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. Afier comfort women; »
_Japan helpselderly

By Yoit Contreras c TUndersecreary L Mercedias |
v Guderres, and to forshér Socal
ARTER EXTENDING APOLOGIES "Welfare Undersecretarits Belinda
to Filipiro "comlort woman,” the { Manahan and Lourdes Balanen,
Japapest. government has lned s F'¥amazaki ched thelr rolestas
up more humanitadan prajeces ‘leaders of & task force that docu.
for the eldedly, this'dme not nec., «mented and helped filipo ¢com-
essarily vicrims of World War | fort  women. obealn  redress
atrocides  but of | preseat-day  through the Asian Women's Fund,
povertyand neglect. |, ;. ' ' Esabliched in1995, the AWF sa
" The Jopanese Embassy in Mant-  privae sector infdudve supported
12 said the projecws include the ren- |, by the Japantse yovernment which
. ovaton, squipment upgrade, and - has helped: Tokyo “oaend atone.

seqvice improverneats of the gerl.  ment and support” o the agiag vie-
arrie dinfe ar the Philippine Gerias. 'dms, an staceruent T

4] Hospleel, the Golden Acres .., *In the Philipplnes, in sphe of

Home for the Aged in Quezon Cicy v'the difficuldes zpucipated be- |
and a simitar home rup by tha Ba-. _cause of the delicate natwse ofthe .
hay Puso Apasnlare Foundaton lssues involved,: AWF ‘acuivides |,

Uic.[nBalanga, Bataan. .. - -1 were successfully [mplemenced

_ The embassy marked the “suc. . thrgygh the devoted effors of the
tess” of Japan's compensaton pro- - sk force,” the embassy added. |
gram for Piliplno comfort women . . Fiom 1997 10 2002, the AWF -

.-at a faacdon Jasc weeK honoring  provided every fdentlficd lormes
hree ranking Philipplne govem + comfom worman with 2 rillliod |

mént uificals for faclitadng the yen, along with “a lewer of sin- '
program from 1997 w 2002. cece apology and remonse” from P

*“Tokyos Ambassador to Manila ' the Prime Miniscet of Japan. and °

Fyulchiro Yamaizaki gave com. medical and welfare support
riendadons to Chlef Presidendal  worth 1.2 mililon yen from the
Legal Caamel and fonner Jusdee * Japanese govemnment.
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Japan cites 3 Filipino women
for their contributions to AWF

outstanding  Filipine  ladies  for
ir great contdbutlon to the succesy
of activities of Aslan.Women's Fund

(AWF), .

TheawardessareMa, Merceditas
N, Guilerrez, Chief Prq:dmﬂnl Legul
Counsel and formec ngersecretary
of Justice; Belinda.C’, Manahan; former
Undersecretary ole] Y
Development; and Lourdes G Baanaeg

. aﬁese Ambassador  * Ryuichirn
. i commended the thase
<

former Undersecretary of Social Welfare -

and Development,

full support of the Goverument of Japan,

The fund’s alm way
ta extend aionement and support Lo
those who suffered a3 “wartime comfart
wemen”

women by the DOJ, sviny DSWIYs social
workets visited every identified Lola
different partyof the country, and drew up
activitles tallor-made for each redpint's

ak Soola] ‘elfare and

la the Philippies, n spite of
the difficalties anticipated because of the
dellcate naturcefthelsyuasinvolved, AWF
activities were successfully impleciented

" thwugh the devoted cHors of the Task

Force, in which Secretary Gubierres,
former Undersearetary Manahan' and

“former Undersecretary” Balanon played
5 e -0 VETY important roles. )

The comunendation ;enﬂ:my" ' The Task Force interviewed all

living conditians, state of health, from
1997 ta 2002, the AWF centered on
providing every identificd former comfort
woman with the 2 milllon Japanese yen for
atonement, with a fetter of sincere apalogy
and remorse from the Prime Minister of
Japan and 1.2-million Japanese yen woth
of medical and welfare support tough
funds from the Goverrunent of fapan.
Bven after the phaseont of AWF
activitles in the Philippines in 2002, the
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Covernmentof [apan, with the cooperatian
of the Task Forre, could implement three
fallow-up projects for elderly Pilipines
throughits Grant Asistance for Graseroaty
Human Security Projects.

. These projects are the renovaton
and upgrade of equipment and services
of the Geratric Clinic at the Phillppine
General  Hospital, the rehabilitation,
expanslon, and bnprovement of services
far homeless elderly Filipinos st the
Golden Acres-Home for the Aged in
Quezan City, and the tonstruction and
improvements of facllites for the Home
for the Aged run by the Bahay Puso
Apostolate Faundation, Inc. in Bolanga,

Batsan, -

The Embassy of lapan will
seck any possibility for other Yollow-up
Assistance for Grossropts Prafeets, (f there
are fessible proposals In the future,

In considevation of the three
ladies’ contribuiion and cooperntion to
enhance the friendly relations b-cmez:;
the Philippines and Japan, on behalf
the gﬁmmt of Japan, Amhassador
Yamazaki expressed hiy sincere pratitude
{0 them,

The Japangre Ambassador’s
commendation started six years ago
end these three ladies are the Arst
Filipinos 1o recelve the cortificate of the
cammendation,

Was held 8t Asnbamador's Residence o licants as well s3 examine and validste
In Makat Clty last November 24, in-the -EP the documents submitted by numernus
Presence of Mizuho Matsude of AWF, *. . ladies 1 the Department of Justics,

The AWF waa estadlished inJuly « Afer the applicants were Bnally
l%iuapﬁvan«mw&:h‘ye withthe identified and cecognired a3 comfort

S . oy :
COMMANDED, Japanese Awh or 10 the Fhilippin E, smesaid (lef)
commended three Fillpiny outstending lndies ot she Ambassador’s Resldence In Mokati Ciy
Sor theis great contribution to the sutcess of sttiwties of Atiam Women's Fund (AWT). Ther
are Me. Merceditas N, Gutierree (3rd from Hghy), Chief Presidential Leégal Counsel and
Jarmar Undersecratery of Jusiice; Hon. Bollnda C. Manahan tdrd from ieft), former Under
Jecretary of Socisl Welfare and Davelopment; ard Hon, Lourdes G. Balengs (2nd from lefi),
Jormer Undersecretary of Sociel Welfare and Development The Japarete Ambassador's
soxtmendarion siarted st pears age and these thiee ladier are the first Filipinos te recebee the
certificate of commendation, Phcto thawy the predenie of Ay, Mizabo Mauudy (2nd fram
1/} of AWF and Madam Noriko Yamasahi (righ1), wife of the Jepanese Amebazsados

. P/

LG 1 L s ¢ ¢



P G ——

Statidard LODAY,

i . o e e e A £ T % Sty phtb e B

2005, %}(’)(’)_RE}R???:F‘
Ex-Do] chief, DSWD execs win

FORMBR Jostlee sedrenty underseeretuties of sochul welfare  thne comfar wemen.

Mereediey Guueerer, the sirons and development  Beriada “As bay snenmbees of g 12k forer
perb vundender or the pott 10 Ue s Muaban and Lourdes Balauon,  foemeedd s then Presiden Fide!
votutel i Ombudaadn Shneon

Muarcelo (yinnrenw, wis u\\';ardrud
s the Liaaness soverunent lor
et Tgread wnmbslion“ it t!u:lf_\‘-
ing [1sues on soimdort women,.

"Gutiverez, wha sooved a chief
preudential Jegal counsel, shared
the  award ™ winh luesier

* Lipanese Ambagsador to Manlla  Ramas, these direp latdies weee i

Rywechifa Tuimazakl snid e theee
woing n'wrrg chosen for thels con.
IRPROON 16 Ehe Sucteds of the
Atlap Womea’s Fund {AWF), 3 pris
vate-tecror inltfarive established in
1903 1o extend stonemeat and sup-
pos to thuse who suflfvred a5 war

- Japanese citation

strumental In o Wiling the Asun
Womeins Fund tensund grest suooes
fn by acthvities,” Yamaald yud.
Guileerez hag been chosen
unknimousiv hy the Judicia) uad
Bar Cauncll to teplice Murtelo
when b fanpatly steps dowa frmn

Liis post tomurrow,

The task foree, which Cutlercex
headed, intersewed wllapplicauts
as well ag exambned and validated
ali the documents submitted by
rumesaus ladies ta the Depart.
ment of Justice,

The AWF provided every iden-
tified former comfort woman with
¥2 million far utonement, & Jetter

minister 0”5’3 and ¥1,2 milllon
worth of niedivelund welfare sup.
orl,
¥ “Despite the phagcout of AW
activitles 1n the Philigpings in
2002, the poverament of Japgs
pursued iollowsyp projeets for ehl
erly Filipinos through b5 Crant

Asslstance for Grssroots Humen'

Security nrojects,” Yamazaki

of stnceré apology From the prtine  sdded. * Joyoa Pangeo Padares
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By Tonette Orejas v ' . " butwasrcfected by miny wholn. - e
PO Cenvalluzon Desk *. .. | stedd demanded legal compensa-
. s Lt e " e, don and formal spology,
CJTY OF SAN FERNANDO--THE.® "Many vicims in Korea and Tai
plan by the Japanese govemnment  wan, whers the comitrt women sys- . T
. 10 support humanimrian projects, . t4in or Jugunianft was aiso adopt. . N
for the elderly.in ‘the Philipptnes, od, ave refected the charicy money - . L
. - CoL was "angtier ploy coevide fis legal - | The "gradps -of comiort wom. ;
o NI s e T Tesponsibilin” o coinfors womegn t.en—the Lils Plliping, Lolas Xam: *. .
SUTET N orviedms of military sexual slavery panyerad and Maleya Lolas—have | R
Coeett. 0Tt durdng Warld War I, former beau-  dotwnemed mione than 350 exses o
; < tyqueen-umed-acgivist Nella Sane . from. 1992 16 2204, Not oce was
- chosaldonMonday.» * ¢ ", fncluded 1 the reparadon agree.
' Sancho, padonal’cdordinator ' ment, Sinchosaid . ' ',
of the Lolas Kampanyeras Sur.- - Critideing the pin, she asked:
vivors Group, s2id the first serate- » “Whry doesn't the Japanese govam. .
, gy %o skirt tha was throughi die . ment help i Filipine combort rom-
privately-funded Asian Women's e directly by providing them lagal
Fund (AWE), Implemented with .. oxnpersation? Why direes the assts.
<he justice and sociel welfare de. . wnoe w e Gher elderly Flipirios in.
paronents since 1997, the prd- | swead of the vicdms themsehves?? ™"
fram was halled by’ the Jepantese  Japanese military sexuel slavery -
Embussyas weeias successful.  has meancsesnal vislerics, rauma, -
{na starernent, the embasey $aid  damaged “lives and pysches, she -
the AWE has ielped Tokyo “extend  sald, cidng the results of a swudy. . Y
aonement and suppor” whe ig-  "Suppression ' of ' unumave . .
ing vicdms. Every ldentified com-  wardme vicdmizaden is relaced .
for: woman got two million yan - to Jong-term health  problains
from the AWF and 1.2 milllon yen  such as ulcers, hypertension, and
in medica! and welfire support  allergies,” the study found out.
flom the Japenese govemmen,  Filpino Lolas sfto condinue fo
the embassy sepunad. ‘suffer fom post-maumatic siress
“How canthey slncerely apolo-  disorder
Fize when they have not {ndfvidu- Japan, Sancho sald, aciowh
aly idendied Al e victims that  edged the problem, if ot the war
have come out In the PNillp- wime, after the discevery by Yoshi.
oines?” Sarcho asked. k! Yoshimd, ¢ history profestor at )
The charity meaey, the nated.  Chuo University in Tokyo, of docx.
wes accepitd by jome sucdvors  mers ivJzaan's Defense Aganzy,
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Copy: Ambassador (Ms.lgarashi)

Mipister Oshima Minster Watanahe Minister Ishii  Minister Takshashi
Mr Ishikawa
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Copy:  Ambassader (Ms. Igarashi)

Minister Oshima  Minster Watanahe Minister Ishii  Minister Paknhashi

MrIshikawa
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Dwindling comfort women still crying for justic

FOR 60 years now, Filipino
comfort women have been
crying for justice and a chance
tv be represented in the his-
tory books of Japan and in
their own country. and not just
in the documents of the pri-
vately financed by the Asion
Women's Fund.

Now, the Amnesty {nterna.
tionat Pilipinas wants tu help
the women get into the his-

tory books because it believes
this could be their last ary for
jushice,:

"Wé want to ensure that
there will be ne repetition of
the event, for truth, and for
awareness of fulure geneea-
tiohs,” Jussica Soto, executive
dirnctor of AP

liva plea o the Philippine
govemninent recently one of the
comfort wometn said; " Samn

-2~

deohldi .‘;H/’(J-’fl’l'j»’{!/fﬂﬂ n "!{(J
Aaniing myga diiktina iy riga
steneddbong Heapon ni miabiyydn
kami ng dignidad, histisya,
gardibernsedie st Kz,

In the AP report “Stilt
Waiting Alfter 60 Years: Justce
for Survivocs of Japan’s Mili-
tary Sexual Stavery System,”
there are about 200,000 com-
fort women from the Pailip-
pines, Thailand, Vietnam,

Matavsia, China, South
req, Jupan, Indonesia and
Nethedands,

But the survivors are ducs
ing. Sow said four of the U
sands of Filiping, wam
women have died § e
two  mwonths. They «
Amonita Balajacbia, Silw
Catubay, Rufira Catacutan
Caridad Turla,

Candice ¥, Ce

e —— R 4 g e
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Discomfort

women

Vicems of Japanese
arsttary sexuel
2buse, crths
“comfol women,”
hold picturas oi thz s
leftowr surdivers 2s
a $ign of courace
hai the straggls ‘or
juskce continues
dudng a :2liy i
Quezon City, Coc.
1. The survivors
dernand public
apology from lhe
Japanese
govemiment.

ANOY LASCH
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RP comfort women still hope
for reparation after 60 years

ByELLALYN DE VERA

The sruggle for justice and
reparation cortinues (o be elusive for the
so-called comlort womesn, survivors of
the Japanese military sexual slavgry,

For years, the Japoanese governiment
has conaistently denied responsibilizy
for izs system of military sexual abuse,
Only whenevidence divectly linking their
government came to light in 1992 that
the) finally issued apoloyies und
admitted moral re»pon;:b:ht;-

Despite  thiz, the Amnesty
International tAll felt the Japanese
government cnntinues to evade ita kegal
responsibilisy for the survivors

Julia Porras. 8 Toyearpld survivor
of the Japaness sexual slavery syswem,
was ensfaved by Jopanese military
soldier at 13 years okl For eight months,
the was held coptive inudingy weanelin

Davan,

~fconldn'’t eat, nor sleep, Ldidn®t have
cloliwes, nothing. [ only had o towel w
cover my bady, I wished [ conld jusc dis
2t that very moment just o end my
suffering. But it must be God's wiil 1mar
[ have tu live this long to tell my story.”
Lolu Julin 3aid,

{zvan Al report eatited "5t Waiting

ARter 60 Years: Justice for Survivors of

Japar's Military Sexual Sluvery

System.” the sufferings of the comfort
women whe were sexuslly enslnved by
the Japanese military during the
Japanese iceupation were outlined.

in 19935, the Japanese government
intcoduced che Asian Women's Fund in
response lo the cumpaign by the
zurvivors of the sexual slavery and their
averal supporters.

However, Jessiva Soto, Al exeeulive
director suid, “The Asian Yomen's Fuml
has ftiled w meer intevaazional

14~

standards of reparntion aad is perceived
by survivers a3 & way for the Japanese
government to leave ity intanational
lL‘"d« resgonsibitities towards the
survivors, a wuy of buying theie sileae.”

The Japanese gy have
subzequencly issued several official
spalogies but for the AL these are
inadsguate, vague. and uracceptable
SUIVIVOrs,

Avenrding to the report, women under
the age 20, with z:ome an oung as 14,
were forced o “serve” more than 29
Jepanese subdiers per day in the tunael,
mobile stations, or comfort siativns
wheve they were lorced to sy, -

Survivors of thu system arg, amy,
viderly and severat already have o}
[n b‘\reI\ two manths, four comloit
womennamely Ammonita Balajudia,
Silveria Cazubay. Rulina Catsevtan,
and Caridad Tunba hud died without
gettiny justive,
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