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Hiroshima court overturns
wartime sex slaves® redress

HIROSHIMA (Kyodo) The Hi-
roshima High Court on Thurs-
day overturned the sole ruling
by a Japanese court ordering
the government to compen-

sate South Korean women,

forced to provide sex for Im-
perial Japanese Army sol-
diers during World War I1.

- Presiding Judge Toshiaki -

Kawanami sald issues relat-

ing to compensation for war--

time suffering are a matter
for the Diet and not the judi-
clary. .

Lawyers representing the
women said they will appeal
the case to the Supreme Court,

The ruling overturned a Ya-
maguchi Distriet Court ruling
that ordered the government
on April 27, 1998, to- pay
¥900,000 in damages to three
of the 10 for their wartime suf-
fering.- - - ‘

The plaintiffs appeated the
ruling as the amount of com-
pensation was far helow what
they are . The govern-
ment's side also appealed.

. Judge Kawanami acknowi-
gdged that the plaintiffs had
suffered post traumatic siress
disorder as a result of their
wartime experiences and said
that their dissatisfaction with

‘the curreat Japanese legisia- -

tion is understandable.

He added, hgwever, that un-
der the Constitution, the gov-
ernment s not required to
legislate with regard to apolo-
gizing to wartime sex slaves
or with regard to redress for
wartime: suffering,

. 'The 1998 ruling was the only
one to have ordered compen-
sation in the approximately 10
glmilar suits being heard in
Japan, according to the wom-

_21_

en’s lawyers,

The three former sex slaves
and seven forced laborers had
sought a total of ¥398 million
in damages from the Japa-
nese government.

They were also demanding
& public apology for thelr
physical and mental sufforing
during the war, B '

The suit was originally flled
by four South Koreans in De-
cember 1992 seeking Y286
milllon. The six others later
joined them. One of the 10 has
already died. -

After the ruling was handed
down, Pak Du Ri, 76 and one
of the surviving two former
sex slaves involved in the
suit, teld reporters, “I hate
the Japanese, 1 don't feel like
thinking of anything for now.”

Yang Gum Dok, 71, one of
the former forced laborers,
responded to the ruling by
simply crying out, “Why?”

“We worked hard for the
Emperor,” she said.

The Yamaguchi court had
accused the Japanese govern-
raent of failing in its duty to
take iegislative measures to
provide redress for the wom-
en. In the appeals proceed-
ings at the Hiroshima court,
the state argued that the Ya-

‘maguchi court deviated from
. its jurisdiction by infringing
-on the authority of the Diet,

. Since the 1998 ruling, some

Diet members have explored
the possibility of legislation to
compensate the women. The
government maintaing issues
concerning war-related com-
pensation have been settled
through government treaties
signed after World War I1.
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The Education Minis- -
try on Tuesday “autho-,
rized a junior high school

history textbook that has
been roundly criticized
by - Asian

over Japan’s wartim
history. - K

The authors of the texthook .
revised 137 sections of its :

draft in line with minjsterial
instructions in order to secure
official approval.

The textbook, which will be

published by Tokyo-based Fu-

so Publishing Inc., was com-

. pited by members of the Jap-

anese Saciety for History
Texthook Reform, which is
considered to have sirong na-
tionalistic views. :

current history textbeoks as
being biased and marked by

SRS i cn e e

countries .
charging that it*glosses

gelf-condemnation, .

. The draft provoked a storm
 of outrage in South Korea and
China, where it was gaid that
the text digtorts history and
_attempts to justify J. apan’s
wartime atrocities..

337-page text was approved

cause “necessary- revisions

dance with requests by the
eomcil.” . 0
.- One of the 137 revigions to
© the draft that'appeared in the
final edition unveiled Tuesday
whas a passage concerning the
1837 Nanjing Magsacre, .’

kyo Tribunal recognized the
Imperial Japangse Army

- killed more than 200,000 Chi- .
-~ nege: people in. the battle in -

The society has criticized :-Nanking in 1837.:... +~(But)-

i there are many doubts about

. the incident and the discqs.——

Ministry officials, said the

by the Textbook ‘Authoriza-
: tion Researeh: Council "be- -

have’ been' made- iy accor--

The draft states: “The To-.

‘was- nothing like' the 'Hoto-
cauwst” = .

The revised’ version says:
“The Tokyo Tribunal recog-
nized that the Imperial Japa-

nese - Army ‘killed a large

‘yumber of Chinese when it o¢-

~eupied ‘Nanking in '1937.-

Meanwhile, there are: docu-

ments indicating doubts about -
- 'the actual situation of the in-

"cident. There:are various
.views and the discussions are
~gtill ongoing.” '

The authors alse revised:

the reference to-Japan’s ap-

_nexation of the Korean Penin--
" sula in 1916, :

The draft stated the annex-
ation “was supported by
Western powers as a.policy to
stahilize East Asia” and “was

necessary . v defend Japa_n_’s-

gecurity.” - . .
. These passages were dele-

ted in the final version, with

the textbook merely stating

200l 4.4 T

y text approved

Authors feol pride, oys ritcs all book worst in postwar era
" o R SiOIlS.ﬂ“l.'B ;stﬂl onéofug::'; 1t that. -“J%pan_;;:arx'éed- out .t.he_
B recs lo GVercome re.

sistance within Korea.”

‘Kanji Nishio; head’ of the
group which penned the con-
tentious textbook, told a news
conference that as a whole,
the end product is “a

‘that will be able to contribute

to world peace and prosperi-

» -

Yy - ‘
. “If it is translated into Eng-
lish and read by people world-

wide, it will become clear that
none of the passages are sel-

centered,” the authors said, .
adding that they felt pride

and joy in the book’s approv-
al .

in contrast; some historians
and civil groups denounced it

- ag the “worst textbook in the .
postwar era” and vewed fo -
. work to prevent its wide use .

books, including eight on his-
tory, that the Education, Cul-
ture,” Sports, Sciencé and
Techneology Minisiry ap-
proved- Tuesday to be used
from the academic year start-
ing next April. :

- All textbooks for elementa-

vy, junior high and high
schools- must be screened and

approved every four years.
Fhe Textbook Authorization
Research Council, made up of
ministry-appointed teachers
and scholars, reviews draft
texthooks to ensure they meet
ministry-set curriculum
guidelines that determine con-
tent, ineluding appropriate vo-

. cabulary and expressions.

The mipistry unveiled the

' final textbook drafts earlier

than usual this year, appar-
ently in an effort to calm criti-

cism caused by the conten-
. in schools. . o tious draft.

The history textbook is one '
of 105 junior high school text- -

Education Minister Nobu-
COMTINDED ON PAGE 2
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Foreign Mmmtry to gloss over textbook uproar

By JUNKO TAKAHASHI

ot midber "

The approval Tuesday of a
controversial history texi-
pock will probably prompt a

‘paw wave of cridelsm from

China and South Korea,
whers concerns have already
been volced over the original

'ﬂm  Fovelgn Minlatry, how-
ever, iy h'yurlﬁ to keep the is-
suz low e and coutinue
diplomatic efforts to strength-
en ties with the two countries,
beth of which have recently
been working to improve rela-
tions with Japan.

“We are worried that China
and Seuth Korea will voice
criticiam no matter what the
fina! version of the texthook
gays,” one official sald, noting
that the disputed book was
written by a group of nation-
alistie historians,

Desptte the anticipated crit-
teism, however, the official
said the texibook issue is im-
likely to become a major dip-
lomatic row because nelther
Beljing nor Seoul want to sea
the issue severely damage re-
lations with Japan.

South Korea and Japan .

have been siriving to improve
relations since President Kim
Dee Jung visited in 1968 and
agreed to put behind
amd build "mlurapa::ienled“
relations. -
S{nce then, Seoul kas gradu-
m{ lifted a ban on Japaoesé
al praducts, The two
countriesa’ cchosting of the
2008 World Cup soccer fnals
h #lso likely to Bld this pro-

But Kim acted on stropg do-

mestic calls last month axd -

Indirectly eriticizad the new

g el
standing” of

Japan's fng!la relatiom

elgn Minlster Yohet Kono
ed on the Education Min-
{stry’s screening panel to pay
attention to a clause in tha
guldelines relating
te¢ neighboring countries,
which states that due consld-
eratlon should be glven to the
feelings of Aslan countries
with regards to historical de-
seriptions.
‘The neighboring countries
clavse was added in 1082 after

the word “aggression” was
omitted from a description of
Japan's war with China, an
act that caused a majer diplo-
matia outery from China and
South Korea,
m’l‘be omi.nuglo wumm%lf un-
pressure from the Educa-
tion Minlstry.
“I hope that & good textbook
will be made by taking inte

iries clause,” Koao told a

news corlferenca before the
disputed textbeck was ap-
proved,

in the latest case, however,
a rait of criticlsm was direct.
ed a the original draft beiore
the scresned versions were
made gvailable.

“We could understand if
they criticized after the final
results were ammounced, bhut it
is not faie to exiticize a deaft
that is still under review,” an-

other Forelgn Ministry offl-

cial sald.

The officlal aiso said Ja-
pan must stress that the gov.
ernment does not produce
textbooks, as somre other
Aslan countries do.

“The textbook in question
Is not the only textbook, and
schools or prefectures are
free to decide which one to
use out of (elght) to choose
from,” the official said.

Disputed history textbook approved by ministry

CONTINED PRaSE PARE 1
taka Machimura said Tues-
day the revised version of the
controversial texthook will ra-
solve'tnost of the concerms ox-
%ruud by people in Scuth .
orea and Ching because ma-
jor revisions have been made.
Some chaervers, however,
are doubtful.
*[ dor’t think the criticism
will cease 50 ensily becaiwe,

said Yoshifum! ia'guﬂm&tg
mer

te;tb;*% at the Japan
Federation of Publishing
Workers” Unions and & spedal
st on the textbook b,

" Critics said the mave by the
Japaness Soclety for History

* Textbook Reform typifies a

trend (n newly complied histo-
ry textbooks that, they claim,
caxry fewer descriptions of
Japan's wartime acts than
current texts approved five

“military comfort women™ —
& Japaness euphemism for

» enalavad women from the Ko-

with Chinz have aiso seen’

some Improvements sluce
Prentier

TRoagji visited in

" In an effort to prevent this
progress from stalling, .For- |

tean Penigauia and’ uther
parts of Asia who wers forced
to provide sex for Inmperial
Japunese troops, .

All :;:ten of the curruit;
teote wera approved
1966 cover the [mue, =

The comfort women issue
srfaced in the early "90s
when South Eorean women
who had been forced into zex-
uat slavery came forward to
seek compensation from the
Japanese government.

*It {the trend of pew text-
books) Is considered a back-
lash from the trend of the
{exthooks cwrently in use,”
Tawara sald.

A texthook editor clalmed
his company's decizicn to
omit a referencs to comfort

sions and not oo pressure

from the goverament ot any
party.

“We also coasidered s

I.udu';’marbthuittl

difficult to teach (to junior
scients

) what the com-
fort women wera " he
clalmed.

%

E

. Another festurs o! the

o
)
'

In lina with the ministry’s
guideline, all the newly ap-
proved texts state that the Hi-
nomarand “Kimigaye” have
been legally recognized.

Five of the eight textbook
publishers, however, were or-
dared by the council to revise
their original descriplions
concerning the national sym-
bols. One publisher was in-
structed to delele a passage
that sald: "There are gpinions.
that t.h!a law gues against
freedom of l.bou.ght and con-
science.” '

The drafts, the ministry’s
opinions toward the drafts
and final editions will be dis-
p-la]'u'l at Eyokasho Kenkyu

ia Sengokuy, in Tolcyy's

KnloWard, theough the end of

i&l{ t for weekends
idnys.

SOuthKomecmmmd

bistory contain
distorted facts, the patiow's
Forelgn Affairs and Trade
Minlsiry said Tuesday.
. Tha statement was in re-
to Tokyo's annopce-
ment of Lbei rel:mlla h:‘t its
sereening of elght tory
textbooks to ﬁd

mxtyur'scwﬂcuhnnu}u—
nior high schools

"We,can‘,lbutmdqh

concerns that the develep-
ment of bilateral relations be-
tween (Sauth) Korea and Ja-
wﬂl sufier t damage
receive in-
curuct. hlstnry education
through textbooks that con-
tain some distocted historical
facts,” the ministry said.
Choi Sung Hong, South Ko-
rea’s vice foreign affairs and
trade minister, will head a
meeting of gmremmeul offt-
cials Wednesday to discess
meanres o take afler fur-
ther analyzing the cutcome of
the screening with expearts.

China not satisfled

Chipese Ambassador Lo Ja-
pan Chen Jian expressed
strong dissatixaetion and re-
g:u;‘t Tuesiday that the educa-

While the revisions de-
manded by the screening pan-
e wers not few jn mouber, it
did oot eradicate the book’s
“espence of beatiffeation of
Japan's bistory of past ag-
gression,” Chen sald at a
oews couferesice in Tokyo. -

"He charged that the Jape-
nese governmeni “did nnt
:3: mlam" that it would

with the textbook issue

based on the spirit of & W72 °

declnralion o puce and
peuper gt e o
pad: with its neighbors. /’
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday rejected. a lawsuit
by Koreans who sought diga-
bitity pensions for wounds
sufferoed during World War II,
when they were forced to
serve with the ¥mperial Japa-
nese forces.

The Koreans’ claim was re-
jected by two lower courts on
the grounds that they no lon-
.ger held Japanese citizen-
shlp, even though . they had

been conscripted as Japanese
cltizens from the Korean Pen-
insula during Japan's colonial

. rule,
The plaintifrs, Sok Song Gi, .
79, & resident of Yokchama,

and the family of Chin Sok 11,
who died in 1994 while the suit
was in progress, appealed to
the Supreme Court, demand-

ing that the Health, Labor and -

Welfare Ministry cancel its

decisig;u not to pay them. the:

Threé.slmilar cases on
claims by Koreans who

served: in Japan’s milltary '

the war are currently

during
- before the Supreme Court,
which in 1992 rejected a simi- -
lar lawsuit filed by Taiwanese -
- who served in the Japanese

military during the war,

‘The foca! point. of Thurs-
. day’s suit was whether a 1952:
law that excludes Korean
- residents in Japan from enti- -
tlement to war disability-
pensions runs against the.

Constitution. Japan stripped

Koreans of their Japanese
citizenship shortly after the .

war.
Presiding J ustice Kazuto-

‘mo Hima said it was “undeni-

able that a state of diserimi-
nation between Japanese and
Korean residents -in Japan
had. emerged” as a resuli of
the law, but noted that the law

could still not be called uncen-

stitutional.
The plaintiffs, who served
in the Imperial Japanese Na-

vy as civilian workers, claim-

7 & i s B S s Es A e sk e

200(.4. é- :T 7
TOP COURT ADMITS BIAS UNDER CONSTITUTION

Wounded Koreans lose war pensmn smt

the payme_nt'rejection goes
against Article 14 of the Con-
gtitution, which guarantees
equality under the law.

“ Near the end of the war, Sok
was wounded during a U.S.

‘bombing when he was en-
- gaged in airport consiruction
-, on the Marshall Islands, and - .

Chin was wounded off Borneo.

As a result.of his injuries,
Sok’s right arm was amputat-

- ed. Chin lost his left leg.

“During the war, | was-used

as an Imperial Japanese citi-

zen, When the war ended, Ja-
pan deprived me of my J: apa-
nese nationahty,” said Sok,

who remains partially. para- -

lyzed due to the injury.
The two claimed the disa-
bility pension in 1991, but

_their elaims were rejected by -
the Health Ministry.

They- then went to cﬂurt,

.and the Tokyo District Court -

- dismissed their. suit in- July
1994, saying the law was con- -
stitutional. _

e A e Sl (O el B e

The plaintiffs appealed to

. the Tokyo High Court, which

in: September 1998 rejected
their claim. However, the

high court urged the govern--
- ment to create a new law on
such pensions, saying there

are doubis about the constitu-
tionality of the current law,

adding the “irreproachable .
: plamtl.ffs" were left unass:st

ed.,
Foilowmg the Tokyo mgh

" Court’s proposal, the Diet

passed a law last year to offer
condolence money for foreign
nationals who died or suffered
injury while serving i the
Japanese military.

It provides for a “condo-

" lence” payment of ¥4 miltion

to those seriously injured, or
¥2.6 million o refatives of the
dead. .

: However, critics say the
amount o be paid under the
new law is. too small com-

' pared with those paid for Jap-

anese veterans, who have re-

LA i 35 A i s Pl T e ST e BB A

ceived Y80 million on average
plus a lifeleng pension for a
similar disability under the
1952 law.

“The Public Management,

- Home Affairs, Post and Tele-

communications Ministry be-
gan accepting applications
for the condolence money this
week, and estimates i will re-
ceive 2,000 to 3,000 applica-
tions over the next three
years. .

Sek has reportedly told his
acquaintances that he was

. .dissatisfied with the recent

legisiation, and was pinning
his hopes or the Supreme
Court to eliminate the gap in
the treatment of Japanese
veterans and foreigners who
fought as Japanese.

In Thursday’s decision, Jus-
tice Takehisa Fukazawa at-
tached a supplementary opin-
jon saying the legislation is
stifl insufficient {0 make up
for the discriminatory treai-
ment of Kereans.
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‘NEW YORK, — For the sécond

year in a row, a nonfiction
work examining - Japan's
World War IT history has won
4 Pulltzer Prize,

“Hirohito and the Making of

Modern Japan” by Herbert P..

Bix, which is about Japan's

wartime- emperor, .won the-

general nonfiction award
Monday. -

L.ast year, Massachusetts

Institute of Technology pro-
. fessor John Dower won in the
- same. category for his book:

“Embracing Defeat: Japan in
Wake of World War I1.”
* yoth books ‘argue that Bm-

peror Hirohito, posthumously

known as Emperor Shows,
bore deep responsiblhty for
the war, . -

i 1 WWIT npe;
awarded Palitzer Prize

He 18 currently a professor
at the State Umversity of New

*York.

Bix spent more than 10
years writing his book, which
was heavily sourced from
materizals in Japanase and
Eughs

Bix’s widely acclaimed

work uses diarles and mem-

oirs of those who knew the’
emperor and literature on the
war to support his argument
that the conventional image
of the emperor in relation to
World War I — that he was a
passive leader controlled by
the military and pohtlcal
forces -~ is wrong,

“Hirohito was not thler or

Mussolinl,” Bix said just be- - ]

fore the book was published
last year. “But he was a high-

- Bix, who taught at Tokyo's 1y activist, lnterventionist,
mtotsubasm University from -dynamic emperor, inmstiug
1997 until the end of March, at all times that he had his
specidlizes in modern and say in the makmg of natmnal
contemporary Japanese his- policy.”
tory- and Japan 3 Imperlal, Speaking in Tokyo last Au-
system, - ] mum 0% FABE 7 '

le wins Pulit_zer

m FROM PABE 1
_gust soon after his book was
‘nublished, Bix said “The em-
ror controllfgd Ynartgeem{ers
“who participa plan-
ning, preparation and initia-
tion of aggression, as well as
actual conduet of military op-
erations in China.”

The Japatese version of the
book will be puhblished by Ko-.
dansha Lid, in August of ne.xt
year

Stanford Umvermty profw-
50T Danisglhgkim:t:i da ‘lreading .
Japan ar, apan's
role in the war, thpe;;,ole of the
em and Japan’s recon-
dhmwith its wartime his-
tory are still controversial
subjects, but he thinks the
back-to-back awards. for
books on Japanese history are
coinetd

“It's a fact that £wo good
books have been written on
the subjects and that .they
happened to come out in con-
secutive years,” Okimoto
gald. “All of these lssues are
still timely and relevant.” -81-

" WINTHROP, llan -— Horbort P. Bix slta ln his home Monday

with his Puiltzer Pﬂzn-wtnning book, "H!ruhlto nnd the Maklng
of Ilod-rn Jupan." APPHQTO _ :
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touted by

Tsuchiya, & former president

" of the Japan Federation.of

.2@@;’. . |

VISIT WII‘H ‘COMFORT WOMEN’

Pyongyang welcomes J apan NGO pushmg redress

Al‘. a time when Japan and
Noith Korea remain dead:
locked in their normalization
talks; Pyo
ed a visit by a-ctidc -
by a sénior- diplomat
for its “activities for justice.”

The group, led by:Koken

Bar Asgociations, visited:the

North Korean capital in' -
March to nberview North Ko-

rean. “comfoit vomen;”
were- reportedly forced to
serve- as sex slaves for:the

‘ wartime Imperial Japanese
-~ Army. g
The delegation wag senit by .
the nongovernmental Net-
work for Redress of War Vie- .

tims by Japan, which is
looking . into ways. to seftle
compemation issues related

to Japan's 1910-1245° colohial
rule of thé Korean Peninsula.

The visit-to Pyongyang was.
the first by such a J:;%zm

group in 8% yeard. A similar

organization made a trip.in
1992, when Tokyo and Pyong-
were deadiocked in por-

ya:Lglzaﬁon negotiations that

had staried the year before.
‘Ambassador Jong 'Thae

Hwa, North Korea’s top nego--

tiator in the normalization
talks .with Japan, received
and members of his

. delegation at the People's Cul-

ang has accept- -

‘fural Palacb and talked for-
vently ‘with'. them for 1

" howr's,

“Your acﬁons are activities

for - justice ~ ‘activitles that".

will g0 down in* bistory,"
““Japan, has not settled its

militarisny, There are

ing volces in the United gtates

and Aslan countries demand-

- Jupan alleges that 10 Japa-
nese were forclbly taken to
North Korea in seven inel-

dents between the late 1970s-

and early 1980s,
Ken Arimitsu, the net-

- work’s coordinator, said the

realization of the group’s tri

"o Pyongyang shows No

Korea’s willingness {o deal

‘with Japanese civic Eroups.

I “apan, has not settled its rmhtansm
There are growing voices:in the:
I United States and Asian countnes

demandmg thatJ apan settle.its past’

ing that Japan ‘dettle its past
(deeda) he added.

will remain ac-
tive ’!n “imiprove Japan’s im-

The delegation’s: trip to .

North. Korea came against
the backdrop of another im-

_passe in normalization talks,

which resumed last year, No

_~brenkthrmghappearstohein
The! talks are stalled over

issues including compensa-
tion for Japan’s ¢olenial rule

of the Korean Peninsula and

Japan's defnand to-iearn the
whereabouts of Japanese be-
lleved to have been abducted
by North Korean agents. -

-92-

" A leading member of the

_‘Japanese group that visited .
”. Jong expressed hope that - Pyongyaog
the network.

in-1992 has been

‘cooperating with the Asian
-Women’s Fund,. a Japanese

body working to non-
governmental com ation
to the former sex siaves. -

. However, North Kotea ami
" the network’s delegates are-

critical of the fund, which

they call a “front” to skirt offi--

cial Japaitese compensation
to North Korea.

The delegates Interviewed
former comfort women. -
sald apaness salljtary per

apanese per-
somnel killed her friend and
mistreated her, Tsuchiya said

- In a voice choked with emo-

. Shinichi Arai, &

7T

tion, “We wﬂl do our utmost to
realize (Japan’s) apology and
compensation while ycu are
still alive.™

The delegates also attended
mee! focusing on the shift
in worid- opinien toward the
belief that Japan must sett)
the- issue of compensatio

.They cited recent moves’ in”

U.S. courts and the UN. Hu-
man Rights Commission.

Jong Ryun Hoe, vice chair:

\ man of; the. (North): Korean

Measure Committee on Corn-

- pensation for Comfort Women
"and Victims of the Paeific

War, suggested ways Japan
could ‘apologize, Including
passing a Diet resolution..

- 8 thatxtishis“per
scnal opinlon,” Jong said Ja-

* pan should apologize to move
. toward resolving “abnormal

relations between the two
countries.”

: }Iesaldthelwosidescotﬂd
- discuss the Amoimt of com-

mﬁm after an apolog "._ﬁ

-Analyzing’ Jong's mmarks

professor af
Surugadal University and
deputy chief of the délegation,
said North Kores is likely to

‘be flexible in negotiations af-

ter Japan comes forward with

an apology and a possihle ~

compgmaﬁon

T

Y prara PP
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Seaui seeks changes to ‘dnstorted’ textbeeks

SEOUL (Kyodo) South Korea

" wants Japan to revise ap-

roved junior high school his-
fory texthooks that Seoul says

contain distortions of histori-
"~ cal facts, Desputy Forzi&ﬂn
" . Minigter Yim ungJoon
Tuesda,

: ¥-

Ina news confersnea for
foreign correspondents based
in Seoul ¥im sald his govern-
nient wants the textbooks “to.

ons of past history.”
Soutgﬂ Korean Ambassador

to Japan Choi Sang Yong, who
| Tues-

was recalled to Seoul oni

day for consultations with the

home on -the is-
will receive instructions

tofom:shlseﬁorts unJapan’s

. revlsionolthetutbonks ¥im

“I‘he (South) Korean gov-

ernment: strongly feels that -
distoried

the approvat of such

- textbooks:is an act which dis-

turbe the very basis of the

. ROK ( ic of Korea)-Ja-
- pan relations,” Yim said in a
atatammthereadatthemws-~
conference.

Sm;thKoream'gedJapanto .

‘take measures”
on the texthook “not on-

iy for Japan’s gwn fuiure, but
* alsg for ts leadership role,” in

the lntamatiow mmmmity,
Yim said.

Thadeputyforeignmtnuter_

also said Japan's
‘the textbooks “eompletely

dimgardsthebasicspirtt”cf,

the. 1508 jolnt declaration to

-work together to Improve bi-

lateral relations. o
In Tokyo, meanwhile, Japa-
nese -government. offirzlals
tried to play down the ambas-
sador’s recall, naring they
woul

" 'were confident Cho
L hmntoJapanatterhﬂlybriet-
~ing the South Korean side on

events leading up to the

iovemment’s position |

Foreign Minister Yohei
Kono told a8 news conference
after the morning’s Cabinet

meeting that the government
‘ position on the matter was

"outlined in a statement by
_Chief Cabinet Secretary - Ya~.

swo Fukuda oo April :3, the

" day the controversial text-

book was approved, which

says the screening process -
-wascamedmtinanappro—

priate manner.
“Atth:spoint,waaremt

w:nhngd(hhng)anyW'ty

measures,” Kono said, indi-
cating the government will
not press for turther revisions
to the tatbook.

he -believes Choi’s trip to- .

Seoul is temporary and tha

hekreun'nmgtohishnme.

cmmtrymemiytoexplainthe

“The guvurnmuﬂ;’s polition
regarding history remains

hasedonthestatammtimxed

g5

by (then) Prime Minister To-
miichi Mm'a{;ma marking §0
yeéars since the end of World
War I1,” be added. _
- In the 1995 statement, the
Prime minister expressed

_“deep remorse”. and,. his
_'r“heartfelt apology”. for Ja-.

pan’s colonial rule and war-

. time aggression, particularly
-pmvaiotthetmtanatne.r:p' 1o Adla.
be rewritten, avoiding wrong - .,

' Education Ministe,r Nobu-
taka Machjmura told a sepa-

. rate news conference ‘the
_ same day that Seoul would
- understand Japan’s approval

of the hook once the ambassa-

. dor ains the government

and E on Minisiry’s ac-

-tions prior to the approval, as

well as the revisions that have
been made from the draft. -

Emperor at World Cup?

SEOUL (AP) The Emperor’s
- presence here at the opening
- ceremony of the 2002 Werld :
Cup d help ease animosi-
between the historical ri-:

vals who will jointly host soc-

cer’s premier event, the Kore-" -
an World Cup .committee - -~
- cochairman, . Chtmg Moon_

Jong, said'Monday.’

South Korean government an-
nmmeeditwaarecalljngxts

amhaasadorta!apanto%: )
- test a recently approved ;
tory textbook that it belleves
ohsau'esJapanesewnrﬁme

atmutiel in Aaia.

mmmarhcameasthe’
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The Supreme Court on Fm-
day upheld two rulings that

‘overturned -demands by two

South Koreans for Japan to
* comapensate them for injuries,
‘they sustained while serving .
.in the Imperial Japanese Ar-

my during the war. .
Thechcision follows a simi-

lar ruling by the nation’s top
“court in a separate case on
April 5.
© O CAb issue In- all three cases .
: wasﬂxecomﬁtuﬁonaﬁtyofa
- 1952 law that excludes Korean

residents in Japan from enti-
tlemeut to war chsahtlity pen-

- gloms. -
JwticeToshxﬁmM(tohnra,
- who presided over the court's

No. 3 Petty Bench, said Friday.

’ ttisuuneomtihﬁmalﬁ:at

2m;4-i4~ 377'

the current disability- pension”-

seherne does not cover South

Korean permanent residents in
Japan who servedinthe army
in the war.

The rulings were. handed

down to the relatives of Chong .. -
Sang Gun, a Higashi-Osaka
. fesident who. died in 1996 at
age?éuhiscaempend a
lng, and Kang Bu Jung, ao,-

from Shiga Prefecture. = .
".Chong ciaimedhelosthis
nghtarminalmus ‘air
raid on the Marshall Isiands,

and filed the suit in 1991 with
_the Osaka District Court. .
Kang lost four fingers- of his -
:right hand in the Solomon Is-
iands, and sued the Jaj -
government ‘in 1993 in the.

Otsu D:strict Cour‘t

JUMRE

-102-

The two d!strict courts.

overturned the lawstits in

1995 and 1997. After both
plaintiffs appealed, the Osaka .
High Court separately dis-_‘_‘

missed them in 1993,

Chongdiedofnvarcancer'
_before the high court ruling -

was handed down, His wife
and son, who currently live in
South Korea, took over the

The Diet passed a law Last. .
* year to offer coadolence mon- " Constitution ‘does not ide
for compensation of foreign

r&iidents inJapanwho .were

taryupon i
.ﬁmoftheTokyOmsﬁCmn't

in September 1998.
"Kang told a news copfer-

- 'euce aﬁerthe Supreme Court’

| Koreans lose b1d for war pensmn
NOt paymg fore1gne1's is constltutlonal top court rules ¢

rullng that he cauld not stand :

the fact that he had become a
war victim by suffering an In-
jury on the battleﬁelds that
led to disability. .-

I cannot stop shaking aﬁer
hearing the ruling,” he said.

‘Axt attorney representing
the family of Chong ex-
preaged anger at the top
court’s interprel:ation of the

" Constitution.

"I'heru[ingstatadthatthe

former servicemen,’ and uses

the pacifist t Constitution as &
_reason to not compensate. L.
'-,_.fee!angerthatﬂﬁ.'sissome-'
fthingthatthejudiclarydm, -

he said. -
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2evision re

JEQUL (Kyodo) Sauth
wea o Tuesday for-
ally demanded that Ja-
4 make 35 revisions to
iht Jurdor high history
ttbooks that critios say
W3 over Japen's war-
ne afrocities and its eo-
dal rule of the Korean
ninsuta, - :

fah Seung Soo, South Ko
‘giorelgn aftulrs and trade
ster, ‘summonsd - Japa-
‘e Ambassador Tarusuke.
':‘da' and o over tllle:
en requests, m

1book {saue an offlefaf dip-
wilo problem between the
' countries. .

Oigtortiona'Is mme of the -

books reopen ofd woindy
be, minds of (Sotth) Kore-
fhéopie and harm the
1th) Korsa-Japan friend-
1 thit Is set to grow stron.
In the future,” Han ssid,
¢ move came after a
v of the ight
Books -conducted by a
|1 rf.vdammqut task foroe
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SEOUL — Hwang Kum Joo,

an 84-year-old who-says Japanese troops:forced her to be.a sex slave during World War 1i,

.cries out during a rally outside ihe Japanese Embassy.on Wadnesday. Protesters demanded the revision ot a Japanese

history textbook that many say

whitewashes Japanese wrongdoing during the war. -apprioTo .
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Dilet seeks to curb
domestic violence

New lz«%yv passed to safeguard victims

The Diet passed into law
Friday a bill to combat do-
mestie viclence that will al-

low courts to impose restrain-

ing orders to keep perpetra-

tors away from thelr victims. .

The- bill, proposed by a su-
prapartisan group of Jawmak-
ers in the House of Councilors
and submitted {o the House of
Representatives on -Monday,
cleaved the ‘Diet after five

days of unusually swift delib- .

erations, The law will be put
into foree in October.

The legislation comes amid
gruwin% public awareness of
the problem of domestic vie-

‘lence, which in the past was

often not addressed becausa it
was deemed a family affair
between husband and wife, .

The new law empowers dis-
trict courts to impose six-
month restraining orders and
to force perpetrators to va-
cate their homes for two

. weeks when there is a risk of

serious suffering by their
partners. .

The Law on Prevention of
Spouse Violence and Protec-
tion of Victims covers all cou-
ples living together, regard-
less of marital status. It also
covers divorced individuals
still in danger of violence
from their former spouses:

The new law requires sisite
and local authorities to try to
prevent violence and protect

victims from abusive part-

ners. It urges prefectural gov-
ernments o encourage wom-
en's centers to provide ad-

vice, support, eounseling,

emergency protection and
refuge to victims of domestic
violence.

Victims are required to sub-
mit a notarized affidavit, or
reports compiled by women's
centers or the police, on their
injuries in filing complaints
with the district court. But in
emergencies, the court is al-
lowed to issue an order to vio-
lent spouses without a hear-
ing, accarding to the law.

Failure to comply with an
order means a maximum of
one year inprison or up to ¥1
million in fines. People mak-

ing false reports of domestic"

violence will he fined
¥100,000. The law also stipu-
lates that local governments
offer financial assistance to

.spouse tha

some 40 instifutions nation-
wide that provide abuse vie-
tims with sheiter,

The government is expect-
ed to mark some ¥1 billion for
such measures in fiscal 2002,

The law is expected to be
reviewed affer three years,

.. People who have worked on

the problem of domestie vig-

lence welcome the legislation,

but they warn that further ef-

forts are needed to ensure the

law serves as powerful todl to
stop such violence.

Yukari Hideshima, a Sap-
poro-based lawyer, told Kyo-
de News that she hopes the
prison term provision will
serve as a delerrent. . |

However, the provision re-

‘quiring a victim. to submit a

notarized affidavit or reports
compiled by authorities he-
fore filing a complaint could

actually deter many from .

taking action, Hideshima

.sald, adding that she prefers
4 system' in place in the U.S.

that allows victims to .go di-
rectly to the court,

Keiko Fukuhara, represen-
tative of a Yokohama-based
civic group that provides

‘shelter for women subject to

violence by their partners, al-
50 ralsed questions ahout the
requirement. :

Police in many parts of the
country still tend to avoid in-

tervening in “matters be-.

tween a married couple,” she
pointed out. “The question is
how far .the new legislation

will change such attitudes of -

police.” .
A 54-year-old counselor for

" women in Tokyo, whe refused

to be named, said she worries

_the law may be narrowly de- -

fining domestic violence

-merely to physical violence,
even though victims are also -
exposed to psychological and

various other attacks,

The taw defines domestic
violence as a:ga‘ulta by s
t could pose danger
to the victim’s life or body.

" “It dees not make sense for

‘the law to target only beating

and kicking. Women suffering
from domestic violence are
almost certainly raped by
their spouses, but in reality, a
husband will never be pun-
Ished for raping his wife,” the
counzelor said.
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AIDS prevention must go with treatment

By JOSEPH DOLMAN
MNEWSIDAY '

I was having lunch slone beneath the
winter-syn at a crowded snack bar last
July in Durban, South Africa. The seat
next tc me was open, and an affable
woman with a tray tull of foed politely
asked if she could sit down.

Big mistake on her part. .

She was Dr. Bamt Khan, head of the
ATDS coordinating agency in Botswana,
the country with the worst RIV infection
rate in the world.

Qur location was the 13th International
- Conference on AIDS — and if Khan want-
ed a quiet repast in the middle of a fran-
tic day, she didn't get one.

How might Botswana ever cope sue-
hecgssfully with its AIDS disaster? I asked

r.

Every Journalist in Durban knew the
story. In 1988, according to UNAIDS,
roughly 25 percent of Botswana's popula-
tion between 15 and 49 years old had con-
tracted the AIDS virus. By 2009, that pro-
portion bad metastasized into an aston.
ishing 36 pervent. Life expectancy was in
- free fall and Bolswana was zooming

backward on the kuman development fn-
dex — a toel that iete economists chart
such matters as wealth and literacy.

As Khan snswered, my heart began to

sink.

She cited all the usual stuff. Bolswana
was doiug HIV counseling and condom
distribution and broader education pro-
grams, she zaid. It was making a strong
pitch for the female condom (not what
you would call a popular apparatus in
most of the world). It was trying to
counter the stigma attached to HIV and

-1t was waging war against secondary in-
fections such as tuberculosis,

Botswana's a goner, I thought. ~

I know. This is an apostasy and it
might turn out to be an exaggecation. As
we bhave slways heard, prevention pro-
grams have ‘heiped bring HIV infection
rates down in nations such as Uganda
and Senegal and Thailand. They have al-
30 worked among certain populations in
the United States and Europe, Common

sense says safe sex and a sound HIV edy.’

cation are the flrst lines of defense
against a disease that could ¢laim dp to

8 million iives by 2011. And let the re- -

cord show: Thanks {¢ its diamend mines,
Botswana is better off financially than
most African nations, which means some
folks have access to drug therapy.

Still, to my pessimisiie turn of mind,
the good doctor's rosy recitation of pub-
Hic-health programs that day rang hollow
with desperation. She talked prevention
because she had little else to discuss.

But guess what? That was nine months
ago, and today, I'm pleased to tell you,
it’s' a different universe. The World
Health Organization is now mesting with

international pharmaceutical companies ©

to find ways to offer cheap, life-prolong-
ing drugs to nations that need them.

Sen. Bill Frist, a Tennessee Republi-
can, is making a tavdable push to double
Washington's ante for global AIDS pro-
grams. He's shooting for $1 bilifon over
the next two years. Meanwhile, Harvard
economist Jeffrey Sachs and Dr. Bruce
Walker have cooked up & plan for a $3.3
biltion global trust fnd, backed by the
world's rich nations, that would initially
offer HIV treaiment to some 3 millien
Afrfeans a year.

Suddenly, we're out of Fantasyland
and into something real, Well, almost.
Treatment only prolongs lives; {t doesn’t
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save them. And, yes, treatment in many
African countries wili require a stronger.
medical infrastructure - somsthing
UNAIDS and WHO and local govern-
ments may need to build from the ground
up. But the plans — {f they happen - will
make human lives more productive.
They will make human ering sub-

side.- And, for the first time, they will -

glve high-risk Africans a reason to get
teated and to care for their health,

Yet one other weird problem remains,

Miecresoft potentate Bill Gates and sev-
eral other foundation heads held a con-
ference call with journalists last Friday
to whine about the focus on treatment.
They are wotried that all the huzzahs
over the emerging availability of cheap
drugs will squeeze out their prevention
mesgages.

“We [eel that is Rm \minformed on
the part of the (Bi Meiinda) Gates
Foundation,” aatd Paul Davis of ACT-UP
Philadelphia. “You reach a platean with
poeters and radio advertisements.”

I'li see Paul Davis and raise him one.
The news conference was just plain stu-
pid — Httle more than an old-fashioned
turt fight. I'm told that more than a few
Toundation: staffers agree. .

The fact {s: AIDS prevention is essen-
tal, and so is treatment. Without help, 28

.million Africans, most of them biack,

stand te die untreated.

Gates can howl all he wants, but pre-
vention does nothing for the millions of
Africans who didiv't get the meswage. It
does nothing te relieve current suffering.
Gates isn't the only show In town.

I'd like to have lunch with Khan agsin
some time, I'l] bet she’d have a whole ot
more to say.
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Suspected child slaves
may be dumped ashore

COTONOU, Benin Reutars) Ald
workers expressed concern

Sunday after two weeks at

g

They feared that govern-
ment pledges to gy those
ullty of frafileking in chil-
ot may backfire and put
the 150 minots thought to be
on board at even more risk as
tive ship’s crew sought to es-
eape reteibuatlo
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ria, whete UNICEP mﬂs;
were oo siandby.

Ald agencios and
lpl:-tdd cinls in msmia
poct oificials said the ship set
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CAIRC (AP) More than 4 mil-
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Zossau sald Saturday. “We
are walting for the hoat, but
we do not know who is on
board. They could be from NI-
§oris, Togo or Ghana ~ net
only frem Benin, We condemn

this pructice, and we must’

take moasuras to punish and
g{sccurnga those responsl-
8"

Port officials sald the Bl
reus had besn chartered by »
Henin businessman and set
aall for Gabon,

But after turned back
from Gabon Camercon’s
maln port of Douala, the ship
st out for Cotonou Jate Thurs-

CUTONOU, Beain (AFE-JIL
‘gﬂa nation is a West Afioan

day, end port offtolals said 1t
might take untll late Sunday
{0 complote its ronnd trip of
more than 2,000 km.

Benin Saclal and Women's
Affairn Minister Ramatou Ba.
bu-Mousaa sald Friday that
ehis bellaved there were 180
children aboard. Earller f1g-
ures put the number at 380,

Desplie Interaational af-
forts to curb such trade, child
slavery persists in Western

" and Central Afriea, from

whaers %&u ala;;e trod.
ery ois of peopla
wm:mmmomn
to 1th cantoies,

. Benin is clearinghouse for dave trade

In the reglon has been “expo-

according o Mare
Bexiat of the Committes

I Against  Modern Slavery, .
"Ew ¢ of childrem

trcoepted af Doy
Beaded for fvory Coast (Cots
dTvolre), Gaben or Nigeria
rose from 117 tn 1895 to 3,088
In 199
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CO’H)NOU Benig (Rautan) An
West African coast for a ship
believed to -be hun-
dreds of child slaves turned
chase whien it docked and was
ic mi

and sordid trade in

aid workers said Tuesday.

docked in Cotonou, Benin's
biggest -city and main. port,

180 children sold by

vanis.

international hunt off the
out to have been a wild goose:

grants.

“But the mcldent did ttraw.

worldattenﬁontoag:;f
dren, '

‘When the MV Etireno

poor families to be plantation -

-bly carrymg therian c.hil-
workers and domestic ser- _ dren. '

. from where’ ‘slavé traders.
"shipped millions of peuple ta .,
the Americas from the lsth to
-the 19th centuries.” .~

ers on board, Includ-

'.‘Wegrestﬂiconﬁngd.wwce“
don’t know where the coufu- -
sion arose. There were not as
many children on board aswe i
had thought,” said Nicolas’

2@@/413’ »TT

UNICEF CONFUSED

‘Child slave shlp hunt. only a m;xup

Pron of the U.N. Children’s
Agency; UNICEF, in Cotonou.

"ohildren on board all of ‘
.whom appeared to be accom- '

"We-.are. pleased that the .-pnnied

Cworld s turnlng its attention
“tothis issve .. . If:there were
. hot child, staves on that boat- -
" there are other boats traﬂick— "Benin
fomdtocontamanlyecomm- " ing

children.” -

“Ihe agency estimates that

at. least 200,000 children are
-,trafﬁcked in the region each _

ye;l;nn ituisted that the En~ '

reno was the beat that had

- been sought in the belief it

. .carried slaves, The Bepin
awthorities discovered only a--

couple of dozen children with .
theic mothers instead of the

government had earlier sug-

‘gested A mixup with another
-N:gerian ‘boat possibly off -

E torialtﬁmaandpossi

“Benin’s soclal protection

- minister, "Ramatou . Baba

Moma,saidtherewerelm

.coup[:ggi a couple of dozen

-140-

" children and the

"Ihem was a situataon anﬁ
we had to take action. The af-
fair is over, I don't deny that
is part of the traffic in
ent

governm
will do all it can to beat lt,”.

she said. -

“No move was made to ar-

rest or question any of the
ship’s crew. There. was ho
sign of the Benin business-

man Sta.mslas Abadtan or'at -

least two other people against

. whom international arrest
. warrants were issued in con- .
_nection with the trade. - ,

“Child slavery persists in:

West and Central Africa;

-._-x.

B P puuH P P P S,

knowu a8 the "Slave Coast »
Most of the boat’s occupants
dld not fook to he Ia poor

health after a 2,000-km jour-
" ney. The ship left Cotonot on

-, March 39 for Libreville in Ga- . .
‘hon, but was turned back by

authorifies there.

.. Many passengers recmmted :
how the ship was turned :
away, not because it had child
slaves aboard but because it
‘'was carrymg 111ega1 immi-

grants :
« “When we got to Libreville

some people tried to go

ashore in small boals, but.
-when they reached the beach .
“:they were attacked by rob- "
‘bers. When the robbers found
-they (the passengers) had no -
-money, they called thepolice :
“Because  they had no pa--
- pers, the police put them all
: " ’'back on board the boat ‘and
-The region near modern— -
) 'dayBaninandTogowasame.'
._-nceuterotthath'adeandwas

said it had to leave,” ‘said Ma-

madou Fali, a Senegalese.
| passemger. - . T
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s (AP T res ' Deapltaaﬂortntostampnut isters, saldiers, policé, jour- tion, officials with the Bexin
COPONOT, (AP)'I‘hetz *child-tratficking, 1 remaine a. . nalists and UN, employees. . Red Cross said. .
Cof : serlous; problem inWest and .. Cootrary fo eariler reports But it was not immediately
mpectadehlldnlavelrahed «Central Africs, wheredmcthattbgﬂigedan—registered -ciearhowmanyoftbeahik
oy ons than anewers . * ately poor parents are some’ : ship ‘'was .a rusting and de- dren were
' “offt< ﬁmesmﬂllingtugivem:thei:;a'eplthu& the Efirenoc ap- -howtheycametobeanme
' - ~ehildren for ag’'little:g%:16,000 ° peared to be in good condition e
'CFA francs’ (§14). to-smug- - .with a fairly fresh coat of . Social Protection Minister
glingrlngaotteﬂngtoeducate kpain!: -that . atlli 1ghowed the -Ramaton Baba Moussa pro-
;themandﬂm:lmemjabs -gigns.of another name, Nord- - duced a copy of the handwrit-
‘Boys arethenty]ﬂcallyre- -"hy, Jnderneath, The ship’s  ten manifest, which listed 133
sold Lo eoffee -and eocon plan: -captain sgzid the name was names, including seven chit-
tations for ag moch as 260,000 -changed in 1999 but-said he - dren. ‘ .
children’s homes in ' ’ CFA francs (3340 in.coun- 'did not have documents to ~ Bat the Etireno’s chief
mercial oapital ‘Cotanouw, - :that‘thachildmfﬂcm they tries like -Gabon.and Ivory pruve:i ' ship’s mate, Morris . Emo-
:where .they were | - fed-  had ‘heen seoking ‘might #ill}- ~Coast. ‘Girls -aften end up:as - -UNICEF -officials ‘gaid 31 - nena, said there were 28 chil-
-and allowed to reat before be-; - fuyn up elsewhere... ' .. domesnc workem or proat.i— 5 children were iaken from the dren oo board — alt of them
- 'ing interviewed by police. Ald"." | . “We. havoaakedowdﬁm futes, . - ship and placed in homes, But  with thelr familics. )
workers said it was.too early’ inunlaboandahawbmln Afterdnygolueardﬂngﬂw the Men of ihe Earth charity, ~ The aoxions wait for the
‘to ‘gay -whether.the chlldren:” the region to remain yigilant, lﬂ-ﬂletw%ns ferry, .marked - which runs one of the homes, * MV Etireno started Thursday -
wemdeaﬂudforalav ! iand not.to demchbiljze,” pald . with the name MV Etireno, ‘- put the.number af 43, * -. smid reports from Beoin and
“The U.N. children's tund Zachary Adams, UNICEF-of-  -pulled -into. Cotoriou ;. Jport- . . Five other children:were” :II.N. officials that a boat
(UN’(OEI“)ordnredits offices. .. fleiad in Cotonou, Benin's busl- : shortly afier:l a,m, of. itz own’ ‘taken to a local - -hospital, -crowded with child slaves
.along Africa’s.weatern coast-, - ness eapital., Malabo is cnpi~ ~accord, hefore.a:hastily sum.-, where they were heing treat- :was reaming somewhere in
line on alert for the possibiliy: tal -of Equatorial Guinea, - nmuedcrowd of Cabinet mln ﬁd for. tatigue and malnutri  Ahe Guif of Guinea. .~
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Video testimony in court
approved for sex cases

A draft government ordi:

nance was adopted at a meet-

ing of top bureaucrats Thurs-
day to'allow video menitoring
in"courts from June 1 to pro-
tect sex crime victims and
others giving testimony, gov-
ernment offleials said. _
Thé ordinance will be
adopted by the Cabinet to-
day, completing the enforce-
ment of all nine items in
three laws relating to the
protection of crime victims,
including amendments to the

.Criminal Procedure Law, all

enacted last May, the offi-
cials said. -

The other two laws . are the
Crime Victims Protection

Law that took effect in No- -

vember and the revised Law
for the Inguest of Prosecution
that was put into practice in
June, . . '
The video monitoring sys-
tem enables victims of rape,
child pornography and other
sex crimes to give their testi-
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mony in a private room rath-
er than in open court. Rape
vietims often refer to the
court appearance as “a sec-
ongd rape.”

The victims' room and the
courtroom will be connected
by & cable so that prosecu
tors, lawyers and judges can .
see the victims on TV moni-
tors, ' :

Equipment such as video -
cameras, TV monitors and:
nticrophones have been in-

-stalled in €5 courts — 50 dis-

trict courts and their 15

branches — across the coun-

try, the Supreme Court said.
Revisions of the three laws |

.already in effect include the

abolition of & six-month time
limit for victims to file com-
plaints with legal authorities,
permission for vietims tfo
have access to trial records
that are necessary to lodge a

" lawsuit and grasnting the vic-

tim of a crime the opportunity

to state an opinion in court,



Prostitution
rings target
Albanians

LONDON (aP) Thousands of
young Albanian women and
girls ‘have been abducted or
tricked into lives df prostitu-
tion in Western Europe, and
many .others live in constant
fear of being kidnapped, sald
a report issued Friday. .

As many as 30,000 Albaman
women and girls work as
prostitutes abroad, half of
them in Italy, and about 60
percent were taken against
their will, said the report by
Save the Chudren, 8 London-
based charity. -

Many —. hoping to escape
the poverty and unemploy-
ment that blights rural Alba-
nia — were promised mar-
. riage or & decent job in a new
country, only to:be turned
over upen arrival to pimps
and forced to work as unpaid
sex slaves, the report said.
Traffickers often steal pass-
ports from women upon arriv-
al to ensure iheir snlence, it
added. .

In horthern Albania, many
villages have been deserted
by men who emigrated to
Greece or Italy, reducing lo-
cal marriage possibilities and
riaking it easier for outsiders
to cheat or trick the young
womeill with prmmses of a
bettet life elsewhere, :

- A speedboat owner. to]d re-
searchers that every night as
many as 40 Albanian women
and girls are taken by. large
boats to Western Europe. -

.Such i$ the fear that young
girls could be kidnapped and
smuggled to Italy that fami-
lies, especially in the country-
side, -are reluctant to send
their daughiers to schools uut-
slde their village.” - -

- 'Most parents mterviewed
by :Save the Children re-
searchers said they would
send their daughters to schoo)
if their security could be

A 16-year-old girl from a
village. In the town of Burrel
committed sulcide early this
month after her perents —
afraid she would be kid-

napped — refused to let her
study in Tirana, the eapital.
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ool 5.0%. J.7T.
Sex slavers preying

on Russian women
“ Group lobbies Kremlin for new laws

Lo Aigeies Thnae

MOSCOW — “Work abroad,
High pay. No experience
nogded.”

Such ads appear dally on
the Interne{ and in newspa.
pers acroas Russia and other
natlong of the former Soviet
Union, In many cages, ac-
cording to a coalltion of wom-
en's and human rights
here, they are the hook ihat
lures girls and women into
sexual slavery.

After belng coaxed abroad
with promises of cheap visas
and employment as pannies,

cooks or hotel workers, vic-.

timg typlcally are stri of
thelr passports, isolated,
threatened, drugged, beaten
and I some cases raped until
they succtab to demands to
become proetitutes.

On Wedneaday; an alliance
of about 40 Russlan nongov-
arnmental  organizations
called the Angel Coalition an-

to grosﬂtutlon around the

The acale of the problem ia
huge, to the coali-
tion. Citing U.S. and Europe-
an government statistics, it
sald more than 500,000 girls
and women from Russia and

But organizers acknowl-
eu;ie that they face an uphill
fight to defeat trafflcking net-
works that have become as
entrenched and profitable ay
the trade in illegal nareotics,
And like drug runners, they
say, traffickers In human be-
Ings have been alded by cor-
rupt and lax.officlals and soc-
aty’s williugness to look the

er Way.

“World involvement in the
sex industry I8 even bigger
then the drug industry — with

rofits of ¥7 billion to $12 hii-

on a year,” said coalition di-
rector Valentina Gorchakova.
“It is obvicus thai we need
new legislation and new inter-
national iaws to return ail
these women who have been
betrayed and tricked.”

Ax its first step, Angel Co-
gﬁ% plm:‘dto infm ads on

evision newepa;
and to widaly distribute h:;’f?::
mation materials, badges and
brochures warning of the dan-
ger, sald Ywrl Puchkov, di-
rector of the Moscow office of
MiraMed Institute, an Ameri-
can group involved in the
antitraifi campaign,

At a news conference, Gor- -
chakova was joined by repre-
sentatives of the Moscow
mayor's office, the Interna-
tional Organization for Migrs-
tion and the American Bar
Association. Ludmila Zavad-

Law Program of the ABA's
Central and East’ European
Law Initiative, said her orga-
pization is willing to. help
draft amendments to the
criminat code. -

Tatyana Shormkova, coor-
dinator of the Center for the
Support to Survivors of Sexu-
al Violence, said fear pre-
vents effective iaw snforce-
ment against the criminals
who rectuit victims, who in
SOMe CASSS are s young a8

12

Shornikova daid the traf-
ficking could not take place
without the connivance of
somme cormupt Russian offi-

“Oihai"::‘sa,!how can you
explain & tew years ago,
Tdyear-old girls eould eastlg
get passports to go aiirvad,
even though the legal age for
that was then 167”7 she said,
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