.

Kim said it s “unnatural
and unfortunate” that the

ror has not been able to
\nﬂ its closest neighboring
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South Korea pays funds
to 12 ‘comfort women’

SEOUL (Kydde) South Korea
paid 34.5 million won (about
¥3.45 million) Thursday to 12
women who were forced to
provide sex for Japanese sol-
diers before and during World
War L.

The payments, made by the
Health and Welfare Ministry,
comprised 31.5 million won
from state coffers and 3 mil-
lion won from an additional
6.5 million won donated by
nongovernmental organiza-
tions.

South Korea will contmue
making payments to the re-
maining victims of the 152
documented Korean sex

" slaves through welfare sec-

tions of each lo(,aI govern
ment.

As a condition for p_ayments
from Seoul, the women had to
sign an agreement that they
will not accept woney from
Japan’s Asian Women's
Fund

Japan fund cntncnzes Secul’s decision

The Asian Women’s Fund

" on’ Thursday criticized the

South Korean government's
decision to suspend aid to
women who have received

“atonement money” from the

Japanese government- msttat-
ed fund.

The fund said durmg a To-
kyo news conference that it
wants Seoul to reconsider its
move to exclude those who
have received money from
the Japanese fund.

In August 1996, the contro-
versial fund paid ¥2 million
plus medieal and welfare aid
and sent a letter of apology
from Prime Minister Ryutarg
Hashimoto to four Philippine
women forced.to have sex
with Japanese soldiers before
and during World War IL

Fund officials also criti-
cized the South Korean gov-
ernment for reportedly fore-

_ writing that they will not take

Scoul will suspend pay-
ments for sex slaves, euphe-
mistically called *‘comfort
women,” who have already
reccived money from the Jap-
anese private fund initiated
by Tokyo, officials said.

Seven South Korean corm-
fort wemen received money
from the Japanese fund in
January 1997 and more than
10 others are believed to have
received paymeunts from the
fund later.

The Iund, established by
Tokyo in 1995, bas offered a
letter of -apology from Ja-

pan’s prime minister ‘and |

livelihood assistance to the
victims.

Despite strong protests
from victims, Tokyo has con-
sistently refused to pay direct
cotnpensation to individual
wictims, . saying _all " war
claims were settled bg post-
war, treatics.

ing those who accept mouey
from its own fund to pledge in

money from the Japanese
fund.
“That ‘would be equal to a

nation stale coercing the
women not to ‘accept money
from the Asian Women's
Fund,” the fund sald ina
wntten statemeént. “Would
that not eonstitute yet another
infringement on their human
rights?""

Seven South Korean ‘‘com-
fort women® received aid
from the fund in January
1997; since then more than 10
others reportedly have re-
ceived payients. . .

As of the beginning of April,
“more than 70 women’ have
received money from the
fund, officials said while re-
fusing to give a country-by-
country breakdown of recipi-

ents, citing privacy concerns.
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BEI.IING (K.yodo) ——Huomu Nonaln.
acling secretary general of the ruling
Liberal Democratic Party, told o senior
Chicese official on Thursday that he hopes
Japan and China wili look to the future
despite their war-scarred past. LDP offi-
cials said.

“Japan and China have an unfortunare
pasi...but talks during (Chinese) Vice
President Hu Jintao's visit to. Jipan gave

- us the impression that we can build future-

oriented Japan-China relations,” the offi-
ciuls guoted Nonaka as saying during talks

T the Political Bureaw of the Chinese

Cwim Zeng Qinghong, an alternate member

Comumnunist Party’s Ceatral Commitee,
According t9 the officials, Nonaka said

the success of Hu's visit to Japan would

servé as a basis for a successful visit 1o

-Japag by Chinese President Jiang Zemin

this autumn. -

" Zeung, the officials said, vesponded by
saying that he would like to see the two
countries further develop ties that were
forged by previous leaders. Zeng said that
Jiang’s planoed visit to Japam was

Pl

%% 5, ‘? I)W(:b ijmkw;
MNonaka asks Chinese

to ‘look to the future’

“oxwremely iuportant,” they adde,

Nomaka and other  LDP members
arrived in Be;jmg earlier in the day for a
three-day visit.

Nonaka met with Dai Bmgguo. head of
the Central Commiitee’s International
Liaison Depwrtment, earlier in the after-
noon,

According to the officials, Dai proposed
increased exchanges betwesn young
politicians from the two countries.

In response, Nonaka introduced other
members of the LDP delegation, including
Makoto Koga, head of the LDP’s Election
Bureaw, and said he would have them take
over the development of bilateral rela-
tions, the ofticials said.

Noriaka also said that because fapan is
facing problems with various social sys-
tems, it was a crucial time for Japaoese

- . politicians to show leadership, according

1o the officials.

Nonakd told Zeng that Prime Minister
Ryutaro Hashimoto has submitted bills to
implement reforms in various areas, the
officials added. '

q8.5.10 D.Y.

Govi appeals -
court ruling on
‘comfort women’

KITAKYUSHU (Eyodo)—The govern-
ment Frday appealul a court decision last
month ordering it 0 pay compensation to
three former South Korean “comiort wornen.”

In its appeal, the government cluimed
last month’s “landmark. decision by the
Shimonoseki branch of the Yamiaguchi
Disttict Court on the so-colled comfort
women, who claim they were forced o
provide sex for Imperial Japanese Army
members, " “cleacly goes against past
Suprermme Court decisions.”

The appeal. filed with the leosh'una
High Court, said, “The Supreme Court has
ruled that the state i$ exempt from com-

pensation regarding’ Llwmakmg actw:ues,_

excepl for extremely exceptional cases.’

The goverament was criticized. by the
Shimonoseki branchicourt for failing to enact
alaw to pay compensation to comfort wormen,

The ruling said the government, despite
having “an obligation to take measures to
repair the wartime anguish suffered by
the former ‘comfort wormen’...iltegally
neglected its constitutional duty to pass a
law awarding cowpensation.”

LDP’s Nonaka wsﬁs massacre site
in Nanjing i in gestm'e of friendship

By Baku Shibata % - > -

3

Yommn Shimbun Staff Wnter

NANJING, China—Hiromu Nonaka,
acting sectetary general of the Liberal
Democratic Party, on Saturday became
the first leader of the ruling party to visit

- the memorial to the Nanjing Massacre.

The memorial is dedicated to Chinese
victimized by the Dmperial Japanese
Army i 1937 during the Sino-Japanese
War.

Some LDP members objected to
Nonaka’s planned visit, but he had
annoanced bis intentions to Prime Minjster
Ryutaro Hashiznoto some time ago and
decided to carcy through, theugh he knew
it would alienate some LDP members.

LI -ﬁj 7 “Hpeople of my generation do not set-

tle war-related problems, people of
younger generations will continue to be
faced with those problems in the future,”
Nonaka said.

Nogaka visited the memonal ‘shortly
after 7 a.m. and offered flowers and a
silent prayer to the victims.

“As one person who eyewitnessed the
war and as an incumbent politician, T am
here to pray for the vietims,” he said.

He said he was oot in a position to com-
ment on alleged Japanese atrocities commit-
ted during the massacre, but acknowledged
the incident remaing as a deep scar,

- I would like to face up to reality and
make an effort toward peace and friend-
ship between the two nations,” be said.
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Mianhuan, 71, and Li Xiimei,
70, are members of two
groups’ of former sex slaves
whe are suing the Japanese
government for ¥20 million
each in compensation for
their ordeal. .
Noriko Omori, a lawyer for
the plaintiffs, says they want
Kuwayama to testify in court.
The trial is currently under

way before the Tokyo District
© Court. .

The six women were inter-
viewed in China and ques-

." tioned in accordanee with six

internationally standardized
diagnostic measures for men-
tal distress. ‘
The resuits of the examina-
tion show that the levels of
stress-inducéd disorders in
each woman are exceptional-
ly high, according to Kuwaya-
ma, an expert in treatment of
war-related mental illnesses.
They ali showed above-
medium levels of anxiety and
depression — two to three
times higher than other peo-
ple of the same age group who
live in the same region.
“All of them said they have
flashbacks -~ a typical symp-
tom — in which they recall in
detail how they were beaten
and raped by Japanese sol-
diers,

7798 3T
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