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WAR WOUNDS FESTER

Koreans still Hvid over fate of foreed CONSCripts

By KENJIHALL
The Asscoatad Prass

Lee Young-chan was 7 years
old when his father left home
and headed off o war in a
tarp-covered truck. It was the
end of 1943,

Lee was too young to grasp
that his father’s fate was inex-
orably tied to World War II
and Japan's 35-year colonial
rule of Korea. All he knew
was that his father, then 29
and the owner of a bus compa-
ny, was being drafted inio the
imperial Japanese Army.

“1 remember my grand-
mother and mother crying
; 1 calling out my father’s
" ne as they watched him
leave,” he- said. Lee never

- saw his father again.
“Although more than 50
yvears have passed since Ja-
pan’s surrender, Lee is still
seeking ' closure for these
traumatic events — in Ja-
pan’s courts.

Several years ago, Lee
learned that a memeorial tab-
let bearing his father’s name
is among those interred at
Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo.
The souls of 2.3 million sol-
diers who died for the Japa-
hese cause in wars since the
mid-18th century — including

. SEMELES . N S : .
KIM TAE SEOM cries as she and othsr relatives of Korsans conscriptsd by the imperial

convicted war criminals —
are enshrined at Yasukuni,
For many Aslans, the shrine
is a symbol of Japan’s milita-
rist past, and a visit thers by
Priine Minister Junichiro Ko-
izumi In August generated
widespread anger throughout
the region. .
“My father dido’t Fght in
the war veluatarily,” Lee said
trom his home in the Pennsyl-
vania town of Washington, “It

may be natural for Japanese -

to be deified at Yasukuni. But
I don’t want that and £'m sure
my father wouidn’t, either.”

Buring the war, Japan con-
scripted millions of people
from other parts of Asia umn-
der Japapese rule to engage
in forced labor and military
activities. )

Japan’s official position is
that the past is the past, repa-
rations have been made and
apologies oifered.

The postwar treatment of
former colonial subjects has,
however, left festering
wounds.

. Historians estimate that
more than 350,000 Korean sol-
diers and office workers
served in the war as Japanese

nationals, a status they held

while Korea was a .Japanese

.

uolony between 1910 and 1945,

By the end of the wae,
around 150,000 Kereans had
een killed or were missing in
action,

These who survived became
ineligible for pension pay-
ments when Korea regained
iis Independence after Ja-
pan's surrender. Some vie-
tims and veterans received
small, one-time paymeats
fromn private foundations set
up by Japan, but many have
never been compensated.
-Japanese war veterans,
meanwhile, recsived pen-
sions. And the families of vot-
erans who lost their lives in

“the war received even bigger

sums.
~ Lee said the only wages his
father earned for his milit
activities totaled less than
$13. The Japanese govern-
ment has not notified his fam-
ily of the money or sent it on,
he added.

“The Japanese government
says that be was a Japanese
national who died fighting for
the country,” Lee said. “By
that reasoming, shouldnt he
be given the same treatment
as Japanese vets?” '

In June, Lee joined more
than 250 South Koreans, in-
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Japanesa Army during the war stags a protest at Yasukuni Shrine In Tokyo in August, aerrato
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cluding furmer Imperial ar-
my sotdiers, to filo a [awsil
demanding that Japan apoio-
gize aad pay compensation
and unpald wages totaling
$20.8 million.

The suil also calls for the
memorial tablets of their rel-
atives to be removed [rom
Yasukuni Shrine.

It is one of dozens of war-re-
lated cases still being waged
in courts across Japan.

The omens are not eacour-
aging.

Earller this year, Japan’s
highest court rejected re-
quests by two South Koreans
for disability pensions to cov-
er injuries they suffered while
fighting for the Imperial Jap-
anese Army. The court ruled
them ineligible because they
are not Japanese. -

Koreans and Taiwanese
who fought in the war or
served as sex slaves for the
Imperial Japanese Army also
have had their suiis dismiss-
ed or rejected. :

The issue of removing the
relevant memorial tablets
from Yasukuni is, however, a
new matter to come beiore
the courts,

The govermment has no fig-
ures for exactly how many
tablets interred at *Yasukuni
are for non-Japanese. And
shrine officials refuse to re-
lease these figures.

Adcording to Tetsuya Taka-
shi, a professor at Tokyo Uni-
versity, a Parliament Library
survey indicates more than
20,600 Koreans and 27,800 Tai-
wanese are enshrined at
Yasukuni under the Japarese
names ferced upon thent.

A Yasukuni spokesman said
the government, uot the
shrine, is on frial. The Justice
Ministry, meanwhile, declined
to comument on the lawsuit.

Lee Hee-ja, the daughter of
a Korean whe was drafted in-
to the Imperial Japanese Ar-
my in 1944, presented a list of
grievances to Yasukuni
Shrine officials just aiter Ko-
izZumi's visit.

She had to enter and leave
through a side gate to avoid a
clash with Japanese ultrana-
tionalists who were shouting
insults,
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A lonely

for recognition

LEGACIES QF THE COMFORT

JEEF KINGSTON :

. ¥ re thaa 30 years after tha ond of
War T, the quastion of whether
< Jupanese government bears

responaibility for forcing tens of thow-
sands of mostly Koreu teanagecs into
sexual slavary for the Imperial armed
forcoas between 1%32-1043 continuen to
cause controveray. Japan's offlcial
policy of centralized recculting and
dispatehing of “comfort women” to
carefully adminjstored comfort sta-

then dispose of the women of Korea,
the Philippines, Taiwan, China, Indo-
nesia, Maraynia and Burma as inferi-
or creaiures, (it only to be military
chattels, It opposes, moresver, hies-
archies of class that soabied the peo-
ples of several cultures — hoth Asian

tions wder military coniral has been ~ sade.

bitterfy disputed by reectionaries |
Japanyguampﬁnshyto glorify, vindi-

In
Enrr.lnwagra:em , mmpog
an 8 DUTA

3

cates that thess reactionaries are only
a nolsome minerity, much like the

3

without vaiug. They wers

systamatic raps, In the fivst place, be-
cause they ware seen as worthiess
aud, afterward, defined as worthiess,
becauss they fad been raped. ... &t
deliberataly chajlenges so-cafled ra-
cial hiararchizg that allowed the Japa-
oese Imperial Army to exploit and

that tima, J:fm government and
military vement in establinhing
and running the comfort stations was

. secrot. Decades later, he
big pro-

this document o 2 reporter for
Eyodo News who wrote about the gov-
ecnment's involvament in “batiiefront
brothels” in ag articla that was

of sexual aluse

bymi:}:mofmﬂnnuianwm
was cousigued to oblivien ™

‘This biindness to the suttering of the

HWANG KUM-JOO, & furmier South Korsan comiort wormen, <ries out

Dutch

ated by the Jepanese military -
ties who dragoooed soma 10 millien
indonesians inte varicus compulsory
lahor schemes, killing in excess of §

claimed Asian A that
they might be held in viclation of the
Genera the J. de-

ing communts mads by irresponsible
Jaganesa officlals Be0conssva-
tive natlonalisty who claim that mauy
Horaan women wers marsiy sex
Ee:'m for maney during World War

"Legacies” [s probably aot for read-
ers unfamiitar with the comfort wom-
en i95ua sinee same pricr koowledges is
aspmed aad some of the essays tend

school history texthook (n fromt

* the isxues have been conceived and

Teaders will bave to fudge
for themaeives whetter they wish to
hack way through the bramble of

in 3 Chiness-American di-
rector’s film, “Tu the Name of the Em-
peror,” Pamela Thoma from Colby
Caollege writes, “Whils

Brobiomatie iven tos vaeat dysstnie

yea (1]
of the Flrst %urld viawerfreader of
the subaltern or Third Worid womarn’s
testimony, in the case of To the Name

" of the Emperor’ some may think the

geader and status of the polyphaonic

ifying subject as formar. colonial
ruler the politics of ‘cruszing tha
divide’ lesa complicated for elils fe-
male readers. But the paliticy of this

arTangement are  undoubiedly

franght, snce they y main-
talo the Ctherized iont of the sub-
altern famale sub who does got
fpﬂ:ﬁmﬂmymtuwrdip'm

Undoubtedly. Fortunately the 1ies-
sayy in this rofume encompast 2 wida
array of analysis aad approaches,
oany far mors accessibie than the

previous quots mi ndicate, that
shguld appeal to a diverse readership
and mals this an addikion
to any library coll
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A new law designed to com-
bat domestic violence by al-
lowing courts to impose re-
straining orders went into ed-
fect Saturday, despite a
number of experts pointing to
shortcomings in the legisla-
tion, |

The Law on Prevention of
Spouse Violence and Protec-
tion of Vietims enables dis-
trict courts to impese six-

month restralning orders and
to- force trators to va-
cate their homes for two

weeks.

It covers not only married - po

couples but also couples liv-
ing together and diverced in-
dividuals still in danger of vi-
olence from former spouses.

Faitlure to comply with an
order will mean & maximum

. of one year in prison or up to
. '¥1 million in fines, while indi-

vidusls who make false re-
ports of domestic violence
will be fined V100,000
According to a recent gov-
erament veport, more than
9,000 women visited prefec-
tural counseling centers to
peek advice on domestic vi
lencs in fiscal 2000. B
Cases of domestic violence

.involving murder or injury to-

taled more than 1,000, the re-
rt said. S
However, the new law

been eriticized by experts for .

falling to protect children
from violent parents. - -

!aii-"-im‘, 0t e B A L A T £ gt R A A TS sy Pl e TRt s T

o - 200l (0.14.
Domestic violence law in effect, despite criticisms

Keiko Fukunhara, who
works at a sheiter for bat-
tered women In Yokohama,
expressed her dissatisfaction
at this loophole, saying, “It is
very common for & vielent
husband to immediately
search -for the children at
their schools or nurseries
when -his wife and children
leave home.”

Vietims are also required to

" pubmit a notavized affidavit

or reports compiled by wom-
en’s centers or police on their
injuries when filing & com-

_ plaint with a districl court.

But in an. emergency, the

. court is allowed to jsaue an or- -

der to the violent partner
wighout a hearing on the case.

H&w&ver-, Keikb Kondo, a

_represeniative of another

shelter in Sapporo, criticized
the law, saying, “Yon just
cannot ask 8 woman who is on

the verge ‘of being murdered '

to file auch a report. It is com-
pletely unrealistie.”

Experts aleo warn that re-
straining orders could fuel the -

anger of violent pariners to-
ward the victims. -

“It is important to prepare
for firin protection for the vic-
tims,” said Tamie Kaino, a
professor at Ochanomizu Uni-
versity gpecizlizing in wom-
en's ptudies and law:

The law also stipulates that
tocal governments offer finan-
cial help to some 40 institu-

tions nationwide that provide
shelter for abuse victims._
Mom held over killing

A 3-year-old woman was
arrested early Saturday en
suspicion of besting her 7-
year-old son to death at their
home in Tokyo’s Edogawa
Ward on Friday evening, po-
lice officials said.

The woman, named as Shi-
zuko Mizumawa, has told in-
vestigators that she started
beating her son, Temonori, as
she was seolding him.

The bey’s father, Hiroynki,
a company employee, found
his son dead after arriving

.home from work around 11

p.m. Friday.
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.Two former top bureau- °
vernment to

crats want the go

_.+1ell the internationl commm- *
nity what Japan can do within -
-the Hinits of iia war-renounc-
_ing Constltution to heip the -
‘axpected 1.5, 1ed military re-
tallation for the Sept, 11 tor: .
rorist’ attacks in New York -

and Washington. -
Nobuo Ishihara, 74, a for--
mer deputy chief Cabinet sec-

retary, and Hatsuml Takeo- .

ks, 78, a former director of
the secretarlut at the Defensa

Agency, also warned in re- -

cant interviews against a2

J 'S

mill role- without mean-
te, - - :

Ishthara, who gerved as the

top
secretariat during the 1901

Persian Guif War, said the
government :ahould clearly .
" {ell the United States the Jegal

limits on Sell-Defensn Forces
activities. :

- g worst seenario would
helfJapandasheitlnhopes

of other couniries by failing to

" carry out what it pledsad e

m;ﬂ‘cth‘oi;lo ey abigmm lain
wi y an am W
1a enacted, requiring SDF
ranks to consult 1aw books
while on duty,” Ishihara said.
The government apd the
three-party ruling .bloc are
now preparing a e pro~
vide the U.8. or muttinational
forces with logiatic mappart in
the avent of retaliatory at-
tacks. They plan
Bill to the T2-day extra Diet

segsion,  which convenes -

Thursday.
The bill iz In line with a sev-
aciion plan to sup~

en-point
- port the U.S. that was un-

vailed  last week by Prime
Minisier Junichire Roizumi.

to submit the -

203l 9.26. T 7.
Debate, don’t deploy SDF: ex-bureaucm‘is

KA'I‘BUMITAKEOKAM mmammwmummm

. pected to face rough going in
“tha Diet- with the

opposition
camp elther krying to block it
or reviaa jt.

personnel, although it cndrib—
uud;l)ti!lkntotheu.s-led

v perason-
nalﬁurmedzcalandtramporta—

Ishihara said the govum-
mont_should awiftly clarlfy

the-cmtantao!theblllapd.

“Hf the leglsiation i not en-
poted [ time, Japan should
clearly say whnt it clmmt

" Koizyumi
. py with (the Constitution’s)
pac:ﬁsm_ at a news confer-

S o iratin 0 A g R B o e T

ﬂsuha
org other
countries build their hopes
up. .He also sald the Hmita-
tions ¢n Japan's cooperation
are unavoidable due to the
natitution.

_ D‘ﬂﬁmmwar"lm * Cor

policylsneeded

Takeoka sald Japan's eni-
barrassment during the Gulf

. ‘War should not justify moves

to amend the Constitution or

:h“:ngg;ts interpretation o -
-allow cwntrytoengagein
_colective defenss. :

The Constitution: bans col-

lective defense, or the right to.

use force to cmmter an atmck
on an ally.

“Prime Minisfer- Junichlro
pledged be will com-

uhm.oxmmyc!ﬂdclbm”cwyulfumdm%mhhﬂnw
U.s.wnﬂituﬁmulnhlhtbnmnﬂm L

"do"benid noti

enmtomarkhuiaa
ﬁmWesbmﬂdmverm

-prdsd%%dmtex—
. erciging the ri callective
defease,

ofﬁnmmm
:In.gbamfmmwhwh_ vessels

aircraft were dispatched
to the Middie Bast. . - .

. Takeoka alsa said Japan’s

assistance toward any U S. re-
taliatioy would require UN.
suthorization of the US. scts. -

““It is important for Japan to -

presa the U8, tp make further
ef!orts to galp mzemanonal

. Pair relterate Constltutlonal restncuons say Je apan shouldn’t be hasty

the 'FN. Security Conneil to
Adopt-a resolution allowing
‘the U5, to refaliate by force,
The UN, at this point has only
adepted a resolution .con-
demning terrorism. -
'meformerne{ease.&gemy
huresucrat also said
cantributions. shouid not be
linked with the use of force
a.nddouhmd the legitimaey of
the current Bovernment view
that the SDF cowld transfer

" weapous, ammanifion and’

“’Wedomtneeétormh..ﬁa-
pa.ncana!som'geﬂ;i;ells o -
(of the termst aftacks) 0

" Jastice .2t an intersational

court, as the U.3, stresses the
rule of law. Attacks og terrar- .
Ists would lead to fresh terror-
ism -and hatred would pro-
dmenmreimtred,"hesaxd

'No NYPD band show
FURUSHIMA (Kyodo)' A New

York Police .Department L

band has canceled & :
e P e ot Friday in
city wa, Faigr-
shima Prefecture, in the af-
termath of the recent terror-

" ist attacks in the United

States, according to the
Beautifol! Fukushima Future
Expo Asgociation.
of the Jocal extd-
bition have asked visitors
since last week to make paper
cranes, which symbalize
" hope, peace and good tuck in
Japun, to offer the American
people encouragement and
had planned io hand them to
the 40 band members at their

concert Friday,
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