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Abe admits

.telllng NHK
to censor
TV program

_Mock tnal’

~

guilty verdlct_
on emperor
never aired’

Compriod hom Kyodo, staff reports i
Scenior Liberal Demeo-
cralic Party lawmaker
Shinzo Abe admifted.
Wedrniesday that’ he -told

NHK to edit its coverage

of a mock trial that found
Fmpcror Showa guilty'of
war crimes before it was
aired in '2001; raising-

questions. about govern-- -
ment censbrship of lhe .

. medna

" The governmént has denied
that Abe’s conduet constitited:
state interference in public:
‘media;.‘even. though he was
‘députy “chilef Cabinet secre-
tary at the time, -

W 5

ported i tho; Way that the
n!zers wanted it to be, Ilooke-:i
into the matier,” Abe, now.dép- .-
uty LDP. secretary ‘séheral,
sald in & stagemcnt released to

_the media,

“As a result, I found ouf
that the contents were clearly
biased, and told (NHK) that it
should broadeast from a fair

and neutral viewpoint, as It s
- expected 10,” he claimed,
The lawmaker issued the

statement after the dally Asa-

- hi Shimbun reporied Wednes-

day that he and LDP col-
league Sholchi Nakagawa
pressured NHK to edit out
parts of the program,; which

“was afred in January 2001,

Nakagawa Is now minlster
of economy, Lrade and lndus

try.

According to the report
Abe and Nakagawa learnéd of
the contents of the. program
shortly hefore its scheduled
lwoadc:\st nml vhllcd NIK

ot for t.he war: was] Judged;; eoV-

Shlnzo Abe -

exequtives fo ouﬁine thelr ob j
ject ons, .

cjgram part of a scries

pams ra;ponsibility

“ered a mock trib anjz;ad
by civie grotips. llﬁll:ﬁe ;Fial, the
overnment was held res

§f- |- .
le-tor “foreing: - thot isands - of

woinen It sexal sigvery for
Cts e at {rontlmq brothels

si!i;ins

© own discretion. It has denied °
“being pressured by outside -

. Hiroyuki Hosoda said Abe
-and Nakagawa must speak

paper report is frue.

ﬁe’?‘f‘t}glf ohitog ﬂg»ét.h
usl “Known' as’ mpﬁro
o ﬁﬂﬁi ;, qﬁgﬁy of: apﬁm, ,Eng‘
C
‘tionatization of sexual ‘s]a‘\\}
ery. The verdict Was iS§ﬁed in
‘December 2000 s
~*After the meeting NH.ge'd
ited the ribunal's guiity,yer-
dict from the program. twas i
-aired on Jan. 3(, 2001, X
leence A ainst Woinen in |
Wak-Neiwor
charged lhatNHK téred the
-contenits due to pressire from
. rightwing forces. Thf; “Tokyo: |
based: wotnen’s; tights gmup
o o:‘gaxﬂzed the tribpnal,.
- Aceording to the group, l{rr
‘Informatlon related to the
bunal was In the rough cut
_ Lust before the show was
roadeast. This included the
verdict holding Emperor Hi: i
rohito- responsible and tesH.;
mony by survivin ﬁ x slaves,
- and:Japanese s rs who
CONTINUED, 0K PAGE 3 -

apan has|.

2005. 1. {8 J‘AMNTms

-Abc ‘Nakagawa
‘mCddled with NIIK

CONVINUED FROM PAGE1 -~ ;. .
were involved in the slavez ¥,

. 'Fhese scgnients were cuf oul
. of the program, the group

said. NHK claims its editor
removed the fostage at hig

forces.
In responsc to the Asahi re-
port, Chief Cabinet Secretary

for themselves, He said the
government might ask them -
to further explain the matler..
The nation’s broadcasting
law stipulates thece should be
no external Interference with
broadeasters. When asked if
Abe and Nakagawa's actions |
might have infringed on this
law, Hosoda said he has nol:
confirméd whether the pews-

He dismissed the sugges--
tion that Abe’s action could be”
interpreted as government in-,
tervention in the media on the
grounds that Abe was, deputy
chief Cabinet secretary at the,
lime. After -Abe issued his’ .
statement, Hosoda main- =
falned that the governmenl
does not plan to question him..

" He said the government .
does not believe Abe was act-
ing in his capacify as deputy ..

" chief Cabinet sécretary.- . .- >
" . VAWW-Net Japan said Iater !

Wednesday that Abe'’s state-
ment ‘$hows ‘that NHK cen-’
sored the program following .
intervention from politicians.-
“It is a grave violatlon of
the freedom of speech and the ,

" media guarantecd by the Con- :
i

stitution, and runs counter to’ .
the prlnciple of fairness and .
impartiality that NHK claims -,

to respect as a public broad- - ,
caster,” the group said.in a

. statement.

“We strongly protest, that
NHK hat . eovered up the-
facts, and demand that the

‘broadcaster launch a thor-.

ough probe Into how the pro-
gram had been altered and
disclose ail the facts bet'ore
the public,” it said.”. . - ., .
VAWW-Net Japan has. eal;-

“ller -filed a -lawsuit agalnst.

NHK and two productlon -
companies over changes
mage to the program.. ., -
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