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By CESAR CHELALA
Spotatto Thi Japan Tungs :

NEW YORK — V-Day, a global move-
ment to stop violence agalnst women and
girls,.Is putting the “comfort woinen's”
crusade for reparations In its spotlight
for 2606, As part of tho ac- ..
tivitles, In the summer of ;
2006 the Global Campaign '
will Include celebrity ben- ?
efit performances of “The v
Vagina Monologues” in J,
Seoul and Tokyo, with the I
voices of comfor! women \
in a monologue written by g <
playwright and ¥-Day founder Eva En-
sf' *. The organization’s goal is to draw
il :national attention and support to
what many considor one of the most seri-
ous ¢rimes against women in the 20th
century, '

Japan's continuing refusal {o reach an
agreement with the former "comfort

-women" has been sharply criticized by

Amnesty International. In a report is-
sucd at the end of 2005 titled “Still Wait-
ing After 60 Years: Justice for Survivors
of Japan’s Military Sexual Slavery Sys-
tern,” this organization calls on the Japa-
nese government to accept full responsi-
bility for crimes commiiled against
women condemned to sexval slavery by
thelr Japanese recruiters. These so-
called comfort women were recruited
from several countries; mainly Korea,
during World War 11, and forced to serve
as sexual slaves for the Japanese sol-
diers.

Among the estimated 100,000 to 200,000
w o recruited from different coun.
t(‘.w, 80 to 90 percent were from Korea.
Girls as young as 11 were forced to serve
between § and 40 soldlers a day, and al-
most i00-soldiers en weekends. Those
who resisted were often beaten, burned
or wounded, During the Japanese refreat
many were left {o slarve or were execul-
ed to eliminate any trace of the atrocities
they were subjected to by the Japanese
military.

For many years after the end of World
War 11, the government of Japan had in-
sisted that the “comfort stations” were in
fact private brothels that had been admin-
istered by private citizens, Only in 1993 did
the government admit that the Japanese
military had been “directly or indirectly”
involved in establishment and operation of
"comfort stations” and tn transportation of
the wonten. The Japanese government al-
so said that private citizens, at the request
of the military, had been mainly involved
in recruitment of the women. :

The first Korcan lormer comfort wom-
an to tell her story was Bae Bong Ki, in

2006.7.75 IAPNIINES

1980. After her, Kl Hak Soon, who died
in 1097, related in 199t how she was ab-
ducted by Ja‘.vanese soldlers when she
was 17 years old, and forced to carry am-
thunition by day and serve as u prosti-
tute by night, Her testimony sparked
several other testimonies by women who
were obliged to work as sexual slaves fn
military comfort stations. Evidence of
such stations has already been found in
the Koreas; China, Malaysia, the Phllip-
pines, Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand,
Myanmar, New Guinea and Okinawa.
Hlustrative of the ordeal comfort wom-
en went through is the testimony of
Chung Seo Woon In the book titled "Mak-
Ing More Waves" (Beacon Press, Boston,
1897). Chung was an only child born in
KHorea to the famlly of a wealthy land-
owner. Because of his aclivities against
colonial rule, her father was sent to pris-
on and badly tortured. When she was 18

apan’s continuing .
refusal to reach an
agreement with former

*comfort women'’ has been

sharply criticized by
Amnesty International

she was allowed to visit her father, The
same Japanese official who allowed her
to see her father came later to her house,
He told her that if she went to work in
Japan for two years her father would be
released. Despite strong objections from
her mother, she agreed to do so0,

Chung was placed on 2 ship with many
other girls and women. She was hopeful
that at the end of the lwo years her fa-
ther would be released from prison, as
she had been fold by the officer. After
belng taken to Japan, the women were
sent to several other countries and a
group of them left in each country, After
reaching Jakarta, the group that inelud-
ed the young Chung was taken to a hospi-
tal where she was sterilized.

The group was then laken fo Semae-
rang, a costal city in Indonesia, and
placed on a row of barracks. From then
on they were obliged to perform sexual
intercourse every day with dozens of sol-
diers and officers. In the process, she
was forced to hecome an opium addict.
Chung attempted to commitl suicide, by
swallowing malaria pills.

Two of her friends reported her to the
authorities, she was revived, and, she re-
marks, “It was then that [ made up my

‘Comfort women’ issue far from closed

mind to survive and tell my story, what
Japan did to us.” When the war ended
and she returned home, she found her
house_deseried. From neighbors who
came to help her sies learned that her
father had died while In prison, Her
mother, humillated by the Japanese sol-
diers' atlempt to rape her, commitied
sulcide.

Chung decided rid herself of the opium
addiction. She managed this after elght
months and she worked hard to regain
her dignity as a human being. She was
never able to attain a normal sex life, but
found comparionship and care from a
physician who had had a nervous break-
down after serving in the Japanese Ar-
my.

In Nevember of 1994, an International
Commission of Jurists stated that, “It is
indisputable that these wemen were
forced, deceived, coerced and abducted
to provide sexual services to the Japa-
nese mikitary ... [Japan] violated cus-
tomary norms of international law con-
cerning war crimes, crimes against hu-
manily, slavery and the trafficking in
women and childven ... Japan should
take fuil responsibility now, and make
suitable restitution to the vietims and
their families.”

Still unresolved is a formal, clear and

unambiguous apology fo the victims of
sexual abuse by Japanese soldicrs, an
adeguate monetary compensation to the
victims by the Japanese government,
and the punishment of those involved.
- In 1995, the Japanese government in-
troduced the Asian Women’s Fund as a
response to strong international criti-
cism, However, the fund is widely per-
ceived by the survivors as a way for the
Japanese government not te fulfill ifs le-
gal responsibilities toward those women.
As Purna Sen, director of Amnesty Inter-
national’s Asla-Pacifiec Program has
stated, “The Japanese government must
finally right the wrongs of over 60 years
by providing full reparations o the sur-
vivors of this horrific system of sexual
slavery.” ‘

There is an important symbolle mean-
Ing related to the issue of monetary com-
pensation. During her testimony at the
Fourth World Conference on Women held
in Reijing in 1995, Chung declared, “1
raight be poer, but not that poor. I demand
the compensation thal is rightly due to me,
even il I would burn the money after it 1s
in my hand. [t is nol a matter of money but
of principle. The Japanese have defiled
my body but not my spiclt. My spirit is
strong, rich, and proud.”

Or. Cesar Chaldlais a winner of an Overssas Prass
Club: of Amedica award for an anticle 60 puman rights,
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