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Reducing violence against women

* speclal research group on violence against woni-

en, set up by the government’s Council for Gender

. Equality, has compiled a veporl calling for fur-
ther counternieasures, including tovugher penal-

- ties, to deter rape and other sex crimes, which
are on the inarease. The report calls for a parctial cevision of
the Criminal Code that would, for example, impose a heavier
minfmum Punishmcnt for rape by raising the current prison
sentence of two years or more lo three years or more. '

Crinte is a falthiul reflection of patholegy in a society, The
frequent necurrence of sexual erime signals a loosening of the
basie athical values of socicty and the family. Stricter punish-
ment is certainly one means of checking this trend, but what is
more important is to bhuild a social environment that does not
tolerate saxual crine, .

At the research group’s hearing, some representatives of ¢it-
izens’ groups said a sentencs of three years or more is too light
for the crime of rape and urged heavicr punishments. Recent
court records, however, show that about 40 percent of the pris-
on sentences handed out are {or three or four years, so the ree-
ommendation is probably along the right lines.

“Phe research group’s repert also calls for new legislation to
prohibit the illicit taking of pholographs with camera-equipped
nobile phones. The pesting on the Internet of photographs tak-
en in this way is becoming a serious problem that reqitires ef-
fective countermeasures, Al the moment, offenders ofien are

arrested merely for viclating nulsanee-prevention ordinances

under which penilties are relatlvely light.

In February the Justice Ministry asked its Legislative Council
to study the rationale for tougher punishiments for sexual and
“airocigus” crinmes, including the Introduction of an indefinite
prison sentence, or a sentence of six year's or more, for group
rape. The report by the research group, therefore, is in step with
moves by the government to gel tough on these crimes.

Still, the recovery or preservation of public erder cannot he
realized only by handing down longer prison terms. As lhe re-
port points out, violenee won't decline unless aclivities such as
- public educational campalgns and school programs on human
rights are strenuously proemoted and carried out.

In addition, the report proposes strict controls on obscene

ST,

magazines, compuler software, videos and Internel home-
pages. H such vegulations aretaken too far, though, Lhe danger
exists that thoy will Infringe on freedom of cxpressivn in the
media, so the government must give careful thoughl (o casw-
ing that the proposed remedies are hatanced, :

In addition to these government moves, a group of Dict mem.
bers from the House of Councilors has drafted a bill to

_strengthen protections under the Law for Prevention of Spou-

sal Violence, Three years have passed since this law was:
acted. Through last year, family courts had issucd abouts . 0
proteclion orders, which may prohibit a violenl spouse from
approaching a victim for six months. :

The revision bill is aimed at making these prolection orders
more effective and extending the shicld for potential victims,
Under the bill, it would become possible for the family court Lo
issue a protection order if a viclim is in donger of suflering fur-
ther violence from a former spouse following a divorce. Chil-

_dren, too, would become subject Lo the law's prelection as the

former spouse would be prohibited frem approaching them as
well. When this revision bill passes the Piet, family prolections
are expected to improve considerably. ’

The research group’s proposals to streagthen penalties for
sex crimes ang to tighten controls on child prestitution and hu-
man trafficking are alimost the same as those called for by in-
ternationa] organizations. :

Last year, as a resull of lts investigatlon of o Japanese gov-
ernment report, the U.N. Commitice on Elimination of Dis-
crimination Against Women calted for tighter controls to pre-
vent violence against women, but the homework assigninents

- suggested hy Lhe commiltee have not been coinpleted. For ex-

ample, the committee’s conclusion recommended that Japan
ratify the optional protocgl Lo-the Convention on the F,llni }'
tion of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women. But'v.e
government dislikes the fact that the protecol will enable na-
fionals of member countrles to seek the committee's assis-
tance; so it has avolded ratifylng it so [ar. :
The government does not want to be bound by the decisiens

of an international organization. In this day and age, though,

we need proper counfermeasures that arc strong enough to
stand up lo international scrutiny. .
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Volunteer offers consultation

Sla'fv\li‘.m‘

. KOBE --- A volunleer proba-
tion olflcon and courl inley-
preter i Kobe has begun a
telophone consultation ser-
vice for foreign women irvaf.
ficked to Japan and forced in-
to prostitulion.

. Yukiko Oishi will tend both 3%

& sympathetic ear and practi
¢al advice to such women,
mainky Asian women in wesl-
ern Japan, up to and includ-
g assisling them with find-
ing !eﬁal representation,

- Oishi, a cowl interpreter in
thc Kanisal region and volun-
teer probalion officer for the
city of Kobe, has been involved
in domestic cducalwnal issues
for four decades. She also owns

“her own English schobl.

. Through her work as a
gourt inlerpreter these past
seven years, often with for-

¢ign women who have been

exploited, she came to recog-
nize the severily of the prob-
lem of women who have been
trafficked to Japan.
. “The trafficking of women,
particularly Asian wonen
and girls, is a huge business
hers, mainly because Japan
does not have any laws thal
ban the traflicking of people,”
Oishi said. )
_ There are no official statis-
tics on the numaber of foreign
women who are trafficked to
Japan c¢ach year. Human
tights' groups have varying
estimales, ranging from
75,000 to 200,000 yearly.
Many of thé women are
duped by brokers who teli
them they witl be working as

" wailresses or sonié other oth-

er legitimale job. Others,

however, accordmg to anthro-’

pologists *who ‘have re-

searched the human traifick. -
fig issue, are aware of what -

they: arg gelting: }nto,‘ do-se -

o women trafficked to Japan

By BRIC JOMNSTON

" MANILA — Yukiko Oishl meets In January with boys at s Mﬂﬁlia-;

area juvenile detention Cenler. PIOI0COUATLSY EF NKKOLISH

plight, but nonetheless find

the siluatlon in Japan worse.

than expected.

“Virluallty all of these bro-
kers are associated with the
yakuza, Japanese police may
c¢rack down on a broker after
it can be proved he forced the
woman into prostitution,”
Oishi said. “But because Ja-
pan has no laws against {raf-
ficking, they can do little to
prevent the broker -from
bringing women Into Japan in
the firsl place.”

Although Oishi's telephone
consuliation service will be
open lo all {oreigners, she has
a particular interest in Philip-
pine women.

In January, she traveled to
Manila with a group of Japa-
nese volwiteer probation offi-
cers, visiting youth correc-
tional institutions, and meet-
ing with juvenile delinquents,

- educators and lawmakers.

"Il was an eye-opening ex-
perience because 1 learned a
lot about how male and fe-
mile juvenile delinguents are
cated for. It gave me good in-
sight inte the secial and eco-

~15-

ressons why wonmcn flom the

Phifippines arce trafficked te
Japan,” she said.

Those who citll Oishi will bc
asked lo explain how lheyJ

came to Japan, their work
conditions, and what help, if
any, they have aheady
sought. Oishi said her jobisto
both listen to their troubles
and offer linlroductions to oth-
er volunteer supporl groups
and legal assistance. -

While Oishi speaks only
Japanese and English, she
has a nelwork of friends and
colleangues who are fluent in a
variely of Asian languages
and ave willing to help.

“The purpose of setting up
this hotline is to have these
wonten come forward volua-
tarily, before they end up be-
ing further abused or arrest-
ed. Right now, I'm the only
person operating the hotline.
Bul the problem is too big to
ignore and somebody has to

take the first step loward

solving it,” Qishi said.

For mace rrfa-msrroﬂ o consutaions,
cortact Yukike Olshi, In Japansse o
Engish, 2 {078) 581-0644. Thera ae no’

el howrs for ihe hoting, bl cails shou'd

regqr;op;rc-t hom;c. condmons behmd the,,. se paced before 1§ ,pm,,,U s ;a,;
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Sexually abused kids suffering in

Victims have J_mrd time turhing to, turning in parents, and laws fall short

By SHINYA AJiMA .
YOKQNAMA {Kyodo) The girl
remained silent for four years

before Lelling her wiother that

she had been sexvally abiused
by e steplather sincé she
was 18 yeors old.

Bul lier mother refused 1o
believe what she clalmed.

The ghrd then sought kelp at
a child consultatien oflice
theough her Junior high sclioo!
leacker. In a few days, the
stepfather admitted to con
mit{ing the abuse when con-
fronted by stall.

The consultation office
pushed Lhe mother to file vape
charges with police agalust
her husband. Bul she did not
want lo se¢ the family break
up and the office could not
bring the case lo cowrl &n be-

_half of the vietlm due to legal
constealnis.

The couple are pow sepa.
rated. The girl is living with

her mether and being treated

by a psycho-thtmpist.

This case Is typical, accord:
[ng 1o & receal survey on sex-
val abuse conducted by the
Kanagawa Préfectoral Cen-
tral Children's Guldance Or.
tice, which refecs to the hid.
den Problem a8 ‘'stlenl
2buse,” because its vulneza-
ble and young viclims are so
hesitant to come {orward.

Among the 36 sexaal abuse
cases liled with the office dur-
Ing a three.year geriod
through March 2003, 23 were
contmitted by the vicltirns' [a-
thers, thowgh oaty two of the
pecpelraiors wece found
guilty in court.

The study, which was car
vied out throughowt Kanaga.
wa Prefecture, except in the
tnajor clties ol Yekohama
snd Kawasakl, is Whe Mest of

Its kind conducted by an ad-
ministrative body.

“We aie required ko recog-
nlze the siluadion aore care.
fully than wa did belore,” sald
Toshihiko Tsuchihashi, head
of the oifice. "Sexual ahuse
can be the.most physically
and mentally dataging form
of abuse™

He noted shat it ¢an hove
lasting eflects on the victins.
“Alter growing up, victims
have Hashbacks ol Weir or-
deals n siusple Incldents such
35 belng touched by a boy-
Iriend. Huce they are cemind-
ed, in most cases, thay ave no
longer able o slop thinking
about it and gradually sulfer
feom raental instability ™

All of the victims i the sur-
vey were girls aged belween 3
and 17. The highest numbecs
of cases invoived the ages of
12 and 15, at six each, fof-
lowed by age 8 with four
€ases.

Mast hizd been adbused by
their fathers, including 13

abused by their biological fa- -

thers, nine by adoplive fa.
thers and gne by a stepfather.

The remalndng 13 cases in-
volved thres common-law
fwshands of the mether, three
older brothers, thres grandfa.
thers ond one oider brother.
in-law,

The abusers' ages were be-
tween 30 and 39 In 1k cases,
with 40 and 43 in eight coases.

In 28 of the cases, the abuse
involved lauching and fon-
dling. It #3calated to sexual
inlercoucse Ip s2ven cases,

Many of the victlms came
{rom vlolent or unstable
komes. in nine of the cases,
The miothers were repotled to
be victims of domestic vio-
fence, and in 11 ¢ases the par«

HEALTi! MINISTER Chikara Sakaguchl bows as the House of
Councilts passes the amended Child Abuse Prevention Law

on Aprit 7, wi000maio -

erils did not get atong.

Mothers were found Lo be
extrenmely economically or
meatzlly depeadeat In nine
cases.

Tsuchihashi noted that sex.
uol abuse victims tend Lo hesi.
tate Lo reveal their plight. But
when they do, their mothers
or mhers they look {6 for help
often ignore them ot do ol
batieve Lhem.

Mothors took action tn 14
cases [mmediately after they
found out aboul the abuse.
But In séven cases, they re-
acled at {irst ond then chose

~17-

Lo ignote the blem, and in
«ight €ases they completaly
lfnored their dauvghter's
clalms or punished the yic.
tims for Viylng.” .

The oflice’s study slresses
the nend to ralse awareness
aboot the problem, especially
among child-care authorities
and people who have close
conlaci with children, and
calls for selting up a legal
framework 30 criminal
chiarges can be fited on behalf
of victims

[ Jagan, problers ingide
the home have been tradition.

s

silence

aliy repacded as a {amily
matter asd {herefore police,
reightors and school authori-
tles are refuctant lo get in-

volved if parenls deny wiong- -

dolng has ceowred.

Usnder the cwerend Child
Abuse Prevention Law, au-
thorities -~ including police
#nd chitd wellare officers --
cannol eater a» home weie
abuse is suspecied 10 be o0
curting without parental per-

- sufsslon,

But the faw hos recently
been cevised to give authori.
lies more power 1o puisue
albusers. The revised law,
which takes effect ia October,
will require citizens Lo report
suspected abuse te aulhori-
ties, even Il they have no di-
reci evidence bul see signs
suth as bruises or abnorimal
behavior,

Yictims (ace another moajor
burdle under the cursent law
in that onlr they or their pas-
ents caa lils charges. n most
cases, the victims refuse lo
take this route foc a variefy of
rexsons, including the fear of
seeing o parenl acrested,

“bringing shame lo the family

or having 1o testily In courl.

“That’s natueral. But we
must deal with this problem,”
Tsuchirashi said. The reporl
meanwhile notes the “iimit-
ed” oplions thal child-care au-
thorilies have at their dispos-
al to pursue charges against
abusers. .

The repart alse calls on au-
thorities to trafn teachers ta
Identity victims guickiy, and

urges child consultation offic.,

&s to impiove their interview

“skitls, and parents - 23pe

claily mothers — to pay mure
attenlicn te children’s pleas
for betp.

b e bk =
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