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JAPAN'S COMFORT
WONEN: Sexaal Slavery mnd
Prostitution Duptog Woeld
War Twe aml the U.5, Oegu-
pution, By Yaki Tanaki, Rou-
tedge, Luwdoa, 002, 212 pp.
$H.95
Raviawed Ly
JEEF KINQSTON

Thiys 44 by fur the hest hook
avaijable oo this socdld [‘lh}!}‘)'
ter in Japsn's histery. Yukl
Tanakti's sophisticuted and
lextured nssessweut of Ju-
pan's institutionalized system
af sexual slavery draws on a
civh array of seurces nnd
sheds new light on the larger
historkeal context of *.. . how
sex i used and abused lo
muintuln mititary organlzu-
tion and discipllng.”

The sulfecing of tens of
thuusands of teenage girls, i
noved (or hull a century, is re-
counted in gruphic detail,
Those in Jupan whe seek lo
daay, mininize, rationalize
or mitigate this [nhumane
systam can uo longer evade
the powerful indictments or-
gued so0 compellingly in "Ja-
pan's Comfort Wonwen." Ta-
naka's dlspassionute and logl-
vl anulysis of the pvidence
and what it Implies leaves lit-
tle wiggte voun for Japan's
Dr. Feelgoods wnd their popu
lar attempts to eonjure up a
glorious, exculpatory and un-
stuined version of the coun-
try’s canduct during Woeld
War il

Tanukya counters by placing
the conifort women in the larg-
er historical eontext of Japnn's
ecopomie and military expan-
sion, beginning with the “kars-
yuki-san” (prostitutes) in the
late t9th centucy. At this time,
Japanese women were sent to
overseas orothels vun by Japa
nese men that were scuttered
about Southeast Asia. Their
earnings and remittances were
4 cruciul source of capital
feading developrnent in Jupan,
and they spearheaded Japa-
nese economic penetration of
the region

Later, during the U3, Ou-
gupation, the sex industry
that sarved the troops proved
in be a crucial and tavge
source of smployment and
foreign exchonge for a nation
recovering from war and pov-
erty. The author cencludes:
“"While it is not peculiar to Ja
pan that the [emals work.
force was, and still is, exploit-
ed for the development of a
tnaddern aconumy, it may be
unusual to find anather nation
that exploited women for sex
to such an extent. The socio-
econpinie and cultural eli-
mate of Japun provided the
eavironmenl for Japanese
mes — our futhers and grand-
fathers —~ to ¢reate an ex-
traordicary mifitary muchine
whose organization was degp-
ly intertwined wilh sexual en-
slavement.”

Waat of Jopan's Pan-asian
crusade? Tanaka contends
that “The extraordinary scale
and brutality of Lhe organized -
scxual vinlence committed by
the Japanese Lperial forees
against women iz a powerful
example of demeaning ether
paopla iu the name of ‘high
ideals’ - in this cose, Jupau's

cluien Lo liberate Asiun peopple
[rau tha tails of Western cole.
nialisi " 1n organdzing rape
centers to prolect the heulth
of their teoops nnd Lo prevent
widesproad sexval violence
agpinst the peneral popuince
in areas pcoupied and invad-
el by Juimu, men fn tha high-
est echelons of the nilitary
and bureaucracy cotdloned
vl sunctioned an leeapas as
hle vielatlen of the hwman
rights of tha move than 100,000
womet coerced and deceived
into sexual slavery. While
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JAPAN'S ‘COMFORT WOMEN’

Wartime sulfering that dldn’t count

meit, distrlbution sl medl-
cal tosting of this sought after
“commodity™ was carofully
and npenly administeved, ol
though key relavant archives
remain closed o researchers
eager 0 sifl through what
might be & voluminous paper
teall. Establishing and staff-
ing the comlbort stations was
glven privrily fn frontline war
zonee and mostly targetod
young Korewn women La-
cause as vieging they would
1ol have sexually transmitted
diseases. In addition, sinca

onovension brought women
from the U5, to serve the
troops. Llke thelr Jupanese
counterparts, ilmitlng Lhe
spread of VI, malntsining
maorile amd proventing ripe
constitutedt tLu logic Lebind
auch effocts.

1tis dumning that at the To-
hyo War Crimes Tribunad, the
Allles did proseeute Jaganoss
soldlers fov coevcing Dutch
wonmen into sexunl slavery
while consigning to ublivien
the sinsilur suffering endured
by Aslun victuns: These

n Tanaka’s view, the Japanese and Allies were complicit in

covering up the story of the comfort women because both -
sides were prejudiced against Asian women and both sides
were guilly ol committing extensive crimes of sexual violence

careful unitoring of these
rape centers helped to veduce

soewhat the iucidence of ve. -

nereul disense, Lhere wus lit-
tle hmpuet on widespread
rupe and random sexual via-
lence ngainst women in the
countries thut suffered the
horrors of Japan's war of "lib-
eration.”

Was the comfor! women
system unprecedented or just
another, twisted DLut weil-or-
ganized veriation on w fumil-
far cansequence of war? Ta.
nuka argues that war ond sex-
ual violence ave [nextricably
linked, but suggests that Ja-
palt's version wag ... un-
precedented pechaps both in
its cruelty and in the magni.
tude of a stule organized sys-
tem of forced military prosti-
‘tutlen.” He also asserts that it
was unique ... i tarmis of
the violation of the basic hu.
man yights of so karge a num
ber of women of diffarent na-
tionatilies who were violated
and ubused as ‘sex siaves'
over a considerable peviod.”

Moveover, this system wag
based on official poiiey, in-
volving the top bruss of the
military implementing a sys:
tem with thie blessing and sup-
part of ranking eivilian state
autherities. The procure-

“they were coloitized subiects
_of the Empevor, transpocting -

these girls across internation.
al bovders would not techng-
cally violate Jupan's lnterna-
tional treuty obligations,

Why did this terrible saga
vemapii buried for so long? Al
fer abl, the victers were not
reluctant to trumpet the
many acts of terror comemit-
led by Jopan during its 15-
yeur rampage acrods Asia, In
Tanaka's view, lhw Japanese
and allies were stlently cam-
plicit in the coverup because
both sides were prejudiced
against Asian women and
both sides were guilty of con-
mitting extensive erimas of
sexuual violence.

[y exumining U5, and Aus-
teatian archives, Tanaka
proves that the comfort wom-
en system was no secret o the
Aflies. In various theaters the
U.3. luiwl an ainbivaleat policy
townrd establishing and regu-
lating brothels for 1tz own
troops. OFficial policy was
sgainst doing so, but farye
amounts of maney were spuat
an keeping the soldiers sup-
plicd with condoms to prevent
VYD, ant local conunanders
wers oflen invotved in orga.
nizing and monitering lecat

beothels fop ]uﬂ]-ii:n'y use and

women just did not count.

Within theee duys of Ja-
pan's sarrender an Aug. ' 15,
1245, the Japanese poverun-
ment wus dlready preparing
comfort stations for the Allied
lrnops. Tanuki argues that
Prince Fumimaro Konoe
pluyed & crucial rote in ensur-
ing that Jopanese women
were reccudited to service the
cgeupiers, Orders went out Lo
prefectural police offices
througlout the country to re-
eruil women ant secure pec.’
essary facilities. Here the
Japonese officials were lesy
concerned with protecting
Gls [rom VD than they were
in sacrificing smail numbers
of woanen to protect the pgen-
erel population from sexual
abyies. The hocrendous re.
cord of rupe committed by
U.5, soldiers against Okina-
wal wonen led many to ren-
sonably fear that the Oceupa-
tive would bring more of the
sitme. Despite these precau-
tions, 3 VD epidemic was
soon raging among Alhed sol-
diers and Jupanese women
were suffering from a wave of
sexual asszults.

The e¢stablishment of enm-
{ort statlons for the Allies in-
volved futuce pillars of the es-
Laldishent and ed o an add

~

cogpesation minong burea-
crils, pulice and gangsters.
Huyuto lkeda, who laler
secved as peime wvnlster
{1060-84), pledged up to Y10t
miltlon of gavernmeat nuney
{unpeted thegugh the Telusted-
al Develepment Bank of Ja-
pan to ervate the euphemlsti-
catly nuried Reereatlon and
Awusminont Association at a
time  wher the uveruge
wauthly wogo foe factory
workers was V166,

Appurantly, Ityoiehi Susu-

. gawicaed hig beother, yobet,

ware lnvolved n raciuiting

3 . Jupacese women tor the con-
1,

fort statlons such as thelr

[ . amerlcan Club in Osuka.

leonically, ... even tw nost
arvdent nationatists like Sasn-

" gawa, who had led a popular

anti-Amecican  mevement
durkng the war, quickly be-
camy fluktering sycophants of
the 1.5, Occupation furces us
soon a3 the war ended. We
{ind Japunese peliticians whe
el procuced tens of thou-
sands of uon-Jopancse com-
fort women ducing the war
quickky turning to the pro-
curemeat of Lher own woinen
for the Lenefit of soldiers who
had outy recently been their
enemies. 1t iy obvious that,
for people like Sasagawa, po-
litical ideologies were simply
tools of self-promution.”

In his chavacteristically
averhanded snanner, Tanaka
poinis cul that the progressive
sociul policiey of the U.S. Ceeu-
pation forces, benefited Jupa-
nese women significantly, but
"... as fur as the prostitution

. business ad the plight of teus

of thousands of Japanese womn-
en warking in this tndustry ace
concerned, the Occupation
[orees, far from implementing
‘densicratization policies,' ac-
tively particigated in thetr sub-

. jgabion.”

The story of the comfort

-women is one that reveals

contetnpt [or wottien wl fue
Asians by the Japanese per-
petrators and the Allies, who

‘not onty did nothing about the

bideous crimes of the Linperi-
al torees, bat then terned and
cainmitted sienitar erimes of
their own against Japanese
women. Tanska dees not ex-
pose the dirty laundry of the
Allies ns 0 way of rationalis-
ing or mitigaling Japaw’s sor-

vy vecord, rather he is eager
“to highlight the links between

organized sexual violence and
a militacy culture based on
control and Limbued with a

“sexualized masculinity. His

eiforts to exploin amd under-
st the roots of sexual vie-
lence committed by soldiers
15 an ambitious, and path-

breaking aspect of his work

and raises the debate about
man's inhumanity to women
te & move profound level, The
fmplications of his study .e-
verberale from Hoanda to con-
temporaey Okinawa end pro-
vide o new framesveri tor as-
sessing the organized and
randomn excesses commitled
by military men throughout
history against women,

S upsion (eackny Neuiory 9 Famr
e Unawsdsdy Japdn.
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By RORY MCCARTHY
ROHAY, PAXISTAN

Zalran Bibi walked into the
police station in the village of
Kerri Sheikhan, deep in lhe
valleys of Pakistan’s North

West Frontier, and gave a-

harrowing account of how she
had been raped by a neighboe,

Medical tests were ordered,
wilnesses guestioned and 2
trial was held. Defensé law-
yers were called in. But Paki-
stan's archaic legal system, &
mix of secular and Isiamic
codes, offers little protection
for women.

Bibi, 28, was convicted of
adultery under islamic laws
which many repard as deeply
prejudicial. Last month, a
year alter she reported the
rape. a judge sentenced her Lo
death by stoning.

For severa! weeks the
young mother has lived in sol-
itary confinernent in a death
cel} bekind the redbrick walls
of Kohat jail nursing her 7-
maonth oid daughter. An ap-
peal was to be heard before
an Isfamic court in Tslam-
abed this moath.

Her case has exposed the
empty promises of Pakistan's
military regime, which has
committed itself 1o improving
women’s rights and counder-
ing religious extremism, Gen
Porvez Musharraf, the mili-
tary ruler, knew nothing abeul
the case untii he was ques-
tioned by foreign journalists.
I3 that the law?” he asked.
“iow? 1 don't even Jmow.”

He was asked if he planped
to reform the adultery laws,
introduced in 1979 in a wave of
Islarmsation led by the last
military dictator, Zia-ul Hag.
“Frankly, | haven't given il

Extreme judgment

PAKISTANIS
- acouniry d
where'islamic
code coliides
with secular
law, and even
Gen, Pervez
Musharraf,
the military 253
ruier, KNOWS o
litle aboul
the case,

- AFPPRITO

such derp thought, fef me ad-
mit,” Musharral said. )

The urbene generai, sicting
in his lavish office in Islam-
abad, insisted Bibi would net

be execuled. But hundreds |

more women who have re-
ported rapes are held in jail
under the same adultery law.

1t appears Bibi was used by
relatives caught up w a Jami-
ly feud, and her husband
claims she suffered from poor
legal advice. Her account of
what happened has never
been heard. In remote viliag:
s such as Kerri Sheikhan, the
word of z young, uneducated
mother counts for little.

On the morning of March 25

Raped mother faces to

last year, Bibi went to the vil-

lage police statien with her

father-in-law, Zabita Khan,

and said she had been raped
while cutting grass outside
the village. She named Akmal
¥han, a villager involved in a
Jong-running dispute with her
family, as her altecker. At
the time, her busband was in
prison for murder.

Bibi was examined by a
doctor and found to be seven
to eight weeks pregnant, a

fast that appears to have can- |

vinced the judge she was
guilty of adultery. She iater
msisted that the baby was
concewved during a conjugal
visit to her bushand in prison.

Last October the trial
opened snd Bibi appeared in

court in Kehat wearing a fad-

ed yellow burga, the all-envel-

aping cloak tlhe "Taliban:
*forced women to wear in Af-

ghanistan. She recorded a
statement
ciaim of rape and again nam-
ing Akmal Khan. But at the
next hearing she said her

‘father-in-law had pressured

her intec making the accusa-
tipn. In a hew statement. she
ramed her brother-in-taw Ja-
mal, 15, as the rapist.

The judge acquitted akmal
Khan, the man first accused.
But no investigalivn was or-
dered into the new accusation

repeating the

and Jamal was never arrest-
ed. The judge rujed the medi-
ca! evidence showed oo signs
of {orce and her pregnancy
was evidence of adultery.

'_“Resulr.antt)i, I hereby con-
vict and seatenee the accused

Zafran Bibi to stoning to -
death and that she be stoned

1o death at 2 public piace,”

Judge Anwar Ali Khan wrofe:
in his {ina! judgment.

Her lawyers were stunned.
In the court at Kohat they are .
still arguing over the case.

“She has oever confessed. .
her guilt. Thers is 10 case

. against her,” said Sardar Ali,
-one of her criginal defense

lawyers. “1 think it was mis-

=

‘rape and adultery under the™
. islamic code, 2 conviction re-  Zi8
“quires either-a corfession.
- from fou:_witnﬁsﬁ'to}the‘
‘who “abstain {rom majer

. is not proven, wWories are
charged with aduftery. As a x

“that staternent when she -

in Pakistan sees Islanﬁchde co]hdmg Wzthsecularlaw :

handed by 2 refative of thi
lady. She never stated she
comemitted adumitery.” .
Under the Qffense of Zinz
Ordinance, which coversboth |

{rom the-aceused or evidence
crime who are Muslim men

sing.” Frequently, when rape

man Rights Commission of
Pakistan estimates that every
two hours a woman in the
country is raped. oL

In Bibi's case, the judze’

raled - the fact that she
chasged her statement to
name 2 new attacker was a
confession of adultery.. 77

“She made herself guilty io.

clearly admits she had com-
mitted zina [adulteryl with
her brather-in-law,™ said Hur-
shid Anwar, a prosecutor ie
the case, “There was no mark
of vislence on ber body. It was .
the right decision as long as.
the law exists.” Later Anwar,
admitied he favored “mod-
ernization” of the [aw, “Wom-_
en suffer more because of gur

-customns,” be said. %

Qutside Kohat jail, Bibi's

-husband, Naimat Khan, and

his two sons, Lsrar, 9, and.
Rebman, &, fried Wwarrsnge a

- wisit to his wife. His children
. were allowed in, but he was

not. Several minutes later,.
her sons returned with beam-:
ing smiles, clutching 2 small.
purpte fan their mother had
made them.

“The defense lawyers told
us this would be an eass case.

RAWALPIND POLIGE take away activists protesting the sion-

ing to death sentence against Zafran Bibi, aworomo

Then they told my wife i she
didn't change her statemerl
she would be Hed to a pole 2nd
soldiers world Bhrgw stones ot
her,” said Naitnat Khar, 49, 2
poor farmer who makes less’
than $60¢ & year from his
fields. In an affidavit wrilten
for the appeal hearing, Bibi’®
agein pleaded her nnocence.
»T have not comumitted Tz
with anybody,” she said. “i
have net confessed any peilt.”
While Bibi's conviction may
pe overturned oo appeal. it is
clear the mibitary regime, de-
spite its promise to eradicate
fundamentalism, is unwiiling’
10 reform the Islamiz laws for

fear ol angesing the religious’
right. N .

“She is not the frsi case
and she is mot going to be the
tast,” said Afrasiab Khattak,.
chairman  of the Duman
Rights Commission of Paki-
stan “If Gen. Mushartaf real-
tv wants to 6o away with ex-
tremism, then there s oo ol

ternative to doing away with.

the structures created by Zia,
whick include the so-called fs-
iamic laws. o

“Even i Zafran Bibi re-
turas to her vidlage now, the
stigma is so severs that it will
be z very harsh life for her
and her caiidrer.”
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