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THE HAGUE, Netherlands
{AFP-JIiD) Dutch vietlms of the
Japanese occupation of Indo-
nesia, a former Dutch colony,
have called for a meeting
with Prime Minister Junichi-
ro Kolzuml when he visits the
Netherlands on Monday, it
was reported Friday,

Japanese Ambassador Lo
the Netherlands Kyojl Koma-
chi has aiready sald that Ko-
fzumi will not have time to

meet the members of the
Foundation Japanese Debt of
Honor, hut Instead invited
them for a meeting Monday
at the embassi;. : :

The foundatlon, which rep-
resents the more than 90,000
Duich victlms of the Japa-
nese occupation of Indonesia
during World War I1, wants to
discuss the possibitity of repa.
rations for their suffering

_during the war. -

2005 5.1 JT.
Dutch victims of occupation want to meet Koizumi

"We wanted to make clear to
the prime minlster that apolo-
glies for the suffering during
the war are not enough. We

 want Japan to come up with [i-

nancial compensation,” sald
the group's chalrman, J. van
Wagtendonk,

In the last 12 years the foun-
dalion has offered 125 peti-
ttons to the Japancse BEmbas-
sy in The Hague. ‘

“In ail these years we have

never received any reaction,”s
Van Waglendonk sald,

No Hu talks in Russla]

BEIJING {Keuters) Chincse’
President. Hu Jintao has neo
plans for private talks with
Prime Minister Junichiro Ko-
tzumi when the two visit Mos-;
cow In May lo mark the Bi}!hi
anniversary of Nazl Germa-!
ny's defeat, a senior Chiese!
ofticlal said. I
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Remorse shown for war, but no time to meet ex-POWs

AMSTERDAM (Reutors) Pelime
Minister Junlchiro Kofzumi
apologized Monday for the
sufforing and paln the Japa-
nese military inflicted on
thousands of Dutch priseners

" during World War 11,

"Humbly accerling the fact
that Japan inflicted grave
damage and pain on people of

rid
War 11, we would like to deep-
by reflect on this and ofler a
heartfelt apology,” Koizumti
teld Dutch Prime Minister
Jan Peler Balkenende, ac-
cording to a Japanese offlclal.

Kolzuml was it Amsterdam
on the last leg of a six-day tri
that took him to India, Pakl-
stan and Luxembourg.

Japan's warllme actions
have contlnued to mar its in-
ternational relations desplte
repeated apologias, - which
countries such as South Korea
and China'say have not been -
backed up by action,

Al an”Asia-Africa summlt
in Jakarta last month, Kolzu-
mf. niade an unusually rare
public apolegy for Japan's
wactlme dtrocities. The move
came just as relatlons be-
tween Japan and China sank

following three weekends of
somelimes violent anti-Japan
demonstrations throughout

. China last menth.

An estimated 14,000 Dutch

soldiers and elvillans were

held by the tmperial Japanese
Army {n the Dutch East Indies,
now Indonesia, during the war,
Teéns of thousands of Brit-
ish, Americans, New Zea-
tanders and Australians were
also held by the Japanese,
and many died In caplivity al-
ter suffering cruel {reatment
in concentration camps,
Many former prisoners
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.to thelr worst state In decades -

‘pan showld com
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PRIME MINISTER Junichico Kolzuml mests Dutch Queen Bea-
trix at the royal patace, Huls Ten Bosch, in The Hague, Nether-
lands, on Menday, seurersphoro - :

have filed lawsults In Japan
demanding an apology and
compensatlon {rom the gov.
ernment for ‘such mistreat-
ment as forced {abor and tor-
ture they sald they suffered.

Bul Japan has held that it is
nat liable for compensation
because all World War II
claims were settled in 1951 un-
der the San Franclsco peace
agreements,

Asked whether Japan should
compensate the Dutch former
PCOWs, Kolzuml said: *Qffl-
cially, the issue on whether Ja-
te has al-
ready been settled through the
San Franciseo peace trealy
and a bilateral treaty. :

“But hecause the issue in-
volves the feelings of the peo-
ple of the Netherlands, we
should resotve this by having
forward-looking talks an
deepening the  bflateral
friendship.” ]

Kolzumi also expressed his

ratitude Lo the Netherlands
or providing security for 550

Japatiese troops stationed in -

the city of Samawah on a non-
combat mission to help re-
build war-torn Iraq,

The Netheriends completed
the withdrawal of iis
from Iraqg in March.

Sarry, too busy

LUXEMBOURG (Kyodo) For-
mer-Dutch prisoner of war and
other vietims of Japan's war.
Hine aggression reguesied a
méeting Monday with visiting
Prime Minister Junichiro Ko
fzumi, but the meeting did not
materiatize due to Kolzumi's
Light schedule, the Dutch press
agency ANP reporied.

“As the prine minlster has
only a few hours to spend In
Holtand he will have no time
for a meeting,” Japanese Am-
bassador o the Metherlands
Kgoji Komachi sald. "We invit-
ed represenlatives of the
Dutch Compensation Fund to
the embassy to discuss the
matter." ]

The Honorary Delds Foun-
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datlon groups all victlms of J'a.-.
an's military a
ng World War 1l and Is tryin

to get moral and financlal

- compensation from Japan, |
Slnce its start-in 1990; the |.

fund has recelved more than |-

80,000 claims from victlms
and thelr refatives living in 70
countries, It has sent 125 peti-

tlons delailing requests from |
tha viclims {0 the Japanese |-

government.

“We have not golten any re’ ;

action yet to all the petitlons.

we handed over,” foundation:],
Chairman Van Wagtendonk |

said, adding an apology 1s not_

enough. “Fluanclal compensa-’|.

tion should be made as well.”

Is Japan glving In?:

PARIS (AFP-JIj) Japan Is'|"
Erepared to discuss the possi- |-
Hity of bullding the revolu- |

tionary ITER fusion reaclor®
in -Europe, the Eudropean
Union ‘presidency said Mon-:
day. - - L
“Japan has a%reed to dis
‘cuss the possibillly of -having!
ITER in Euruf)e, If need be,’
something which previously
had been impossible f{or
them™ to discuss, Jeannot
Krecke, economics minister
of Luxembourg, which holds

the rotating EU presidency,-| .

told reporters. o

*So we have high hopes that
we could arrlve at an agree-
ment In a few.weeks,” he sald,

while backing Japan, “have
also declared themselves
open to any accord belween
the EU and Japan.”

Krecke also sald the Europe-
ans sensed “at least an opening
of minds that we have not seen
ui:\ to now” in the Japan-EU
discusslons over the Interna-
tional Thermonuclear Exper-

resslan dur |,
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Police either made arrests
In or turned over to prosecu-
tors 79 cases of alleged hu-
man-trafficking involving for-
eign women forced into the
sex industry or other forms of
exploitation last yéar,
- The National Police Agency
sald Thursday that the latest
figure, up 28 from the previ-
ous year, is the highest since
the agency .began using a
more comprehensive format
to complle statistics on hu-
man-trafficking in 2001. . -

The 79 cases netted 58 traf-
ficking suspects, up 17 from
the previous year, and 23 bro-
kers, nearly three limes as

2006.4.19 J.T.

Human-trafficking at record 79 cases :
but number more likely in thousands

many as the previous year,

Seventy-seven foreign wom-
en were viclims of human-traf-
ficking In the cases, down six.
The vicims were found work-
ing In such places as hosless
bars and strip joints.

By country, the largest
grou F of women came from
Thailand, at 48, followed by

--the Plﬂli;;ﬁmes Colombia and

Talwan, the report says.

In one case, a Thai {een was
forced into the sex trade to pay
off her ¥5 million debt.

The cases are believed to be
just the tip of the iceberg. Hu-
man rights groups and ré-
searchers estimate thopsands
of women, mostly from poor

parts of Asia, are trafficked in-

to'Japan évery year and forced

to work in the sex trade.

Japan came under interna-
tional pressure last year to'
combat human-trafficking af-

ter the U.S. State Department

" issued a report in Jung-slam.
ming Japan's efforts to: crack:

down ¢n-the problem. =

Tokyo subsequently é.dopt:

ed a plan’ to combal human-
trafficking in December.

As Japan has no specific

laws against human-traffick-
Ing, police have to use other
laws related to immigration,
prostitution, employment se-
curity and other areas to com-
bat the problem: . .
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