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‘ "i:""VlctlIn of sexual
s awarded Y2 IIll]]lOIl

dance to the male offend—'

WA, Hokhidn (Kyodn)

L TheAsabjkawaDish'lctCom't .
- on Tuesday ordered the Hok- - .

kaido' angd Asahi-
govemments

y as-
sehbol "

.+ The girl and ]mr parents
" had sought ‘some ¥44.3 mil- !

" “lion from’the two govern-

77 ments, which Joi

e terthelncai school system. -

. “IThe ‘girl was in her early -

Sy teens at a public judior high

-7 gohool . In- Asahikawa at the_
timeoftheaaaau}ts

Presiding

e

. harassment
. ontnals- ear- -
S -ol whom

. saulted while in junfor high

- school,
intly adminis-

Judge Norio Sat-
S htoidthacmntthemcidents_
"~ would not have occurred had
e t.he school prcmded adaquate

_'_f.-........‘ -

ﬁlsandﬁtheyhadbeenpmp-

‘'when the girl was i her first

:'_g"m,wgshewasathird'

year student, she way sexual-

assaulted by 10 male stu-
cﬂnts ina bathroom at the
to the court. -

Pnortotheiminadmt,

ter with her teachers on .at
:least three cccasions.-The

-teachers aven witnessed some
- of the assatilts but failed to
dealwiththesitu---.

'ation, ﬂmcourtsaid.
- The court sald that foll

superyised. )
The court saitl the mual
‘commenced .

assault

~-triedto rasponmbik
) ity after thevlchm and her

demambdtheschml
Themmalesmdentswho

asswltedthe victim were lat-
er sent to reformatories or.

placed under probai onbythe

Asahikaws Family Court.
The

ofthosewho-

assauited the girl have jointly

paid’ abotgo %3, Bunmilhon in’
‘compema n to
" the victim discussed the mat- g

e Saiki said the victim
shuul

Iturareforncvurttq

ﬂmelsmtm{dmt,ﬁntaadwrs

R

-44_

S v et S A g e, i3t 40

AR AL et b g b i A e 88

_ receive over ¥10 mil-’
- llontntotalandtlmsamved.-
"-at the Y2 million award.

grantaaexm!amuitvichm'

.. ore than ¥10 million in com-
ow!ng pensation, accnrdingto legal
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‘Writer ponders role of men today -

Toyoda helps males to open up about fears and frustrations they face

"By ERIKO ARITA
Sinft writer
Asa youth Masayoshi To-
yoda wondered why he was
to follow in the foot-
steps of his father in the fami-
1y business simply because he
was the only son, but had no
way to express his feelings.
The 34- year-old freelance
writer is now the leader of
Men’s Lib Tokyo, & group he
set up in 1905 to enable men to

WEEKEND

WISDOM

openly discusa the problems
and anxieties of “being a

man.”
The group provides 8 place
distress

~for men to

caused by gender bias and
helps men solve their prob-

lems by aupporting each oth-

To oda’s parenl:s believed
that as their only son, he

‘would take on the family’s

gseafood wholesale business
when the time came — even
though he had absolutely no
desire to dao so.

He could not discuss his
concerns and anxieties at
home hecause his parents

would only scold him, eom-

menting, “It's shameful for a

man to say such things.”
‘After graduating from uni-

versity and in an attempt to .

shed the restraints placed up-
on him by his parents, Toyoda
set off for the United States in
1890 to study and work.
While. working as a writer
on a Japanese magazine in

New York, he learned about

the men’s liberation move-
ment that emerged in the 1.5,
in the 1970s, and also wit-
nessed the start of homosexu-
als “coming ouf.” It was then
that he realized the problem
that be had been struggling
with for so long.

“] came to think that it was
all right to just be myself. It
was eye-opening.” Toyoda

id.

Bal . . - N

‘Around this time, & book ti-
tled “Yellow Cab,” about Jap-
anese women who had no
qualms about having sex with
Americans, ‘began to atiract
attention in Japan.

Teyoda, together with Japa-
nege women living in' New
York, launched a’ campaign
profesting the book for slan-
dering women, which led him
to start thinking about gender
blas against men as well as
women.

‘After returnmg to Japan

and continuing to ponder. gen-

" der issues, Toyodd reached

the conclusion that men —
who are often seen as being
violent and diseriminatory
against women — are them-
selves suffering from the
pressure-of having fo be man-
1y, he gaid.

“They can't talk about their
personal problems because
they believe men should not

do such things,” be said. “I .
wanted to set up a place’
-where they can speak freely. .
1t is also because I myself -
.needed & forum where 1 could

share my own distress.”
Men raise various probiems

during Men’s Lib Tokyo meet-

ings, ‘including those related

to their families, work, part- -

ners, sexuality, viclence and
soc1al withdrawal, or “hikiko-
mori.”

Toyoda has especsa!ly not-

ed that “hikikomori” is in~
creasing among young men in’
.their 208 and 30s.

In many cases, social with-
drawal is brought about by in-
sufficient .communication
skilis and little experience of

- failure, aceording to Toyoda.

"The lack of these tools to
navigate society makes it dif-
ficult for these men to endure
the many hardships they face
in the workplace, he added.

'200:'. 2.17. JT.

.UTSUNOMIYA, Tochigl Pref. -

But once these men leave
their jobs, they tend to stay at
home, shuiting themselves off
from the outside world due to

pressure from family and |

friends who criticize them for
not working, Toyoda said.

_This pressure comes from

gender bias, which dietates
that men must always work
and can never take a break,
he maintained.

“Women can enjoy various
lifestyles. Some eontinue to
work while others leave their
jobs &nd enter the home or
study abroad,” he said. “But
men: don't bave such diverse

. Masaycshl Toyoda {second frorn feft) Rstens to other men
cxpmttl_mrf-aumdfrustnﬂms ata gathering at a commumity center here. suwo armasioTo

lifestyles. They are afraid of

being regarded as ‘drop outs’

when they quit their jobs, and

have a great deal of anxiety in
ing a new ife” |

Toyoda added that he wants
men who suffer from social
withdrawal to be able {0 get
together and diseuss their
problems, enabling them to
look at themselves more ob-
jectively:

His group and its activities
are often the target of criti-
cism from both mern and
women, who charge that it is
“anmanly” to be so honest

about male problems, aceord- -

ing to Toyoda.

However, he said he re-
mains convinced that easing
the pain and anguish of men
through mutual support and
discussion is the key to reduc-
ing violence by men.

“Men who commit domestic
violencs are often themselves
vietims of vielence,” ke points

out. “(But} there are people
amoung them who try to solve
their problems by talking
about their childhoed and ask-
ing for support Fom people
who have succeeded in put-
ting their violent streak to
rest.” -
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By HIROSHIMATSUBARA
Sdf yervr .

When Tsuneo Akasda opens
his mouth to speak about the

sex culture of Japan's youn- -

ger generation,-a tirade of
sexual slang all the more sur-
prising because of his profes-
sional and smart-suited exte-
rior flows out, i

The 57-year-old obstetrician
and gynecelogist is known as
“Roppoengl’s doctor™ among
the young Japanese girls who
frequent one of Tokyo's busi-

WEEKEND
WISDOM

est entertainment districts.
“It shocks me 1o work as a
gynecologist in be-
cause 1 see 80 many young
glrls who have crazy sex lives
without any concerns about

their health,” said Akaede,’

who hag rum & clinlc in the ar-
on aince 1977, -
-According to Akaeda, many
ris who visit bis clinic have
me pregnant after casual
sex with compleie atrangers,
while a wide range of sexually
transmitted diseasee, such as
chiamydia, are common
among his patients.

‘'Msny of the girls do not

bring money or their health
- inmurance forms, but Akaeda

said he sees them for a token
fee — often even for free —
because he knows that the
girls, who are usually afraid

‘of their parents finding out

about their sex life, have no-
where else fo go. -

The increasing number of
teenagers who visit his clinic
for treatment for STDs con-
vinced Akaeds that it was not
enough to wait for-the girls to
turn up at his clnic and en-
couraged him to go out onto
Roppangl’s busy streets.

Two years ago, he opened a
free counseling booth for girls
in & cornér of a Roppongi
hamburger shop every Thurs-
day night. -~~~

His responses o the young
girla secking his advice for
sex-related problems are al-
ways clear — ‘You do not
have sexual freedom unless
you can take care of your
body,” or “if you have a sexu-
al urge, just masturbate.”

“In a 1989 survey conducted
by a citizene' group on 3,500
gu.buc high school seniors In

0, 30 percent of female

ts satd they had experi-
enced sexual intercourse, a
double-digit increase from the
18.5 percent recorded in the

__ ~200/. 3. 4.
Gynecologist takes sex crusade to Roppongi streets }

same survey in 1067. -
Among male students, 37.8
percent said they had had
sex, up 10 percent from the
18.5 percent in 1967, What is
more surprising Is the low ra-
tio of teenagers who regularly
use condoms — only 22.8 per-
cent of the girls and 26.8 per-
cent of the boys said they use
condoms after their second

‘sexual experience. -
Another survey conducted -

in 1995 on 960 high school girls
in Tokyo revealed that one out
of 20 respondents had been in-
volved in prostitution. Citing
the resuits of the survey,
Akaeda said sex has become
a cheap form of entertain-
ment for teenagers who do not
realize the risks of STD or

pregnancy. -
“Unleas young gitls realize
the risk that their wild sex

lives pose to them and start.

taking care of their bodies,
this country will become &
hotbed for STDs,” he added.

Akaeda believes, however,
that girls are victims of Ja-
pan's gex cuiturs, which, he
gl;arged, i very male-orient-

*“Men should shoulder more
of the blame for the situation,
since they have promoted a
sex cudture hased on their de-
sires while ignoring the deli-

eate nature of female _bodies,"

of exaggersating the sex lives
of teenage girls to boost sales
or raige viewer ratings.
“Teenage prostitution, giris
selling their panties to old
men . ., For the past decade,’
the media have repeatedly re-
such extreme cases a8
if they are common practice
among high school giris, con-
them that it is unfash-

jonable to be careful about

sex,” he said. -

He added that youmg gitls
need to be better educated
about sex to make them real-
jze that sexual decency is im-
portant not only from a morel

ve but also to safe-
guard their health. “And men
of all ages here peed to be
morally educated to learn
how to respect women and
their bodies,” he aaid. ’

But Akaeds admits that his
zeal comes not only from his
concern for young girls but al-
so from his nostaigia ag &
long-term Roppongi resident.

“I've lived bere for more
than 20 years and Iked it bet-
ter when it was & quieter,
more mature and arty ares of
Tokyo,” he gaid. “I don't want

‘to see Roppongi deteriorate

too much.”

_69_

GYNECOLOGIST TSUNEO A dispanses
ym_wmdm-mmmmmnmﬂ-
Thursday st the Hamburger i in Tokyo’s Roppongl dis-
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By BERIKCO ARITA
Bl v

The increasing problem of
domestie viclenca s baing ad-

dressed by s ncupartisan .

group of female lawmakers
who plan to submit & bill to
the Diet next month almed at
prutecting viclma, :
While legislation apd insil-
tutions to fight domeatlc vio-
lence have ln place in
the United Ki m and the
United States sizce the 19708,
Japan has lagged behind
theso and other counirles ss
the problem has tradt :
beeq seen hero as a domestic
we between husband and
8.

But Masako Osada, a coun-
selor at the Kawazaki dumici.

Kanagawa Prefscture, point-
ed out that woren in this situ-
atlon are genuinely power-
lm She citesd the aampln of

houséwife whose of-

! daughter.
Osada said that when the
woman, asks for more mmey
the husband would yeil such
responses aa “Why can't y
manage wlith the muney l
am

women that it is ook them bt
thelr husbands who sbould he

" blarmed,” Osada said.

A 2000 swrvey by tha Prime
Minister's Office of 1,354 mar-
tied and divorced women

had been astaulted
by thelr to the ex-
tentthatlhey!umdhrlhdr

200/.3.7. J.T.
Domestic violence bill on Diet agenda

Lawmakers worried that efforts to protect victims may not be enough

widespread and serious prob-
lem in Jupan for a long thos
but has naver been
y addressed,
“Domestic viglencn is a
gmblom of human rights that
as oxisted for a long time,
People in this country have
Just atarted to replize it 1n a
problem,” Kalno told a forum
{o discuss the proposed bill
late last memth, .
. 'The bill defines domestic vi-
olence as violence b J
of live-in partners of both sex-
es, but states in its preamble
that most victims are wamen.

The bill #lll empower district -

courts to Impose six-month
restrajning ordees on offend-

- ors andd foree them to vacate

their homes for two wesks to
protect the victims.
Fatlure to ¢comply with an

. order will result in a maxi-

muny 12-month peison term or
& floe of up to Y1 million.
The bill also expands the
role of centers for
women operated by prefac-
tural governments (o make
them aerve ay public shelters.

doctors of patisnt-doctor
confidentiality rules to en-:
the ion and

peotect
victims that some have criti-
cized as being uncealistic.
According to the hili, when
ﬂdimnappiyfwmlmng
wdeﬂto their partnerz
proaching them ot to
(lxtihl gvict them, the vic-
ﬁm:multmm!tm:dimict

elant- [ -
| "Whe did you consult after violence occurmmed?" {multiple answers)

Survey of victims of domestic violence

Human iights commities atfilated with tha Jstice Minlstry
Publia counasiing caers for wornan

Qther publlc vrganizations
Pﬁvato crgarizallons (ncludkig bar ussociations)

Faarod revenge or turther violemcs from spause
Feumd consuitation process waoukd be unpheasant
Thought putling up with it was best option

" Was afrald of others’ opinkons

Dl not want o imvolve others

Dict ot varit & rellve the wperiance

' Thouphi it was not worth consuling aver

Polica

Goctony
Famites §
meaorlquﬂnm -
No one

Cthers
o answer

Q 1B

20 W & 59 50 (%)

Didnotkrwmnmtuga
Was oo ashamed
Thought it was uskess

Thought i wiks own fsult

12

Source: T Prime Micketars. Olfcs “Tavaparch o Yiokency bameaen e’ (7000}

ted it to the lawmakersy,
Huenlgawa mpolnladhc wtlhmd
are only 24 netary of-
fices oa y Hoowide, with some
retecturu havin.g oaly @

understands the eriticism, the
publlc notary clause was
needed to persuade the Jus-
tice Ministry and the Su-
premme Court to Introduce the

e husband would yeli “You should
not compiam!" — and then punch

" and kick her -

Wamen's shelter workers
;uylhh i unrealis-

* think the sliuation of a

-71-

manding legislation to protect
domestic violance victims,
explained that the two-week
stipulation was pushed o by
the Supreme Court to give tha
victim time to move qut he-
fore the shuser returns. The
court was concerned that
sviction crders may have vio-
hted thn property rights of

perpetmtad the as-
nults

Iguchi, hmver Jinsisted
that the period of eviction
shouid be six months, the
same as that of a
order. “Why should 3 victim
leavs her home?” ha asked,
“It*is the paerpetrator who

.should move out of the home,”

. In addition, women's shel-

' ler workers insist that rs-

cover children as the perpe-

. u-amnutvtutm;emwym

ﬁnbrm_

SInlter staff also want the
planmdleﬁﬂaﬁanmuplyw

" divorcess, becaime

many instances in wkich
wowmien are assaulted by their
fu‘mhmbmds

wyer Hasegawa said
temporuy conct-order sys-
tem abould slso be intro-
duced, She sald that it often
takes several months for

ues to be in danger of assault
bythaporpe&akorferthatpa-

.riod, the court needs toissue s

temporary protectioa order
that does nod require a trial,”
Hasegawa said.

Tadashi Nakamura, an as-

- sistant professor at Ristumed.

kan University in Kyoto, be-
lieves education programs for
perpatrators ot violence
mﬂwdaulsg be introduced. Ha
pein at & symposium in
Tokyos Kagumigaseki dis-
trict late last wwk that U.S.
states maodate such pro-
grams for convicted offenders
and that the proposed bill in
Japan mentfons no such pro-
gram.

“I perypetrators ace just
punished,  their hatred
against their partasrs will
gTuw -in prison, sometimes
teading to revenge when they
are refeased.” be said. -

Yoko EKomiyama,
chairwoman of the Diet

acknowledged that the.
lt’lEt imgerfect but noted
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OWED JUSTICE: Thai

‘ Women Trafficked Into lebt
" Bondage in Japan. Humen

Righis Waich, 227 PP Hpe
priged, N v
Reviowed by ,
PIERRE FULLER
Sttt wicer

For many wonen, the jour-

‘ney beging In northern Thai-
-land, where

1 refugees and hill-
tribesmen languish In poverty
and statolesaness, The fa-
vored prey of sex-trade re-
cruliers, thege un auted
Thai residents éan oply ml-
grate for work through illegal
channels, easily falling into
the hands of - iraffickers.
Thousands end up in Japan,

Human Rights Watch, the-

the interviows of 35 such

searchers, and recorded the
experiences of 170 mors who

shelter in Japan.
This ls just a ssmpling of

he Japanese Immigration
Jureau estimated were over-

taying visas ss.recently as

wailable, & to the re-.
sort, this figure doesn’t in-
Hlude Thal women with unex-
ired ¥isas, nor those who en-
eved with forged pasaports of
ther natlonafities.) Of these

ial reckons 80 to 90 g'.ment
o e e ered
romn fragmeits. ga
a research from 19%4 to ‘99,
fuman Rights Watch has as-
embled their story. K
eady worked In the sex in.
ustry in Thailand, the ma-
ity leave home voluntarily
ith the specious promise of
;Jnriot:desaing or factory jobs

Upon tanding fully escorted

It is too late to run. If the
'grﬁekad wome?tthfmﬁle:
¢ passpocts, it's for a fe
loruents at airport immigra-

worldwide rights watchdog, = H
hag interviewad 23 women af-:
ter their time bere, studied .

women with Japanese re-
passed through s women's "

‘he 22574 Thai women who:

.who would rol}

1997. (The latest number. va Ao escape -detection

romen, & Thai Embassy offi--

Although some’ have .al-.

A Japan, they first learn of -
mir“debt."y

tt,bu_cdliiml.' T}{ere,atter, their

-handlars kesp all documents
that the wothen could use for-

fres movenient and escape -

‘that is, for freedom,” -

* Soon,- the women oo sold
by & “hrokes” to a bar for he:

-tween ¥3 million and ¥8% mil-

llon, which Inecludes visa,
travel .expenses, (forged)
passport, any cokmetic Sur-
gery dove {h Thalland, fo-
offs to Thai and Japanese bor-
der officlals; new ' work
clvthes, and a i
- Most ¢f Uhese women end up
in‘low-end brothels or “dat:
" anack bars (8ome even
o weeks {o figure out ex-
actly whers in Japan they
are), whers men have the
on of, {a them outstds

hours {for- some ¥25,000) or
the night (for sotne ¥35,000).
A proétitite rarely sees t&l:

"money. It is pocketed b

, o “mama,” y an
older Thal woman, illegal
herseif, and the payment Is
taken off. the - prostitute’s
“Gebt.” . :

. Thareport cites one woman
tips in saran

from hér boss -(she, like

many, had to surreuder all -

tips) 80 she would have some-
thing to'send home to Thai-

land - the ultimate purpose

of all the women's jourpeys. .

Work involves on aversge
two to four clients & night be-
tween 7poh. st 2 2.m, . .

control pills wheoevér they -

work, which is eve

They're told nover qt"fl’én i

cli_qng ‘they'ra Thal,.sm
many Japaness consider

women ceriain AIDS carri-
ers. Yet rarely, if ever, do

 their olients use condoms, of-

ten belleving they're
for the privilege not to.
Treatment for pregaancy

ot disease Ix up to the bosy,

with the cost added to the
“debt.” Contrecting AIDS is

arge profit,

ool 345 T |
"Thai women, twice victimized

also grounds' for tesale to the
- mapager of ancther har, who

Is usually fold thée prostitute ia..
. “fresh from Thaland.” - -

" As Illeil lg, these women -

Tarely seak halp on thelr own;
A hespital appsarance- can
mean & tlp to an lmmigra.
tlon datention cell-

Escape iz very unlikely, I

- brute force iy not encugh,

then threats of resale compel
the women to work off their
“debt” to thelr first boss with-

Otl;t rlncicglnt. Beaa(li?nmaam,
starting al! over agaln, -
~ Submisslon s exacted by

atill sther means: In the pros-

“tHtutes’' dormitoties, .often

above the har itseit or I the
neighborhood, . motion- sen-

) . sors, video monltors, deors"
. local “love™ hotel for a fow . th

at buzz upon opening are
used to engure 24-hour sur-

. velilance of the women, who

aro bardly ever lot out alone,

Stories also clrculate of
runaways ending up dead,
and, true of ‘not, they Instill

. feat, anothier control tactie. .

The yakuza permeate the
role;

‘Industry, playing a policing
hr:uk'{llmmm;

en,

complicit in their bendage

aﬂﬂ them as il;1

aliens and prostitutes firut,
vi secimd,

* Linguistically, cultursily
and legally heipless, thess
women are forced to repay a

76~

fraudulent debt through what-
ever amount of abuse they
can sustain as veritable gex
machines over a period of

-~ indeed, allens in general in_

Japan — are oftén presumed
guilty, that they have restrict-
ed access o legal counsel and

-Interpreters, and thelr em-

bassies are only contacted af-
ter their deportation process
has begun.

- Badly, the finds that
any hope for justice or re-
dress is dashed by 2 Catch-3

" In Japan's Penal Code. Labor

law appiies to all in Japan, le-

- gally resident or not, but it ai-

80 requires reporiing thegal-
allen caszes to the Immigra-
tion Buredu, which then be-
glas deportation’

Pimpa and mamas can then .

be progecuted for violations of
immigration law, but pot Ia-
bor law, aince by this tirpe the

- case is often off the desk of

Labor Mintstry officials,

Few women {hen pursue
payment of back wages, let
alone c;:l.nai justice, if it
means prolonging their deten-
tiont in overvrowded

tion centers, -~
“Ad a result, the deception,
coercion, violence, intimida-

"ton, tilegal confinement, debt
bonda

we and foreed labor to

‘which trafficked women &re
suly

hjerted coi:htinum to go un-
P ," .the report con-
cludes.

- Thory and pursuasive,
Human Rights Watch's report
has hardly ing to take
issue with, aside from its re-
petitiveness, which could do
with some good editing. But it
isn't meant to be a good read,
only a call to action.

The question arises: How
high on Tekyo's agenda is the
zeltf:re'cf aliens? Or g?n that

Japanese public )
" A recent Cabinet Office poll

printed om the front page of(f
r found that,

this i

whﬂemy alf of the Japa-
nue&oﬂed want illegal aliens
forcibly

that — 64.8 percent — would
tolerate them if they per-

formed “difficult, dirty or
" jobe unwanted by

Apanese,
It should come as o sur-

pxise that the burdens on thess
bonded prostitutes go unre-
lieved — and s
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"-.:'Aslan w::mon a Fund |
.iTl'lI‘he Forel Ministty on’

ursday. assigned ¥9.47 mil- !

‘ lcign 1tmm a fomﬁattiion -
- “charg ating -
--Aslan womeh forced into war- -~

time sexual slavery by the:
Imperial: Japanese Army,
_'mmistry cials said.

- Forelgn ~Minister Yohei

Kompmentedthehmdsto..

former Prime Minister. Tomi-
fchi Murayama, whe heads
the Asian Women’s Fund, {n a
;neeﬁng at the ministry.

an solicxt-
ing dopations in ptember
from staff in Japan and gver-’
seas, special and public cor-.

: poration.s under its control’
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ook details POW abuse by

Now-rich zaibatsu had no mercy for U.S. slave laborers

By TODD MILLER

. WASHINGTON (Kyudo) In the
accounting bopks of every
Japanese company that used
prisoners of war during World
War II is a debit column writ-
ten in lnvisible ink, headed:
Slave Labor, 1943-1945, ac-

cording to Linda - Goetz

Helmes,

“P” ¥ we_have sprinkled
len.  juice on that column
and the numbers have started
to reappear,” Holmes meta-
phorically asserts in her new
book," “Unjust Enrichment:

. . How Japan’s Companies Built

Peostwar. Fortunes Using

. American POWs.”

i

i
i
%
i
5
|

.

i

“This debt needs to be
paid,” she says.
- Her book unearths new svi-
dence on the use of U.S. and
Allied prisoners of war as

- forced laber in war-related in-

dustries by Japanese zaibatsu

. eongiomerates, including Mi-

tsubishi Corp., Nippon Steel

! - Corp., Kawasaki Heavy In- )
. .dustries Ltd., Showa Det_zko .

E.K. and Mitsui & Co.

% -“Japanese .companies
i -“dap p
ask

*he military for the use
of risoners, paid the mili-
tary ¥2 per day per man,”
Holmes said in an interview
with Kyodo News.. - .-
During the war, the Japa-
-nese military captured 36,200

U.8. service members in Asia_

— as well as 14,000 clvilians,
according to Holmes,
Of those, she estimates “ap-

proximately 25,0007 Ameri--

“cans were forced to work in

company mines, factories, .

‘chemical plants and ship-
yards in 127 different loca-
tions in Japan and 42 other
places in Asia. .
Horrifically, 7,107 .U.S,
POWs died in company sites
in Japan itself from 1942 to
1845, she said. Many starved
to death, were severely beat-

en, overworked or maimed.

‘Today, when survivors of
theso slave camps see the
prosperity of thelr former
“employers” —- now industrial
glants — they are reminded of
their years of Lorment and un-
paid wages.

“And that’s really their is-
sue — it's a wage compensa-
tion-issue and not a repara-
tions " {ssue,” Holmes said,

“Thay (the companies) wera .

able fo get back on their feet
and make these enormous
profits as a result of this free
labor.”

In researching the book,
Holmes spent five years inter-
viewing 400 former POW la-
horers interned in various
places, " including Burma
{Myanmar}, Japan, and Muk-
den in Manchuria (northeast-
ern China). She also inter-
viewed U.S. officials and

. made use of the National Ar-
.chives in Maryland, :

On Mukden, the site of the
infameus Unit 731 hiological

- warfare center, she gaid she

is the first to “substantially
document that medical exper-
iments were performed on
{U.8.) prisoners on a very
systematic basis.”

The chapter “Voyages lh

Heli” narrates how the POWs

endured transport to Japan
from Pacific islands, such as

. Wake Island and the Philip-

pines, in conditions that can

.only be compared to those

suffered by Africans shipped
as slaves to America. -

POWs were crammed thou-
sands at a time into filthy car-
go holds, for weeks on end,
she explained, adding that the
hatches were sealed and two
5-gallon cans served as make-
ghift latrines,

“At least 500 hed from

- disease and thirst,” Holmes
wrote. “Of 56,279 Allied POWg

transported by merchant
ships, 10,853 prisoners, in-
cluding 3,632 Americans,
drowned .when their un-
marked ships wers torpe-
doed,” she said. :

Conditions at the company

sites were also grossly appali-
ing. Many POWSs lacked ade-
quate clothing or health care
and were given, as in one ex-
ampie, just 500 calories in daj-
ly food rations,

Laboreérs tolled under harsh.
circumstances, and they were
beaten or had their health ru-
ined from unsafe conditions.

At Hiraoka Subeamp No, 3,
run by Kumagai Engineering
Co. near Mitsushima, Nagano
Prefecture, the death toll
from “pneumonia, dysentery,
starvation and brutality” was
0 high that the commandant
stopped holding funeral sep-
vices for POWs “because
their frequency was demoral-
izing,” Holmes writes.

The big question the author

addresses is why these com-

panies were not prosecuted
after.the war for tormenting
and Xilling their unpaid em-
ployees. :

She zaid in the chapter “To-
kyo Trials: The Dog that Did
Neot Bark” that Robert Donihi,
a chief U.S. prosecutor, rec-
ommended not to indict com-
pany executives because his
lovestigators eould not find
enough evidence in the short
time avallable. '

Unlike German industrial-
ists, the Japanese executives
apparently hid or burned
their records. “The documen-
tatiort was there, but it wus
withheld from them” she said.

Alse, then U.S. Secretary of
War Henry Stimson did not
be%ieve‘ ge lzaibatsu ig’ere fn-
voived in planning the war,
Holmes said. The beck sug-
geats this position was takep

_15_

in view of a perceived need
for a strong Japan to confront
the Soviet Union in the Cold
‘War, and links it to the overall
mystery and coverup of those
not punished for war crimes,
including Emperor Showa.
Holmes’ book also points to
National Security Agency
documents from then Boreign
Minister Mamoru Shigemistu
in ‘1944 that show Japan re-
ceived relief money today
worth $197 miilion from Allied
aations to help their POWs.

The money was never distrib-
uted.

Holmes said this money
was channeled through the
Red Cross to Tokyo, where it
sat in the Yokohama Specie
Bank, “condemning many
men, women and children
from several Allied nations to
painful and slow deaths.” The
transfer was confirmed hy
the Swiss National Bank and
Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi.

Recently, many former
U.S. POWs have filed claims
against the companies ta re-
gain Jost wages. They contend
a California statute gives
them a window to pursue le-
gal action until 20140,

But Japan has rejected the
compensation demands, say-
ing the issue was settled un-
der the 1951 San Franeisco
Peace Treaty. The U.S. State
and Justice departments
maintain similar positions
and have encouraged that the
lawsuits be dismissed. The
language of the treaty is cur-
rently under debate.

“What I hope my little book
will help bring about is the
company heads to reflect on
the fact that these things did
oceur to these prisoners on
their property and they do
have a responsibility for some
compensation to these men,”
Holmes said.
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‘Three Serbs

convicted by

THE HAGUE (AP) A UN, war

" erimes tribunal convicted

three WBosnian Serbs on
charges of rape and torture,
the first case of wartime gox-
ual enslavement to come be-
fore an international court.

The {ribunal on Thursday
convicted Dragoljub Kimarac
of sexualty asgautting and tor-
turing Muslim women st rape
camps during the Boanian
war, sentencing him to 28
years in prison.

Fhe court said Kimarac was
involved in a “nightmarish
scheme of sexual explolta-

_tion” (hat was “especially Te-
”

“You abused and ravaged
Munaiim women because of
thelr ethnicity, and from
among their number imu
picked whomsoever you fan-
cied " gaid the presiding
judgn.. reading the verdict.

The second defendant, Re-

- domir Kovac, alac was found

gullty of -war crimes and
¢rimes’ against humanity by
rape, and sentencad to 20
yeara, .
The third defendant, Zoran
Vukovie, was oconvicted of
raplna and .torturing a 15-
ld girt —who was about
the same age Az his own
danghter -— but was scquitted
on monat other chargea for
fack of evidence, He was gen-
tenced to 12 years in prison.
Prexiding judge Florence

‘war tribunal

Mumbawenttbn.:uxhthetes-

tirbony of woman after wom-

an who had told horrendous-

tales of rape and torture in
the Boanlan town of Foca,
acutheast of Sarajevo, whan

‘Muslims wera herded into

aeparate prison camps for

men and women after it was 38

overrun in April 1892,

The women, both in thelr
testimony and in the verdiet,
were Identified by numbers
rather than names. .

The defendanis stood silent-
ly, wearing headphones as the
Judgment was read.

Dirk Ryneveld, the lead

prosecutor in the case, wel-

comed the verdicts and com-
mended “the bravery of the
vietims who came forward to
tell thelr stories.” Peggy Kuo,
another prosecutor, zaid “the
length. of the sentences shows
that cotrt lakes these kinds of
crimes sericusly.”

They were not “political or
milltary masterminds behind
the conflicts and atrocities,”
she mald. “However, they

thrived in the dark atmos- -

phere of the dehumanization
of those belleved to bu ens-
m.tu ”n

The verdict in the Foca
case followed months of testi-
mony from dozens of witness-

o5 — intended to ahow the sys-
tematic nature of the crimes,
a crucial test for a crime
against humanity.

BINJ, Croatia — Hoﬂndmacn.mm:c,docmmhtmdttlmucomriduonhorubncﬁﬁroumhisnmmn
oth],nnrﬂummﬁuAdmﬂcpoﬂcﬁvofSpumnAuguﬂhnvm»mcm .

Compled from Reutses, AP .
ZAGREB — A war hero to
some, A-war.crimes suspoct to
others, retired Maj, Gen. bfir-
ko Norac has split Croatian
society over his actions dur-
ing the country’s war of inde-
pendence from communist

.Yugoslavia Norae, 33, sur--

rendered to police Wednesda
mafter two wmdmgbmd
now be ted by a
loesl court over his role in the
kitiings of Serh civilians dur-
ing the 1991-05 war.
“The allegations against me

are completely unfounded
and will easily be disproved in

. a court of law,” Norac aaid in

& live broadcast on state-run
television Wednesday.
Croatia's reform govern-
ment, meanwhile, has man-
aged to stave off a challenge

Croatlan war crimes suspect surrenders

from pationglists who main-
tain that Croatian war heroes
cannot be prosecuted for war
crimes. He is suspected of be-
ing involved in killed more

" than 100 Serhs near Gospic in

2 matter of days in mid-Octo-
ber 1951,

JE—
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TAIPEI (AFPJijI) A meam

dpresidenﬁal adviser’s bid -
: ofend his claims about-
. warhme sex slaves sparked a
i protaens siomains
I pro Swepping |
~ up calls for him to resign.

A group of

proper remarks on Taiwan:
ese women forced into mili-

~ tary proastitution while the is- -
" land was ruled by Japan. -

-“What he (Shi) said was a

distorﬁon of history and invit-"
ed humﬂiaﬁon himself,” sald

.parliat
. shun from the leadmg opposi- .-
(tion Kuomintang “He must-

'{a.. -

-~ Taiwan e
Shi, ‘alse chalrman of Tai~ ‘
-‘wan’s Chi Mei Group, was

‘quoted by Kobayashi as say:

o oppesition. law- :
L makemaskedWL Shi tostep
“.-.down as an adviser to Presi:
. dent "Chen’ Shui-bian  over
© what they said were Shi's im-

200/ 2. 2.7 JT
Talwan president’s adv;ser urged to qmt
over remarks about Japan’s sex slaves

'I'hepmtestwasstirredbya '

controversial cartéon boéok

guage version was released in
earlier this month. -

ing -thal many Taiwaness

at that time,” Shi was quoted
ying: *The Japsanese mil-

- itary put a lot of emphasis or;
" human rights. It was even

‘somewhat a glm-g for those
'comcnpted.

Shibmkehmsﬂenceahmt

__,_..ar.r-_-

-33-

dhe'

 the ‘book"Sunday, saying t.hat -

_ :,.“oqe womat or-two (women) .
“Taiwan Discourse” by Japa- - mi

nese cartoonist Yoshinori Ko-. 1
bayashi. Its .Mandarin-lan-

t have been foreed into
tary prostitution but most

"of them were traded to the -
‘_Japanm military by t.heil:
. »** the embarrassment hrought
by Shi, a staunch supporter of

- He sa:d the recent outcry _
givﬁ tht:d ils);ue here ?ﬁﬁn '
B 2 a -
Ity tryins to 3
“comfort women” had been -{award Ja
willing to accept their role.
- *It was by By meéans’
‘ble that a ‘woman

" forced into the military camp’

- Hmtoriam Say some 200,000 .
. young women, - mostly Kore- '
P S T
'wa.n, PP .
. and Indoniesia, were forced to
SR R s g
nese’ Yy brothe ng

 World War Il .
AL least 8, 000 mennwe.
"‘women were tormd to \gork

as comiort wqmen.

(NP) rebuffed Shi
““it was In stark contrast with

Hsieh Chi-ta. a lawmaker of
the -rightwing New Party
Insisting

our javestigation.”: -
In a move fo help relieve

the ruling Demacratic Pro-

_gressive Party, the party's
-_ chairman, Hsigh, dls layed.
- his sympathy toward
. wanese ‘comfort women. - -

) Tai-

“They were certainly not
respected when the island
was colomzed by Japan " he
said.’

DPP legisiator Shen Fu-

_ hsumg alsd admitted that Shi
wag not smart in making
-such remarks. He is better to

qultasthepresidenﬁaladvi

o e i e

ALl
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ageingt ity Aslai et
ﬂ -WdignAtfairs
said W

. ‘The decision fo!lowoda.n in-
‘tra-agency

‘ ;:requisite for bullding. a fu-

- SEOUL (Kyodn) South Korea
will step up its cam to

stop Japan from autho
- histoi

Y texthook that juﬂﬁﬂes
{ts. wartime aggression

meeﬁng between
government ministers and se-

nior officials, including Depu- -
" ty Prime Minister for Hunfmna“;“;I :
Foreign Affairs and Trade.
Minister

Resources Han Wan

Lee Joung Binn, ac-
eordingtoastatommtbythe

ministry.
Earlier in the day Foreign
Affairs and Trade Minister

Lee Joung' Binn éxpressed - as

concern gver the issue when
ke miet with Japanese Ambas-
sador to.South Korea Teru-
suke Tecada. .
““Japail’s ‘corvect under-
standmg of its history is a'pre-

iented relationship be-

X (South) Korea and
-Japan,” Lee said.

South Korea and China
have-recently put diplomatic
o J not o au-

orize the textbook com-

e bstary Seadennics whe
ics who say

current history textbooks

used at Japanese schools are

biaaedagaimt.]apananﬁex—

- history toxtbook,

naﬂona.li&- .

200{.83.{. :T 7.
Seou! to step up pmtests of textbook

oessivel seltdenigra
A Chinming Presl-

dent Jiang Zomin told visiting .-

former Ja

Prime Min-
ister ¥

Nakasone that

Japan should pay “special '
Trade - etsi

daratlon to the textbook -
isgue. " -

nangwaéquotedbyuaka-

sone as saying Tokyo should

handle the issue “so as not.to
damage the friendship be-

anese ent not to

prove the textbook for use
Junior high schools. :
tra‘?: military o
apan's cam-
paigns during World War II-
as having had a positive im-
pact in Southeast Asia. :
government offi-

-malsletitbemwnlastweek

they would not intervene po-
litically in the of a

under way by an education

-mimstrypanﬂ Tokyo says it perur

deritausml rules
During Wednesday’s talks
with the Japanese en{;uyl.ee
.8aid the tezthookia—

sue should not stand in the

‘way of fostering friendly rela-

tions hetween South Korea

and.Tnpanbecamecimcio-‘

operahonbetwemSemInnd

_qu

.adopted a ﬁve—pomt
tween the two countries,” in.'_-{:'-ﬂ"n demanding

directly calling upon the Jap- controversial textbook.:

y g"opl'.tellam c!&nmdfru;ing "Em:
a on for Japan's -
inaﬂomdaldocumts :

Japan’s WWI aggression

,_.Tokyo is needed more than

ever in various felds; Includ--

ing the l.{oinl; hosting of the
Cup soccer fipals, -

" In ‘Tesponse .o - Lee: fa- -
marks, Terada said he wili -
convey South Korea’s position

" to the Japanm govérnment.

Later nthe' day,Suu Ko,
rea’s” National:* Ass tg;btg

that ‘Japan’
ot its plan to publiah tl;e

The resolution, adopted at a

" full assembly, session, urged

the Japanese goverhinent to

" ensure that the “whitewash- "

Ing and twisting of historfeal
facts” 1¢ r::%died in the
screening process. © °
The resolution also urged
the South Korean government
to'recousider its plan to fully -

'opmlocalmarketsto.lapa—

nese cultural products and at- -
another

foapanioesaheadwithits

_publicaﬂonofthetextbook.

"“We strongly warn against
Japan's distortion. ofg?ston

.cal ‘facts in the textbook,

whi&willmake.lapanintu'
nationally-isolated, as well as

ties and

“seriously damaging friendly
partmrskipbetween
_{South) Korea'and Japan. - -

-39-

ohr- =

Korwns file suits

against Japan for
Wartlme slavery

. LOS 'ANGELES, (Kyodo}. E‘or--

'mer Korean slave lahor

I E;ﬁledtg:tclgss action .
- lawsuifs."p a ese
s Jesiet Janancn

tion for unpafd abor durmg
~World War.IT. and damages "

for thelr suffe:
*+The sults. were med af iy

ieg 5 Conrct -
LosAngeea uper;bort;ub ;

Co,

W

Cileomi& Iaw -
to:hear:
slave-jabor cases mren if the
plaintiffs ‘are-foreign as long '
as the companies named gon- .

ailqws state: cousts

diletbmlmssinthestate

.While" the : maividuals.'
Anamedlnthesmtaarell‘s :
-reﬁdents they vepresént all .

" Koredn nationals who were
forced to- perform unpaid la-
bar for the two companies. or.
their group firms -between
1929 and 148, according to
Barry A. Fisha- an attorney
for the plxintiﬁs

.‘The lawsuits olalm f;:.)he-
pIamﬁffa were removed from
their homes; shipped to Japs
and forced to work under

gerous conditions without '

compensation and - under

Athreat of abuse and death.

The lawsuits are supported
by songovernmental organi-
.zations, including the Los An-
geles-based Kofean Alliance
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Ministry approval likely -

for revisionist texthook

- The Education Ministry
will probably . ignore strong
protests from South Korea
and China and approve a con-
troversial junior high school
history textbook repocrtedly

sympathetie toward Japan's -

wartime activities in neigh-

boring Asian countries, min-

iatrﬁ sources said Thursday.
T

.The Minisiry of Education,

Culture, Sports, Sclence and
Teachnology .is .expecied. to
recominend the textbook's ap-
proval this month {o an Edu-
cation Ministry panel tasked

.with screening school . texts,
‘the sources said, - . o

The ministry reportedly de-

.cided to approve the textbook
-draft after the authog and
‘publisher revised more than
130 items in accordance with
- requests from the papel. .
" ‘The .panel sent the draft
‘back to the publisher in De-
. cember- with recommended
. ¢changes that “should show

consideration from the view-

_ point- of international under-

and cooperation in

-standing

. dealing with facts In. modern

- and conteggzmligry
'anumnﬁng ) An
countries,” according to t!;e

" .The original draft submit-

“ted in April referred to the

Pacific war {December 1841

~— August 1945) as the Greater

Bast Asia War, or “Dai.Toa

:Senso,” the term officially
used by. Japan during the
.war" . . _,‘ N

- 1t also gave inadequate t-:mr-

did not mention that Koreans
were forced to learn Japanese
and be loyal to the Japanese

- Emperor, .

The original draft justified
Japan's invasion of Southeast
Asia by saying victories over
the Western powers there al-
lowed countries in the region
to-achleve independence in
the posiwar peried. '

The draft, written by a . Iy relations with-its -Asian

group ‘of scholars, was =mub-
miited to the ministry panel

ﬁwédﬁﬂﬁnginﬁpﬂl&m;me

in the 2002 school year, which
begins in April 2002, Drafts of
elght junior high school histo-
ry textbooks, including the
one in question, are currently
being screened. -
The group of scholars was
get up in 1807 and is led hy
Kanjl Nishio, a professor at
the state-run University -of
Electro-Communications,
The group contends that Jap-
anese history texthooks are
biaged and marked by self-
flagellation and demands the
elimination of descriptions of
wartime “comfort women.”

The Education Ministry.

screens new textbook drafts
about once every five years.

_'The panel. reviews the drafts

to ensure they meet curricu-
lum guidelines and that they
contain what the government
judges to be appropriate vo-
cabulary and expressions, .

After the review, the panel
issues suggestions and com-
ments on the basis of which
the publishers make their

_own.adjustments. The panel

determines whether to ap-

prove the drafts on the bhasis .
"of the revised texts. - s

Kim criticizes text -
" SEQUL (Kyodo) South Korean

‘President Kim. Dae .Jung

urged ‘Japan on Thursday to
face up to the facts of its his-
tory and enhance friendly ties
with its Asian neighbors.
Kim’s remarks came dur-

. ing the day’s anmual ceremo-
- 'ny to commemorate the Kore-
erage to Japan's colonization

of the Korean Peninsula. and -

an people’s uprising against
Japanese colonial rule on
March 1, 1919, He was appar-
ently referring to a junior

i textbook

" high school
- that justifies Japan’s wartime

activities in its Asian neigh-
bors, which Tokyo is current-
ly considering authorizing.

“T hope Japan properiy ac-
knowledges its history and de-
voles itself to further develop-
ing future-iooking. and friend-

neighbors,” Kim told the ap.
ceremony in the coun-

Atry's capital.
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Top Taiwan
advisers hit

‘over sex slave

comic satire

“TAIPEL (AFP.Jij1) Taiwan's
opposition Monday demanded
President Chen Shui-bian fire
two of his advisers for their

-pro-Japanese remarks on-a

controversial cartoon book.

- “They must be booted out

as presidential advisers,”
said You Yueh-hsia, a parlia-
mentarian from the leading
opposition Natlonalist Party,
speaking of W, L. Shi and

_Chin Mei-ling.

The strong criticism was
endorsed by a number of leg-

islators; including lawmaker .

Shen Fu-hsiung, from the rul-
ing Democratic Progressive

-Party

The pelitica! storm was
touched off by rightwing Jap-
anese carfoonist Yoshinori
Kobayashi, who. in his comic
beok “Taiwan Discourse,”
satirizes Taiwanese: wotnen
who were forced into sexual
slavery by Japan during
World War i1, suggesting they
were volunteers.. - -

To back his srgument, Ko-
bayashi quotes Shi, also
chairman of Taiwan's Chi Mei
Group, as saying many Tal-
wanese comfort women ac-
cepled the role of their own
free will. - -
- Shi later apologized in an
attempt to pacify his critics."

“The best way of handling
the matter would be ({o have)
Mr. W, L. Shi resign automat-

fcally,” said DPP lawmaker .

Shen. “1 feel the remarks by
Shi ‘and Chin have done a
great harm to the Taiwan in-
dependence movenient,”
Chin, who had been biack-

listed by the former National-
- ist government for over 20

years, had said Kobayashi
was a friend to Taiwan and
that the government should
apoiogize for contemplating a
travel ban on the cartoonist,

“Despite her status as a
presidential adviser, her
mentality was Japanese,”
said Lai Shili-pao, a rightwing
New Party lawmaker,
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" refused to dismiss Holocaust- °

- -related suits until’ Gerpan

. “firms’raised the cagh they -

; ‘-'hndpmmlsed—apmmiseﬂ-
" nally fulfilled Tuesday.

29@! 3. /s

. BERLIN (Rauters) Top Ger-

o man companies said Tuesday
:they had covered a- shortfall

In a fund ereated-to com;

‘sate their Nan«era for la- :
_*. harers, perhaps, averting 8
.. messler legal dispute. - :

It remained: unx:lear, how-

~ ever, how. quicklg the elderly °
- Uit

#ing -victims; ‘many of

. “them .in :eastern . -Birepe,

" would receive any payment.

. " Alleyes arenow on U.S,
~’eshearing" victims" suits

agamst the German firms,
Payments to victims. could

: "'.begmassoonaslegal action

against the firms is dismissed *
-thecom.pahies cmnald&

. Us. District Court Judge
Shirley Woht Kram last week

As;:ukesmanforﬂ:ebmi-

",‘gmupsaidl major com-

es,mostofwhid:helped
I'the initiative some two -
agoasawayfodeﬂect

77

JT

S German firms top up
: .--_.-I:j;res‘t of Nazi labor fur

e

"'the US basad Iawsmts had

agreed to cover an existing
- $608 million shortfall in the $2.4
bilion pledged under a Ger-

_man government-backed deal
. with Washington Jas{ year, .

‘The news_came before an’

‘emergency meeting ‘sched-'

uled between indistry leaders

‘and’ "Chancellor :. Gerhard i

_SchroederonWednesdayat:
" which” Schroeder was set to

derly victims get. their Iong-
“delayed: payouts soon. i -

~+#The fund bas thus, togeth-
et ‘with " existlng pledges,
Yeached its” contribution in

“Judg- - demandthelmlllionorsoel— ‘

-full,” . fung: spokesman wolf. _

gang Gihowsh said. ~

realizeditsmoralresponsiﬁu-'

televigion in

afaﬂlnetaf\ﬂﬂnthepledge’
wuuld hqyghn-tGermany’s:

- Underth}e'inta-uam traa

!ity,” Schroeder told German '

3k
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Seoul minister says history text row

‘SEOUL (Kyoda). Fm-eign AL
tairs and Trade Minister Lee

. Joung Bini sald Maonday that

ghe recent contmm ovteerxta _

. Japanese school Yy

. book: draft authored by a

; gro of natichalist academ-

: d not.be allowed to”
: damage relations between.

South Korea and Japan.
“Future-oriented, coopera-

.- tive and friendly ties based cn
. correct of his-
{orical facts are desirable not

only for the two countries, but

a!so ‘for the international-
" community,” Lee sald in an .
- interview ‘with Kyodo News.’

" “Japan should look-at the

) history . textbook issue not
' _fromanamwmindedper.
: tive, but from a bmd_ :
view ds a country tesponsible
':for playinga.leading role in’

Japm studenta should .
. &.” dy histoey with texts’ -
" piled on thé basis of interna- . . par
-_, reeugnizedhistm'ical‘-.-..
 facts, uauiLee

schools arebiased ainst Ja-

panandtull of

tit:mi.l draft .

The an up-
gﬁmandcw

‘na for its attempttojmtify

Japan's wartime 3 ion
agaiost its Asian-
"When the society a;pplled

" for scréening last spring, the

draft of its textbook was high-
ly -proyoking, m,lnlstry
sources sald.

It called .Iapans ‘annex-
ation of Korea “legal” and

-sald that ‘while Japanese

have killed soie
“"""'chxmm&’

mam

T

 should not be allowed to disrupt ties

Fletum to table urged

PYONGYANG (Kyodo)A Japa-
nese n?ix;fovemmentai re-
egatlon interview-

ing North Koreans who aay

théy .were forced to serve the -

Imperial Japanese Army dur-
ing World War I ¢n Momiay
called for an early. resump-

tion of normalization tafks be-.

tween the two countries.

In & press statement, thau- :

member headed by Ko-
ken iya, a former head
of the Japan Federation of
- Bar Associations, also asked

fora.napologyandcompema'
" tion from the Japanese gov-
. ‘ernment for its 191045 colo-
. uial rule of the Korean Penin-

- forts to' #shed light op the

= iruth” btJapans war of ag-

and insisted that his- °
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he ’rokyo I}istﬁct Court on‘ -

M udar
ti s'ud

' m;nvfomenwhowmfomedf
. mm&mma&m_

. servicemen. and by Squth Kor,

re@h‘ma:gh&fnugm:or Ja-}_*

_ timizer scountry -are not. .

- thoughit t_ be sccepta

' der. international Jaw,” Judgs
. Shoichi: Maru&ama said, al-.
tti’hg the pIam-_ _

thoug; _.

tﬁﬂ £074

S it it 1o
. damages was ended biy-a June |

— had ‘demanded Japan pay
‘them Y20 million edch as
compensation for their plight.

- 'The women claimed Japan -

forcedthmtowctkinwar
time brothels, while the men

claimedtheymﬁxcedimo’

the Japanese military to fight

incmmandelsewmsnume_ _

2@@! B 27 :]'7‘

'otthem aﬁlrsuffer physiu!, |
"disabilities resulting from
that time, “The Korean Peniin-

sula was under colonial rule
by Japan from 1910 to 1045.

The plaintiffs, led by Kim

Dﬂﬁyleaderofthem

cl on of Pacific. War Vie-
tims and Bereaved Families, -

filed the litigation with the To-

-mmmmamm__._ -All

1991 and 1992 -

Kenichi'l‘agaki whohelds,

99

e BRI

ter Monday's ruling that he

was consideritg appealing .

the case to the high court.
Themtwasttwﬂmttobe

tnriam eaﬁmate ?uto.

) mou)wnmen, mostly

the Korean Peninmula, were
forced to work as comfort
mhdwpuﬂduringmg

B R
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