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PRYIE-2005, November 25, 2005

Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

__ Japan commends 3 Filipino outstanding fadies
o an “Comfort Women issues”

Embassy of Japan's Ambassador Ryulchiro Yamazakl extended his
despest regards to the three Filipino outstanding ladles for their great
contribution to the success of aclivities of Aslan Women's Fund (AWF). The
awardees are the Hon, Ma. Merceditas N. GUTIERREZ, Chief Presideniial
Legal Counsel and former Undersecretary of Justice; the Hon. Belinda G,
MANAHAN, former Undersecretary of Social Welfare and Development; and the
Hen. Lourdes G. BALANON, former Undersecretary of Social Welfare and
Development. The commendation ceramony Is held at Ambassador's Residence
in Makati City on November 24, 2005 with the presence of Ms. Mizuho Matsuda

( of AWF,

—

The AWF was established in July 1995 as a private-sector iniliative with
the full support of the Government of Japan, The fund's primary aim was to
extend atonement and suppor to those who suffered as “warime comforl
womnen.” In the Philippines, In spite of the difficulties anticipajed because of the
delicate nature of the Issues'involved, AWF aclivities” were successfully
implemented through the devoted efforts of the Task Force, in which Secretary
Gutlerrez, former Undersecretary Manahan and former Undersecretary Balanon

played very Important rolas. “more"
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The Task Force intarviewad all applicants as well as examine and validate
all the documents submitted by numerous ladles to the Department of Justice,
Afler the applicants were finally Identified and recognizeé"as comfort women by
the DOJ, many DSW('s social workers visited every identified Lola in different
paris of the couniry, and drew Lp activities tailor-made for each recipient’s living
* canditions, state of health, from 1997 to 2002, the AWF centered on providing
every [dentifled former comfort woman with the 2 million Japanese yen for
atonement, wilh a letter of slncare apology and remorce from the Prime Minister
of Japan and 1.2-million Japanese yen worth of medical and welfare support
through funds from the Government of Japan.

Even after the phase-out of AWF activities in the Philippines In 2002, the
Government of Japan, with the cooperation of the Task Force, couid implement
three follow-up projects for elderly Filipinos through s Grant Assistance for
Grassroots Human Security Profects. These projecié are {1) the renovation and
upgrade ‘of equipment and services of the Gedatric Clinic at the Philippine
General Hospital, (2) the rehabilitation, expansion, and improvement of services
for homeless elderly Filipinos at the Golden Acras-Home for the Aged in Quezon
City, and (3) the construction and improvements of facilities for the Home for the
Aged run by the Bahay Puso Apostalate Foundalion, Inc. in Balanga, Bataan.
Embassy of Jap;n will seek any possibility for other follow-up Assﬁtance Sor
Grassioots Projects, if there are feaslble proposals in the future, \ B

‘In consideration of the three ladies' contribution and cooperation lo
enhance the friendly relations betwsen the Philippines and Japan, on behalf of
the Government of Japan, Ambassador Yamazaki expressed his slicere
gratitude to them. This Japaness Ambassador's commendatlon stated six years
ago and these three ladies are the first Fillpinos to receive the certificate of the

commendation. # # #
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Remarks by H.E, Ambassador Ryuichiro Yamazakl

" on the Commendation of Three Philippine Government Officials

for Their Valuable Contribution to the Work
of the Asian Women's Fund
24 November 2005

The Hon. Merceditas N. Gutlerrez, Chiaf Presidential Lagal Counse! and
formar Undersecretary of Justice;

The Hon, Belinda C. Manahan, former Undersecretary of Social Weifare and
Development;

The Hon, Lourdes G. Balanon, former Undersecretary of Social Welfare and
Development;

Miss Makiko Arima, Vice President of the Asian Women's Fund {AWF);
Distinguished Guests;

Ladies and Gentlemen;
Good eveningl

It is my great honor to joln you all tonight In paying tribute to threc
remarkable Filipino ladies, namely: Secretary Merceditas N. Gullerrez, Chlei
Presidential Legal Counsel and former Undersecretary of Justicel the Hgn,

" ® . '

Belinda C, Manahan, former Undersecretary of Soclal Welfare and Development;

and the Hon, Lourdes G, Balanon, former Undersecretary of Social Welfare and

Development. As key members of a Task Force formed by then-President Fidel

Ramos, these three ladies were instrumental In guiding the Asian Women's Fund

(AWF) toward great success in its actlvities,

.



The Fund was established as a private-sector initlalive — with the full
support of the Government of Japan — as a responss 1o the widespread demand
for justice and compensatlon for former "comforl women.” Moved by a deep
sense of moral respansibility, countless Japanese indivici;.i'a'ls. Including myself,
and women's organizations contributed a lotal of 475 million yen in only a little
jess than two years since the.Fund's [aunching in July 1995, in fact, individual
contribulors offered words of encouragement to the former comfort woinen and

expressed profound remorse for the Incalculable indignities and sulfering infllcted

~upon them by the Japanese occupation troops durlng the Second World War, In

the Philippines, the Fund's major activities from 1995 to 2000 centered on
providing every identilied former comfort woman with two (2) million yen. for
atonement, with a letler of sincere apology and remorse from the Prime Minister
of Japan and 1.2-million-yen worth of medical and welfare suppart through funds

fram the Government of Japan,

This was not an easy undertaking. The Task Force had to interview all
applicants as well as examine and validate all the documents submiticd by
numerous ladies to the Department of Justice (DOJ). This p;}‘:l_éess w;?s
hampered by inadequate documentaticn and the failing memor} of .'lhe
applicants, who were too old to exactly remember the past. It was only through

the DOJ's painstaking effarts thal the former comfort viomen or Lofas were finally

{dentified and recoghized,

Thereafier, Philippine government social workers visited every identified
Lofs in different parls of the country, and drew up a plan of activitiés {allor-made

for each recipient’s living conditions, state of health, and specific requests.

Through their efforts, the Fund successfully carrled out its activities for the Lolas.
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fn fact, more than 90 percent of the Lolas aclgriowfedged that such activities.
~ including the Medical and Wellare Assistance projects — had significantly

improved their health and quality of life,

Despite the phase-out of AWF activities In lhe Philippines in 2002, the
Government of Japan pursued follow-up projects for elderly Fiiipinos through its
Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Securlty Projects. it has completed
three key projects In this regarg: flrstly, the renovstion and upgrade of equipment
and services of the Geriatric Clinic at the Phillppine General Hospital (PGH);
secondly, the rehabilitation, expansion, and Improvement of services for
homeless elderly Fliipinos at the Golden Acres-Home for the Aged in Quezon
City and, thirdly, for abandoned elderly ladies at the Home for the Aged run by
the Bahay Puso Apostolate Foundslion, Inc. in Balanga, Bataan. Our three

honorees tanlght atso cooperated for the success of these projects.

Ladles and Gentlamen, these three ladies have made it possible 1o
convey lo the Lofas the sincere desire of the people and government of Japan 1o
extend atonemr;nj_ {o them for their sufferings in the past and ir‘ﬁprov-e their
welfare in their twilight years. We therefore commend them for their ou_tstandihg
work, and for contributing greally to the re!ations‘between our two countries, |
would like to note that this Japanese Ambassador's comnjgndation stated six
years ago and these three ladies are the first Filipinos to rece’ive the cedificate of
the commendation. As we mark the 50 year of the normalization of diplomallo
relations between Japan and the Philipplnes next year, we pledge to do our best
to enhance further the ties of frlendship, cooperation, and mutual understanding

between our two pations as we face the many challenges that lle ahead.
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