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~ Slave-laborers win redress
in landmark court ruling

NI 3ATA (Kyedo) The
Niigala Distriel Court or-
dered the state and a
Japangse company Fri-
“day lo pay ¥88 illion in
‘compensation o Chinese

~who served as slave-la-

borers in Japan during
World War 1. '

It is the first time for a Jap-
anese court to ovder hoth the
state and a {irm to pay comn-
pensation for wartime slave
labor. A Fukuoka District
Courl ruling In 2002 did uphold
a compensation claim, though
it only ordered the defendant
firm to provide redress.

Presiding Judge Noriyoshi

- Katano acknowledged that the
Chinese were {orced to perform

Slave-laborers win landmark redress

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
eryone who supporled his
cause, :

Bven alter returning to Chi-
na, he was treated as a {raitor
for having worked in Japan,
he said.

The government claimed
the country’s law at that time
exempted the state from com-
pensation claims. It also
clabmed exemption on the ha-
sis that the statute of limia-
tions had passed. The defense
team for Rinko Corp. also at-

gued {hat'the 20-year slatute”

had expired.

In Tokyo on Friday, Deputy
Chlef Cabinet Secretary Hiro-
yukl Hosoda reitorated the
government's position on such
compensation,

“The government does net
itend te pay individual com-
pensation,” he said, adding
thal the right to seek suchre-
dress does not exist after Ja-
pan and China signed the 1072
Japan-China Joint Communi-
que.

Government sources sald

hard labor under poor condi-
tions for the Niigata-based hav-
bor transporl company Rinko
Corp., adding that the defen-
dants failed to comply with
their chligatlon to ensure sofe
working conditions.

The judge dismissed the de-
fendants' urguments that the
20-year statute of limitations
on the case had passed.

Applause filled the court-
room when the decision was an-
nounced, with some plaintiffs
and supporlers shedding tears
over the landmark ruling.

“Phis is o historic deecision,”
said one supporier who at-
tenided the court session.

But later Friday, senior
Justice Ministry officials
called the riling “unaccept-
able” and indicated the state
will soon file an appeal,

they especially take issue
with the fact that Friday's
ruling rejects the understand-
ing that the state is not obli-
fatcd to pay compensation
or the illegal actions of civil
secvants,

uThe distrlet courl has
goverturncd s‘or‘nethinE that
has been recognized by the
Supreme Court,” one senior
Justice Ministry official said.

Some experts agreed. Iku-
hiko Hata, a lecturer of mod-
ern history at Nihen Universi-
ty, sald the ruling “lacked
common sense.”

“It seems that in recenl war- -

time compensation awsuits,
there is an increasing number
of judges who look for lame
reasons so that the plaintiffs
can win damages,” lie said.

According o the lawsuil,
the plaintiffs were foreibly
brought from China to Japan
in 1944 and {orced to carry out
tagks such as carrying coal at
Niigata port.

They received Hitle food,

were abused and were not pa_l(il.4_

Fhe ruling runs counter to
verdicts in stmilar tawsuils
that relected such compensa-
tion demands, and some gov-
erumenl officlals said it ran
against judicial precedent.

“'he plaintiffs - - 10 forraer
slave-taborers and two rela-
tives of a deccased laborer —
had demanded that the govern-
ment and the company poay
¥275 millien in redress, claim-
ing (heir being forcefully taken
from China to Japan was "an
illegal act conducted jointly by
Japan and the company.”

The plajntiffs said the Japa-
nese government and the
company had an obligation to
consider their safety. :
- One of the platntiffs, 83-
year-old Zhang Wenbin, had

previously said, “I want the .

Japanese governmenl and

During the war, about .
39,000 Chinese were brought |
to Japan and lorced to work.

On March 23, the Sapporo
District Court rejecled an
Y850 million damages suit
against the Japanese govern-
ment and six companles filed
by 43 Chinese who were
forced to work in coal mines
and at censkruction siles in
Hokkalde during the war,

In a similar Jawsuit in 2002,

the Fukuoka District Court
ruled for the first time thal -
the Japanese government and

a mining company hoth com-
mitled a eritne in using war-

_time slave labor.

"But the cour! ordered only
the company lo pay.compen-
sation and excluded tho stafe,
agreeing with lhe govern-

- ment’s argument that it can-

nol be held responsihble.
Rinke Corp. was estab-
lished In 1905, has capital of
¥1.95 billion and Is engaged in
harbor transportation and

-teal eslate, according to its

Web site,

companies (o [ace history,
compensate and apologize.”
Zhang had alse demanded
compensation over his expo-
sure to radiniion from the
1945 U.S, atomic bombing of
Hiroshima, where he had
heen jailed by authoritics.
He continues to suffer from
radlation illnesses and bis 49-

year-oid son listened lo the!

ruling in his place. .

“My father had said that it
would probably be difficult te
win,” his son said ofler the
ruling, “! am glad le have
been able to hear a winning
verdict while my (ather is still
alive.” _

Another - plaintiff, Wang
Chengzhi, 76, sald he was
filled with emotion, and all he
eould say was thank you lo ey-
EONTIHUED ON PAGE 3
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