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NEWSWEEK December 2004

ADVERTISEMENT

Asian Women'’s Fund Redresses Past Wrongs and
Addresses Current Abuses of Women's Rights

1995 on the Inftiative of the Japancse governmen wit

the primary objective of fulfiling its mosal respon-
stbility towadihe wownc nwhio wete icated as “cotefon woimen”
during World War 1 wnder the former Japanese silliary The
term “comnfort workn”™ nfers 1o women whe weee forced so
cugage i soxual actisity over & perled of thne In “comfon s1a-
thons” established by Japan's mitiary awthoriiles of the dag In
additlon 1o conducting atonement projects to provide 1estity-
tion 10 hese woimen, the AWT was assigned (0 addnss con-
temporary issues involving affronts o womens dignity, inchading
violence against women and other violations of women's ha-
wan rights occuniug in todays anned conflicis.

T Le Asian Wonkws Fand (AWE) was founded in July

Confronting current lssues with bstory a5 a gulde

The AWFS decision to ke up Issues concerning viaks
tlous of wonten's dignivy today, In addition to managing the
atoncment projects, was niade o an environment of glowing
worldwide awarenicss of womens hunan ights following the
end of the Cold War. Ms Kitn Hak Soon of South Kotea and
Ms Rosa llenson of the Philipplnes sicpped forwaid in 1991
and 1992, respectively, to annovnce t{:at ihey were former
“comfors wowen,” and in the Janier year, the use of gang rape
and compulsory pregnancy as 1ools for ethnic leansing in
the former Yagoslavia aoused global outrage.

Women'’s human rights assumed a bigh prolile a1 (ke
United Natians Woild Confercuce on Hinan Righits of 1993,
whose Declaration becaine the first ntermational instrumem
to conncet violence agalnst women explicitly with hunan
rights ¥lolattons. The foltowing year, 5 Special Rapparieus
on Violence against Women was appointed by the UN'Com:-
missiott on Human Rights. Atention was also directed (o
the “comfont woman™ issue, with NGQs taking the initia-
tive, and (he connection between past human righis vieta-
tions ail current issties was iluminaied. ;

Obscrving this swelling worldwide tide of concern, the
AWF iccognized the need 1o confront contempotary women's
Issues, with refetence to the past, as a mission of paniculat
stgnificance.

Exposing unseen issues such as International
frafficking in women :

Int i clforts to coine to terms with the past, the AWF has
{ocused on vlolence against women, seeking out and expos-
ing submerged Issues such as international human traffick-
ing. Although Japan has been 2 country of destination for
human tralfic since the eadly 19805, the Japancse public has
failed to recogmize the forelgn wommen bvolved as victims of
hinnan rafficking. Women have been enshaved, subjected
to physical and sexual abuse and forced fiio prostitatfon by
brokers and gangs, but many whe should have been pro-
tected as victims have been depaned as criminals instead.

The rools of luman trafiicking tn Asia include the spread
of povery due to globatizaton, a widening gap between rich
and poar. the employment of women as migram waskers,
women's fow sockal stalus and fngrained celivses of prosti-
tution and consumpilon. The AWE ks working with Asizn

gavermmnchis and NGOs ta formulate policies 1o protect the viesls® lu-
e kighs, publishing reports an the tesulis and conducting stvdies and

enlightentacnt activities.
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Countering the perception of sexval abgse
a§ 2 pivate matter

Women who are subjected o domestle and sexual vio-
lenee Frequently wemain sifent hecause they conslder thetr
chrcwnstances “shameful,> and parional and local govera-
ments ofien liesiate 10 inwvene due 10 a paivasive view of
sexual violkoree as a private inanter. Breause many abuscd
woinen cunsequently lack the wilk 1o seek judlcial redeess,
prosecutlon ot compensation, socicty bas comtinued to
irivialize or aveilook the abuscs. The AWE has responded by
Jointng members of the UN Sub-Cotmission an the Promo-
tion and Protection of Human Rights and vaher specialists in
Ivestigating the probleis womnen eicountes in judicial sys.
tems and generadag guidelines to couter them.

The AWF cooperates with women's groups and local gov-
cvinenis in conducting wotkshops for counselots to sup-
post vietims of sexual violence and providing support and
awareness enlancament for educailonal institutes and NGOs.
halso surveys the sexual behavier of young peaple, corducis
enlighiennient activitles amoig them and publicizes its find-
ings throvgh the media to enhance public awurengss.

With 1he widespread crapilon of confiicts 100ted $n eth-
nle, religious oF 1egionat dilfeteuices, wmereover, the AWF has
orgdnized workshops since 3997 10 discuss measures for
countcring the accompanying trend toward ingreased sexual
violence against women, and for establishing sysiems to pre-
vent conflicts and provide frameworks for their reselaton.
The AWF also encourages athers 1o try approaches such as
the "AWF System,” which employs public panicipation 10
achicve reconcitiation 2ftcr conflicts, 1ather than selylug en-
tirely on Jegal frameworks.

Expanding the range of wonten's hunan righls

Awareness is prowing today of the nced 1o imegiate the
narrow conventlonal definition of woren's luman righis, or
the 1lght to fieedom ftoin physical violonee, 1nto a broadet
context encompassing every aspeci of the female person. The
tights te seek food, health, education and personal develop-
ment aic chearly galning cicdence as baste women’s hunuan
rights as well.

The AWE promotes the 1ecogaltion and cvoluion of an
apprapriate concept of women's uman rights dirough a wide
range of tojects, including sponsorship of imernatlonal con-
{erences. These activities refect the AVFS commbtment (o
ensuring that women’s human rights are oniveisally secog-
nized, so that no sociciy capable of creating a “comfosnt
WO 3PSLEIN Can ever enrge again.

Awareness poesters focusing on domestle violence
€ "Please den’t bt my mommyl”

€ “Daddy, why are You beating Mommy?

@ Tosay, “| won't foke it anymore] ' is also cowagenis
O Yislence against your wife of glifriead s 3 crime!
© Gethelp acw! Don'l keep the probiem to yowself

Asian Women's Fuand

2-7-6, Kudau-blinami, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0074, Japan

Phone: 81-3-3514-4071 Pax: 81-3-3514-4072

URL hapdiwwweawl.orjp
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