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~Atonement Projects for Former “Comfort Wom

ADVERT!SEMENT

en”

Iuplemented for 285 Women in the Philippines, the Republic of Koren
- and Tubweut and 79 Women in the Netherlands.

In 1995, the Japanese Government
decided 1o implement projects
aimed at providing atenement to former
World War [t “comfont women." The
projects involved sending each of them
a signed lewter of apology.from the
Prime Minister of Japan, making atone.
ment payinents linaoced by donations
from the Japanese people, and provig-
ing medical and wellare services fi-
nanced by the Japanese Government.
The Asian Women's Fund (AWF) was

organized to manage the projects.

A donation can:paign collected over
¥565 million (US$4,700,000) for dis-
persal among former comfort women

in the Philippines,.the Republic of

Korea and Taiwan. In light of the need
to implement the projects as quickly as
possible due to the women’s advanced
2ge, an application period of five years
w45 established. The application dead.

lines, which varied dq;cnding on the

starting dale, were set at August 2001
for the Philippines and May 2002 for
the Republic of Korea and Taiwan,
These atonement projects were con-
cluded in September 2002, following
conclusion of a medical and wellare
services project in the Netherlands in
July 2001,

Many appreciative recipients ex-
pressed such sentitnents as, *! never ex-
pected (o receive an apology from the
Prime Minister or atonement money,”
and, "I leel sure these represent the
goodwill of the Japanese people.”
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An Interview with Yozo Yokota of the United
Nations Sub-Commission on Human Rights

Meaber, UX Sub-Canahskon un the Pro.ntiom 30d Pruiccuns of Human Righu
Sema Advimns b4 e Becur ol vhe Larted Notkoss Unis tasing
Tl Adabeay Commiies of the Astan Wrmea) Fuad

Interviewee: Professer Yokota, [ believe you have por.
Sicipnied In Asian Wamea's Fund projects os a mem.

berof its Advisory Committee vince its establishmem?

- Prof. Yokota: Yes, | bevame an aliernate membes of
the UN Sub.Cammission on the Promation and
Feetection of Human Rights in 1988 and a full
membee three years ago. The queston of “comforl
women* was brought befoce the Sub-Commission
by a numbet of NGOs in 1592, and several of the
members expressed stiong concern abaut the piod.
{em. Upon my cetvrn to Jagan, § lormed the gov-
¢tnmend Ltheough Mindsiry of Fotcign Affalrs
channels about this shwaden. I insisied that dis-
cussion of this problem should not be cominved 2y
the United Matlons, but that Jxpan musi admit its
past mistakes and Lahe the infilatlve in responding
to the issue. | slso advised 2 proacilve approach w
stapplng violente agalnst womta today.

Interviewer: How dogs the world view the AWE?

Prof. Yololar The AWF was esizblished in 1995 on
the initfative of the Japanest Govecnment (ollow-
ing coergetic discussions in Japan and ererseas
conceening the com{on women issue. It contin-
wes 1o conduct projects telaed 10 this problem
ioday. The mosi signilicans (eature of these
projecis §s that the Japanese Governmen has ad.
mitied 115 meral cesponsibility fos \hese past mls-

Professor Yoro Yokon
Chos Cihbssly

takes, and has puissed aionement prajects for the
lormer com(ont women with the broad-based par.
ticipation of the Japanese people.

COther projecis hare underscored the lessons
of history by locuslag on such matiees as colleci-
ing materials and investigating the f1cis concen-

Ang the comlort women. The AWF is also aclive in

pivthoting awareness, prevention, icspense 1o snd
selution of préblems such as violeace againsi
women 10 piotect thelr honor and dignity and
prevent the segeiliion of shese historical wrongs,

Many UN human rights speclabists, Including

. fotmer High Commissioner for Human Righis

Mary Robinson, have commended the AWF for the
posilive 51€ps [t has taken toward solving the com.
fort women issue,

fatersiomer: What suppou'dou the Japanese
Goverament provide for the AWF?

Prof. Yokola: The goverament has coopetated fully
in the AWFYaclivities and admidlsiration, lis sup-
port has been especially Impouant in negotiating
with othet governments concerned and in calling
tor donaitons. Ithas also allocated funds [rom the
nainnal budget 1o provide medical and wellzee
assistance in coaneciion with the aignement
projects. And a letter of apology has been sent o
the former comfort women in the pame of the
Frime Minisier of Japan.

Asian Women's Fund
2-7-6, Kudan-Minami, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0074, Japan

thone: 81-3-3514-4071

Fax: 81-3-3514.4072

URL hup/fwwwawl.orjp
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ADVERTISEMENT

An End to Silence

Asian Wemer’s Fund Conducts Atonement Profects Jor Bormer “Comfort Women
and Pursites Ongoing Kfforts to Breuk a Cycle of Violence agninst Women

of the Japanese government in July 1995 10 respond 10 the issue

’ l ‘he Asian Woren’s Fund (AWF) was established on the iniviative
of the [ormer wartime “com{ont women.

ducied sox era projects with broad-based
sugpartirom the peaple of Japan, These
1eflected the resolve of the Goveinment
of Japan to (ullith les moual responsibi.
ity to atone for the mistreatment of the
fonner “camfort women™ undes Japans
militaty zuthorliy of the day.

By the time #t surfaced, the comfort
woman {ssue had lain submerged for half
2 century, Althvugh many of the women
had been recruited agatnst cheir wibl by
coaxing and Intimidation and compelied
lo engage in sexual aciivity, they appear
to have remained silent for 3 variety of
reasons. They weie deterred by (he men-
tality of the times, for cxample, when
stale-regulated prostitution still existed,
and especially by their own sease of
shame. Other (actors Inciuded discriini-
nation against women fn colonies and
orcupied tertitories, and the fecling of
helplessaess thatufien arises in wastime.

The silence was {inally brokeain 1991,
encouraged by democeaiization and the
womens movement, when Ms Kim Hak
Soon of Savth Korea became the first 10
anavunce that she was a former wartioe
“comfont woman.* There are, however,
many women who continue o conceal
their sullering from their famities 2nd
communities, regardicss of whether or not
they have accepied the atonetnent projects
conducted by the AWE :

The circumstances responsibe for these women's sllence, uncovered

Piojects wae tmpleizated b
<ok t;w.@ewizr‘sm

o

ThE fiojecti werd vicepled

Dewr Matza, .

On ihe oconiun that the Astan Wheteat Fued, In couperation
with the Governinent and the preple of Jopan, offers atcesient from
the Japarese people fo the fonncr viastie comfort wowen, Dwish to
oirss my fechings as well,

© The issue of comfort women, sith e favofvem et of the Jupanese i
milllasy cutherities of that time, was a grave affiord tothe honor end |,

digalty of larye merabess of wpmen,

As the Prime Minister of Jopan, | thus cvtod aner my most ':
sircae ppologics wid sanorse 1o al the wounen sha indenven bn- - %
metswrable and painful expuricrees cnd sffened Sacurable physicd |

swd paychological wonids as comfort women

Yok srst ok ¢ vade the welght of the past, s shoudd we evede our

rsponsibilisies for the fuowy.

Ibelicve that our counry, painfilly mvae of its morel wsporal-
bilities, with feetings of apolugy ond remarse, should face up squarely
1 its past histary and accrately com ey it to future gencrations,

Furtkrmore, Japan alse should take an octie part i deafing
with vicience ol ether fonms of inpusiice to the hovor apd diguity of

WA

Finally: | pray from the bottom of my heart that each of you will

Jind peace for the rest of your lives,

Respeaifully yows,
Junichite Keizuni .

Prime Minisier of Japan

The Year of 2002

in the course of the AWF atonement projects, losely resemble the siwa.
tions of inany women today who sulfer from violence and fis conse-
"l subsequently con-  quences. Widespread soclal attivudes ha oblige women to cope with

viobailons wnassisted can be seen 1o un-
derlic the denial of women’s tighis 10
30 1 school or markel {reely, for cx-
anple, indilference (o the plight of rape
victims and intentional impregnaion
by {orce during armed conflicts.

Ca T ST Ryt

3t break the sitence by revealing that
o she had been a comfunt woman, laier
becaine the fizst beneficiary of the AWYF
alontnent projects, She sppeared in
newspapers and on tclevision (re.
quently, speaking out abowt her war-
o dIne expericades to raise swareness of
¥ theissue ainong younger people.

The willingness of women like Ms
Heason wo discuss their experiences led
to growing recognition of the issue.
Awareness of the AWF's palicy of plac-
ing the highest priority on the well-
being of the victims of vlokence gradv-
ally spread as well, and the {irst AWF
project was initisted in the Philippines

- in August 1996, Mentical projects were
subsequenily Introduced in South
Kerea and Talwan, Ms Henson and Ms
Kim Hak Soon have since passed away,
and many of the remaining victims are
struggling with loaeliness and health

RN TN

PRty

e W Bt i i bl

pNmrn

The Priome Minister of Japan semt n ollica)lecer of apology to esch
of the fuormer “comfory women,*

problems, ’

The chiel lesson leamned froin the
experiences of the wartme “comforn
women™ more. than 50 years ago is thal

nothing fke this must ever occur agsln. We who are living today must
remain constantly vigilant to assure that 1t does not, Efforts 1o prevent
the past ftom repeating hsell, implemented simultancously with responses
to the victims' plight, can generate preventive measuies.

For this reason, the AWF engages actively in projects aimed at pro-
tecting the dignity of women taday as well. It eiganizes Intemational
corlereaces concemning such issues as human tallicking across borders

and child prestitation. lor example, and holds
stminars in various parts of Japan on domes.
tic violen<e and Inker-generational vielence,
[vabso supports NGOs that oppose violence
against women, translates and publishes the
teports of Redhika Coomaraswamy, the UN
Special Rapporieur on Yielenee agatnst
Womsen, cartles out surveys and studies on
violence and human rights, and conducts edu-
catianal activities as neardy as possible from
the victims' perspective,

Asian Women's Fund

2-7-6, Kudan-Minami, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0074, Japan
Phone: 81-3-3514-4071 Fax: §1-3-3514-4072

URL hup:wwwawlorjp

Ms Rosa Henson, the birst Filipina |
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“Violence Against Women — International Trafficking”
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18:30~20:45

(BA% 18:15)

WIRSHY Inteipictalion Ava'lable
BNRME  Freo Admission

B BRGNS AR T Y
We appreciale yous advance reservaton.

B iHikR Keynote Speaker
HEEOAHLY - BRUARE, FitET & R
F  Yoko HAYASHI SN bl ISR AU L
HFRL-TOTFTRREGBEEMRER - - .
Attormey at Law, Advisory Committee of the AWF f-,?({r:,"g*,{’ ];y Fir:%apphcauon, please contactthe Asian

Tel03-3514-4071  Fax:03-3514-4072
e-maitdignity@awf.orjp & htip:fiwww.awl.orp
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12 min., Walk from Shibuya Slation, JR Yamano!e line, Tokyu-Toyoko line,

Keio-Ingkashira line
fmin., Walk from Ornolesando Station Exit - B2, Ginza line, Chiyoda line, Hanzomon line
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