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Statement by -
H.E. Ambassador Pak Gil Yon, (
Permanent Representative of
the Democratic People’s Repﬁbiic of Korea
To the United Natipns

" On Age.hd.a Item 3 “Foliow-up to the Fourth World
Conference on Women and to the special session of the

~ General Assembly entitled ‘Women 2000: gender equality,

development a‘n_d_'peace_for the tWenty-ﬁrst century’”

P At the forty-sixth session of the

Commission on the Status of Women -

New York, S March 2002 (Juche 91)
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Mr. Chairman,

.On behalf of the delegation of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
allow me, fist of all, to congratulate you on your election as chairman of the 46"
session of the Commission on the Status of Women. My delegation expresses its
hope that your skillfuf chairmanship will lead this session to a successful conclusion.

Mr. Chairiman,

: As we arc well aware, the Fourth World Conference on Womeh in 1995 and
: the tweuty-third special session of the General Assembly entitled “Women 2000:
gender equality, development and peace for the twenty-first century” in 2000

-marked important occasions in facilitating the worldwide understanding of the

serious issue of women and encouraging the UN members-in their efforts to resolve
it. : ‘

. Violence and discrimination against women are clearly recognized as criminal
‘\ acts at the international level and there is an eyer-growing.demand. for the respect of
the status and rights of women in all fields of social life. The United Nations,
paying special attention to the issue of women in all its activities, has taken a series

of steps to ensure their equal rights and improved status.

- Nevertheless; the efforts to resolve the issué of women are still confronted
with serious challenges of different forms. Ceaseless armed conflicts and dispittes,
negative impacts of “globalization”, poverty and foreign debts, among others,
constitute major challenges cruelly depriving the women of their rights. Women,
who had been the primary targets of death and violence during the world wars in'the
edrly 20™ century, also become the first victims in the areas of dispute and foreign
occupation even today in the 21* century. In addition to this, il is none other than
the women who become the first victims of the unjust international relations such as
unilateral sanctions of different kinds as well as all forms of inequalities

.. characterized by _deteriorating poverty, increased . unemployment, fack of

opportunities for public health and education resuited from the negative impacts of
“olobalization”.

{ . Mr. Chairman,

In the new. century, the international society is aspiring after peace, freedom
and stistainable’ development. In order to realize this aspiration of humankind, it is
indispensable to resolve the issue of women.

* To this end, a system, in which there is no exploitation of man by man and
~everyone enjoys equal rights irespective of gender differences, should be
--.... . established béfore anything else. and-policy, and legal steps be taken to ensure the
rights of women .practically. Only when all sorts of discriminative laws -are

abolished and the rights of women firmly guaranteed legally and institutionally, can -

pom o eeno ez oo the vamen participate incthe main-field-of-social-activities: and-enjoy-genuine-life as. — e simimm———
human beings. There is-also. the need to enhance the capacity ‘of women for
participating actively in the decision-making process and social activities, so as to
ehable them to exércise their rights fully as the masters of a society.
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. With a view to emancipating the women once and for all from every form of
¢xploitation, suppression and discrimination of colonial rule period, the Democratic
" People’s Republic of Korea established a socialist system of ocur unique style, the
system in which himan being is considered the most precious and has been taking a .
series of social policies including the law on’gender equality, thus ensuring the
rights of women thoroughly in all walks of politics, the economy and culture. Today, i
the women of our country are enjoying equal rights and special social benefits :
provided by the State and making significant contribution to the building of a ;
- powerful state upholding the army-first' leadership of the great leader General
Kim Jong 11 as the dignified masters of the cotntry. '

The mast .important issue in resolving the issue of women is to create the

international environment favorable for ensuring the rights of women. For this

purpose, political and military acts such as armed -conflicts, acts of aggression,

occupation and coercive sanctions, that destroy peace and security, should be put to K
~#n end. The developed countries should make financial contribution through
* increased ODA and reduction of external debts fo the efforts of the developing
‘countries to prevent the negative impacts of “globalization”, achieve economic

growth and thus eradicate the poverty of women. In parallel with this, it is also

important for relevant ' organizations. within the UN system to continue t

strengthening their coordination of international efforts for resolving the issue of
. women by enhancing their functions and role. :

Mr. Chairman,

My délegatioh would like to take this opportunjty to draw your attention once
again to the criminal act of “‘comfort women” committed by fapan against women
of Korea and other Asian countries in the fast century. . :

As was well known to the world, Japan committed the crime of drafting more
than 200,000 women of Korea and other Asian countries and forcing them sex
slaves of Japanese army during the Second World War. Nevertheiéss, Japan still
avoids an official apology, state responsibility and compensation for its criminal act,

. To make matters worse, Japan distortéd this historical fact and did not hesitate to

delete the reference to the issue of “comfort women” from history textbook's of high
schools. ' '

As direct victims of Japanese militarism and its neighboring state, the Korean
people know more than enough the ulterior intention of Japanese authorities
attempting to avoid the liquidation of the past crimes. The attitude of Japan towards

the crimes against humanlty foretells its political and military orientation of today
:and tomorrow. ’ ' -

My delegation strongly urges Japan once again to break away from its past

- staned with blood by recognizing the state responsibility;- making an apology and
T T e e -due eomipensation: for its past crimes heluding the-iSSue 6FY - - EOMFOTE WOTNERE. - -— —— - - o
Thank you. ' '
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4 It Is widely recognized that Japan's military sexual. -
slavery constitutes a crime against humanity.
; Therefore, we aid the 143 victims who are still alive.

# 2 We are committed to discovering facts regarding to the
i atrocity and to publicizing them.

Accordingly, we intend to:

@CIa‘rify the historical facts by carrying out fact-finding
surveys and by publishing testimonial materials.

G Consohdate the international support received at the
-World Conference Agamst Racism, Racial Discrimina-
tion, Xenophobta and Related Intolerance held from
" August 30~September 7, 2000 in Durban, South Africa.
‘In the Speech -given by the head of the Korean

delegation, Japan was requested to recognize and solve J __

the problem related to the military sexual slavery system,
which is regarded as a war crime against humanity, and
to correct the distorted descriptions in Japanese text
books.
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