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Khother side to Japanese-Korean histoi'y

[ nem—g— e e e Sy, =y et

THE VIEW
FROM NEW YORK

| HIROAKI SATO

HEW YORK — Historlan George Akita
recently sent me a brlef essay that ap-
peared In the December Issue of the
monthly Nihon Rekishf (Japaneso Histo-
ry), He had told me of a {ull-length act|-
¢lg he'd written on alternative vlews of
Japan’s rule of Korea belween 1910 and

| 45, The essa{, titled “New Currents In

the Studies of Korea under Japsnese
Rulg in Engilsh,” appears to be a phecis
of that article. -

What Akita does In It is to list, with a
few comments, s0me of the more notable
books and disscrialions on various as-
pects of the Japanese rule written In
Engilsh In recent years, some by ﬁi""’e
of Korean ancestry, lo suggest that, if
you take a less than overtly nationallstic
stance, the Japanese-Korean relation-
ship durlng those 35 years may not have

-been a simple one of oppressor and op-

pressed but one that was "ambiguous

.| and nuanced.”

-So, on Japan’s contribution to Korea's
modernization — a subject that I under-
stand only creates anger in Korea — Akl-
la tolts us that Carter Eckeri bn “Off.
spring of Emplre: The Ko'chang Kims
and the Colonial Qrigins ¢f Korean Capl-
tailsm" (University of Washington
Press, 1991) and Gl Wook Shin in "Peas-
ant Prolest apd Soclal Change in-Colo-
nial Korea" (Universlty of Washinglon
Press, 1898) argue that Japan helped ag-
riculfural reform and capliel formation
In Korea, although it did so out of neces-
sity. Eckert is & professor at Harvard
University and Shin a professor at How-
ard University,

Similarly, Akita cites Brandon Pahm-
er'’s Ph.D, dissertation at the University
of Hawail, "Koreans Mobillzed for War
by Japan, 1937-1945,” another sore point
for Korean pedple. Palmer closely ana-
lyzes varlous laws to show Japanese leg-
Islators sirove to be falr under the cir-
cumstances, Apart {rom his overall ar-
gument, ¢f course, mesl Koreans of a
certain age know that not all the mobl-
llzed Koreans were draftees. A sizable

number hecame fisld-grade offlcers —
majors, llewtenant colencls, and coloncls
— oF were graduates of Japan's military
end naval academles, many of whom
formed the top echelons of theke coun-
try's Intelilgence and milliary services
following s Independence fn 1945,

South Korean President Park Chun
Hee, who was assassinaied In 1979, was
ong of them. In the early 1970s, when a
group of Japanese military officers visit.
ed South Kerea, I hear, South Korean of-
ficers kidded them that Japanesc sol-
dlers had lost Yamale-damashl, the
quintessentlal Japanese fighting splrit,
even as Korean seldiers kept 1§ up,

The Imperlal Japanese Army also had
a Korean Heutenont general, Stlyoku Ko
(he romanlzed his panie in Japanese pro-

nunciatien). Although he met an unjust -

death as a result of the military tribunal
in Manila, he wes a graduate of Japan’s
War Cotlege in the 19208, That, of course,
Is nothing for the Japanese Lo boast of,
Ko Is sabd to bave been among the first to
compare Japan and Korea to England
and ireland, and Park’s assassin was the
chlel of his Intelligence service.

The Japanese acceptance of Koreans
may not make Japan much beller than
the Unlled States In {t3 acceplince of

. btacks belore and during Werld War [1.

But the Jaﬁ:nese military and Instifu-
tions of higher education were nol bas-
tions of discrimination ns some Koreans
today seem to belleve, Nor were all Jap-
anese raclally prejudiced. After all, the
Jagaiese government lold Its citlzens to
malntzin the spirit expressed in the old
Chinese expresslen yl-shi-tong-ren, “ve-
garding everyone with equal humanity,”
vis-a-vis “the new Japanese,” namely,
Koreans, Taiwanese and others. Yes, {t
might have been as hollow as the Jeflor-
sonian motlo "All men are equal” in the
U.8,, but still,

{ have no desire to “justify {Japan's)
history of Invasion and occupation,” et
alene "its intention Lo reallze iis hegemo-
nism agaln,” as Korean President Roh
Moo Hyun put it in an addréss to his na-
tion jast March 23. Akita quotes Roh al
the start of his essay, He also guotes
Jung Suk Koo, who asserfed thai the Jap-
anese fall {o understand “the decp scar
that the counlry suffered over the 35
yearlong colonial rule.” Jung, an edito-
rlal wrlter of the Bankyoreh hewspaper,
said that durlng a symposium held In To-

10/36

kyo a week earlier (The Japan Times,
Morch 31, 2005,

Bit If T do not undersiand the second
part of Rol's statement, I wonder about
Jung’s sweeplng ohservatlon. As he must
know, many Japanese “intelleciuals of
conselence” are vocul In éxpressing their
sympathy for "the ongoing pain” of that
scar, Foremost among them is the Nobel
Prize wihner Kenzaluro Oe. Another hls-
torlan {rlend of mine, Richard Minear,
once said to me on a simllar subject: it
depends on which Japanese you ore Lalk-
Ing abent,

in his books Chung Daekyun, a profes-
sor at Tohyo Metropolitan University,
suggests that the Koreans who focus on

taking Japan to task [of its pre-1945 rule -

of their country often fail lo pay heed to
some important facls, The pandering
willingness of some Japanese Inteltectu-
als, such as Oe, In accepling thelr con-
demnation doesn't help. At the least,
there should be a distinction made be-
tween Kerean nallonals living in Japan

and people of Korean ancestry in Japon,

Chung argues, :

. Chung, who was born in Japan In 1948,

should know. Afler studying law at Rik-
kyo Unlversity, ke studied #thnlc Issues
at the University of Caltfornia al Los An-
geles, then faught al a South Korean uni-
versity for more than a dozen years he-
fore taking up his current post In Japan.
The sltuation may, remain hopeless for
some Ume to come. Not just that Korean
schoolchildren are taught what an unde.
serving country Japan is as the perennd-
al reclplent of Korean cultural and other
largess; they are actively encowraged Lo
hone their anti-Japaness (Banfi) sentl-
ments, or so0 Chung tebls us,

Then there Is one speech T am unable
to forget. A dozen years or so ago, U.8.
Sen, Danlel tnouye came lo New York to
talk about his recent visit to South Ko-
rez. Al one point in his talk, he recollect-
ed, with some bemusement, how the
South Korean officlals he met In Seoul

told him that Japan was the greatest

threat to their natlonal security. How?
Inouye asked. The answer was: Toyoto-
mj Hideyoshl lnvaded Korea. The sena-
tor had to think a moment to remember
history. But dida’t that happen four cen.
turles ago? Yes, was the answer,

In comparison, Japan's colonfal rule of

Korea ended a mere six decades sgo.
Hyoali Sac I3 an essiyist who Was in Mew Yook,
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KEN WATANABE and ihang Ziyl appear in a scens from "Memoirs of a Gals
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China won’t run ‘Memoirs of a Geisha’

Fears of anti-Japan backlash spur cancellation, but pirated copies abound

HONG KGKG (AP) The Chi-
nese government has can-
celed the reiease of "Memolrs
of a Geisha” - a decision
made amld speculation that
officlals are worried the sight
of Chinese actresses playing
gelsha would stir a backiash.

The {illm orlginally was
cleared for distribution on
Feb. 9, but the State Adminls-
tration of Radlo, Film and TV
raversed itself over the week-
end, according to Soeny Ple-
tures Entertalpment, which
had planned to release the
film in China.

The offictal reasons weren’t
clear. Chlniese offices were
mostly closed for the Chinese
New Year holiday Thursday,
Calls to the State Adminisira-
tlon of Radle, Film and TV
and the state-owned China
Film Group, the movle’s dis-
tributor within Chinra, went
unanswered.

“We were pleased by thelr
acceptance of the film In No-

veinber and were disappoint-
ed by this declslon,” said Jim
Kennedy, a spokesman for
Sony Pletures Entertaimnent.

But lllegal coples of the
movie are already available
12 China, which has come un.
der heavy criticism for ram-
pant piracy. High-quality

"Memolrs” DVDs surfaced In_

Shanghal weeks ago,

"Memoirs,” based on the
best-selling novel by Arthur
Golden, features *‘Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon” star
Zhang Ziyi, former Bond girl
Michelie Yeoh and Gong Li
from "Ralse the Red Lan.
tern” as geisha — entertain.
ers skilted In dance, song and
conversation.

The casting cholces ma
have ralsed fears In the Chi-
nese government of proveking
strong anti-Japanese senti-
ment, Sio-Japancse relalions
have been strained in recent
years aver tervitorlal disputes
aml a Jingering sense among

12/26

many Chinese that Japan
hasn't sufficlently apologized
for its wartlime atvocities.

China says up to 300,000 peo-
ple were killed in Nanjing, the
eastern clty formerly known as
Nanking, during a 1937 ram-

ge of murder, rape and loot-

by Ja troops.

Many Chinese could be of-
fended by the symbolism of
ethnlc Chinese aciresses serv-
ing Japanese, albelt 1n a moy-
le. Adding the already sensi.
tive nature of the {ilm,
Zhang's characler in the film
serves a businessman who
was a Japanese soldier in Chi-
na's then-Japanese-occupled
territory of Manchuria,

During antl-Japanese back-
lashes last year, demonstra-
tors vandaillzed Japanese-re-
tated shops and smashed win-
dows at Japanese diplomatic
offices in Shanghal and
Beljing in April to protest al-
leged whitewashing of atroci-
tles In Japanese textbooks,

Chinese enterfalners per-
ceived as insensitive to anii-
Japanese sentlment can pro-
voke 5 strong reactlon. Chiness
actress-singer Zhao Wel Is
widely reported to have been
smeared with human excre-
ment durlng an assaull after
once wearing a shirt bearing
the Japantse military flag.

Chincse Internet postings
have already denounced
Zhang as an embarrassment
to China.

The fallure of “Memoirs™ to

et released in China is not a

ig finanelal loss for lts U.S.
producers.

¥hile China has a popula-
tlon of 1.3 billion, its movie
viewing culture Is stlll devel-
oping, focused mainly in big
clties. The domestic box of-
fice last year came Inat just 2
blliion Chiness yuan ($248
millton, or ¥2.9 billion), while
a big hit In the U.S. can rake
in hundreds of miMions of dol-
lars alone,
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Koreans pressed into war servic

deserve redress as planned: group . s4pmafies

Ry YUMI WIRKS-ASEGAWA -

Stk
- The government should pay
its long-owed obligailons to
Koreans pressed Into milltary
service or labor as stipulated
in documents it- drew up be.
fore 1965, sald a cltizens’
group pushing the state to ac-
copt responsibliity for its co-
lonial rule of the peninsula.
The group — led by Atsuko
Aoyagl, a homemaker frofn Mi-
yazakl Prefeclure who began
sggopoﬁhlg several lawsuils in
1990 filed by Koreans pressed
Inle military service or forced

labor — published a book ex-

plaining the suits in Japanese
and Korean last May.

The book also shows coples
of ‘documents that indicated
plans to.pay reparations to
the Koreans with direct labor
contracts with the state, but
which were never put inlo of-
fect. Not included among
them, however, werc the
thousands of Korean “comfort
women” Japan rounded up
and forced into sexual slavery
- for ils armed forces, They
had no such contracts. .

The documents, called “in-
dividual  investigation
charts,” assessed benefits, in-
cluding bereavement and sur-
vivor allowances, and salary
arrears for individua! Kore-
ans kilied during the war,

The group belleves the gov-
ernment disclosed the doecu-
ments to Seoul in 1990, but it
was not until recent years

that relatives of the dead in

South Korea received copies.
The documents are also not
widely kmown by Japanese or
Kéreans, _

*“My Impression (untfl I en-
countered the doeuments)
was that the drafted Koreans
were treated so badly that

they were not oven identified .

as individuals,” Aoyagi said
in a recent interview,

““But the documents show
Japan was preparing fo pa
them indemnification,” whic
was to be equal to that of Jap-
atiese’ who performed the
same duty, she said. “I was
flabbergasted but happy te
find that out,”

Lats last year, the group
translated the book into Eng-
Hsh. It plans to {ake the baok
to the U.N. Human Rights
Commission, along with a pe-
tition calling on Japan to com.
pensate the draftees and thelr
survivors. '

ATSUKO AQYAGI (left) show:

. According to the group,
during Japan's 36-year colo-
nial rule to 1945, about 365,000
Koreans fought for Japan as
soldiers and army civilian
employees, In addition, about
1 million Koreans were
pressed into service as labor-
ers for Japanese corporations
and war-related industries,

_ Although Japan acknowl-
edged that 22,162 Koreans mo--
bilized for the war effort died,
it provided no cempensation
to their next of kin.

Acyagi found the documents
In South Korea in 2004,

The papers say the amount to
be paid.to a clvilian employee
of the Imperial army, for ex-
ample, was equivalent (o ¥5
million to ¥6 million, including
funeral aliowance. The com-
pensation fund was set aside in
the national budget.

“As the price of a life, this
amouni is extremely low, but
the government did pay the
Japanese. It must also pay the
Koreans because il was prom-
fsed (to them),” Aoyagi said.

According to the group, Ja-

. pan proposed to pay compen-

sation to individual Koreans
based on the charts prior to
the 1965 normalization of dip-
lomatic tles with the South.
But the two sides failed to
agree ofi various issues, includ-
ing the number of viciims and
the legal basis for the redress,
As South Korea, still smarting
from the Korean War at the
lime, made¢ unexpectedly high
demands, the talks deadlocked.

21/36

s her books that demand that
Japan compensate Koreans pressed into warlime service, as
Haruml iwahashl, who translated them into Korean, looks on.

. YOSHIAKI MIURA PHOTQ

In the end, Japan aban-
doned its plans to pay individ-
ual redress and the case was
“officlally” closed at the gov-
crnment level, with Tokyo
paying Seuth Korea a lump
sum of $300 millien in the
form of an economic assis-
tance grant and a $200 low-In-
terest loan on condition that it
not be held liable for individu-
al compensation.

“Koreans were drafted into
Japan’s wars by being told
they were Japanese. Only Ja-
pan can bear this responsibili-
ty,” bul with the postwar Ko
rean indepentence, they were
“no longer Japanese” ‘and -
therefore not compensated,
Aoyagi said, “Such a déuble

e e rt——— 4 o —— — s - =

‘standard is an unthinkable

act of betrayal.”

After the economic assis-
tance package was disbursed, :
Japan put away its charts and -
fell silent, without explaining
anything to individual vie-
tims, Aoyagi sald. . :

“Of course, what Japan did
to the Korcans is beyond de- ¢
scription. But the majority of !
people, both Koreans and ;
Japanese, don't even know
that the drafted Koreans were
paid salaries, and that Japan
was planning to indemnify
them untl! 1965,” she said.

Had Japan explained that if
had once considered paying
compensation for the individ-
vals, the animosity Koreans
feel might not have been as
deep as It 1s now, Aoyagl said.
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Park tells KOlle[l’ll to show leadershlp

Kyodo Heas

Vislting South Korean oppo-
sltion leader Park Genn Hye
urged Prime Minister Jun.
fchiro Kofzumi on Wednesday
to exercise leadership to re-
solve sticky bilateral issues
over history and disputed ter.
ritory.

Japan and South Korea are
both striving for future-oriented
bilateral relations, sald Park,
who heads South Korea's tnain
oppesition force, the Grand Na-
tlonal Party. *But, unfortunate-
I{, there are hurdles such as
the issues of Dokdo,
{Yasukuni) shrine visits, (revi-
slonist) schoolbooks and sex
slaves,” Park said.

The oldest daughter of the
late South Korean President
Park Chung Hee, Park Is re-
garded as a leadlng opposi-
tlon aspirant for the country's
next presidential election, set
for December 2008, accordlng
to recent oplnion polls in
South Korea,

Japan’s relations with
South Korea have been
strained chiefly over opposi-
tlon to Kolzuml's visits to To-

ﬁr 's war-related Yasukuni
Shrine, contentious Japanese
school textbooks that crilies
say whitewash Japan's harsh
colonial rule, and Japan's
claim over a pair of South Ko-
-rean-confrolled islets, called
Dokdo in the South and Take-
shima in Japan. -

After visiting Koizumi atl
his officlal residence, Park
sald she asked him to reselve
those Jssues while he is in of-
fice, which he has Indicated
he will leave in September,

"We think it is the reality
and truth after all that Japan

Is the victimizer and South -

Korea 1s a viclim,” she said.

PARK GEUN HYE, ieader of South Korea's Grand Natlonal
Party, the maln opposition force, [s greeted Wadnesday by
" Prime Minister Junichire Koizumi at the Prime Minister’s Ofﬁ-
cial Resldence in Tokyo. arrHotO :

“We think this problem will
be solved if (Koizumi) takes
care of the sentiments in sur-
rounding countries and acts
accordingly.”

Park dld not disclose how
Koizumi responded, only say-
Ing, “We were able to have
frlendli and sericus talks.”

Speaking scparately, Koizu-
mi said, “We discussed thatl
we should develop Japan-
South Korea relations of
friendship and cooperation as

- we are here {oday after vari-

ous difficulties.”
At the invitation of Koizu-

mi's ruling Liberal Democral-

ic Party, Park arrived Tues-
day in Tokyo on a five-day
visit for talks with parliamen-
tary and business leaders, as
well as with Kolzumi.

After Koizumli's latest visit
to the shrine in Qetober, South
Korean President Roh Moo
Hyun canceled a reciprocal
visit to Tokyo for talks with
him that had been scheduled
for December.
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Park Geun Hye

Avoid Yasukuoni,
S. Korecan party
chic tells Koizomi

Reuves

The leader of South Korea's

maln opposition parl!\: urged |
|

Prime Minister Junichiro Ko-
{zuml on Thursday to show
“strong will” Lo stop visiting a
war shrine seen by eritics asa

symbol of Tokyo's past milita.

rism.

Bllateral tihes have chitled .

over Kolrumi's yearly visits
-te Tokye's Yasukunl Shrlne,
* dedlcaled to Japen's 2.5 mil-
Ron war dead, as well as con-
victed Class-A wer erlminals.

*If he has a strong will lo

resolve the issue of Yasukunl |.

visits and the Issue of history,
1 belleve there will be more
mature solutlens,” said Park
Geun Hye, head of the Grand
Natlonzl Parly and daughter
of assassinated Presidenl
Park Chung Hee.

Glder Koreans have bilter
memories of Japan's often
brutal 1910-1945 cotonlal rule
of the Korean T"eninsula,

During the years it con-
trolled the peninsula, Imperi-
al Japan forced Koreans io
take Japaiese names, banhed
the use of the Korean lan.
gusge and forced tens of thow-
sands of Korean women to
provide sex for ils army.

“There is a conflict because
there are victlms and victim-
izers in history,” Park, whe
met Kelzuml on Wednesday,
told reporters.

“The lact Is right before us,
which will never disappear or
change even 100 years from
now.”

Kolzuml has repeatediy
sald he visiis the shrine to
pray for peace and horor the
dead, nol to glerlfy millia-
rism. .

Park sald she had lold Ko-
{fzuml to resolve the lssues of
Yasukunl, histery textbaoks,
a territorial dispute and the
sg-called “comfort women"
before his term ends in Sep-
tember.

“With respect to the issue of
the Yasukuni visls, 1 belisve
that Japan needs to explors
other malure ways while tak.
ing Into conslderation the
feelings of the people of neigh-
boring countries," she said
through a translater,

Soulh Korea has prelested
Tokyo's approval of history
textbooks that Sequl says
whitewash aclions of Japan's
warlime miliitary,
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‘Gender-free’ hard to define, harder to sell

Vague concept morphs into anything-goes sex ed, elicits backlash

By AKEMI NAKAMURA
and HRIKOQ ARITA
preye—

Last year's canccl'alion of
Jectures. on hmun rights In
Kokubun hay plited
key lerririsl uﬁoiar Chlzuko
Ueno and fres-speech adve:
cales pgalnsl conservalives in
the Tokyp Meltopolitan Goy.
ermmnent o Lo the use
vgenderdree” -~ a lerm
whose delinltlon varles tat
tomichow confures up pegs.
tive lmages.

Experls say the cancella-
tlon reflects & backlash by
conservative Jtpanese
agatnst the chainging roles of
men and women.

The Kokuhunii Municipal
Governtienl planned last
suntmer to hold 16 [cclures on
human rights -- To ct

r

sponsored by (he

tan goyernment — and

Ueno, s professor of v.omens
studies al the Urnlversity of
Tokyn, o (each the course.

Metropolitan olflcials (hea
peessured the westera Tokyo
suburb to ensure Jecturers did
nol mention “gender-iree” ls-
sues, sccording o both Tokyo
and Kokubun}i. The course
wat axed in August.

“I gpsell do rel use the
term gender-free, simply be-
cause it has not been od
by most gender studies schal-
ars in the international aca-
demk coml?unity " Uenro told
repotters Monday

Sbe sald she has no objec:
tion to ather P“f: nsing
whaiever lerms they deem
appropriate for promoting
gender egushily, bul she
strongly jerl.u lo official
agencies banning the use of
any words in public, inbesy
they are discriminatory of
hate-generaling ex

Smcc the mid 1999 hJapan.

free,” which has
1nu:mnn¢eab!e with "gender
?ululy carries the concept

free” {rom. otxual -
lemmhu soclal sied culiural
condext

But some quariers

ud

endesfree as a denjal
erences between makes an-i
temates, and of raditlonal fam-

Chizuho Ueno

iy values, and a8 2 way lo pro-
ke what they constder radi-
cal sex education.

The ruling Liberal Demo
cratle Paﬂy sald it has re-
cefved 3,500 yeports of &

gekder free” activities

were deemed

prubletnalic

Accorm tothe LDP's Web
sile, schools bave had fifth.
ﬁ:dets of both sexes share
same sheeping quariers on
trips and conducted sex edy-
calion ¢lasses using dolls with
X organs, drawlng com-
%tlr.ls ot being too radical.
Tokye government alse
clalmed teachers had male
and female students undergo

medical checkups
The melrope! hnmgoard of
educalion announced In Au-

gust 2004 that Tokyo would
noi uge the term “gender-
free” In ite actlvities, elaim-
Inf the concepl s sometimes
sused to lgnore the fact
that men and women are dil
P metropal
-The ‘medr itan govern
meek s wm(my that
il weonckd ot spomsor the course
if the city was pot swe il Ueno
would avoid the term, sald
Shinkchl Egiml uf Tokyo's 01'
fice of Edocalion.

ShlaLuo Ishitace

Bud Tetsoo Saito, director of
the Kokubuni-nan Hoods Com-
munltyd(:enter wuh: was in
said Ese i metropolitan offi-
clals bhe believed Uero woudd
ot take up “pender-free” be.
cause the theme wat human

rights.

Salte sald he voluatarlly
dropped the course becauss
Tokyo officials remained un-
convinced that the concept
would nol b broached.

to rw the course.

Qn Friday, flve women's
studies schalars submilied 2
wrilten protest bearing 1,808
signatured le Gov, Shinlare
Ishthara and oller meliopoli-
lan officlals over the cancella-
ey, clalming the refusal bn-
fritges oo freedom of spoech

“If such b stupld act {by the
nielro government) 18 acce
ed (in soclely), authoritles
mey SUppress scholors and
Intetlectuals they don't like

eno has no objection to other

people using whatever lerms they

deem appropriate for promoting
gender equality, but she strongly objecls to
officials banning the use of any words in
public, unless they are diseriminatory or
hate-generating expressions

Ueno learmed of lhe Tokyo
offictals’ commenls regard-
Ing the cancellation [n & Ma)
ndchl Shimbun report Jan, 19,
and asked the melrup-ulllaa
f:vemment three days later

explatn why (t Jd;td she
was an lna d'lo{te

bezed on their supposition
and prejudice,” sald Midorl
Wakakuwa, one of the experis
and & professor emeritus at
Chiba University.

shihara denled Friday that
the metropotitan government
refused o employ Ueno as 2

leetures for tie cow se bad ook
a dly view of "geider fiee”

“Gendder-free 18 ambiguons,”
he seid, and Ui coocept has
1 to*excessive sex education
coimjucied at schools thal de.
{les Ceorimon sense) and Is
grodesque. | cannot apvept IL”

Experls see widespread
aslsunderstanding of the gon
der-{ree concept.

Kaku Secklyama, an assls-
tanl professor o gender Is
sues ab the Universily of To
kyo, s3ld the concept has
nothing lo do with sex eduaca:
{lon, radical or olherwise,

Sechlyama 15 nmiore con-
cermed with the way kcal gov-
emments tefuse o wie the iy
ternallonally atcepled "gen:
der™ I fecture Litles, Iwt 5aM.

When the government re-
vised Lhe 2000 action plan lor
equality of the sexes last
month, conservalive LDP
members opposed using “gen-
der"in it because the comrota-
tlony has yel tobe propetiy un-
der',l.o-od pubhc.

b&e& approved the {t-
nah'erslun of the plon uslig the
word “ith a footnole defmition

Exxperts sald tlu,- currenl ar.
guments over “gender-free”
and “gender™ reflect a back:
lash againsi promoting sexu-
al equatily,

Since the Basic Law for a
Gender-Equal Soclety was en-
scted In 1999, adherents Lo the
patrlarchal system have op-
posed the movemend, Wakeku-
wa of Chiba Undversiy sald

Ueno sald conservelive
Japuﬂe may blanie wamen,

clatly wamen's studies

ars and [eminist aclive
fats, for Lhe collapse of amliy
vatoes and for Japan's declin-
fng birthrate.

Akirs Nakamure, a dlrec
tor st the Men's Cenler, an
(spka-based cliltens” group
focusing on men’s problems,
sald il certaln le;{m Eau:;
contrmeuy. ople thou
first discuss !.P’:u's ard thelr
concepts before trying lo ex
¢lude them

Sonte men may think a gea:
der equal sotlely may slrip
them of what Lhey believe is
thelr rightful powers, be tald.
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81 human- h‘aﬂ“clnngcasestOOS

Kyado Hews

Pollce in 2005 made arrests In or turned over to prosecu-
tors 81 cases of alleged trafficking of foreign women, the
Natjonal Police Agency said Thursday,

Human rights groups and researchers, however, estimate
that thousands of women, mostly from poor parts of Asia, =
are trafficked into Japan every. year and forced to work in l
the sex industry. I

The latest NPA figure, an Increase of two from the previ-
dus year, is a record high for the second straight year since |
2001 when the agency began eompiling more comprehensive
statistles on human-trafficking.

The 81 cases netted 83 suspects involved in trafficking, up I
25 from Lhé previous year, The suspects were 57 restaurant
owners and 26 human hrokers,

The new human-trafficking provisnon.s introduced into the
Penal Code last July were applied in a case In Nagano Pre-
fecture, where police arrested an Indonesian couple anda |
Taiwanesc bar manager on susplcjon of trafficking an Indo-
neslan woman for ¥2 miiilon.

The numbet of forelgn women allegedly trafficked In the
recorded cases totaled 117, up 40 from the previous year,

The number of women from Indonesia was 44, the largest *
group by country. )

PO
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