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2005, 3,29, JAPANTIMES

Rowl; VOWS to fi

Compied hom AP, Kyodo

SE0UL — South Korea will
“do everythlng lf can” to re-
verse what It alleges are Ja-
pan’s attemrls {o justify its
past colonlal rule, South Ko-
roan Presldent Roh Moo
Hyun sald Wednesday in his
strongest sthtemont yet over

the territorial dispute and -

seliool texthooks,

Relatlons belweon Tokyo
and Seoul have soured In re-
cent weeks since the Shimane
Prefectural Assembly de-

clared a speclal day to mark
Japan's claim {o a group of
South Korea-controlled islots
situated between the {wo
countries, '
» 'Theislets, which are nearer
to South Korea, are known as
Takeshima in Japan and Tok-
do in the Koreas, '
South Koreans, whe were
under Japanese colonial rule
between 1910 and 1945, are al-
s0 harshly critical of Japan’s

-history textbooks, which have

been criticized for whitewash-

ght Japan’s claim to dizéi)uted isles

ing the couniry's wartime
past, :

"We have cono to a situga-
tion where (these actions)
can no lenger he overtfooked,”
Roh wrole Wednesday in a
niessage addressed fo South
Korean cltizens,

South Korea’s government
"can no longer overlovk (Ja-
pan’s) move to justify sts his-
tory of Invasion and occupa-
tlon and Its intention to real-
fze hegemonism again,” Roh
said in the message, posted on

his Wob site. “Ihe govern-
ment will do overything it
can,” ho said, flrst asking Ja-
pan to correet lis recent aets, |

Japan's lerritorial elaim to i
the Islets has stirred up in- ?
tense and deep-rocted South
Korean sentiments against
Japan,

The islets and history text-
books are only the mosl re-
cent tlash points botween (he
twa conntrics,

Tokyo and Seoul have al:}-' ‘.

CONTIRVED O PAGE 2

e T AT b ] b A T, 11 e A B gl S . i e |

Roh vows to fight
claims to islets

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 _
sparred over Prime Minister |
Junichire Kolzumi's visils to |-
Yasukunl Shrine, which |
honérs war criminals as well
as Japan’s war. dead. Roh [i
criticized 'the vislts Wednes?
day as a practice that “dam-
ages the truth of apologies by
, past Japanese leaders,»

Roh also sald earlier this
month that Japan should
compensate thousands of Ko-
reans who were forced into la--
bor or sexual slavery for the.
Imperial Japanese Army dur- |
Ing World War I3, . - -1

. In.Tokyo, Japanesé govern- . |:
ment officials would not makeé |:
speciffc: comment$ on Roh's
strongly worded message.

!'"We have yet to be in-
formed of defails” of Roh's |
message, Deputy Chief Cabi-
net Secretary Seiken Suglura
told & news conference.

A top official of the Forelgn
Ministry who requested ano-
nymily seemed perplexed by
Roh’s statement, saying: *1
cannot comméent on it for now
as I cannot understand with [.
what kind ‘of intention and
against what kind of back-
ground jt was released, “It
containis nothing ~concrete
suggesting what South Korea

wants Japar te do.”
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