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SAN FRANCISCO (AP) A fed

‘eral appeals court dismissed .
' thousands of cases Tuesday

i brought by World War 11 pris-

“-oners who allege they were
- enslaved by Japanese and -

" (German companies.

The 9th U.S. erculi Court
of Appeals upheld lower court

- rulings that’ sajd. treaties -

- signed- by the ‘United ‘States

barred former prisoners from

. seeking restitution from com-
! panies. acr:used of forcing

them to work .in mines, dig

_roads and.perform other du- .

" ties more than 50 years ago.

‘The appeals court, in strik-

ing down a 1999 California law
: grantmg former’ POWs the
. right to sue, said using Ameri- -
. " can courts to seek restitution

. would be contrary to U.S, for-

. eign policy.

“The United States has al-

- ready. exercised its own ex-

clusive authority to.resolve-
the war, . including claims.
arising out -of it,” Cirenit

* Judge Stephen Reinhardt

. did not chogse, however, to in--
- corporate into that resolutmn

a private right of action
© against our wartime enemies.

wrote in the 3-¢ decision. “1t

or their nationals.”-
Joseph Colchett; an attor-

. ney who represented several

plainti[fs, cai!ed the decision
outrageous. He sald he would

- ask the.appeals court to re-
constder-or ask the 1.5, Su-

preme Court to review it,
“These people were enslaved
hy multiriational corpora-

‘tions,” he said. “This has noth-

ing o do with foreigi pollcy
Plaintiff Alberto Saldejeno,
82, said he was enslaved by a

.Japanese company lo per-

form clerical work.

 “That's not fair,” he said of
the court ruling. “If you didn’t
work youw'd be beheaded.”

" Attorney Matthew Digby,.
_who represents several of the
. Japanese firms, said the com-

panies ‘Were “gratified they
reached the conolusmn that
Lhey did.”

- Saldejemo,’ along with thou- g

sands of others, sued a host of
Japanese concerns, including

_Mitsui & Co., Mitsubishi
Corp., Nippon Steel Corp. and ,

Japan Energy Corp.-

But U.S. District Judge
Vaughn Walker in San Fran-
cisco dismissed those suils
brought by- Filipino, Chinese,
Korean and American ex-
prisoners of war. :

Walker, whose decxsmn was
upheid Tuesday, ruled that
the peace treaty signed by the

‘U.S. and other nations bars

—-12-

Ex-POWs’ lawsmts targetmg
: Japanese firms rejected i in U. S_

l
R
y
Americans Erom seeklng ret

ribution {rom-the companies. i
Filipinos could not seek ret- !

ribution because thelr home

country signed the agreement
in 1946, five years after the|
United States mgned the trea- l

. ty with Japan..

Aliowing the suits to proceed ‘
could potentially “unsettle half -

"a “century -of . diplomacy”

among the nations that signed.
the treaty, Walker ruled. . .
Regarding claims by Chi-

"nese and- Korean_ prisoners,

whase home nations were not-
botind by the trealy, Walker
rufed. that the 1999 California
law . “infringes on the federal
govemment’s exclissive power

. overt foreign affairs.”

~The appeals court’s decisjon
Tuesday also upheid 2 ruling
by U.S. District Judge Stephen

. Wilsonin Los Angeles, who dis-

missed -another case brought
by a Catifornia man enslaved
at the Auschwitz eoncentratxon

‘camp.

That plamhff .}osef
Deutsch, alleged he was forced
to work for Hochtief AG a
German builder.

" Under the Alien Tort Clatms
Act, forexgn nationals can file
suit in U.S. federal courts
against companies accused -of-
violating international law.
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FUKUOKA (Kyedo) The Fuku-
oka High Court on Friday up-
held a lower court ruling or-
dering the coalral govern-
ment to pay a Sputh Korean
atomic-homb survivor living
abroad medical allowances
deslgned to assist hibaku-
sha.

“The high .court rejected a

‘state appeal against a ruling:
by the Nagasaki District-

Court, which recogmzed in

T L \u.ua-. W vvaeaTe

Government loseS' !

A- bomb survivor
allowance case

GONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 -

‘geting both the centi’al and

Nagasaki city govemments :
‘The coéurt 1iled,: however,
“that ohly the'state should fund
these payments, as-the Naga-
saki- city ‘governmentwas
merely acling ‘as an ageént on

behalf'of the nahonal gove_rn )

ment: = 7 - e g

“"The ‘central goverﬂment ap-

[Sealed to:the  high® court,

* cldiniing that,under- leglsla-

tion covering medical-tréat-
ment for hibakusha, these al-

lowances are limited to survi-

vors who live in Japan.
Lee; atesidentof: Pusan*a
so appealed-theoriginal ri

ing, claimingthal the Naga- -

sakis¢ity! govertimient sholld,

have”been’ held responsible’

for paying him compensation.
* Accorflmg to ‘the  district
court ruling; Lee Siiffered ra-

diation exposure in-the U:S. ..

atomic bombing of. Nagasaki

on Aug. 9, 1945, whilé working -

iitthe c;ty asa forced laborer.

He went ta'live in South Ko-
rea after World War 11, but
traveled to Japan for’ medical
treatment in July 1994,

At that time, Tokye recog-
nized Lee as an A-bomb vie-
tin.- He received 2 health
card enabling him to receive
medical a]lowances for three
years '

* But the Nagasakl Mumc1pal
Government stopped paying
him these benelits after he
left for South Korea in Sep-
tember 1994,

The last ruling over a law-
suit filed by an A-bomb survi-
vor- living overseas was is-
sued in December, when the
central government lost a
case at the Osaka High Court:

2003. 2. & J. 7

Govemment loses hlbakusha allowance case

2001 that A-bomb survivors
living abroad are eligible to
receive these allowances.
The district court had also
ruled that the central gov-
ernment should pay the
plaintiff, South Korean Lee
Kang Young, unpald allow-

-ances totaling ¥1.03 million.

In handing down the rul-

ing, presiding Judge Akio

Ishizuka said, “Hibakusha

do not lose their status or the”

1~ VOI‘

ight to recewe the medmal
lowance by'living abroad.”
In December 2001; the dis-
trict court tu}ed that Lee
was entitled to receive the
medical allowances even af-
ter leaving Japan,as his de-
-parture did not change his
status as an A bomb sur\n

- Lee, 15, had filed the smt
w1th the dxstmt court, Edl
GDHIIHUEB 0N PAEE 2

SOUTH KOREAN A-bomb surviver Lee Kang Young rejoices

Friday after the Fukuoka High Court ruled that he should re-
ceive medical aliowances designed for hihakusha mvooopuom I

By not appealing this deci-

. sion to the Supreme Court, the

government effectively ac-

cepted defeat fof the {irst
time in a suit of this kind.

In early December 2002, the
Osaka High Court ordered the
central government and the
Osaka Prefectural Govern-

ment to pay medical allow-:
ances to Kwak Kwi Hoon, a’

Kaorean survivor of the Hiro-
shima atomic bombing who
returned to South Korea a few
ronths after] pbtaining his

health card in 1998. =~
Takeshi Niki, head of the
general affairs division of the i
Health Service Bureau within
the Health, Labor and Wel-,
fare Ministry, said the minis-
try would decide what to do
after studying the ruling.

N kT L e e
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NEW YORK —- Laura Ahearn, axecutive dlructor af Parents for Megan s Law. stands outside her chlldron H courtroom in New :
York on Dec, 18, aprHOTO

U.S. states not keepmo tabs on sex offenders: survey

SAN FRANCISCO <(AP) In a
startling new survey, a child
advocacy group found that
states across the United
States have lost track of tens
of thousands of rapists, child
molesters and other sex of-
fenders whe are supposed to
be registered in databases un-

der what is called "Megan 5

Law »n

Prompted by an investiga-
tion that revealed California
had lost track of at least
33,000 sex offenders, Parents
for Megan’s Law contacted all
50 states by telephone to ask
abgut the accuracy of their
redistries. .

It found that states on aver-
age were unable to aceount

for 24 percent ‘of sex offenders
supposed to be in the data-
basas. And.19 states, includ-
ing Texas and New York, said
they were.unable to track how
many sex offenders were fail-
ing to register, or simply did
not know,

Federal law requires the
addresses of convicted sex of-
fenders to be verified at least
once a year.

But the survey found that
up-to-date addresses for more

than 77,000 sex offenders are-

missing froni the databases of

32 states. And in the other 18 -

states and the District of Co-
lumbia, which are responsi-
ble for 133,705 offenders, thou-
sands of the ex-convicts may

have dnsappeared

“They're xmp[ementmg Me- |

ganw's Law, then turning their
backs on-.it,” said Laura
Ahearn, executive director of
the nonprofit-agency in New

York. “They need the féchnol-

ogy and the staff to track
down their sex offenders.”

All states responded to the
group's survey, but only 32
were able to provide -failure
rates, Many of these said they
have never audited their sex
offender registries and pro-
vided only rough estimates of
their aceuraey. -

The survey, which the
group plans to release Fri-
day, relied on the word of offi-
cials in each state, unlike the

analysis in California, which
was based on a CD-KOM of
data taken directly l‘rom the
registry.

The databases are sup-
posed 1o help the public and
police monitor.-sex olfenders
by keeping track of their
home and work addresses and
other personal details. Adults
can search the database at
sheriffs* offices or pelice de-
partments, assuming the in-
focmation is kept up to date as
required. .

All states have versions of
Megan Kanka, 2 New Jersey
girl who was raped and killed
by a child molester who bad
moved in across the street.

Male sex ahuse victims may becorme pedophlleS' research

PARIS (AFP.Jiji) Nearly one
in every eight male vietims of
child sex sbuse becomes = pe-
dophile in later life, according
to British research that 52Ys
the rate is lower than expect-
ed and linked to several risk

factors.

Scientists from Bntams In-
stitute for Child Health tooked
at the medical, social services

and criminal records of 224

men who had been sexually
abused when they were young.

Twenty-six of the 224, or
11.6 percént, subsequéntly
committed . sexual offenses
when they became an adult,

the researchers found.

© In almost every case, the
victims were children from
outside their families.

The findings dent the wide-
spread perception that most
victims of pedophiles become
abusers in turn,

They say that this risk does
exist, but thers are several
identifiable triggers that can
make it likelier.

There is a nearly threefold
risk that a-vietim becomes 2

pedophile if he sufiered pa-’

rental .or material neglect,
witnessed violent behavior at.
home or had been sexually
abused by a femate, .- -

The study, gublished Satur-
day in_the British medical
weekly The Lancet, coincides
with 2 wave of anxiety about
pedophzha in many European
countries.

According to ﬁgure.s quoted
in the articie — they come

—-29-

from a contruversm! 1998

‘tims of sexual abuse, and the

‘are male adolescents or men

- sexual abuse do not become

study among 1.8, college stu-
dents — between 3 pereent
and 37 percent of hoys are vic-

figure-for girls rangw trom 7
to 53 percent. " . -
Most of the perpelrators

whao are known to the child.".
“Most male victims of child

pedophxles, but particular ex
periences and patterns of;
childhood behavior are asse-.
‘ciated with an incredsed risk’
of victims becoming abusers:
in later life,” the chief author,j
David Skuse, said.
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