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Japan Times (26 )

c,“\ill RTAINERS' FORCED INTO I’ROSIIIUHON

Pcanel advocates law to prote ot 1raﬂickmg vnctlms

By AKFM] NAKAMURA
S1aM wior

Japan should enact a law to
protect and support victims of
human trafficking, most of
whom are young {emales
forced Into the sex lrade after
they arrive in the couantry,
participants said during =
‘Tuesday evening symposium
in Tokyo. -

Sumike Shtmizu, a former
House of Councilors member
who has Ion worked on the
issue, said that _revising the
Penal Code to increase the
punishinent. for people con-
vicled of trafficking someone
into Japan' is not cnough lo
combat the problem,

HMost of the victims of hu-
main trafficking have been
haundled as criminals who {lle-
gally stayed or worked in Ja-
nan. Afterward, they have
.5 2cn deporicd to thelr home
o countries,” she said, “It's un-

P10

" fair treatient” fo: the vie-
tims, who were for ced into
their pligit. '

~'fhe law should be able to
proteet victims' vights and ai-
low them te oblaln assistance,
including shelter and care to
recover from physical and

- psychological damage, she

said,

The govermment Is planning
to revise the Penal Code to
create a néw criminal charge

“targeting human trafficking

next year, [t will aiso tighten
its visa scrcening of foreign
women entering Japan as
dancers and singers as pact of
an efforf to crack down on the
problem.

The hwnan trafflckmg sity-
ation in Japan is getling
worse, according to Filiping
and Thal experts who took
part in the symposium, which
was organized by the govern-
ment-backed Aslan Women’s

Fund. .

an average victim has focced
upon her by her bhroker upon
arrvival in Japan has in-
creased to belween ¥5 miltion
and ¥6 million, from ¥3 wmil-

Cion to ¥4 milliot in the past,

according to two Thai experls
who .work on behalf of traf-
ficking victims,

Women are often forced lo
engage in prostitution to re-
pay these debts, -

Tite number of Phlhppmc'

women who entored Japan on
Yentertainer™ visas doubied to
69,986 in 2002 from 34,237 in
1998, according to the Devel-
opment Action for Women
Network, a nongoverminental
group in the Philippines.
They are usually forced to
work as hoslesses al night.
chubs and often forced to en-

I'm examp[c, most'
Thai woinen whu have been .
trafficked to. Japan are mi-

nors,.and the amount of debt. . MANILA (Kyodu)t\ Jap.m‘k

. pines, team members said.

.nal Code in a bid to craek

gage m prostltutton
Phi!ippines notafied

fact- findmg team on hwnan
trafficking has told Uhilippine
government officials aboul
Japan's plan to crack dowi on
the crime, many of whose vic-
tims come {rowm the hilip-

The {eani of government of-
fictals, including those firom
the I'o:e1g,n Ministey and Na-
tional Police Ageney, cx-
plained to-Manila thal Japan
will submit a bill to the Diet
next spring o revise the Pe-

down on huran trafficking,
they said in a news confer-
eice.

In a meeting with Philip- ;
pine officials, the delegation
suid Japan has strengthencd
measures to protect foref”

women sesking help. t

-
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By AKEMI NAXAMURA
o mrdar

fHaglo Arakl, a i5-year-old
Yokohanta iigh schoot student,
gcrslstenlly icked the chair

il Porzobon was siiting on,
fust to maks m mad.

Such actions can oRen lead 1o
yioience. But what the Canadl
an trstructor of & violence pre.
vention program did instead
was lovk stralght nto Araki's
eyes vl calmiy say he didnt
wani the boy to kick his chale.

Pozzobon was demonstrating
the “solid guy™ mode! ki 2 role-
play In frpat of 70 mals students
at Hakusan High School [n Yo-
kohama's Midoni Ward last
week as of 2 progrant to
man-:ie ear and anger devei.
oped. by the Yancouver-based
advocacy group SafeTeen,

-1 ceality, however, it is dif.
flewlt for many boys 1o be.
coma the solid guy, dué to
what Pozzobon cailed “‘the
code — an unwrittea but
widuogread [deal of manhood
that often Ieads males to et
physicat whea trylng to re.
slye problems,

“If sommbody deks oy chair,

(words ¢omn from) my
" sald Arakd, who laler
the solid guy role. “it wag
that { jeained haw Lo,

i

_otherwise Garn violent., . .
Bullying, sexual harass.
menl and arguments

claf prodierns and are breed.
_ing groursds for yioknoe.

I number of viokent incls
-| deats al public elementary
sehdols, Jundor high schools and
high' scwools sood af 31478 In
fiscal 2003, up 6.2 percent {rom

T eow Education, Culture,

NATIONAL

S N I T e P AR
F-}.‘a-’i nrtaidla £'u"r R R S E‘{') %

uiy f(lstd would Ay before-’
- school students wha

[nvoly. |

ing leensgers are major so-.

Sports, Science and Techiology ,

BN

!

Mindstry, - o,
Schools offer speclat classes

to get students to think sbowd .|

L2 and drugs and téach
Bt thrs o Fow oppocaes
t are iew opportuz:i
for teents o leam usefud verhal
and physical sdls, aucorditg

t educatlon expeds, .

. Ta help schools work oa vie-
leaca prevention, the govern
ment-backed Asian Wemaen
Fund crganized the SafeTeen
workshops -+ carrled ol sep-
argtely o boys and girls ~

#t five high sckools In Tokyo

33 well as o Kanagawa,

Sattama and Qklnawa prefec-
*tures In Seplember, {or the .

{irst time In Japan,
. The SateTeen program,
malnly targedny people aged
between 13 and 15, has bren
earried out at rmora than 200
schools n Canada, and has al-
$0 been introduced to schools
int the United Stales, Nocway,
Kenya, Mexico and Australla.
Ketichl Shioda, a leacher at
Hakusaa In charge of oduca-
tional coungaling, sald leachers -
At his schiook tewd Lo aceplre the
skills to pravent Incidemces of
bullying and violence, :
"There are many high-
are not
good ot ¢ommunicating ‘with
other peoplé,” Shioda said. “[-
think thit weckshop helps stu.
dents lescn’ about the (mpor-

. tince of. Im'o:mln% others

about how thay feel,
In the SaleTeen ram,
o gt o of S e s
erTous ik
atlors — Incl harassy

bullybng, fghts or even date
i, en dal
becom

rape — b .
;_‘1;£ i the verbal and..
na A
o i e s
in rogram separately :o
they tgel sale aboul discuss-
Ing their feelings, sald Anita
Roberts, who coeated the pio-
ram about 2 years ago and
ntroduced the girls’ Yersion
at high schools. | v
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Kids tutored on fear-, anger-management
Role-play workshops offer ways for teens to be solid, and nonviolent

flewlt foc kids to master such
tkilis by slmply attending
workshops, studenls ecan
practica [n minor real-life
contllets, {ncluding argu
menls with slblings, Roborls
sald, adding that gasticipal-
Ing In Just one workshop Is
enpugh {or 3ome,
“Sometimes o glcl will wake
ug 1o the iden that she has the
a5idity o stand up for, her-
sefl,” she sald. “Whea she
wakes up inside, then that ¢an
: be erwuifh 50 that she can be-
have differently.” .
© la lact, 2 Hakusan teacher
sald she was surpeised when
she saw a girl who is qulel in
class volunteer fur a mole-play
M at Roberts’ wotkshop.
. However, just leacning the
skills does not meas alf danger-
ous sittations can ba har
successiully, Roberts sald,
“We are nod teying to say
there are happy answers lo
every conflict,” Including
i - group bullyiny, sha said, “The
most important pact'of that {s
-that even §f the child is
slapped or bullled, on the {a.

self because he was sottd.”
Many teachers who saw the
weorks| at Hakusaa High
- and pactleipated In 2 oneday
SafeTeen workshop in fok
rts sald
fective.

% h » . .

YOKOHAMA, — Canadist Bl Poxtobon provokes 4 student In 197 ¢ducation e
programs are

But schools have a fong way

to go before they can offer

them on a cegular basls, They

need funds and tealaed {n.

Septamber during & SataTeen vioknce-pisvention work shop
(OF BoYS, OB pwaauCMHOTO . .

side he feels good about him-

Usually' the yesslons last
sbout three houty, fotlowed
by 2 ane-hour coeducational
workshop, [n fapan, it was

shoriened to fust % minutes

The key ldea [ the wock-
shopt I to help teens become

- awsre of Lty power o stand
_.up (oe themselves in &
“lul way by groperly dez‘l)i(rés

peaces

with {ear anrg’_an;er, accocd:

ng to . AL
' fﬂthtwrhhop for male

fréshmen at Haxusan High,

for example, Pozzobon dem-
mudm dnrac{er:m—d-
represent ear, anger
wisdom — in role-plays, nam-
ing them the “child," the
"ﬂm;hter‘u" ;ﬁ_{d‘ the solid gu::.he
ram
fole-plays are mma: the
“bilch® and the “wise wom-
an.” The solld guy and the

wise woman characlers are -

bm:dels to s:ww thy best pcs:‘i
optlons (or deatlng with vl
olent situatlons.

Although it milght seem dif.

ml l'.orsK;:aI: Ryuulg?l Ko-
miys, 2 awa prefectur.
al officlsl who works on edu.
<ation apd took gart in the
SaleTeen workshop for aduits
{ast month,

“Some locai governments
have budyeted for vioteace-
prevention programs at ele-
mentary schools” in receat
years, ba sald, noting “we've
gol 1o clear several hugles”
before juntor high and high
schools offer the programs.
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' Q{?’NLLR'.{ AINERS’ FORCED INTO PROS’IHUTION

Panel advocates law to proteéi trafﬁckmg 'vi:chms

E :8ﬂgem prostituhon '. .
‘Ph*”PPInes nolifled )’
MANILA (Kyédo)A Japanese ;

By AKEMI NAKAMURA

SI3M mritee

«Japan should enact a law to

protect and support victims of
- human {rafficking, most of

whom are young females

forced into the sex.trade alter

‘they arrive in'the country,

‘participants sald’ during a-

“Tuesday evening symposium
in Tokyo. -

Sumike Shimizu, a former
House of Councllors member
. who has long worked on the
issue, said thal revising the
Penal Code Lo increase the
punishment for people con-

- victed of trafficking someone

into Japan'Is not enough to
combat the problem,

#*Most of the victims of hu.

man trafficking have been
handled as criminals who ilie-
gally stayed or worked in Ja-

.. pan. Afterward, they have

: " been deported to their home
“ cowitries,” she sald, “It's un-

P70

fair trefltmo t" for the vic-

tims, who were Iorced into
thelr plight. :

The law should be able to
protect victims' vights and al-

low them to obtain assistance,

including shelter and care to
recover from physical and
psychological damage, she
said,

The government is planning
to revise the.Penal Code to
create a néw criminal charge
targeting human trafficking
next year. It will also lighten
Its visa screening of foreign
women entering Japan as
dancers and singers as part of

-an effort to crack dovm on the

problem.

The human trafficking situ-
ation in Japan is gelling
worse, according to Filipino
and -Thai experts who took

part in the symposium, which -

was organized by the govern-
ment-backed Asian Women's

Fund. . For emmple must

Thal women who have :been .
. trafficked to: Japan are mi-
nors;_and the amount of deht.

an average victim has forced
upon her- by her breker upon
arrival in Japan has in-
creased to between ¥5 milllon

“and V6 million, {roni ¥3 mil- -
. lion to ¥4 million in the past,

ac:.ordlni to two Thai experts
who .work on bt.half of traf-
fleking victims,

Women are often forced to
engage in prostitution to re-

.pay these debts.
The number of Phlhppme'

women who entered Japan on
“entertalner” visas doubled to
69,936 in 2002 fromn 34,237 in
1998, according to the Devel:
opmenl Action for Women
Network, a nongovernmental
group in the Philippines.
They are usually forced to
work as hosfesses at night-
clubs and often forced to en-

Jqp% Times (26 )

fadt- finding  lcam on human
teafficking has told Philippine
government offfcials about
Japan's plan to crack down on
the crime, many of whose vic-
thns. come from the Phitip-

- pines, team members said.

The team of government of-
ficials, -inctuding thode from
the Foreign Ministry and Na-
tional Police Agency, ex-
plained to-Manila that Japan
will-submit a bill to the Diet
next spring to revise lhe Pe-

nal.Code In a bid to crack

dewn on human trafficking,
they sald in a news confer-
ence. ’

Ina mceung with Phllip-

- pine officials, the delegation
said Japan has strengthe: 1

measwres to protect ford |
women seeking help.
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_ 2 Yukiko Oihi, a Kobq ‘hased voluuteer probation officer
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E oy y - 2 r
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