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U.S. playwnght takes up ‘comfort women’ cause

NEW YORK (AP) A charlty

founded by Lhe author of “The -

Vagina “Monologues” “will
unch a campaign Monday to
sek an officlal apology and

compensation for women’

forced Into brothels run by the
Japanese mititary before and
during World War I1.

The Japanese government
has refused to provide officlal
compensation for the women,
claiming postwar treaties
dealt with the issue and
courts have rejected several
lawsuits brought by the for-
mer sex slaves known as
“ecomfort women,” ‘

Historlans estimate 200,000

-women, mostly from the Xo-

rcan Peninsula and the Phil-

Ippines but also from China,.

Indonesia and the Nether-

lands, were pressed hito war--
‘time prostitution for millions

of Japanese soldiers statlonad
throughout Asia.

Bve Knsler, whose charlty
V-Day has led several cam-
palgns to énd violence against
women, sald an apelogy by
the Japancse government

. “would be a huge slatement

for the world,”
The women “have such dig-

nity and wisdom and their

_sald,

lives have been hell. They
have not had justice,” :she-

-V-Day began In 1998 on Val-
¢ntine’s Day as a benefit
formanee of Ensler's play,
“The Vagina Monologues,”
which Is based on interviews
with mere than 200 women
about thelr memorles ang ex-

. perlences of sexuality.

By last year, V-Day had
grown to 2,300 benefll -shows
in 76 countries in Murope,

Asia, Africa, the Caribbean

and North America. It has
ralsed more than $26 million
for shelters for baticred wom-
en, rape hotlines, safe houses
In Africa to protect women
from genital mutilation and

‘other causes.

~“The launch of V-Day’s Spot-. .
light Campaign 6n-the comq-’
fort women issue at the U.N.
Plaza Hotel is timed to coin-
cide with a sessioh Ménday of-
the UN: Commission on the
Stalqs ‘of Women.

The global campalgi in-,
cludes’ a pefition” seeking 1
million signatures 10 be pre-
sented to the United Nations,
the construction.¢f miseums

‘in Japan, South-Korea and

TaIWan. demonstratmns m'

LI
_-; »’ it ta '-.

'lhe Nethcrlands, a street{
:march in Talwan, and photo-

exhibits and testimonial
books in Japan, the Phlllp

r- - pines.and Taiwan.

Benefit performances of
“The Yagina Monelogues” in
July In Seoul and Tokyo will
feature the stories of comfort
women with a monologue
written by l:,nsler.

The campaign will culmni-
nate with a day of demonstra-
tions outside "Japanese em-
bassles arcund the world on
Aug. 10,

“We are celebrating the

. fieree splrit and resistance of

fhese women,” Ensler said.
“The comfor{ women are now
speaking out, It is a celebra-

- tion of them.”
.. Ensler waives royalty fees

“tor benefit shows of “Tfic"Va-
gina Morlogues” as long as

" proceeds are donated to stop-

- ping vlolence against wamen
and irls. "

e Vagina Monologués"
has been ‘tranglated-into 35
languages and performed by
stars Inchiding Jane: Fonda,
Winona Ryder, Kylie Mi-
negue, ‘Susan’ Sarandén, Sal-

“ma Hayek and Whoopi Go]d

herg
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Why should history texts be
balanced, Shimomura asks

Kyodo Naws
- Sentor vieo education min-

.isler Hakubun Shimomura.

has erliiclzed the govern-
ment's  history” textbook
sereening guideline that re-
quires historical accounts o
consider the sensibilities of
Japan's neighbors.

The remarks came Sunday
at a symposium In Tokyo,
where Shimomura described
the requirement as a form of
“masochlsm” In historical
views and sald new texts for
use n-junlor high schools
starting In thé 2006 schgol
- year must be compited “n a
proper manner.”

Shimomura, a key figure In

the establishment of a parlia-

‘mentary league in 1997 to re-

view school history texts, ar-
gued that current fexts are of-
ten adopted wunder the
influence of the Japan Teach-
ers’ Unlon working through
unionized {cachers.

The texthook guideline has
been in place since 1982, follow-
ing eriticlsm from Chiha and
South Korca against the educa-
ton ministey for allowlng Japa-

— ————

nese history textbooks (o tone |

down the deseription of Japan's
invasion into other parts of Asia
83 an “advance.”

The guldeline calls for de- :
scriptions in history textbooks

to pay “necessary consider-

- ation in terms of the handling of -

matters concorning modern ;
and eontemporary historic is- .
sues that took place between ®
{Japan and} neighboring Aslan |

countries from the viewpoint of
International understanding
and inlernational cooperation ”

Shimomura sald the supra- -

partisan “parliamentary
league to study the future of
Japan and hislory education”
was crealed as a direct result

_ of the textbook guldeline.

Shimomura, 50, a House of -
Representatives member of |

the Liberal Democratic Par-
ty, became senior vice minls-
ter of the education ministry
in September., '
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gered by North Korea’s kidnap-

ping of its eitlzens, it should al-’

so compensale for. the thou-
sonds of -Koreans forced into
labor or sexual slavery for its
wartime army, South Korea's
president sald Tuesday.

|for sex-slave, f

SEQUL (AP) If Japan Is an-

President Roh Moo Hyun's -

cormparison of the two issites
still volling relations between
Japan and lhe two Koreas
came during hls nationally
televised speech marking the

- anniversary of a bloody uprls-

Ing In 1919 In which Korean
demonsirators protested Ja-
pan’s colonial rule, -

“I' fully understand the Jap-
anese people's anger gver the
abduction issue,” Roh sald.
“In the same light, Japan

must put Itself in the Koreans’

shoes and uiderstand the an-
ger of our people who suffered
thousands and tens of.thou-

sands times as much pain

over such issues as forced la-
bor and comfort women.”
Historians eslimate 200,000
women, mostly from Korea
and the Philippines but also
from China and other Japa-

nese-occupled parts of ‘Asla,

were forced Into prostitulion
for Japancse soldlers.

*“In order for the relations be-
tween the lwo eoumtiies (South
Korea and Japan) to develop,
the Japanese government and

~ SOUTH KOREAN Presid

|Roh tells Japan to sincerely apologize
orced labor misdeeds-

GEE Ny

ent Roh Moo Hyu-n"deliv

Tuesday at an event in Seoul marking the country's Indgpen-

dence Movement Day.  apHono

people need to make sincere ef-

forts,” Roh said. )
“Japan must make ‘the

truth of the past known, and

offer sincere apologies and if

necessary, pay cempensa- -
tion. Onl;y then ¢an we be rec-
onclled.” -

in Tokyo, Prime Minister
Junichiro Kolzumi repeated
that Japan and South Korea
have agreed on a future-ori-
ented friendship, ~

“We have agreed to niove

forward in a future-oriented
manner while reflecting on his-
tory, so il's betler to conslder
mulual friendshi;_) In a forward-
looking manuer,” Kolzuml told
reporters afler Rol's speech
earlier In the day. '
Kolzuml said, “He must be

thinking of domestic situa-

tions as well as friendship
with Japan. As the president,
I think he has made the re-
marks based on those view-
points.”

[rey
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